| I; 14 on , L 


IAM E RIC A. 


* 


By WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D. D. 


. PRINCIPAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH, 
AND HISTORIOGRAPHER TO HIS MAJESTY FOR $COTLAND. 
| ; 7 OY Yo x 
VOLUME THE SECOND. 


pont 
PRINTED BY J. CHAMBERS 
1797+ 


—= 


T:HE 


© P 2 . A 1 
_ 1 * . . 4 
« *. 4 4 - 4 * . L 
5 9 = — - * 
* * 5 . mY * * 
„ „ 
1 . rf a K-42 18 | : 
. - - * 932 > * 
* 
— - of 4 ” x & 1 9 
= 
£ ' FE 
. 1 ; 8 -% . 
. 


* 

©" * | 
vr | 
* * 4 - 4 . pe : 
„ * . 
"+ 8 * 1 AC. * > — * - G , 
* : Y - 5 #5 * 
7 . * . ” . - 
a 4 " 4 «7 = „ 
© * F | = 
; / , f u l 
» 0 9 + : a F 9 f . - 
- , » 4 , 8 
. - ” 


— 


* * « . 
_ * * 


o 


ot 


as af 4 ** 


| W HEN Grijalva returned to Cuba, he found B OOK 


the armament deſtined to attempt the conqueſt of V. 


that rich country which he had diſcovered, almoſt 2 | 
181 

W 4 

ons of Velaſ- 

in- 

New 


complete. Not only ambition, but avarice, had 


-urged Velaſquez to haſten his preparations; and 


having ſuch a prolpect of gratifying both, he had 4ezfo 
advanced conſiderable ſums out of his private for- Spain. 


tune towards defraying the expgnce. ' At the 
fame time, he exerted his influence as governor, 
in engaging-the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons in the 
colony to undertake the ſervice *.. At a time when 
the ſpirit of the Spaniſh-nation was adventurous 
to exceſs, a number- of ſoldiers, eager to embark 
in any daring. enterpriſe, ſoon appeared. But 


it was not ſo eaſy to find a perſon qualified to take 


the command in an expedition of ſo much im- 
portance ; and the character of . Velaſquez, who 
-had the right of nomination, greatly increaſed the 


| . 53 See NOTE n 
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forming an 
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entruſted with the command, he ſoon perceived 


| or exploits by a deputy, 
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HISTORY OF AMERICA: 


culty'of the choice: Though of moſt aſpiring 
ambition, and not deftitate of talents for govern- 
ment, he poſſeſſed neither ſuch courage, nor ſuch 
vigour and activity of mind, as to undertake in 
perſon the conduct of the armament which he was 
preparing: In this embarraſſing fituation he form- 
ed the cbhimerical feheme not only of atehieving 
but of ſecuring to him- 

elf the glory of conqueſts which were to be made 
by _ In the execution of this plan, he fond- 
ly aimed at reconciling eontradictions. He was ſo- 
heitous to chufe a commander of intrepid reſolu- 
tion, and 'of © nope abilities, becauſe he knew 


theſe to be requiſite in order to enſure ſucceſs; but, 


at the ſame time, from the jealouſy natural to little 
minds, he wifhed him to be of a ſpirit ſo tame 
and obſequious, as to be entirely dependant on his 
will. But when he came to apply thoſe ideas in 
inion concerning the ſeveral offieers 
to his thoughts as worthy of being 


| that it was impoſſible to find ſueh incempatible 


Happily for their country, it proved ſucceſsful “. 


qualities united in one character. Such as were 
diſtinguiſhed for courage and talents, were too 


high - ſpĩrited to be paſſive inſtruments in his hand. 


Thoſe who appeared more gentle and tractable, 
were deſtitute of capacity, and unequal to the 
charge. This augmented his perplexity and his 
fears. He deliberated long, and with much ſolici- 
tude, and was ſtill waveting in his choice, when 


Amador de Lares, the royal treaſurer in Cuba, and 
Andres Duero, his own ſecretary, the two perſons, 


in whom be chiefly confided, were enceuraged by 
this irreſolution to propoſe a new candidate, and 


ſupported their recommendation with ſuch affiduity 


and addrels, that, no leſs fatally for Velaſquez than 
The 


Cron. c. 7. Herrera, dec. 2 


* B. Diaz. c. 19. 
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HISTORY OF AMERICHK: 3 
„Tut man whom they pointed ont to him was BOOK 
Fernatido Cortes. He was born at Medellin, a v. 
ſmall town in Eſtremadura, in the year one thou- d 
ſand four handred and eighty-Hve, and deſcended . se 
from a family of nöble blood, but of very mo- Cortes com- 
derate fortane. ' Being originally deftined by his wander. 
parents to the ſtady of law, as the moſt likely 
method of bettering his condition, he was ſent 
early to the univerſity of Salamanca, where he im- 
piped ſome tincture of learning. But he was foot 
== diſguſted with an academic life, which did not 
mit his ardent and reſtleſs genius, and retired to 
Medellin, where he gave himſelf up entirely to 
active ſports and martial exerciſes. ' At this period 
of life, he was fo impetuous, fo overbearing, and 
fo diffipated; that his father was glad to comply 
with his inchnation, and fend him abroad as an 
adventurer in arms. There were in that age two 
ee on which ſuch of the Spaniſh 
youth as courted military glory might difplay their 
valour; one in Italy, under the command of the 
Great Captain; the other in the New World. 
Cortes preferred the former, but was prevented 
by indifpoſition from embarking with a reinforce- 
ment of troops ſent to Naples: Upon this difap- 
pointment he turned his views towards America, 
whither he was allured by the proſpect of the ad- 
vantages which he might derive from the pa- 
tronage of Ovando *, the governor of Hiſpaniola, 
who was his kinſman, hen he landed at St. 
Domingo in one thouſand five hundred and four, 
his reception was ſuch as equalled his moſt fan- 
= zinc hopes, and he was employed by the go- 
Vernor in ſeveral honourable and lucrative ſtations. = 
hefe, however, did not ſatisfy his ambition; 

and in the year one thouſand five hundred and 
(even, he obtained permiſſion to accompany Diego 
1 | i Velaſquez 
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-BO'OK Velaſquez. in bis expedition to Cuba. In this 
. ſervice be diſtinguiſhed bunſelf ſo much, that, 
"> notwithſtanding. ſome violent conteſts with Velaſ- 
1518. quez, occaſioned by trivial events, unworthy of 
-- - remembrance, he was at length taken into favour; 
ad received an ample conceſſion of lands and 
Indians, the recompence uſually beſtowed upon 
adventurers in the New World f. 
Tuovon Cortes had not hitherto acted in bigh 
command, he had diſplayed ſuch qualities in ſe- 
veral ſcenes of difficulty and danger, as raiſed 
.. univerſal expectation, and turned the eyes of his 
* countrymen towards him, as one capable of per- 
uy forming great things. The. turbulenee of youth; 
as ſoon as he found objects and occupations ſuited 
to the ardour of his mind, gradually fubſided, and 
ſettled into a habit of regular indefatigable aQi- 
vity. The impetuofity of his temper, . when he 
came to act with his equals, in ſenfibly abated, by 
being kept under reſtraint, and mellowed into a 
.cordial ſoldierly frankneſs. Theſe qualities were 
acccompanied with calm prudence in concerting 
his ſchemes, with perſevering vigour in executing 
them, and with what is peculiar to ſuperior genius, 
the art of gaining the confidence and governing 
the minds of men. To all which were added the 
inferior accompliſhments that ſtrike the vulgar, 
and command their reſpect; a graceful perſon, a 
winning aſpect, extraordinary addreſs in martial 
exerciſes, and. a conſtitution of ſuch vigour as to 
be capable of enduring any fatigue.z 
As ſoon as Cortes was mentioned to Velaſquez 
by his two confidents, he flattered himſelf that he 
had at length found what he had hitherto ſought 
; - In vain, a man With talents for command, but 
not an object of Jealouſy. Neither the rank 
nor 
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b - T Gomara Cron. c. 1, 2, 3. 
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- HISTORY OF AMERIOA: © „ 
nor the fortune of Cortes, as he imagined, were B Oo 
= fuct that he could aſpire at independence. He v. 

bad reaſon to believe, that by his own readineſs — 
= to bury ancient animoſitfes in oblivion, as well as 1518. 


A 


his liberality in conferring ſeveral recent favours,' . 
he had already gained the good will of Cortes, and 
hoped, by this new and unexpected mark of con- | 
fidence, that he might attach him for ever to his A. 
/ en deen 
Cors receiving his commiſhon with the Soon be- 
warmeſt expreſſions of reſpect and gratitude to the fe 
overnor, immediately erected his ſtandard before Ober 23. 
bie own houſe, appeared in a military dreſs, and 2 
aſſumed all the enfigns of his new dignity. His 
utmoſt infſuence and activity were — in per- 
ſuading many of his friends to engage in the ſer- 
vice, and in urging forward the preparations for 
the voyage. All his own funds, together with 
what money he could raiſe by mortgaging his 
lands and Indians, were expended in purehafing . | 
military ſtores and proviſions, or in ſupplying te 
wants of ſuch of his officers as were 'unable to 
| equip themſelves in a manner ſuited to their rank“. 
Inoffenfive, and even laudable as this conduct was, 
his diſappointed competitors were malicious enough 
to give It a turn to his diſadvantage: They re- 
preſented him as aiming already, with little dif: - 


f 


- _ 8 
. * : - TIL : . 
of a - » s 4 N bog” bs 
j . 2 . x 5 mt 2 > 
” - = — 5 7 — >, 5 — 
3 s % * ® > — 7 2 LN 8 . * w_ YT 1 - — af l <- 2 IB * 
Ps —_— # 7 . * * g Þ „ 4 © * IE. * - > 5 1 nf 
* ES) n 1 7M = Fl * r 8 . * — een 8 
I n 2 * * 2 i | , y . | 1 : 
* * ” 
> - g 


W 
bs a 


N 
8 


* 
— 


4 3 guiſe, at eſtabliſhing an independent authority 3 
1 ooeer his troops, and endeavouring to ſecure their | 


reſpect or love by his oſtentatious and intereſted £00 
1 They reminded Velaſquez of his for- i 
mer diſſenſions with the man in whom he now ' * {7 
repoſed ſo much confidence, and foretold that 
Cortes would be more apt to avail himſelf of the 
= power, which he was inconſiderately putting in 


\ 


* See NOTE III. 


& | HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
| 0:0 bis hands, t6 avenge paſt. injuries, than. to re- 
V. quite late obligations. e ene wu 
ſuch ,impreſkon, upon the: ſuſpicious mind of Ve- 
i515, laſquez, that Cartes ſoon. obſerved ſome ſymptoms 
ok a growing alienation and diſtruſt in his; be- 
haviour, and was adviſed by his friends, Lares 
and Duero, to haſten bis departure, before! they 
ſhould. become ſo confirmed; as to bneak out 
with open violence. Fully ſenfible of this dan- 
ger, he urged forward his preparations with ſuch 
rapidity, that be ſet ſail from St. Jago de Cuba 
on the eighteenth of November, Velaſquez ac- 
companying. him to the ſhore, and taking leave 
of him with an appearance of perfect friendſhip 
and, confidence, though he had ſecretly. given it 
in charge to ſome of his officers, to keep! a wat h. 


ful eye upon every part of their commander's 
„„ S | 


Endeavours Cormegs proeęeded to Trinidad, a fmall ſettle · 

hat e ment on the ſame fide of the Illand, where he was 

commiſſion. joined by ſeveral adyenturers, and received: a 

ſupply of proviſions and military ſtones, of which. 

his. ſtock was ſill very incomplete. He had 

hardly left St Jago, when the jealouſy which bad 

been working in the breaſt of Velaſquez grew ſo 

violent that it was impoſſible to ſuppreſs it. The 

armament was no longer under his own eye and 

direction; and he felt that as bis power over it 

ceaſed, that of Cortes became more abſolute. Ima, 
en now aggravated. every airgumſtance, which 

ad formerly excited ſuſpicion: the rivals of 

Cortes induſtriouſly threw in reflections Which 

increaſed his fears; and with no leſs art than malice 

they called ſuperſtitien.to their aid, employing the 

3», Predictions of an aſtrologer in order to complete 

5 the alarm. All theſe, by their united operation, 

. | produced 


* Gomara Cron. C. FO B. Diaz. Co 20. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA 7 


produced: the defired eſſect. Velaſquez repented BO-O-K 
5 binerly of his own imprudence, in having com- YV 
- mitted a truſt of ſo much importance to a perſon TY” 
whoſe: fidelity appeared ſo doubtful, and haftily 318. 
diſpatched -inſtragtions to Trinidad, empowering 
Verdugo, - the chief. magiſtrate there, to depriye 
Cortes of his commiſſion. But Cortes had already 
made ſuch progreſs in gaining the eſteem and con- 
3 of his ere that, 8 — well 
as foldiers -zealous to ſupport his authority, 
ſoothed e Verdugo, and was wg 
| mitted to depart from Frinidad without molefta- 
tion. . 
From Trinidad Cortes ſailed far Havanna, in or- 994 t lay 
der to raiſe more ſoldiers, and to complete the vic: arc. 
tualling of his fleet. There ſeveral perſons of dif. 
tinction entered: into the ſervice, and 4 5 to 
ſupply what proviſions were ſtill wanting; but as 
it was negelln to allow them ſome time for per- 
forming what they had promiſed, Velaſquez, ſen- 
ſible that he ought no longer to rely on a man of 
whom he had ſo openly diſcovered his diſtruſt, 
availec himſelf of the interyal, which this unavoid- 
able delay afforded, in order to make one attempt 
more to wreſt the command out of the hands of 
Cortes. He loudly complained of Verdugo's con- 
duct, accuſing him either of childiſh facility, or of 
manifeſt treachery, in ſuffering Cortes to eſcape 
from Trinidad, Anxious to guard againſt a fecond 
diſappointment, he ſent a perſon of confidence to 
the Havanna, with peremptory injun&tions to 
Pedro Barba, his lieutenant-governor in that co- 
lony, inſtantly: to arreſt Cortes, to ſend him pri- 
ſoner to St. Jago under a ſtrong guard, and to 
countermand the departure of the armament until 
he ſhould receive farther orders: ke wrote like- 
wiſe to the principal officers, requiring them to 
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B:OOKrmflift Barba in executing what he had given him 
VV. im charge. But before the arrival of his meſſen- 
ger, a Franciſcan friar of St Jago had ſecretly con- 

. 1518. eyed an account of this intereſting tranſaQion to, 
Bartholomew de Olmedo, a ny of the ſame, 
order, who acted as chaplain to the expedition. 

Cortes de- _ CORTES, forewarned of the danger, had time 

ſchemes, to take precautions for his own, ſafety. His firſt 

and conti- ſtep, Was 1 find ſome pretext for removing from, 
parations. * Havanna Diego de Ordaz, an officer of great merit, 
a but in whom, on account of his known attach- 
ment to Velaſquez, he could not confide in this 
trying and delicate juncture. He gave him the 
command of a veſſel, deſtined to take on board 
| ſome proviſions in a ſmall harbour beyond Cape. 
Antonio; and thus made — of his abſence, 
without ſeeming to ſuſpect his duc. When he 
was gone, Cortes no longer concealed the inten- 
tions of Velaſquez from his troops; and as officers 
and ſoldiers were cqually impatient to ſet out on 
an expedition, in preparing for which moſt of them. 
had expended all their fortune, they expreſſed their. 
aſtoniſhment. and indignation at — illiberal jea- 
louſy, to which the governor was about to ſacri- le 
fice, not only the honour of their general, but all a 
their ſanguine hopes of glory and wealth. With 0 
one voice they entreated that he would not aban- i 
don the important ſtation to which he had ſuch a c 
r They conjured him not to deprive at 
them of a leader whom they followed with ſuch 1 
Well- founded confidence, and offered to ſhed the h 
laaſt drop of their blood in maintaining his autho- d 
rity. Cortes was eaſily induced. to — with 7 
I: 
0 


OO — 22 — To 


— 


FC.. er. Wl on 


what he ſo ardently. defired. He ſwore that he 
never would deſert ſoldiers who had given him 
ok $. 50a" proof of their attachment, and pro- 

\ ables inſtantly to conduct them to that rich coun- 
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try, which had been ſo long the object of their 3; oo 
thoughts and wiſhes. This declaration was re- V. | 
ceived with tranſports. of military applauſe, / a- 
companied with threats and imprecatiogs againſt 189. 
all who ſhould preſume to call in queſtion the, 
juriſdiction of their general, or to obſtruct the exe: 
cution of his deſignsss 7 ET 

EveRy. thing was now ready. for their depar- The amount. 
ture: but though this expedition was the united weren 
effort of the Spaniſh power in Cuba; though every S 
ſettlement had contributed its quota of men and. No 
proviſions ; though the governor had laid out con- 
ſiderable ſums, and each adventurer had exhauſted. 
his ſtock, or ſtrained his credit, -the poverty of the. 
preparations was ſuch as muſt aſtoniſh the preſent 
age, and bore, indeed, no reſemblance to an ar- 
mament deſtined fax the conqueſt of a greet em- 
pire, The fleet conſiſted of eleven veſſels, the 
largeſt of a hundred tons, which was dignified with,. 
the name of Admiral, three of ſeventy or eighty 
tons, and the reſt ſmall qpen barks, On board of 
theſe were fix hundred and ſeventeen men; of. 
which five hundred and eight belonged to the land 
ſervice, and a hundred and nine were ſeamen or 
artificers. - The ſoldiers were divided into eleven 
companies, according to the number of. the ſhips; 
t9 each of which Cortes appointed a captain, and 
committed to him the command of the veſſel while 
at ſea, and of. the men when on ſhore . As the 
uſe af fire - arms among the nations of Europe was 
hitherto confined to a few- battalions of regularly 
diſciplined. infantry, only thirteen ſoldiers were 
armed with muſkets, thirty-two. were croſs-bow- 
men, and the reſt had ſwords and ſpears. In- 
ftead of the uſual defenſive armour, which e 

e F have 


* 


* 


See NOTE Iv. 


ook bare been eumberſeme in a hot climate, they wore 
V. Jackets, quilted with cotton, which experience bad 
wx taught the Spaniards to be a ſufficient protection 
1518: againſt the weapons of the Americans. Fhe had 
RY only ſixteen horſes, ten ſmall field-pieces, and four 
flaleonets f n 

Feb. 10. Wirz this ſlender and ill- provided train did 
De Cortes ſet ſail, to make war upon a monarch whoſe 
from Cuba. dominions were more extenfive than all the king. 
doms ſubject to the Spaniſn crown. As religious 
enthufiaſm always mingled with the fpirit of ad- 
venture in the New- World, and, by a combina- 

tion ſtill more firange, united with avarice, in 


prompting the Spantards to all their enterpriſes, 


2 large croſs was diſplayed in their ſtandards, with 
this 1nſcription, Let us follow the gro; for under 
thts fign we ſhall conguer, | 
So powerfully were Cortes and his followers 
animated with both theſe paſſions that, no lefs 
cager to plunder the opulent country whither they 
were bound, than * wm to propagate the Chriſ- 
tian faith among its inhabitants, they ſet out, not 
with the ſolicitude natural to men going upon dan- 
gerous ſervice, but with that confidence which 
' ariſes from ſecurity of ſucceſs, and certainty of the 
| divine protection. e 1206 e ee 
| Touchesat As Cortes had determined to touch at every 


n place which Grijalva had viſited, he ſteered di- 


rectly towards the iffand of Cozumel; there he had 
the good fortune to redeem Jerome de Aguilar, a 
Spaniard, who had been eight years a priſoner 
among the Indians. This man was perfectly ac- 


quainted with a dialect of their language, under- 


ood through a large extent of country, and pof- 


ſeſfing beſides a confiderable ſhare of f 


1 B. Diaz. e. 19. 
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river of Fob 


Cozumel Comes procceded' to the 
in B. regeption 


ally changed. After re peated endeavours t to eon- 
eiliate their good-will, ap was conſtrained to have 


enemy were numerous, and advanced with _ 
ordinary courage, they were routed, with | 
ſlaughter, in feveral fuceeflive actions. The — 

which they ſuſtained, and ſtill more the aſtoniſh- 
ment and terror excited by the deſtructive eſſect 


Wot the fire-arms, and the dreadful appearance of 


the horſes, humbled their Here fpirie:, and in 


ducec them to ſue for peace. They acknowledged 


be king of Caſtile as their ſovereign, and granted 


ortes a ſupply of proviſions, with a preſent of 
otton 1 ſome at and dener female 


keeping as near 71 2 
ſerve the country 


diſeover no mY 
der place for hands _—_ he arrived at St. 


le Ulua . As he entered this harbour, a 
ance full of people, e 
emed to be perſons of diſtinction, 8 
is ſhip, with figns of peace and amiey. 

me on board without fear or diſtruſt, and ad- 


iretled bim in a moſt reſpeQfil manner, but in a 


anguage altogether unknown to Aguilar. Cortes 
as in the utmoſt perplexity and diſtreſs, at an 
vent of * inſtantly foreſaw all the conſe- 


quences 


8 * NOTE V. 


B. Diaz. e. 31—36. Gomara Eron. c. 123. Her- 
ra, der. 2, lib, iv. c. 115 &c. 


roved extremely ufeful as an inter- 100 


as friend - 
by as Grijalva had met waht e, and of finding Ma 
gold in the ſame abundances ; but the diſpefitiow ng — 

05 the natives, from ſome unknown eaule, Was to» baſco. 


recourſe to violence. Though the forces of the 


no. polls, in order to 6585 de 
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B OO K quences, and already felt the heſitation: and uncer, 
V. tainty with which; he ſhould carry on the. great 
www ſchemes which he meditated, if, in 
1519, with the natives, he muſt depend entirely upon 


his tranſactions 


ſuch an imperfect, ambiguous, and conjectural 
mode of communication, as the uſe of ſigns. But 
be did not remain Jong in this embarraſſing ſitua- 


tion: a fortunate accident extricated him, when 


his own ſagagity could have contributed little to- 
wards his relief, One af the female ſlaves, whom 
he had received from the cazique of Tabaſco, hap- 
ned to be preſent at the firſt interview between 
rtes and his new gueſts, She perceived his diſ- 


treſs, as well as the confuſion of Aguilar; and as 


ſhe perfectly underſtood the Mexican language, 
ſhe explained what they ſaid in the Yucatan tongue, 
with which Aguilar was acquainted, This woman 

| known afterwards by the name of Donna Marina, 
and Who makes a conſpicuous figure in the hiſtory 
of the New World, where great revolutions were 
brought about by ſmall cauſes and inconſiderable 
inſtruments, was born in one of the provinces of 
the Mexican empire. Having been carried off a 
captive by ſome hoſtile. party, after. a variety of 
adventures ſhe fell into the ads of the Tabaſ- 
cans, and had reſided long enough among them 
to acquire their language, without loſing the uſe 
of her own. Though it was both tedious and 
troubleſome to converſe by the intervention of twa 
different interpreters, Cortes was ſo highly pleaſed 
with having diſcovered this method of carrying 
on ſome intercourſe with the people of a country 
into which he was determined to penetrate, that 
in the tranſports of his joy he conſidered it as a 
viſible interpoſition of Providence in his Ow. 
| ? | f 

B. Diaz. c. 37, 38, 39. Gomara Cron. c. 25, 26. Her 
rera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 4. * e | 
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H nom learned; that the two perſons whom © O K 
he had received on board his ſhip were deputies V. 7 
from Pilpatoe and Teutile; the one gavernor of-. | 
that province under a great monarch; whom they 1519. I 
called Montezuma, and the other the commander _—_— 
of his forces there, and that they were ſent to 
inquire what his intentions were in viſiting their 
coaſt, and to offer him what aſſiſtance he might 
need, in order to continue his voyage. Cortes, 
ſtruck with the appearance of thoſe people, as 
well as the tenor of the meſſage, aſſured them, 
in reſpectful terms, that he approached their 
country. with moſt friendly ſentiments, and came 
to propoſe matters of great importance to the 
welfare of their prince and his kingdom, which 
he would unfold- more fully in perſon to the go- 
vernor and the general. Next morning, without 
waiting for any anſwer, he landed his troops, his 
horſes and artillery; and having choſen proper 
ground, began to erect huts for his men, and to 
tortify his camp. The natives, inſtead of oppo- 
ſing the entrance of thoſe fatal gueſts into their 
country. aſhſted-them in all their operations, with 
an alacrity of which they had ere long good reaſon 
Wenne 4-7 1 „ 

NExr day, Pilpatoe and Teutile entered the His frſt in- 
Spaniſh camp with a numerous retinue ; and Cor. win, 
tes conſidering them as the miniſters of a great Mexicans. 
monarch, entitled to a degree of attention very dif- 
ferent from that which the Spaniards were accuſ- 
tomed to pay to the petty Caziques, with whom 
they had ' intercourſe, received them with much 
formal ceremony. He informed them, that he 
came as ambaſſador from Don Carlos of Auſtria, 
king of Caſtile, the greateſt monarch of the eaſt, 
and was intruſted with propoſitions of ſuch mo- 
ment, that he could impart them to none but the 
emperor Montezuma himſelf; and therefore re- 

RT Oe quired 


'P 


I'S B 00 K quired hom to conduct him, without loſs of time, 


1615. 


filled with many difquieting gaming ever 


impatient to become maſters of a country 


Cortes could hardly liſten with patience to the 


tratted their eyes, as ſingular: 


N 
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into the prefence of their maſter. The Mexican 
vr: ops r conceal their uneaſineſs at a re- 
queſt, Which they knew to be diſagreeable, and 
which, they forelaw, might prove extremely em. 
bavraſſing to their ſovereigi, whofe mind had been 


ſinee the former appearance of the Spaniards on 
his c ſts. But before they attempred to diſſuade 
Cortes from ãnſiſt ing on this demand, they endca- 
youredito conciliate his good will, by entreating 
f certain pre ſents, Which, as hum- 
Raves of Montezuma; they laid at his feet. 
Pheſe were introduced with great parade, and con- 
hſted of fine cotton cloth, of plumes of various 
colours ; and of ornaments of gold and filver to a 
conſiderable value; the workmanſtiip of which 
appeared to be as curious, as the materials were 


rich: The diſplay of theſe produced an effect ex 
very different from what the Mexicans intended. fel 
Inſtead of ſatisfying, it increaſed the avidity of foi 


the Spaniards, and rendered them ſo eager and 
which 
abounded with ſuch precious productions, that 


arguments which Pilpatoe and Teutile employed 
to diſſuade him from viſiting the capital, and in a 
haughty determined tone he inſiſted on his de- 
mand, of being admitted to a perſonal audience of 
their fovereign: Durmg this interview, ſome 
poo in the train of the Mexican chiefs, had 
en diligently employed in delineating, upon 
white cotton cloths, figures of the ſhips, the horſes, 
the artillery, the ſoldiers, and whatever elſe at- 
When Cortes ob- 
ſerved this, and was informed that theſe pictures 
were to be ſent to Montezuma, in order to con- 
vey to him a more lively idea of the Ant, 
5 an 


\ 
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and wonderful objects now preſented to their 3; o bR 
view, than any words could communicate, he re- V. Me 
ſolved to render the repreſentation ſtill more ani- "TS | 
mated and intereſting, by exhibiting ſuch a ſpec- 519. 
tacle as might give both them and their monarch 

an awful impreſſion of the extraordinary proweſs 

of his followers, and the irrefiſtible forte of their 

arms. The trumpets, by his order, ſounded an 

alarm; the troops, in a moment, formed in order 

of battle, the infantry performed ſuch martial ex- 
ereiſes as were beſt ſuited to diſplay the effect of 

their different weapons; the horſe, in various evo- 

lutions, gave a ſpecimen of their agility and 
ſtrength ; the artillery, pointed towards the thick 
woods which ſurrounded the camp, made dreadful 

us havock among the trees. The Mexicans looked on 
wich chat ſilent amazement, which is natural when 

ch Iſche mind is ſtruck with objects, which are both 

re awful and above its comprehenſion. But, at the 
exploſion of the cannon, many of them fled, ſome 

fell to the ground, and all were ſo much con- 
founded at the fight of men whoſe power ſo nearly 
reſembled that of the Gods, that Cortes found it 


ch {difficult tocoimpoſe and re- aſſure them. The painters 
hat had now many new fubjeRs on which to exerciſe 
the heir art, and they put their fancy on the ſtretch 
ved In order to invent figures and characters to repre- 


ent the extraordinary things which they had ſeen. 
Mzs8:NotzRs were immediately Jiatched tO Negotiations 
ontezuma with thoſe pictures, and a full account 3 


pf de thing that had paſſed ſince the arrival 


f the Spaniards, and by them Cortes ſent a pre- 
ent of ſome European curioſities to Montezuma, 
hich though of no great value, he believed would 
> acceptable on account of their novelty. The 
exican monarchs, in order to obtain early infor- 


ation of every occurrence in all the corners of 
eir valt empire, had introduced a refinement in 
50 : F police 


B Oo k police, unknown, at that time, in Europe. They 
V. bad couriers poſted at proper ſtations along the 


2 
15 19. 


. 
= 


ture to make it known until they had previouſly en. 
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e e e theſe were trained to agility 
by a regular education, and. relieved one another 
at moderate diftances, they conveyed intelligence 
with ſurpriſing rapidity. Though the capital in 
which Montezuma reſided was above a hundred 
and eighty miles from St. Juan de Ulua; Cortes's 

reſents were poet To and an anſwer to 
his demands was received in a few days. The 
ſame officers who had hitherto treated with the 
Spaniards, were employed to deliver this anſwer ; 
but as they knew how repugnant the determination 
of their -maſter was to all the ſchemes and wiſhes 
of the Spaniſh coinmander, they would. not ven. 


deavoured to ſooth and mollify him. For this 


Hispreſerts, purpoſe, they renewed: the hegociation by intro. 


ducing a train of an hundred Indians loaded with 
preſents ſent to him by Montezunia; The magni: 


ficenct of theſe was fuch'as became a great mo- 


narch, and far exceeded any idea which the Spa. 
niards had hitherto formed of his wealth. They 
were placed upon mats ſpread ' on the ground, in 
ſuch order as ſhewed them to the greateſt advantage. 
Cortes and his officers viewed, with admiration, the 
various manufaQures of the country, cottor {tufts 5 
fine, and of ſuch delicate texture as to reſeniblefilk; 

ictures of animals, trees; and other natural ob. 
Jes formed with feathers of different colours, di 
poſed and mingled with ſuch ſkill and elegance 
as to rival the works of the pencil in truth and 
beauty of imitation. But what chiefly attractef 
their eyes, were two large plates of a circular form 
one of maſhve gold repreſenting the ſun, the othi 


of ſilver, an emblem of the moon“. Theſe were a 
12 compania 


* See NOTE VI. 
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companied with bracelets, collars, rings, and otherBOOK 
trinkets of gold; and that nothing might be want- V. 
hich could give the. Spaniards a complete 
. idea of what the country afforded, with ge, { 1519: 
boxes filled with ; pearls, precious ſtones, and 
grains of gold unwrought, as they had been found 


ing which could 


* 9 


in the mines or rivers. Cortes received all theſe 
with an appearance of profound veneration for 
the eh by whom they 

when the Mexicans, pre 

formed him that their maſter, t 
him to accept of what he had Tent as a token 


of his regard for the prince whom he repreſented, 


would not gwe_ his conſent that foreign troops 
ſhould approach nearer to his capital, or even 
allow them to continue longer in his dominions, 
Cortes declared, in a manner more reſolute and 
5 than formerly, that he muſt inſiſt 
on his firſt demand, as he could not without diſ- 
honour, return to his own ſovereign, until he was 


admitted into the preſence of the prince whom 


he was dee to viſit in his name. The Mex- 
icans, aſtoniſhed at ſeeing any man dare to op- 
pole that will, which they were accuſtomed to 
confider as ſupreme and irrefiſtible, yet afraid of 
precipitating their country into an open rupture 
with ſuch formidable enemies, prevailed with 
Cortes to promiſe, that he would not move from 
his preſent camp, until the return of a meſſenger, 
whom they ſent to Montezuma for farther inftruc- 
tions“. . | 


” 


Tx firmneſs with which Cortes adhered to his State of the 


original propoſal ſhould, naturally, have brought «© 


the negociation between him and Montezuma to wat period. 


a ſpeedy iſſue, as. it ſeemed to leave the Mexican 
monarch no choice, but either to receive him with 
Vor. II. 77GFC(ãĩ VV 


* B. Diaz. c. 30. Gomara Cron. c. 27. Herrera, dec2. 
lib, v. c. 5, 6. 1 8 | 48 


y were beſtowed. But — pl | 
ing uf this, in- approach bis 
; Fr deſired i. 
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Keonfidence as a friend, or to oppoſe him openly 


as an enemy. The latter was what might have 


> been expected from a haughty prince in poſſeſſion 


151, of | extenfive- power. The Mexican empire, at 


this period, was at a pitch of grandeur to which 
1 ociety ever attained in fo ſhort a period. 
hough it had ſubſiſted only a hundred and thirty 
years, its dominion extended from the North to 


the South Sea, over territories, ſtretching about 
five hundred leagues from eaſt to weſt, and more 
than two hundred from north to ſouth, compre- 


hending provinces not inferior in fertility, popu- 
lation, and opulence, to any in the torrid zone. 
The people were warlike and enterprifing ; the 
authority of the monarch unbounded, and his 
revenues confiderable. If, with the forces which 
might have been ſuddenly aſſembled in ſuch an 
empire. Montezuma had fallen upon the Spa- 
mards while encamped on a barren unhealthy 
coaſt, unſupported/ by any ally, without a place of 
retreat, and deſtitute of . it is impoſſi ble, 
<yen with all the advantages of their ſuperior diſ- 
cipline and arms, that they could have ſtood the 
ſhock, and they muſt either have periſhed in ſuch 

an a conteſt, or have abandoned the enter- 


Charadter of As the power of Montezuma enabled him to take 
narch. 


this ſpirited part, his own diſpoſitions ſeemed na- 
turally to prompt him to it. Of all the princes 
who had fwayed the Mexican ſceptre, he was the 


' moſt haughty, the moſt violent, and the moſt im- 


atient of controul. His: ſubje&s looked up w 
Pee with awe, and his enemies with terror. 'The 

former he governed with unexampled rigour, but 
they were impreſſed with ſuch an opinion of his 
capacity as commanded their reſpect; and by 
many victories over the latter, he had ſpread far 
the dread of his arms, and had added ſeveral con- 
ſiderable provinces to his dominions. But * 
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his talents might be ſuited to the tranſactions of B O OK 
a ſtate ſo imperfectly poliſhed as the Mexican em- V. 
pire, and ſuthcient to conduct them while in their 
accuſtomed eourſe, they were altogether inadequate 319. 
to a conjunQure ſo extraordinary, and did not qua- 
lify him either to judge with the diſcernment, or to 
act with the deciſion, requiſite in ſuch a trying 
* Faomthe moment thatthe Spaniards appeared on is e 
FROM the moment that the Spaniards ap „ Fro ng 
his.coaſt, he diſcovered Hs of timidity and rn fon 
embarraſſment. . Inſtead of taking ſuch reſolutions the ante f 
as the conſciquſneſs of his own power, or the me- — 
2 of his former exploits, might have inſpired, 
he deliberated with an anxiety and heſitation which 
did not eſcape the notice of his meaneſt courtiers. 
The perplexity and difcompoſure of Montezuma's 
mind upon this occaſion, as well as the general diſ- 
may of his ſubjects, was not owing wholly to the 
impreſſion which the Spaniards had made by the 
novelty of their appearance and the terror of their 
arms; its origin may be traced up to a more remote 
ſource. There was an opinion, if we may believe 
the earlieſt and moſt authentic Spaniſh hiſtorians, 
almoſt univerſal among the Americans, that fome 
dreadful calamity was unpending over their heads, 
from a race of formidable invaders who ſhould 
come from regions towards the riſing ſun, to over- 
run and deſolate their country. Whether this 
diſquieting apprehenſion flowed from the memory 
of ſome natural calamity, which had afflicted that 
part of the globe, and impreſſed: the minds of 
the inhabitants with ſuperſtitious: fears and fore- 
bodings, or whether it was an imagination ac- 
cidentally ſuggeſted by the aſtoniſhment which 
the firſt ſight of a new race of men occaſioned, 
it is impoſhble to determine. But as the Mexicans 
were more prone to ſuperſtition than any people 
in the New World, they were more 9 af. 
C 2 l fected 
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BO o k fected with the appearance of the Spaniards, whom 


M.. * 
— 
1519. 


p 
* 


Continues 
to negociate. 


their credulity inſtantly repreſented as the inſtru- 
ments deſtined to bring about that fatal revolution 
which they dreaded. Under thoſe circumſtances, 
it ceaſes to be incredible, that a handful of adven. 
turers ſhould alarm. the monarch of a great em- 
pire and all his ſubjects *. 


NoTWITHSTANDING the influence of this im- 


_ preſſion, when the meſſenger arrived from the Spa- 


niſh camp with an account, that Cortes, adhering 


to his original demand, refuſed to obey the order 


enjoining him to leave the country, Montezuma 
aſſumed ſome degree of reſolution, and in a tranſ- 
port of rage, natural to a fierce prince unaccul- 
tomed to meet with any oppoſition to his will, he 
threatened to ſacrifice thoſe preſumptuous ſtrangers 
to his gods. But his doubts and fears quickly 


returned, and inſtead of iſſuing orders to carry his 


Anxiety and. ME ANWHILE, 


apprehen- 
ſions of the 
Spaniards. 


threats into execution, he again called his miniſters 
to confer and offer their advice. Feeble and tem- 
porifing meaſures will always be the reſult, when 
men allemble to deliberate in a fituation where 
they ought to act. The Mexican council took no 
effectual meaſure for expelling ſuch troubleſome 
intruders, and were ſatisfied with iſſuing a more 
poſitive injunction, requiring them to leave the 
country; but this they prepoſterouſly accompanied 
with · a preſent of ſuch value, as proved a freſh in- 
duce ment to remain there. „ 

the Spaniards were not without 
ſolicitude or a variety of ſentiments, in deli- 
berating concerning their own future conduct. 
From what they had already ſeen, many of them 
formed ſuch extravagant ideas concerning the 


opulence 


»Cortes Relatione Secunda, ap Ramuſ. iii. 234, 235. 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. iii. c. 1. lib. v. c. 11. lib. vii. c. 6. Go- 
mara Cron. c. 66. 92. 144. N 
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opulence of the country, that deſpiſing danger or q O OR 
hardſhips when they had in view treaſures which V. 
appeared to be inexhauſtible, they were eager to ww 
attempt the conqueſt. Others eſtimating the power 1319. 
of the Mexican empire by its wealth, and enume- 
rating the various proofs which had occurred of its 
being under a well-regulated adminiſtration, con- 
tended that it would be an act of the wildeſt frenzy 
to attack ſuch a ſtate with a ſmall body of men, 
in ant of proviſions, unconnected with any ally, 
and already enfeebled by the diſeaſes peculiar to 
the climate, and the loſs of ſeveral of their num- 
ber f. Cortes ſecretly applauded. the advocates 
for bold meaſures, and cheriſhed their romantic 
hopes, as ſuch ideas correſponded with his own, 
and favoured the execution of the ſchemes which 
he had formed, From the time that the ſuſpicions Schemes of 
of Velaſquez broke out with open violenee in his 
attempt to deprive him of the. authority which he 
had conferred, he ſaw the neceſſity of diſſolving a 
connection, which would obſtruct and embarraſs all 
his operations, and watched for a proper opportu- 
nity of coming to a final rupture with him. Having 
this in view, he had laboured, by every art, to 
ſecure the eſteem and affection of his foldiers. 
With his abilities for command, it was eaſy to 
gain their eſteem ; and his followers were quickly 
atisfied that they might rely, with perfect confi- 
dence, on the conduc and courage of their leader. 
Nor was it more difficult to acquire their affection. 
Among adventurers, nearly of the ſame rank, 
and ſerving at their own expence, the dignity; of 
command did not elevate a general above mingling 
with thoſe who acted under him. Cortes availed 
himſelf of this freedom of intercourſe, to inſi- 
nuate himſelf into their favour, and by his affable. 

Ts manners, 


+ B. Diaz. c. 49. 
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BOOK manners, by well-timed acts of liberality to ſome, 
V. by inſpiring all with vaſt hopes, and by allowing 
—T> them to trade . privately with the natives “, he at- 
1519- tached the greater part of his ſoldiers ſo firmly to 
himſelf, that they almoſt forgot that the armament 
had been fitted out by the authority, and at the ex- 

| pence of another. | | | 
His addres DURING thoſe intrigues, Teutile arrived with 
them on. the preſent from Montezuma, and, together with 
it, delivered the ultimate order of that monarch to 
depart inſtantly out of his dominions ; and when 
Cortes, inſtead of complying, renewed his requeſt 
of an audience, the Mexican turned from him ab- 
ruptly, and quitted the camp with looks and geſtures 
which ſtrongly expreſſed his ſurpriſe and reſent- 
ment. Next morning none of the natives, who 
uſed to frequent the camp in great numbers, 1n 
order to barter with the ſoldiers, and bring in 
proviſions, appeared. All friendly correſpondence 
ſeemed now to be at an end, and it was expected 
every moment that hoſtilities would commenee, 
This, though an event that might have been fore- 
ſeen, occaſioned a ſudden conſternation among 
the Spaniards, which emboldened the adherents of 
Volubines: not only to murmur and cabal againſt 
their general, but to appoint one of their number 
to remonſtrate openly againſt his imprudence in, 
attempting the conqueſt of a mighty empire with 
ſuch inadequate force, and to urge the neceſſity of 
returning to Cuba, in order to refit the fleet and 
augment the army. Diego de Ordaz, one of his 
principal officers, whom the malcontents charged 
with this commiſſion, delivered it with a ſoldierly 
freedom and bluntneſs, aſſuring him that he ſpoke 
the ſentiments of the whole army. Cortes liſtened 
to him without any appearance of emotion ; and 
"Mm | . 5 


* See NOTE VII. 
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diers, and foreſaw how they would receive a pro- 


23 
as he well knew the temper and wiſhes of his ſol- B O * K 


{chemes which they had been bo finiite with ſach 
complacency, he carried his diſſimulation fo far as 


to ſeem to relinquiſh his own meaſures in com- 


pliance with the requeſt of Ordaz, and iſſued or- 
ders that the army fhould be 1n readineſs next day 
to embark for Cuba. As ſoon as this was known, 
the diſappointed adventurers exclaimed and threat- 
ened ; the emiſſaries of Cortes mingling with 
them, inflamed their rage ; the ferment became 
general ; the whole camp was almoſt in open mu- 
tiny; all demanding with eagerneſs to ſee their 
commander, Cortes was not flow in appearing ; 
when, with ane voice, they expreſſed their aſto- 
niſhment and indignation at the orders which they 


poſition; fatal at once to all the ſplendid hopes and... Ky 


1519. 


had received, It was unworthy, they cried, f 


the Caſtilian courage to be daunted at the firſt aſpect 
of danger, and infamous to fly before any enemy 
appeared. For their parts, they were determined 
not to relinquiſh an enterpriſe, that had hitherto 
been ſucceſsful, and which tended fa viſibly to 
ſpread the knowledge of true religion, and to ad- 
vance the glory and intereſt of their country. Hap- 
py under his command, they would follow him 
with alacrity through every danger, in queſt of 
thoſe ſettlements and treaſures which he had fo 
long held out to their view ; but if he choſe rither 
to return to Cuba, and tamely giveup all his hopes 
of diſtinction and opulence to an envious rival, 
they would inſtantly chuſe another general to con- 
duct them in that path of glory which he had not 


ſpirit to enter, ee | 5 
Corres, delighted with their ardour, took no 
offence at the boldneſs with which it was uttered. 
The ſentiments were what he himſelf had inſpired, 
and the warmth of expreſhon ſatisfied him 1 5 
is 
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BO © E his ſoldiers had imbibed them. thoroughly. He 
V. affected, however to be ſurpriſed at what he heard, 
— declaring that his orders to prepare for embarking 
_ 1519, were iſſued from a perſuaſion that this was agree- 
 __ able to his troops; that, from deference to what 
he had -been informed was their inclination, he 

had ſacrificed his own private opinion, which was 

firmly bent on eſtabliſhing immediately a ſettle- 

ment on the ſea-coaſt, and then on endeavouring 

to penetrate into the interior part of the country ; 

that now he was convinced of his error; and as 

he perceived that they were animated with the 
enerous ſpirit which breathed in every true 

paniard, he would reſume, with freſh ardour, 

his original plan of operation, and doubted not 

to conduct them, in the career of victory, to ſuch 
independent fortunes as their valour merited. 

Upon this declaration, ſhouts of applauſe teſtified 

the excels of their joy. The meaſure ſeemed to 

be taken with unanimous conſent ; ſuch as ſecretly 
condemned it, being obliged to join in the ac- 
clamations, partly to conceal their diſaffection 

from the general, and partly to avoid the im- 
putation of cowardice from their fellow-ſoldiers *. 
Eftabliſhesa WITHOUT allowing his men time to cool or 
— Es to reflect, Cortes ſet about carrying his deſign 
ment. into execution. In order to give a beginning to 
a colony, he aſſembled the principal perſons in 

his army, and by their ſuffrages elected a council 

and magiſtrates, in whom the government was to 

be veſted. As men naturally tranſplant the inſti- 

tutions and forms of the mother- country into their 

pew ſettlements, this was framed upon the model 

of a Spaniſh corporation. The magiſtrates were 
diſtinguiſhed; by the ſame names and enſigns of 

7 . LY office, 
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office, and were to exerciſe a, ſimilar juriſdiction. BOOK 
All the perſons choſen were moſt firmly devoted V. 
to Cortes, and the inſtrument of their election was = 
framed in the king's name, without any mention 319. 
of their dependence on Velaſquez. 'The two prin- 

ciples of avarice and enthuſiaſm, which prompted 

the Spaniards to all their enterpriſes in the New 
World, ſeemed to have concurred .in ſuggeſtin 

the name which Cortes beſtowed on his ch Be, 
ſettlement. He called it, Villa rica de la vera Cruz, 

hat is, The rich town of the true Croſs. 

Tux firſt meeting of the new council was diſ- Revigns his 
tinguiſhed by a tranſaction of great moment. As miſſion. 
ſoon as it aſſembled, Cortes applied for leave to 
enter; and approaching with many marks of 
profound reſpect, which added dignity to the 
tiibunal, and ſet an example of reverence for its 


vith the authority and repreſenting the perſon of 
heir ſovereign ; that accordingly 2 would com- 
unicate to them what he deemed eſſential to the 
public fafety, with the ſame dutiful fidelity as if he 
were addreſſing his 43 maſter ; that the ſecu- 
ity of a colony ſettled in a great empire, whoſe 
overeign had already diſcovered his hoſtile inten- 
ions, depended upon arms, and the efficacy of 
heſe upon the ſubordination and diſcipline pre- 
erved among the troops; that his right to com- 
and was derived from a commiſſion granted by 
he governor of Cuba; and as that had been long 
ince revoked, the lawfulneſs of his juriſdiction 
ight well be queſtioned ; that he ſeemed to act 
pon a defeRiye, or even a dubious title; «7 
cou 
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BOOK could they truſt an army which might diſpute 

V. the powers of its general, at a juncture when i 

[ ought implicitly to obey his orders; that, moved 

1519. by theſe conſiderations, he now refigned all hi 

authority to them, that they, having both right to 

chuſe, and power to confer full juriſdiction, might 

appoint one, in the king's name, to command the 

army in its future operations; and as for his own 

part, ſuch was his zeal for the ſervice in which they 

were engaged, that he would moſt cheerfully take 

up a pike with the ſame hand that laid down the 

general's truncheon, and convince his. fellow ſol. 

diers, that though accuſtomed to command, he 

had nat forgotten how to obey, Having finiſhed 

this diſcourſe, he laid the commiſſion from Velal. 

quez upon the table, and, after kiſſing his trun- 

cheon, delivered it to the chief magiſtrate, and 
withdrew, | | 

And is cho- THE deliberations of the council were not long 


— as Cortes had concerted this important meaſur rr 
vun general. with his confidents, and had prepared the other he 


members with great addreſs, for the part which 
he wiſhed them to take. His reſignation was ac 
cepted ; and as the uninterrupted tenour of their 
prof} erity under his conduct afforded the mol 
ſatisfying evidence of his abilities for command 
they, by their unanimous ſuffrage, elected hin 
. chief juſtice of the colony, and captain-general « 
its army, and appointed his commiſſion to b 
made out in the king's name, with -moſt ampl: 
powers, which were to continue in force until th 
royal pleaſure ſhould be farther known, I. 
this deed might not be deemed the machinatid 
of a junto, the council called together the troop 
and acquainted them with what had been reſolved 
The ſoldiers, with eager applauſe, ratified thel 
choice; the air reſounded with the name of Corte 
9 
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ute ind all vowed to ſhed their blood in ſupport of hĩs ; O O K 
| OY. 


authority. 


. 


ved Cox rs, having now brought his intrigues to- 


hü be defired iſſue, and ſhaken off his mortifyin 


1519. 


t to gependence on the governor of Cuba, accepted Agents his 


the oriſdiction, civil as well as military, over the co- 
wilWony, with many profeſſions of reſpect to the 
her ouncil, and gratitude to the army, Together 
ale vith his new command, he aſſumed greater dig- 
thehity, and began to exerciſe more extenſive powers. 
ſol. ormerly he had felt himſelf to be only the de- 
be puty of a ſubject; now he acdted as the repreſen- 

hedWative of his ſovereign. The adherents of Ve- 
lab Waſquez, fully aware of what would be the effect of 
run his change in his fituation, could no longer con- 
aul inue filent and paſſive ſpectators of his actions. 
hey exclaimed openly againſt the proceedings of 

onze he council as illegal, and againſt thoſe of the 
ſunermy as mutinous. Cortes, inſtantly perceiving 
theiſ he neceſſity of giving a timely check to ſuch ſedi- 
hie ious diſcourſe by ſome vigorous meaſure, arreſted 
 acWOrdaz, Eſcudero, and Velaſquez de Leon, the 
bei ingleaders of this faction, and ſent them priſoners 
mol board the fleet, loaded with chains. Their de- 


and endants, aſtoniſhed and overawed, remained 
hig guiet; and Cartes, more deſirous to reclaim than 
al Wo puniſh his priſoners, who were officers of great 
o Wnerit, courted their friendſhip with fuch affiduity 
mpezend addreſs, that the reconciliation was perfectly 
| ti:Wcordial ; and, on the moſt trying occaſions, nei- 


her connection with the governor of Cuba, nor 
he memory of the indignity with which they had 


00P{WDPecen treated, tempted them to ſwerve from an 
wei oviolable attachment to his intereſt “. In this, as 
thel well 
orte 


au * B. Diaz. e. 42, 43. Gomara Cron. c. 30, 31. Herrera, 
ec, 2, lib. v. C. 7. ; | 


gh r the commiſſion, which veſted in him ſupreme **"'y 


with vigour, h 


7 fame and fortune, Cortes owed much of his ſue. 
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BO OR Well as his other negociations at this eritical con. 
V. . juncture, which decided with reſpect to his future 


1519. ceſs to the Mexican gold, which he diſtributed 
with a liberal hand both among his friends and 
his opponents }. | 7s | 

His friend. CoRTEs, having thus rendered the union be. 
by the Zem- tween himſelf and his army indiſſoluble by thoſe 
Poallans. common acts of diſobedience, thought he might 
now venture to quit the camp in which he had 
' / hitherto remained, and advanced into the country, 
Io this he was encouraged by an event no le{; 
fortunate than ſeaſonable. Some Indians, having 
approached his camp in a myſterious manner, 
were introduced into his preſence. He found that 
they were ſent with a proffer of friendſhip from 
the cazique of Zempoalla, a conſiderable town at 

no great diſtance ; and from their anſwers to a 
variety of qu eſtions which he put to them, accord. 

ing to his uſual practice in every interview with 

the people of the country, he gathered, that their 
maſter, though ſubje&t to the Mexican empire, 
was impatient of the yoke, and filled with ſuch 
dread and hatred of Montezuma, that nothing 
could be more acceptable to him than any proſped 

of deliverance from the oppreſhon under which 

he groaned. On hearing this, a ray of light and 
hope broke in upon the mind of Cortes. He ſav 
that the great empire, which he intended to attack; 
was not united, nor its ſovereign beloved. He 
concluded, that the cauſes of diſaffection could 
not be confined to one province, but that in other 
corners there myſt be malcontents, ſa weary of 
ſubjection, or ſo defirous of change, as to be 
ready to follow the ſtandard of any protector. 
Full of thoſe ideas, on which he began to form a 
ſcheme 


+ B. Diaz. c. 44. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. — 


cheme, that time, and more perfect information B OO R 
oncerning the ſtate of the country, enabled him V. 
o mature, he gave a moſt gracious reception to- 
he Zempoallans, and promiſed ſoon to viſit their 1519. 
2zique *, | 9 | 1 

Ix order to perform this promiſe, it was not ne- Marchesto 
elſary to vary the route which he had already al. 
xed for his march. Some officers, whom he had 
mployed to ſurvey the coaſt, having diſcovered a 
illage named Quiabiſlan, about forty miles to 
he northward, which, both 'on account of the 
ertility of the ſoil, and commodiouſneſs of the 
arbour, ſeemed to be a more proper ſtation for a 
ettlement than that where he was encamped, | 
ortes determined to remove thither. Zempo- 
lla lay in his way, where the cazique received | 
im in the manner which he had reaſon to expect; 
ith gifts and careſſes, like a man ſolicitous to | 
gain his good will; with reſpect approaching al- N 
oſt to adoration, like one who looked up to him 

$a deliverer. From him he learned many par- 

iculars with reſpect to the character of Monte- 

zuma, and the circumſtances which rendered his | 
dominion odious. He was a tyrant, as the cazique ; 
old him with tears, haughty, cruel, and ſuſpicious ; | 
ho treated his own ſubjects with arrogance, 1 
ined the conquered provinces by exceſſive ex- { 
ions, and often tore their ſons and daughters | 
rom them by violence; the former, to be offered ; | 
s victims to his gods; the latter, to be reſerved as | 
oncubines for himſelf or favourites. Cortes, in | 
eply to him, artfully infinuated, that one great 
dbje&t of the Spaniards, in viſiting a country ſo re- | 
ote from their own, was to redreſs grievances, | 
nd to relieve the oppreſſed ; and having encou- b 
aged him to hope for this interpoſition in due 

me, he continued his march to Quiabiſlan. 


TEX | 


* B. Diaz. c. 41. Gomara Cron. c. 28. | | 


30 HISTORY OF AMERICA, 
BOOK Tux ſpot which his officers had recommended 
V. as a proper ſituation, appeared to him to be { 
well choſen, that he immediately marked oy 
1519. ground for a town. The houſes to be erected wen 
Buildsa Only huts; but theſe were to be ſurrounded with 
tors. . fortifications, - of ſufficient ſtrength to reſiſt the 
aſſaults of an Indian army. As the finiſhing of 
thoſe fortifications was eſſential to the exiſtence of 
a colony, and of no leſs importance. in proſe. 
cuting the deſigns which the leader and his fol. 
lowers meditated, both in order to ſecure a place 
of retreat, and to preſerve their communication 
with. the ſea, every man in the army, officers x 
well as ſoldiers, put his hand to the work, Cortes 
himſelf ſetting them an example of activity and 
perſeverence in labour. The Indians of Zempoll, 
and Quiabiſlan lent their aid; and this petty tz 
tion, the parent of ſo many mighty ſettlements 

was ſoon in a ſtate of defence: t. 

Conclade* ® WHILE engaged in this neceſſary work, Corte 
ance with had ſeveral interviews with the caziques of Zem- 
pram d poalla and Quiabiſlan; and, availing himſelf of 
their wonder and aſtoniſhment at the new objed: 
which they daily beheld, he gradually inſpired 
them with ſuch an high opinion of the Spaniards, 
as beings of a ſuperior order, and irreſiſtible in 
arms, that, relying on their protection, they ven- 
_ tured to inſult the Mexican power, at the ver) 
name of which they were accuſtomed to tremble 
Some of Montezuma's officers having appeared to 
levy the uſual tribute, and to demand a certail 
number of human victims, as an expiation fat 
their guilt, in preſuming to hold intercourſe wit 
thoſe ſtrangers whom the emperor had commandei 
to leave his dominions, inſtead of obeying tit 


order, they made them priſouers, treated ay 
Wi 


+ B. Diaz. e. 45, 46, 48. Gomara Cron. c. 32, 33, 5. 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 8, 9. 
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terpoſition of Cortes, who manifeſted the ut- 


the ost horror at the mention of ſuch a deed. The 
7 off caziques having now been puſhed to an act 
e o ſuch open rebellion, as left them no hope of 
oſe-WWfety but in attaching themſelves inviolably to 
fol Ne Spaniards, they ſoon completed their union 
lace ith them, by formally acknowledging themſelves 


be vallals of the ſame monarch. Their exam- 


e who inhabited the mountainous part o 
untry. They willingly ſubjected themſelves to 


"ole We crown of Caſtile, and offered to accompan 
sta ortes, with all their forces, in his march towards 


exico *. 


tes ew Spain; and though this period had not been cure a cn 
7 ſtinguiſhed by martial enterpriſes, every moment firmation of 
0 

jeciis ſplendid, were more important. By his ad- king: 
redeſs in conducting his intrigues with his own 

ds my, as well as his ſagacity in carrying on his 

e WWoociations with the natives, he had already laid 

ven-Wc foundations of his future ſucceſs. But what- 
ven er confidence he might place in the plan which 
able r had formed, he could not but perceive, that 
d u his title to command was derived from a doubt- 


| authority, he held it by a precarious tenure. 


h as would naturally prompt him to apply for 
ireſs to their common ſovereign ; and ſuch a re- 
elentation might be given of his conduR, that 
had reaſon to apprehend, not only that he 
igbt be degraded from his preſent rank, but ſub- 

jected 


* B. Diaz. c. 47. Gomara Cron. 3 5. 36. Herrera, dec. 
lid. v. c. 9, 10, 11. 


e was followed by the Totonaques, a fierce 9 | 
| the 


he injuries which Velaſquez, had received, were 


3¹ 


dedMith great indignity, and, as their ſuperſtition B O O k 
25 n0 leſs barbarous than that of the Mexicans, V. 

xy threatened to ſacrifice them to their gods. 
om this laſt danger they were delivered by the 1519. 


Cox TES had now been above three months in His mea- 
ſures to pro- 


his autho- 


d been employed in operations, which, though ny by the 
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BOO xk jected to puniſhment. Before he began his march, 
V. it was neceſſary to take the moſt effectual pre. 
—w_ cautions 1 this impending danger. With 
1519. this view, he perſuaded the magiſtrates of hi 
colony to addreſs a letter to the king, containing 
a long -account of their on ſervices ; a pompous 
deſcription of the country which they had dice. 
vered; its riches, the number of its inhabitant, 
their civilization and arts; a view of the progrej 
which they had already made, in annexing ſeve. 
ral extenſive provinces of it to the crown of Ci[. 
tile, and of the ſchemes which they had formed 
as well as the hopes which they entertained, » 
reducing the whole to ſubjection; 4nd, laſt of all 
they gave a minute detail of the motives, which 
had induced them to renounce all connection with 
Velaſquez, to ſettle a colony dependant upon the 
crown alone, and to veſt the ſupreme pone, 
civil, as well as military, in the hands of Corte; 
humbly requeſting their ſovereign to ratify whi 
they had done by his royal authority. Corte 
himſelf wrote in a fimilar ſtrain; and as he kne 
that the Spanifh court accuſtomed to the aggravatdl 
repreſentations of every new country by its diſc 
verer, would give little credit to their ſplendid a 
counts of New Spain, if they were not accoup: 
nied with ſuch a ſpecimen of what it containe 
as would excite an high idea of its opulence, | 
folicited his ſoldiers to relinquiſh what they mig 
claim as their part of the treaſures which had h 
therto been collected, in order that the whok 
might be ſent to the king. Such was the aſcenda 
which he had acquired over their minds, and ſud 
their own romantic expectatious of future wealil 
that an army of indigent and rapacious adventure 
was capable of this generous effort, and offered 
their ſovereign the richeſt preſent that had hither 

been tranſmitted from the New World *. 
2 | PoRTOC4 REIN 
* See NOTE VIII. 
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PorxTOCARRERO and Montejo, the chief magiſ- BOOK 


trates of the colony, were appointed to carry this 


preſent to Caſtile, with expreſs orders not to touch FW 


at Cuba in their paſſage thither “. 


WHILE a veſſel was preparing for their depar- A conſpiras 


ture, an unexpected event occaſioned a general 
alarm. Some ſoldiers and ſailors, ſecretly attached 
to Velaſquez, or intimidated at the proſpe& of 
the dangers unavoidable in attempting to penetrate 
into the heart of a great empire with ſuch unequal 
force, formed the deſign of ſeizing one of the bri- 
gantines, and making their eſcape to Cuba, in 
order to give the governor ſuch intelligence as 
might enable him to intercept the ſhip which was 
to carry the treaſure and diſpatches to Spain. This 
eng though formed by perſons of low rank, 
was conducted with. profound ſecrecy ; but at 
the moment when every thing was ready for 
execution, they were betrayed by one of their aſ- 
lociates. 


TrovcH the good fortune of Cortes interpoſed He deſtroys 


ſo ſeaſonably on this occaſion, the detection of this 
conſpiracy filled his mind with moſt diſquieting 
apprehenſions, and prompted him to execute a 
ſcheme which he had long revolved. He per- 
ceived that the ſpirit of di ſaffection ſtill lurked 
among his troops; that though hitherto checked 
by the uniform ſucceſs of his ſchemes, or kept 
down by the hand of authority, various events 
might occur which would encourage and call it 
forth. He obſerved, that many of his men, wea 
of the. fatigue of ſervice, longed to reviſit their 
ſettlements in Cuba; and that upon any appear- 
ance of extraordinary danger, or any reverſe of 
tortune, it would be impoſſible to reſtrain them 
from returning thither. He was ſenſible that his 
Vor. II. D forces 


* B. Diaz. c. 54 Gomara Cron. c. 40. 


3+ 
B © © already tao feeble, could bear no diminution, and 


V. 
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that a very ſmall defection of his followers would 


—w oblige him ta abandon the enterpriſe. After ru- 


1519. 


minating, often, and with much ſolicitude, upon 


thaſa particulars, he faw no hape of ſucceſs, but 


min autting off all poſſibility of retreat, and reduc- 


ing his men ta the neceſſity of adopting the ſanic 


reſulution with which he himſelf was animated, 
either to conquer or ta periſh. With this view, he 
determined ta deſtroy bis fleet; but as he durfi 


nat venture to execute ſuch a bold reſolution by 
his fingle authority, he laboured to bring his ſol- 
diers to adapt his ideas with reſpect to the pro- 
priety of this meafure. His addrefs in accom- 
pliſhing this was nat inferior to the arduous oeca- 
fon in Which it was employed. He perſuaded 
ſome, that the ſhips had fuffered fo much by having 
been lang at fea, as to be altogether unfit for fer- 
vice; to others he pointed out what a feafonable 
reinforcement of ſtrength they would derive from 
the junction of an hundred men, now unprofitably 
employed as failors: and to all he repreſented the 
mnecoffity of fixing their eyes and wiſhes upon what 
was before them, without allowing the idea of a 
retreat once to enter their thoughts. With uni- 
verfal confent the ſhips were drawn afhore, and 
after ftripping them of their ſails, rigging, iron- 
works,” and whatever elſe might be of ufe, they 
were broke in pieces. | Thus, from an effort of 
magnanimity, to which there is nothing parallel 
in hiſtory, five hundred men voluntarily conſented 
to be ſhut up in a hoſtile country, filled with 
powerful and unknown nations; and having pre- 
cluded every means of efcape, left themfelves with 
out any reſource but their own valour and perſe- 
verance *. _ 


Nor HIN 


* Relat. di Cortes. Ramuſ. iii. 225. B. Diaz. c. 57, 58. 
Herrera, dec. 2. hb. v. c. 14. | 
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' NoTHING now retarded Cortes; the alaerity B; O O R 


of his troops; and the diſpoſition of his allies; were 


equally favourable. All the advantages, however, "Yo 
derived from the latter, though procured by much 119. 


aſſi duity and addreſs, were well-nigh loſt in a mo- 
ment by an indiſereet ſally of religious zeal, which, 
on many occaſions, precipitated Cortes into actions 
inconſiſtent with the prudence that diſtinguiſhes 
his character. Though hitherto he had neither 
time nor opportunity to explain to the natives the 
errors of their own ſuperſtition, or to inſtruct them 
in the principles of the chriſtian faith, he com- 
manded his ſoldiers to overturn the altars and to 
deſtroy the idols in the chief temple of Zempoalla, 
and in their place to erct a crucifix and an image 
of the Virgin Mary. The people beheld this 
with aſtoniſhment and horror; the prieſts excited 
them to arms; but ſuch was the authority of Cortes, 
and ſo great the aſcendant which the Spaniards 
had acquired, that the commotion was appealed 
1 bloodſhed, and concord perfectly re- eſta - 
bliſhed *. 7. N | 


fifteen horſe, and fix field-pieces. The reſt of 
his troops, confiſting chiefly. of {ugh as from age 
or infirmity were leſs fit for active ſervice, he left 
s a garriſon in Villa Rica, under the command af 
Eſcalante, an officer of merit, and warmly at- 
ached to his intereſt. The cazique of Zempoalla 
ſupplied him with proviſions, and with two hun- 
dred of thoſe Indians called Tamemes, whoſe office, 
in a country where tame animals were unknawn, 
was to carry burdens, and perform all ſervile la- 
bour. They were a great relief to the Spaniſh ſol- 
diers, who hitherto had been obliged, not ogly to 
D 2 | Larry 


* B. Diaz. c. 41, 42. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 3, 4. 


Coxrzs began his march from Zempoalla on advance. 


into the 


the fixteenth of Auguſt, with five hundred Men, country. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
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BO O Kcarry their own baggage, but to drag along the K 
V. artillery by main force. He offered likewiſe a MW. 


> confiderab e body of his troops, but Cortes was - 
1519- fatisfied with four hundred; taking care, however, 


to chuſe perſons of ſuch note as might prove hoſta- 
ges for the fidelity of their maſter. Nothing me- 
morable happened in his progrefs, until he arrived 
on the confines of Tlaſcala. The inhabitants of 
that province, a warlike pcople, were implacable 
enemies of the Mexicans, and had been united in 
an aneient alliance with the caziques of Zempoalla, 
Though leſs civilized than the ſubjects of Mon. 
tezuma, they were advanced in improvement far 
beyond the rude nations of America, whoſe man- 
ners we. have deſcribed. They had made conf 
derable progreſs in agriculture ; they dwelt in 
large towns; they were not ſtrangers, to ſome ſpe- 
cies of commerce; and in the imperfect accounts 
of their inftitutions and laws, tranſmitted to us by 
the early Spaniſh writers, we difcern traces both of 
diſtributive juſtice and of criminal juriſdiction, 
in their interior police. But ſtill, as the degree oſ 
their civilization was incomplete, and as they de- 
pended for ſubfiſtence not on agriculture alone 
but truſted for it, in a great meaſure, to hunting, 
they retained many of the qualities natural to men 
in this ſtate. Like them, they were fierce and re- 
vengeful; like them too, they were high-ſpirited 
and independent. In conſequence of the ak 
they were involved in perpetual hoſtilities, and had 
but aſlender and occaſional intercourſe with neigh» 
bouring ſtates. 'The latter inſpired them with ſuch 
deteſtation of ſervitude, that they not only refuſed 
to ſtoop to a foreign yoke, and maintained an ob- 
ſtinate and ſucceſsful conteſt in defence of thei! 
liberty againſt the ſuperior power of the Mexica 
empire, but they guarded with equal ſolicitudt 
againſt domeſtic tyranny ; and diſdaining to ac 

|  _ knowtedy 
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knowledge any maſter, they lived under the mild B 
zad limited juriſdiction of a council elected by 


Cor Tus, though he had received information & 


ne oppreſſed from the tyranny of Montezuma, 
heir enmity to the Mexicans, and the example of 
heir ancient allies the Zempoallans, might induce 
in hem to grant him a friendly reception. In order 
a. No diſpoſe them to this, four Zempoallans of great 
minence were ſent ambaſſadors, to requeſt, in his 
ame and in that of their cazique, that they would 
zermit the Spaniards to paſs through the territories 
f Tlaſcala in their way to Mexico, But inſtead 
f the favourable anſwer which was expected, 
e Tlaſcalans ſeized the ambaſſadors, and, with- 
t any regard to their public character, made 
reparations for ſacrificing them to their gods. 
t the ſame time they aſſembled their troops, in 
rder to oppoſe thoſe unknown invaders, & they 
* 


c 0: ould attempt to make their paſſage L 

de: prce of arms. Various motives concurred in pre- 

one, ppitating the Tlaſcalans into this reſolution. A 

tung erce people, ſhut up within its owa narrow pre- 

= n&s, and little accuſtomed to any intercourſe 
re- 


ith foreigners, is apt to conſider every ſtranger 
an enemy, and is eaſily excited to arms. They 
ncluded from Cortes's propoſal of viſiting Mon- 


| hal WW-uma in his capital, that, notwithſtanding all his 
eight ofeſſions, he courted the friendſhip of a monarch 
by hom they both hated and feared. The impru- 
mie 


nt zeal of Cortes, in violating the temples in 
empoalla, filled the Tlaſcalans with horror; and 
they were no leſs attached to their ſuperſtition 
an the other nations of New Spain, they were 
patient to avenge their injured gods, and to ac- 
ire the merit of offering up to them as "me 
dhole 


their ſeveral tribes. — 


oncerning the martial character of this people, with the 
gattered himſelf, that his profeſſions of delivering alan, 
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BO OK thoſe impious men, who had dared to profane their 
V. altars.; the Spaniards from the ſmallneſs of their 
= number, were objects of their contempt; they 
1519- had not yet meaſured their own ſtrength with theirs, 
and had no idea of the ſuperiority which they de. 
rived from their arms and diſcipline. 
Cors, after waiting ſome days in vain, for 

Aug. 30. the return of his ambaſſadors, advanced into the 
Succeſs of it. Tlaſealan territories. As the reſolutions of people 
who delight in war are executed with no leſs 
promptitude than they are formed, he found troops 

in the field ready to oppoſe him. They attacked 

him with great intrepidity, and in the firſt encoun. 

ter wounded ſome of the Spaniards, and killed 

two horſes; a loſs in their ſituation of great mo- 

ment, becaule it was irreparable. From this ſpe- 

cimen of the courage of his new enemies, Cortes 

ſaw the neteſſity of procceding with caution, Hi 

army marched in clofe order ; he choſe the ſtations 

where he halted with attention, and fortified even 

camp With extraordinary care. During fourteet 

days he was expoſed to almoſt uninterrupted al 
ſaults; the Tlaſcalans advancing with numerous 
atmies, and renewing the attack in various forms 

with a degree of valout and perſeverance to which 

the Spaniards had ſeen nothing parallel in the New 
World. The Spaniſh hiſtorians deferibe tho 
ſuoceſſive battles with great pomp, and enter int 

a minute detail of particulars, mingling many en 
Ferated and inc tedible eircumſtances * with thok 

which are real and marvellous. But no power d 

words can render the recital of a combat interel 

ing, where there is no equality of danger; ail 

when the narrative cloſes with an account of tho! 

ſands flain on the one ſide, while not a fingle pe! 

; {ot 
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K ſon falls on the ather, the moſt laboured defcrip- BO OK 
x tions of the previous diſpoſition of the troops, or V. 
of the various viciſſitudes in the engatetnent, com Y 
5 mand no attention. | | 1519. 

» THERE are ſome circumſtances, however, in Some fingu- 


lar cirum- 


this war, which are memorable and merit notice; fances in it. 
as they throw light upon the character both of the 


he people of New Spain, and of their conquerors. 
le Though the Tlaſcalans brought into the field ſuch 
ls valt armies as appear ſuffic ient to have overwhelmed 
ps the Spaniards, they werc never able to make any 
ed impreſſion upon their ſmall battalion. Singular 
m as this may ſeem, it is not inexplicable. The 
led Tlaſcalans, though addicted to war, were, like all 
0. unpoliſhed nations, ſtrangers to military order 


and diſcipline, and loſt all the advantage which 
they might have derived from their numbers, and 
the impetuoſity of their attack, by their conſtant 
ſolicitude to carry off the dead and wounded, 
This point of honour, founded on a ſentiment of 
tenderneſs natural to the human mind, and 
ſtrengthened by anxiety to preſerve the bodies of : 
their countrymen from being devoured by their | 
enemies, was univerſal among the people of New 
Spain. Attention to this pious office occupied 
them, even during the heat of eombat *, broke 
their union, and diminiſhed the force of the im- 
1 which they might have made by à joint 
effort. | 

Nor only was their ſuperiority in number of 
little avail, but the imperfection of their military 
weapons rendered their valour in a great meaſure 
mofferifive, Aſter three battles, and many fiir. 
miſhes and affaults, not one Spaniard was killed 
in the field. Arrows 4nd ſpears, headed with flint 
or the bones of fiſhes, ſtakes hardened in the mw 


* B. Diaz. c. 65. 


BO O Kand wooden ſwords, though deſtructive weapons 
V. among naked Indians, were eafily turned aſide by 
To the Spaniſh bucklers, and could hardly penetrate 
1519. the eſcaupiles, or quilted jackets which the ſoldiers 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


wore. The Tlaſcalans advanced boldly to the 
charge, and often fought hand to hand. Many 
of the Spaniards were wounded, though all ſlightly, 
which cannot be imputed to any want of courage 
in their enemies, but to the defect of the arms 
with which they aſſailed them. 2 | 
NorwirnsTAN DING the fury with which the 
Tlaſcalans attacked the Spaniards, they ſeem to 
have conducted their hoſtilities with ſome degree 
of barbarous generoſity. They gave the Spaniards 
warning of their hoſtile intentions, and as they 
knew that they wanted proviſions, and imagined, 
perhaps, like the other Americans, that they had 
left their own=gomntry becauſe it did not afford 
them ſubſiſtence, they ſent to their camp a large 
ſupply of poultry and maize, deſiring them to eat 
plentifully, becauſe they ſcorned to attack an ene- 
my enfeebled by hunger, and it would be an af- 
front to their gods to offer them famiſhed victims, 
as well as diſagreeable to themſelves to feed on ſuch 

emaciated prey *. . . 
Wu they were taught, by the firſt encounter 
with their new enemies, that it was not eaſy to ex- 
ecute this threat; when they perceived, in the ſub- 
ſequent engagements, that notwithſtanding all the 
efforts of their own valour, of which they had a 
very high opinion, not one of the Spaniards was 
ſlain or taken, they began to conceive them to be 
a ſuperior order of beings, againſt whom human 
power could not avail. In this extremity, they 
had recourſe to their prieſts, requiring them - 
2251 TE, revea 


„Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vi. e. 6. Gomara Cron. c. 47, 
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reveal the myſterious cauſes of ſuch extraordinary BO OR 
events, and to declare what new means they ſhould 9 
employ in order to repulſe thoſe formidable in» YY 
yaders, The prieſts, after many ſacrifices and 19 
incantations, delivered this reſponſe; That theſe 
ſtrangers were the offspring of the ſun, pro- 
created by his animating energy in the regions 

of the eaſt ; that, by day, while cheriſhed with 

the influence of his parental beams, they were 
invincible; but by night, when his reviving 

heat was withdrawn, their vigour declined and 

faded like the herbs in the field, and they dwin- 

dled down into mortal men *. Theories leſs plau- 

fible have gained credit with more enlightened 
nations, and have influenced their conduct. In 
eonſequence of this, the Tlaſcalans, with the im- 

plicit confidence of men who fancy themſelves 

to be under the guidance of Heaven, acted in 
contradiction . to one of their moſt eſtabliſhed 
maxims in war, and ventured to attack the enemy 

in the night-time, in hopes of R 

when enfeebled and ſurpriſed. But Cortes had 

more vigilance and diſcernment than to be de- 

ceived by the rude ſtratagems of an Indian army. 

The centinels at his out-poſts, obſerving ſome 


er extraordinary movement among the Tlaſcalans, 
_ gave the alarm. In a moment the troops were un- 
b- der arms, and ſallying out, diſperſed the party 
ne with great ſlaughter, without allowing them to ap- 

a proach the camp. Convinced, by ſad experience, 
as that their prieſts had deluded them, and ſatisfied 
be chat they attempted in vain, either to deceive, or 
an to vanquiſh their enemies, the fierceneſs of the 
ey Tlaſcalans abated, and they began to incline ſeri- 
to Moully to peace. | 


Tux were at a loſs however, in what manner 
to addreſs the ſtrangers, what idea to form of 
| | their 

* B. Diaz. c. 66, 
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3 © © & their character, aud whether to cofifider them ax 
V. beings of a gentle or of a malevolent nature. 
wa» There were ei reumſtanees 1 in their conduct which 
1519. ſeemed to favour each opinion. On the one hand, 
The Trae: 8b the Spaniards conſtantly diſmiſſed the priſoners 
to peace, Whom they took, not only without injury, but 
| often with preſents of European toys, and re- 
newed their offers of peace after every victory 
this lenity amazed people aceuſtomed to the er. 
. terininating ſyſtem of war known in America, 
and who herifieed. and deyoured without mercy 
all the captives taken in battle, and diſpoſed then 
to Entertain favoutable ſentiments of their hu- 
manity. But, on the other hand, as Cortes had 
feized fiſty of their countrymen who brought pro- 
a won to his camp, and ſuppoſing them to be 
ſpies, had cut off their heads ; this bloody ſpec- 
tacle, added to the terror oecaſioned by the fire. 
arms and horſes, filled them with dreadful im- 
preſſions of their ferocity f. Accordingly this 
uncertainty was apparent in their mode of addreſ- 
ling the Spaniards. If, ſaid they, you are di- 
vinities of a cruel and ſavage nature, we preſent 
to you ſive flaves, that you may drink their blood 
and tat their fleſh, If you are mild deities, accept 
an offering of incenſe and variegated plumes, It 
you are men here is meat, bread and fruit, to 
nouriſh you.“ The peace, which both parties 
now deſired with equal ardour, was ſoon con- 
Conctuded. cluded. The Tlaſcalans yielded themſelves as 
vaſſals to the crown of Caſtile, and engaged to 
aſſiſt Cortes in all his future operations. He took 
the republic under his protection, and promiſed 
to defend their perſons and * from inju- 

ry or violence. 


TJ RIS 


* »Cörtes Relat. Ramuf. iii. 228. C. Gomara Cron. c. 48. 
+ See NOTE X. + B. Diaz. c. ha Gomara Cron. c. 47. 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vi. c. 7. 
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Tris treaty was concluded at a ſeaſonable junc- 
ture for the Spaniards. The fatigue of ſervice B OK 
among a ſmall body of men, ſurrounded by ſuch 
a multitude of enemies, was incredible, Half the. $19. 
army was on duty every night, and even they whoſe | 
turn it was to reſt, ſlept always upon their arms, itte 
that they might be ready to run to their poſts on a Spaniares. 


moment's warning. Many of them were wounded, 
a good number, and among theſe Cortes himſelf, 


£- laboured under the diſtemper peculiar to the elimate, 
a, and ſeveral had died fitce they fet out from Vera 
ey Cruz. Notwithſtanding the ſupplies which they 
m received from the Tlaſcalans, they were often in 
er want of provifions, and ſo deſtitute of the neceſſa- 
a 


ries moſt requiſite in dangetous ſervice ; that they 
had no falye to dreſs their wounds, but what was 
compoſed with the fat of the Indians whom the) 
had ſlain“. Worn out with ſuch intolerable toil 
and hardſhips, many of the ſoldiers began to mur- 
mur, and when they reflected on the multitude 
and boldneſs of their enemies, more were ready 


el- to deſpair, It required the utmoſt exertion of 
li Cortes's authority and addreſs to check this ſpirit 
pt of deſpondeney in its progreſs, and to reatiimate 
od his followers with their wonted ſenſe of their own 
pt ſuperiority over the enemies with whom they had 

ſt to contend +. The fubmiſſion of the Tlaſcalans, 
* and their own triumphant entty into the capital city, 
12 


where they were received with the reverence paid 
to beings of a ys 7 order, baniſhed, at once, 
from the minds of the Spaniards all memory of 
paſt ſufferings, diſpelled every anxious thought with 


zok reſpeR to their future operations, and fully ſatisfied 
ſed them that there was not now any power in America 
Ju- able to with and their arms . 


CokRrEs 


* B. Diaz. c. 62. 65. + Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 229. B. 


Diaz. c. 69. Gomara Cron. c. 51. J Cortes Relat, Ramuſ. ili. 
230. B. Diaz. c. 72. 
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1519. 
Cortes ſoli- 
citious to 
gain their 


Which he 
had almoſt 
loſt by his 
raſh zeal. 
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BOOK Corrrs remained twenty days in Tlaſcala, in 


order to allow his troops a ſhort interyal of re- 


\—x> poſe after ſuch a hard ſervice. During that tine, 


he was employed in tranſactions and inquiries of 
great moment with reſpet to his future ſchemes, 
In his ir conferences with the Tlaſcalan chiefs, 
he received information concerning every particu- 
lar relative to the ſtate of the Mexican empire, or 
to the qualities of its ſoyereign, which could be 
of uſe in regulating his conduct, whether he ſhould 
be obliged to act as a friend or as an enemy. 
As he found that the ney of his new allies 
to the Mexican nation was no leſs implacable than 
had. been repreſented, and perceived what benefit 
he might derive from the aid of ſuch powerful 
confederates, he employed all his powers of in- 
ſinuation in order to gain their confidence. Nor 
was wy extraordinary exertion of theſe neceſſary, 
The Tlaſcalans, with the levity of mind natural 
to unpoliſhed men, were, of their own accord, 
diſpoſed to run from the extreme of hatred to 
that of fondneſs. Every thing in the appearance 
and conduct of their gueſts, was to them matter of 


wonder“. They gazed at whatever the Spaniards 
did with admiration, and fancying them to be of 


heavenly origin, were eager not only to comply 
with their demands, but to anticipate their wiſhes. 
They offered, accordingly, to accompany Cortes 
in his march to Mexico, with all the forces of 
the republic, under the command of their moſt 
experienced captains, 

Bur, after beſtowing ſo much pains on cement- 
ing this union, all the beneficial fruits of it were 
on the point of being loſt, by a new effuſion of 
that intemperate zeal with which Cortes was ani- 
moted, no leſs than the other adveturers of the 


* See NOTE XI, 
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age. They all conſidered themſelves as inſtru- BOOK 
ments employed by Heaven to propagate the V- 
Chriſtian faith; and the leſs they were qualified 
either by their knowledge or morals for ſuch a 519. 
ſunction, they were more eager to diſcharge it. 
'The profound veneration of the Tlaſcalans for the 
Spaniards having encouraged Cortes to explain 
to ſome of their chiefs the doctrines of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, and to inſiſt that they ſhould abandon 
their own ſuperſtitions, and embrace the faith 
of their new friends, they, according to an idea 
univerſal among barbarous nations, readily ac- 
knowledged the truth and excellence- of what he 
thought; but contended, that the Teules of Tlaſ- 
cala were divinities no leſs than the God in whom 
the Spaniards believed; and as that being was in- 
titled to their homage, ſo they were bound to re- 
vere the ſame powers which their anceſtors had 
worſhipped. Cortes continued, nevertheleſs, to 
urge his demand in a tone of authority, mingling 
threats with his arguments, until the Tlaſcalans 
could bear it no longer, and conjured him never 
to mention this again, leſt the gods ſhould avenge 
on their heads the guilt of having liſtened to ſuch 
a propoſition, Cortes, aſtoniſhed and enraged at 
their obſtinacy, prepared to execute by force what 
he could not accompliſh by perſuaſion, and was 
going to overturn their altars, and caſt down their 
idols with the ſame violent hands as at Zempoalla, 
if father Bartholomew de Olmedo, chaplain to the 

ition, had not checked his inconfiderate im- 
petuoſity. He repreſented the imprudence of ſuch 
an attempt in a large city __— reconciled, and 
filled with people no leſs ſuperſtitious than war- 
like ; he declared that the proceedings at Zempo- 
alla had always appeared to him precipitate and 
unjuſt ; that religion was not to be propagatgd by 
the ſword, or infidels to be converted by vio- 

| ence; 


16 
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B O OR lende; that other weapons were to be employed 


in this miniſtry, patient inſtruction muſt enlighten 


— — the underſtanding, and pious example captivate 
7519. the heart, before men could be induced to aban- 


don error, and embrate the truth “. Amidſt ſcenes, 
where a narrow-minded bigotry appears in fuch 
cloſe union with oppreſſion and eruelty, ſenti- 
ments ſo liberal and humane ſooth the mind with 
unexpected pleaſure; and at a time, when the 
rights of confeience were little underſtosd in the 
Chriſtian world, and the idea of toleration un- 
known, one is aſtoniſhed to find a Spaniſh monk 
of tho fixteenth century among the firſt advocates 
againſt perſecution, and in behalf of religious li- 
berty. The remonſtrances of an ecoleſiaſtic, no 
lefs reſpectable for wiſdom than virtue, had their 
proper weight with Cortes. He left the Tlaſcalans 
in the undiſturbed exerciſe of their own rites, 
requiring only that they fhould defiſt from their 
borrid practice of offering human victims in fa- 
crifice. 


Advances to COR YES, as ſoon as his troops were fit for ſer- 


Cholula. 


Oct. 13. 


vice, reſolved to eontinue his mareh towards 
Mexieo, notwithſtanding the earneſt diſſuaſives 
of the Tlaſealans, who repreſented his deſtruction 
as unavoidable, if he put himfelf in the power of 
a prince fo faithleſs and cruel as Montezuma. 
As be was accompanied by fix thouſand Tlaſca- 
lans, he had now the command of forces which 
reſembled a regular army. They directed their 
courſe towards Cholula; Montezuma, who had at 
length eonſented to admit the Spauiards into his 
preſenee, having informed Cortes, that he had 
given orders for his friendly reception there. 
Cholula was a eonfiderable town, and though only 
Hve leagues diſtant from Tlaſeala, was formerly an 
independent ſtate, but had been lately ſubjected 
SSN PER to 


P. Diaz. c. 77. p. 54. e 83. p. 61. 
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o the Mexican empire. This was conſidered by BO O K 


all the peaple of New Spain as a holy place, the V. 
{ancuary and chief ſeat of their gods, to which WWW 
pilgrims reſorted from every pravince, and a 19. 


greater number of human victims were affered in 


Montezuma ſeems to have invited the Spaniards 
thither, either from ſome ſuperſtitious hope that 
the gods would not ſuffer this ſacred manſion to be 
efiled, without pouring down their wrath upon 
boſe impious ſtrapgers, who ventured to inſult 
heir power in the place of its peculiar refidence, 
or from a belief that he himſelf might there attempt 
o cut them off with more certain ſucceſs, under 
be immediate protection of his divinities. 


eived into the town with much ſeeming reſpect 
nd cordiality, obſerved ſeveral circumſtances in 
heir. conduct which excited ſuſpicion. TVo of 
be Tlaſcalans, who were encamped at ſome diſtance 
ſtom the town, as the Cholulans refuſed to admit 
heir ancient enemies within its precincts, having 
ound means to enter in diſguiſe, acquainted Cor- 
es, that they obferved the women and children af 
be prineipal citizens retiring in great hurry every 
light; and that fix children had been ſacrificed in 
he chief temple, a rite which indicated the execu- 
lon of ſome warlike enterpriſe to be approaching. 
\t the fame time Marina the interpreter received 
nformation from an Indian woman of diſtinRion, 
hoſe confidence ſhe had gained, that the deſtruo- 
ion of her friends was concerted; that a body 
Mexican troops lay concealed near the town; 


that 


Torquemada Monar. Ind. i. 281, 282. ii. 291. Gomara 
ron. c. 61. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 2. 


ts principal temple than even in that of Maxico *. 


Cox rs had been warned by the Tlaſcalans, The ſeverity 
defore he fer out on his march, to keep a watchful acht: fc 
ye over the Chalulans. He himſelf, though re- 
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BO OK that ſome of the ſtreets were barricaded, and iz 
V. others pits or deep trenches were dug, and ſlightly 
he's «ui — over, as traps into which the horſe migh 
1519. fall; that ſtones and miſſive weapons were col. 
: lected on the tops of the temples, with which u 
| overwhelm the infantry ; that tho fatal hour wa 
now at hand, and their ruin unavoidable. Corte 
alarmed at this concurring evidence, ſecretly ar. 
reſted three of the chief prieſts, and extorted fron 

them a confeſſion that confirmed the intelligence 
which he had received. As not a moment wz 

to be loſt, he inſtantly reſolved to prevent his ene 

mies, and to inflit on them ſuch dreadful ven- 
geance as might ſtrike Montezuma and his ſubjec 

with terror, For this purpoſe, the Spaniards ant 
Zempoallans were drawn up in a large court, which 

had been allotted for their quarters near the centr 

of the town; the 'Tlaſcalans had orders to ad 
vance ; the magiſtrates, and ſeveral of the chit 
citizens, were ſent for under various pretexts, an 
ſeized. On a fignal given, the troops ruſhed ou 

and fell upon the multitude, deſtitute of leaden 

aud fo much aſtoniſhed, that the weapons droppel 

trom their hands, and they ſtood motionleſs, an 
incapable of defence. While the Spaniards pre! 

ſed them in front, the Tlaſcalans attacked themi 

the rear. The ſtreets were*filled with bloodſhed 

and death. The temples, which afforded a retret 

to the prieſts and ſome of the leading men, wer 

ſet on fire, and they periſhed in the flames. Thi 

ſcene of horror continued two days; during whic 

the wretched inhabitants ſuffered all that the de 
ſtructive rage of the Spaniards, or the implacabl 
revenge of their Indian allies, could inflict. 
length the carnage ceaſed, after the ſlaughter of ii 
thouſand Cholulans, without the loſs of a ſingle Sp. 

niard, Cortes then relcaſed the magiſtrates, and rt 

| proachll 
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them bitterly for their intended tr eachery, declared, BOOK 


that as juſtice was now appeaſed, he forgave the 


offence, but required them to recall the citizen 


who had tied, and re-eſtabliſh order in the town. 
Such was the aſcendant which the, Spaniards had 
acquired over this ſuperſtitious race of men, and 
ſo deeply were they impreſſed with an opinion of 
their ſuperior diſcernment, as well as power, that 
in obedicnce to this command, the city was in a 
few days filled again with the people, who, amidſt 
the ruins of their ſacred buildings, yielded re- 
ſpectful ſervice to men whoſe hands were ſtained 
with the blood of their relations and fellow-ci- 
tizens *. 


From Cholula Cortes advanced directly to- Od. 29. 


wards Mexico, which was only twenty leagues 


diſtant. In every place through which he patied, Mexico, 


he was received as a perſon poſſeſſed of ſufficient 
power to deliver the empire from the oppreſſion 
under which 1t groaned ; and the caziques or go- 
vernors, with the unreſerved confidence repoſed 
in ſuperior beings, communicated to him all the 
grievances which they felt under the tyrannical 
government of Montezuma. When Cortes firſt 
obſerved the ſeeds of diſcontent in the remote pro- 
vinces of the empire, a ray of hope broke in upon 
his mind ; but when he diſcovered ſuch ſymptoms 
of alienation from their monatch near the ſeat of 
government, he concluded that the vital parts of 
the conſtitution were affected, and conceived the 
moſt ſanguine expectations of overturning a ſtate 
whoſe natural ſtrength was thus divided aud im- 
paired. While thoſe reflections encouraged the 
general to perſiſt in his arduous undertaking, the 
ſoldiers were no leſs animated by obſervations 

Vor. II. E more 

* Cortes Relat. Ramuſ. iii. 231. B. Diaz. c. 83. Go- 


mara Cron. c. 64. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 1. 2. See 
NOTE XII. 
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BOOK more obvious to their capacity. In defcending 


V. 


yy — 


15 19. 
Firſt view 


of it. 


The irreſo - 
lution of 


Monte- 
zuma. 


from the mountains of Chalco, acroſs which the 


road lay, the vaſt plain of Mexico opened gradu- 


ally to their view. When they firſt beheld this 
proſpe&, one of the - moſt ſtriking and beautiful 
on the iace of the earth; when they obſerved fer- 
tile and cultivated fields, ſtretching: farther than 
the eye could reach; when they ſaw a lake re- 
fembling the ſea in extent, encompaſſed with 
large towns, and diſcovered: the capital city riſing 
upon an iſland in the middle, adorned with its 
temples and turrets; the ſcene ſo far exceeded 
their imagination; that-fome believed the fanciful 
deſcriptions of romance were realized, and that 
its enchanted palaces and gilded domes were pre- 
ſented to their fight ; others could hardly perſuade 
themſelves that this wonderful ſpectacle was an 
thing more than a dream“. As they advanced, 
their doubts were removed, but their amazement 
increaſed. They were-now fully ſatisfied that the 
country was rich beyond any conception which 
they had formed of it, and flattered themſelves, 
that at length they ſhould obtain an ample recom- 
pence for all their ſervices and ſufferings. 

No enemy had yet appeared to oppoſe their 
progreſs, though ſeveral eircumſtances occurred 
which led them to ſuſpect that ſome deſign was 
formed to ſurpriſe and cut them off. Many meſ- 
ſengers arrived ſuceeſſively from Montezuma, per- 
mitting them one day to advance, requiring them 
on the next to retire, as his hopes or fears al- 
ternately prevailed; and ſo wonderful was this in- 
fatuation, which ſeems to be unaccountable on any 
ſuppoſition but that of a ſuperſtitious dread of 
the Spaniards, as being of a ſuperior nature, that 
Cortes was almoſt at the gates of the capital, before 


the monarch had determined whether to receive . 


him as a friend, or to oppoſe him as an enemy. 


But 
* See NOTE XIII. 
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But as no ſign of open hoſtility appeared; the B O © R 

Spaniards, without regarding the fluctuations of V. 

Montezuma's ſentunents, continued their march ww 

along the cauſeway which led to Mexico through 13519. 

the lake, with great circumſpection and the 

ſtricteſt diſcipline, - though without ſeeming to ſuſ- 

pe the prince whom they were about to viſit; - | 
Wurd they drew near the city, about a thou- His fr in- 

ſand perſons, who appeared to be of diſtinction, d with 

came forth to meet them, adorned with plumes, — 

and clad in mantles of fine cotton. Each of theſe 

in his order, paſſed by Cortes, and ſaluted him 

according to the mode deemed moſt reſpectful and 

ſubmiſſive in their country. They announced the 

approach of Montezuma himſelf, and ſoon after 

his harbingers came in fight. There appeared 

firſt two hundred perſons in an uniform dreſs, 

with large plumes of feathers, alike in faſhion, 

marching two and two, in deep filence, barefooted 

with their eyes fixed on the ground. Theſe were 

followed by a company of higher rank, in their 

moſt ſhowy apparel, in the midſt of whom was 

Montezuma, in a chair or litter richly ornamented 

with gold, and feathers of various colours. Four 

of his principal favourites carried him on their 

ſhoulders, others ſupported a canopy of curious 

work manſhip over his head. Before him marched 

three officers with rods of gold in their hands, 

which they lifted up on high at certain intervals, 

and at that ſignal all the people bowed their heads, 

and hid their faces, as unworthy to look on fo 

great a monarch. When he drew near, Cortes 

diſmounted, advancing towards him with officious 

haſte, and in a reſpectful poſture. At the ſame 

time Montezuma alighted from his chair, and lean- 

Ing on the arms of two of his near relations, ap- 

proached with a flow and ſtately pace, his atten- 


dants covering the ſtreet with cotton cloths, that 
E 2 | he 
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BOOK he might not touch the ground. Cortes accofted 
V. him with profound reverence, after the European 
wy> faſhion. He returned the ſalutation, according 
1519. to the mode of his country, by touching the earth 
with his hand, and then kifling it. This cere- 
mony, the cuſtomary expreſhon of revercnce 
from inferiors towards thoſe who were above them 

in rank, appeared fuch amazing condeſcenſion 

in a proud monarch, who ſcarcely deigned to 
confider the reſt of mankind as of the ſame ſpe- 

cies with himſelf, that all his ſubjects firmly be- 
lieved thoſe perſons, before whom he humbled 
himſelf in this manner, to be ſomething more than 
human. Aceordingly, as they marched through 

the crowd, the Spaniards frequently, and with 
much ſatis faction, heard themſelves denommated 
Teules, or divinities. Nothing material paſſed in 

this firſt interview. Montezuma conducted Cortes 

to the quarters which he had prepared for his re- 
exption, and immediately took leave of him, with 

z politeneſs not unworthy of a court more refined. 

* You are now,“ ſays he, © with your brothers, in 

your own houſe; refreſh yourſelves after your fa- 
tigue, and be happy until I return *.“ The 
place allotted to the Spaniards for their lodging 

was a houſe built by the father of Montezuma. 

It was ſurrounded by a ſtone wall, with towers at 
proper diſtances, which ſerved for defence as well 

as for ornament, and its apartments and courts 
were ſo large as toaccommadate both the Spaniards 

and their Indian allies. The firſt care of Cortes 

was to take preeautions for his ſecurity, by plant- 

ing the artillery ſo as to command the different 
avenues which led to it, by appainting a large di- 
viſion of his troops to be always on guard, and by 
poſting centinels at proper ſtations, with injunc- 

tions 


* Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 232—235. B. Diaz. c. 88—85. 
 Gomara Cron. c. 64, 65. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 3, 4. 5 
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they were within fight of an enemy's camp. 


Id the evening Montezuma returned to vifit bis — 


gueſts with the ſaine pomp as in their firſt inter- ,, 


to Cortes and to his officers, but even to the private 
men, as proved the liberality of the monarch to 
be ſuitable to the opulence of his kingdom. A 
long conference enſued, in which Cortes learned 
what was the opinion of Montezuma with reſpect 
to the Spaniards. It was an eſtabliſhed tradition, 
he told him, among the Mexicans, that their an- 
ceſtors came originally from a remote region, 
and conquered the provinces now ſubject to his do- 
minion ; that after they were ſettled there, the 
great captain who conduRted this colony returned 
to his own country, promfing, that at fome future 
period his defcendants ſhould viſit them, aſſume 
the government, and reform their conſtitution 
and laws; that, from what he had heard and ſeen 


of Cortes and his followers, he was convinced that 
they were the very perſons whoſe appearance their 


tradition and prophecies taught them to expect ; 
that accordingly he had reccived them, not as 
ſtrangers, but as relations of the ſame blood and 
parentage, and deſired that they might confider 
themſelves as maſters in his dominions ; for both 


himſelf and his ſubjects ſhould be ready to com- 


ply with their will, and even to prevent their 


wiſhes. Cortes made a reply in his uſual ſtile, 


with reſpe& to the dignity and power of his ſo- 
vereign, and his intention in fending him into that 
country; artfully endeavouring ſo to frame his 
diſcourſe, that it might coincide as much as poſſible 
with the idea which Montezuma had formed con- 
cerning the origin of the Spaniards, Next morn- 
ing, Cortes and ſome 'of his principal attendants 
were admitted to a public audience of the emperor. 
The three ſubſequent days were employed in view- 

| 1 ing 


tions to obſerve the fame vigilant diſciptine as ifB 0.9 K 


view, and brought preſents of fuch value, not only the Spa- 


54 | 
BO O King the city; the appearance of which, ſo far ſu. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


perior in the order of its buildings, and the num. 


per of its inhabitants, to any place the Spaniards 


1519. 


had beheld in America, and yet ſo little reſembling 

the ſtructure of an European city, filled them with 

ſurpriſe and admiration. | 
Mexico, Tenuchtitlan, as it was anciently called 


by the natives, is ſituated in a large plain, envi- 


roned by mountains of ſuch height, that though 
within the torrid zone, the temperature of its cli- 
mate is mild and healthful, All the moiſture 
which deſcends from the high grounds is collected 
in ſeveral lakes, the two largeſt of which, of about 
ninety miles in circuit, communicate with each 
other. The waters of the one are freſh, thoſe of 
the others brackiſh. On the. banks of the latter, 
and on ſome ſmall iſlands adjoining to them, the 
capital of Montezuma's empire was built. The 
acceſs to the city was by artificial cauſeways or 
ſtreets, formed of ſtones and earth, about thirty 
feet in breadth, As the waters of the lake, during 
the rainy ſeaſon, overflowed the flat country, theſe 
cauſeways were of confiderable length. That of 
Tacuba on the weſt a mile and a half; that of Te- 
Zeuco on the northweſt three miles; that of Cuoy- 
acan towards the ſouth fix miles. On the caſt there 
was no cauſeway, and the city could be approached 
only by canoes*, In each of theſe cauſeways 
were openings, at proper intervals, through which 
the waters flowed ; and over theſe beams of timber 
were laid, which being covered with earth, the 
cauſeway or ſtreet had every where an uniform ap- 
pearance. As the approaches to the city were ſin- 
gular, its conſtruction was remarkable. Not only 
the temple of their gods, but the houſes belonging 
to the monarch, and to perſons of diſtinction, were 
of ſuch dimenſions, that, in compariſon with any 
other buildings which had been diſcovered in Ame- 

| I PEST rica, 
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rica, they might be termed magnificent. The ha- B OO K 


bitations of the common people were mean, re- 


bs 


ſembling the huts of other Indians. But they were 


all placed in a regular manner, on the banks of the 
canals which palled through the city, in ſome of 
its diſtricts, or on the ſides of the ſtreets which in- 
terſected it in other quarters. In ſeveral places 
were large openings or ſquares, one of which, al- 


lotted for the great market, is ſaid to have been ſo 


ſpacious, that forty or fifty thouſand perſons car- 


ried on trathc there, In this city, the pride of the 


New World, and the nobleſt monument of the in- 
duſtry and art of man, while unacquainted with 
the uſe of iron, and deſtitute of aid trom any do- 


meſtic animal, the Spaniards, who are moſt mode- 
rate in their computations, reckon that there were 


at leaſt ſixty thouſand inhabitants “. 


1519. 


Bur how much ſoever the novelty of thoſe ob- Ther dan. 
jects might amuſe or aſtoniſh the Spaniards, they gerous gtua- 


felt the utmoſt ſolicitude with reſpect to their own 
fituation. From a concurrence of circumſtances 
no leſs unexpected than favourable to their pro- 


greſs, they had been allowed to n into the 


heart of a powerful kingdom, and were now lodged 
in its capital, without having once met with open 
oppoſition from its monarch. The Tlaſcalans, 
however, had earneſtly diſſuaded them from plac- 
ing ſuch confidence in Montezuma as to enter a city 
of ſuch a peculiar fituation as Mexico, where that 
prince would have them at mercy, ſhut up as it 
were in a ſnare, from which it was impoſhble to 
eſcape. They aſſured him that the Mexican prieſts 
had, in the name of the gods, counſelled their ſo- 
yereign to admit the Spaniards into their capital, 

that 


Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 239. D. Relat. della gran citts de 
Mexico, par un Gentelhuomo del Corteſe. Ram. ibid. 304. E. 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 14, &c. 
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BOO K that he might cut them off there at one blow with 

V. perfect ſecurity “. They now perceived, too plainly, 

> that the apprehenfions of their allies were not deſ- 

1519. titute of foundation; that, by breaking the bridges 

placed at certain intervals on the caule wa] s, or by 

deſtroying part of the cauſeways themſelves, their 

retreat would be rendered impracticable, and they 

muſt remain cooped up in the centre of a hoſtile 

city, ſurrounded by multitudes ſufficient to over- 

whelm them, and without a poſhbility of receiving 

aid from their allies. Montezuma had, indced, 

received them with diſtinguiſhed reſpect. But 

ought they to reckon upon this as real, or to con- 

fider it as feigned ? Even if it were fincere,-could 

they promiſe on its continuance ? Their ſafety de- 

pended upon the will of a monarch, in whole at- 

tachment they had no reaſon to confide; and an 

order flowing from his caprice, or a word uttered 

by him in a paſſion, might decide irrevocably con- 
cerning their fate f., 

Solicitude Tarst reflections, ſo obvious as to occur to the 

8 meaneſt ſoldier, did not eſcape the vigilant ſagacity 

of their general, Before he let out from Cholula, 

Cortes had received advice from Villa Rica 7, that 

Qualpopoca, one of the Mexican generals on the 

frontiers, having aſſembled an army in order to at- 

tack ſome of the people whom the Spaniards had 

encouraged to throw of the Mexican yoke, Eſca- 

lante had marched out with part of the garrifon to 

ſupport his allies ; that an engagement had enſued, 

in which, though the Spaniards were victorious, 

Eſcalante, with ſeven of his men, had been mor- 

tally wounded, his horſe killed, and one Spaniard 

had been furrounded by the enemy and taken alive; 

that the head of this unfortunate captive, after be- 


* B. Diaz. c. 85, 86. 1 Ibid. c. 94. + Cortes Relat, 
Ram. iii. 235. C. f 
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ing carried in triumph to different cities, in order BOOK 


to convince the people that their invaders were 


not immortal, had been ſent to Mexico v. Cortes 


though alarmed with this intelligence, as an indi- 
cation of Montezuma's hoſtile intentions, had con- 
tinued his march. But as ſoon as he entered 
Mexico, he became ſenfible, that, from an exceſs 
of confidence in the ſuperior valour and diſcipline 
of his troops, as well as from the diſadvantage of 
having nethitig to guide him in an unknown coun- 
try, but the defective intelligence which he re- 
ccived from people with whom his mode of com- 
munication was very imperſect, he had puſhed for- 
ward into a fituation, where it was difficult to con- 
tinue, and from which it was dangerous to retire. 
Piſgrace, and perhaps ruin, was the certain con- 
ſeguence of attempting the latter. The ſucceſs 
of his enterprife depended upon ſupporting the 
high opinion which the people of New Spain had 
formed with reſpect to the irrefiſtible power of his 
arms. Upon the firſt ſymptom of timidity on his 
part, their veneration would ceafe, and Monte- 
zuma, whom fear alone reſtrained at preſent, 
would let loofe upon him the whole force of his 
empire. At the ſame time he knew, that the coun- 
tenance of his own ſovercign was to be obtained 
only by a ſeries of vidories, and that nothing 
but the merit of extraordinary ſucceſs could ſcreen 
his conduct from the cenſure of irregularity. From 
all theſe conſiderations, it was neceffary to main- 
tain his ſtation, and to extricate himſelf out of the 
difficulties in which one bold ftep had involved 
him, by yenturing upon another ſtill bolder. The 


ſituation was trying, but his mind was equal to it; 


and after revolving the matter with deep attention, 
he fixed upon a plan no leſs extraordinary than 
daring. He determined to ſeize Montezuma in 
his 

* B. Diaz. c. 93, 94. Herrera dec. 2. lib. viii. c. 1. 
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BOOK his palacc, and to carry him as a priſoner 
V. to the Spaniſh quarters. From the ſuperſtitious 
veneration of the Mexicans for the perſon of 
Refvl?e,, their monarch, as well as their implicit ſub. 
ſeize Mon- miſſion to his will, he hoped, by having Monte. 
zum Zuma in his power, to acquire the ſupreme direc. 
tion of their affairs ; or at leaſt, with ſuch a ſacred 
pledge in his hands, he made no doubt of being 

ſecure from any effort of their violence. 
His manner 'T'x1s he immediately propoſed to his officers, 
this, The timid ſtartled at a meaſure ſo audacious, and 
raiſed objections. The more intelligent and re. 
ſolute, conſcious that it was the only reſource in 
which there appeared any proſpect of ſafety, 
warmly approved of it, and brought over their com. 
panions ſo cordially to the ſame opinion, that it 
was agreed inſtantly to make the attempt. At his 
uſual hour of vifiting Montezuma, Cortes went to 
the palace, accompanied by Alvarado, Saudoval, 
Lugo, Wager e Leon, and Davila, five of his 
rincipal officers, and as many truſty ſoldiers. 
Thirty choſen men followed not in regular order, 
but ſauntering at ſome diſtance, as if they had no 
object but curioſity ; ſmall parties were poſted at 
proper intervals, in all the ſtreets leading from the 
paniſh quarters to the court; and the remainder 
of his troops, with the Tlaſcalan allies, were un- 
der arms, ready to ſally out on the firſt alarm. 
Cortes and his attendants were admitted without 
ſuſpicion ; the Mexicans retiring, as uſual, out of 
reſpet. He addreſſed the monarch in a tone very 
different from that which he had employed in for- 
mer conferences, reproaching him bitterly as the 
author of the violent aſſault made upon the Spa- 
niards by one of his officers, and demanded pub- 
lic reparation for the loſs which he had ſuſtained 
by the death of ſome of his companions, as well 
| | as 
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zs for the inſult offered to the great prince whoſe BOOK 
ſervants they were. Montezuma, confounded at V. 
this unexpected accuſation, and changing colour 
either from the conſciouſneſs of guilt, or from 1519. 
ſeeling the indignity with which he was treated, 

aſſerted his own innocence with great earneſtneſs, 

and, as a proof of it, gave orders inſtantly to 

bring Qualpopoca and his accomplices priſoners 

to Mexico. Cortes replied, with ſeeming complai- 

ſance, that a declaration ſo reſpeQable left no 

doubt remaining in his own mind, but that ſome- 

hing more was requiſite to ſatisfy his followers, 

yho would never be convinced that Montezuma 


n Nid not harbour hoſtile intentions againſt them, 
y, Wuleſs, as an evidence of his confidence and at- | 
n- Wachment, he removed from his own palace, and j 


ook up his reſidence in the Spaniſh quarters, where 
e ſhould be ſerved and honoured as became a 
great Monarch. The firſt mention of ſo ſtrange a 
propoſal bereaved Montezuma of ſpeech, and al- 
oſt of motion. At length, indignation gave him 
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f 
rs, NNuerance, and he haughtily anſwered, “ That per- 
r, Mons of his rank were not accuſtomed voluntarily 1 
no ſo give up themſelves as priſoners, and were he 1 
at Nean enough to do ſo, his ſubjects would not per- 1 
he Mit ſuch an affront to be offered to their ſove- bh 
ler eign.“ Cortes, unwilling to employ force, endea- # 
n- {Woured alternately to ſoothe and intimidate him. 1; 
m. he altercation became warm, and having conti- | 
zut Nued above three hours, Velaſquez de Leon, an 
of petuous aud gallant young man, exclaimed with 
ry M patience, © Why waſte more time in vain ? Let 
or- either ſeize him inſtantly, or ſtab him to the 
the art.“ The threatening voice and fierce geſtures 
ba- ich which theſe words were uttered, ſtruck Mon- 
1b- zuma. The Spaniards, he was ſenſible, had 


cd ov proceeded ſo far, as left him no hope that 
1 n = 


* 


BOOK they would recede. His own danger was imminent 


V. 


— — doning himſelf to bis fate, complied with their 


1519. 
Montezuma re neſt. be : 8 ; 
carried to Is officers were called. He communicated uri 
the Spaniſh them his reſolution. Though aſtoniſhed and af.War 


quietly diſperſed *. 


this event, either with reſpe to the temerity 


were not all the circumſtances of this extraord 
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the neceſſity unavoidable. He ſaw both, and aban. 


flicted, they preſumed not to queſtion the will of 
their maſter, but carried him in filent pomp, al 
bathed in tears, to the Spaniſh quarters. When i 
was known that the ſtrangers were conveying aug 
the emperor, the people broke out into the wildel 
tranſports of grief and rage, threatening the Spe 
niards with immediate deſtruction, as the puniſh. 
ment juſtly due to their impious audacity, But: 
ſoon as Montezuma appeared with a ſeeming gaiey 
of countenance, and waved his hand, the tumul 
was huſhed; and upon his declaring it to be of hi 
own choice that he went to reſide for ſome tim 
among his new friends, the multitude, taught! 
revere every imitation of their ſovereign's pleaſun 


THvs was a powerful prince ſeized by a f 
ſtrangers, in the midſt of his capital, at noon- di 
and carried off as a priſoner without oppoſition 
bloodſhed. Hiſtory contains nothing parallel | 
the attempt, or the ſucceſs of the execution ; a 


nary tranſaction authenticated by the moſt unqui 


tionable evidence, they would appear ſo wild at the 
extravagant, as to go far beyond the bounds of ti um 
veriſimilitude which muſt be preſerved even alto1 
fictitious narrations, | | Jeſt 
Mo Tzu Ia 

tural 


* B. Diaz. c. 95. Gomara Cron. c. 83. Cortes 
lat. Ram. ili. p. 235, 236. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. u 
b. 3, 3. | 
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MoNTEZUMA was received in the Spaniſh quar- BOOK 
ers with all the ceremonious reſpe& which Cortes V. 
ad promiſed. He was attended by his own do- TY | 
xeſtics, aud ſerved with his uſual ſtate. His , 1519: 71 
principal officers had free acceſs to him, and he with appa- ff 
arried on all the functions of government as if he nt reſpeck. 41 
ad been at perfect liberty. The Spaniards, how- 
rer, watched him with all the ſcrupulous vigi- \ 
ance natural in guarding ſuch an important prize “, iy. 
adeavouring, at the ſame time, to ſooth and re- by. 
oncile him to his fituation, by every external de- *4 
onſtration of regard and attachment. But from 3 
aptive princes the hour of humiliation and ſuffer- {i 
ng is never far diſtant. Qualpopoca, his ſon, and gupjected te 
ve of the principal oſhcers who ſerved under him, cruel indig- 
ere brought priſoners to the capital, in conſe- Pee. 4 
vence of the orders which Montezuma had iſſued. 
he emperor gave them up to Cortes, that he might 
nquire into the nature of their crime, and deter- 
mine their puniſhment. They were formally tried 
by a Spaniſh court-martial ; and though they had 
acted no other part than what became loyal ſubjects 
and brave men, in obeying the orders of their law- 
ul ſovereign, and in oppoling the invaders of their 
country, they were condemned to be burnt alive. 
The execution of ſuch atrocious deeds is ſeldom 
Pong ſuſpended. The unhappy victims were 1n- 
fantly led forth. The pile on which they were 
laid, was compoſed of the weapons colleted in 
the royal magazine for the public defence. An in- 
nume rable multitude of Mexicans beheld, in filent 
altoniſhment, the double inſult offered to the ma- 
jeſty of their empire; an officer of diſtinction com- 
mitted to the flames by the authority of ſtrangers, 
tor having done what he owed in duty to his na- 
tural ſovereign; and the arms provided by the 
foreſight 


— 


See NOTE XIV. 
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foreſight of their anceſtors for avenging ſuch 
wrongs, conſumed before their eyes. 

Bur theſe were not the moſt ſhocking indig. 
nities which they had to bear. Cortes, convinced 


that Qualpopoca would not have ventured to at. 
tack Eſcalante without orders from his maſter, 


was not ſatisfied with inflicting vengeance on the 


inſtrument employed in committing that crime, 
while the author of it eſcaped with irhpunity, 
Juſt before Qualpopoca was led out to ſuffer, 
Cortes entered the apartment of Montezuma, fol- 
lowed by ſome of his officers, and a ſoldier car. 
rying a pair of fetters ; and approaching the mo- 
narch with a ſtern countenance, told him, that as 
the perſons who were now to undergo the puniſh- 
ment which they merited, had charged hiin as the 
cauſe of the outrage committed, it was neceſſary 
that he likewiſe ſhould make atonement for that 


guilt ; then turning away abruptly, without wait- 


ing for a reply, commanded the ſoldiers to clap 
the fetters on his legs. The orders were inſtantly 
executed. The diſconſolate monarch, trained up 
with an idea that his perſon was ſacred and in- 
violable, and confidering this profanation of it as 
the prelude of immediate death, broke out into Toud 
lamentations and complaints. His attendants, 
ſpeechleſs with horror, fell at his feet, bathing 
them with tears; and bearing up the fetters in 


their hands, endeavoured with officious tenderneſs 


to lighten their preſſure. Nor did their grief and 
deſpondency abate, until Cortes returned from the 
exccution with a cheerful countenance, and ordered 
the fetters to be taken off. As Montezuma“ 
ſpirits had ſunk with unmanly dejection, they 
now role into indecent joy, and, with an unbe- 
coming tranſition, he palled at once from the 
anguiſh of deſpair to tranſports of gratitude and 
fondneſs towards his deliverers. : 

N 
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Ix thoſe tranſactions, as repreſented by the B; O OR 
paniſh hiſtorians, we ſearch in vain for the qua- V. 
ties which diſtinguiſh other parts of Cortes's wy — 
onduct, To uſurp a juriſdiction which could 1519. 
ot belong to a ſtranger, who aſſumed no higher . 
haracter than that of an ambaſſador from a baviour. 
reign prince, and, under colour of it, to in- 

d a capital puniſhment on men whoſe conduct 

titled them to eſteem, appears an act of bar- 

zrous cruelty. To put the monarch of a great 
ngdom in 1rons, and, after ſuch ignominious 
eatment, ſuddenly to reteafe him, ſeems to be 
diſplay of power no leſs inconſiderate than 
anton. According to their repreſentation, no 

count can be given either of the one action 

the other, but that Cortes, intoxicated with 

cceſs, and preſuming on the aſcendant which 

> had acquired over the minds of the Mexi- 

ns, thought nothing too bold for him to un- 
rtake, or too dangerous to execute. But, in 

ge view, theſe proceedings, however repugnant 
juſtice and humanity, may have flowed from 

u artful policy which regulated every part of 
drtes's behaviour. The Mexicans fad con- 

ved the Spaniards to be an order of beings ſu- 

rior to men. It was of the utmoſt conſequence 
cheriſh this illufion, and to keep up the ve- 
ration it inſpired. - Cortes wiſhed that ſhed- 

ig the blood of a Spaniard ſhould be deemed 

moſt heinous of all crimes; and nothing ap- 

ared better calculated to eſtabliſh this opinion, 

n to condemn the firſt Mexicans who had ven- 

ed to commit it, to a cruel death, and to oblige 

Ir monarch himſelt to ſubmit to a mortifying 
lignity, as an expiation for being acceſſary to 

ir guilt. + | 

the Tur 


+ See NOTE Xv. 
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wick Cor. The ſpirit of Montezuma was not only overawc; 

tes acquired. hut ſubdued; During fix months that Cortes 1 

* mained in Mexico, the monarch continued in thy 

Spaniſh quarters, with an appcarance of as entir 

ſatisfaQion and tranquillity, as if he had reſide 

there not from conſtraint, but through cho 

His miniſters and officers attended him as uſu; 

He took cognizance of all affairs; every order 

iſſued in his name. The external aſpe& of g 

vernment appearing the ſame, and all its ancien 

forms being ſcrupulouſly obſerved, the peo 

were ſo little ſenſible of any change, that thy 

beyed the mandates of their monarch with ü 

2 ſubmiſſive revcrence as ever. Such was t| 

dread which both Montezuma and his fubjet 

had of the Spaniards, or ſuch the veneration i 

which they held them, that no attempt was mat 

to deliver their ſovereign from confinement ; a 

though Cortes, relying on this aſcendant wh 

he had acquired over their minds, permitted h 

not only to viſit his temples, but to make hunt 

excurſions beyond the lake, a guard of a i 

Spaniards carried with it ſuch terror as to in 

midate the multitude, and ſecure the captive 1 
narch *. 

Tavs, by the fortunate temerity of Cotics 
ſeizing Montezuma, the Spaniards at once ſecu 
to themſelves more extenſive authority in the M 
ican empire than it was poſſible to have acqul 
in a long courſe of time by open force ; and t! 
exerciſed more abſolute {way in the name of al 
ther than they could have done in their own. | 


* Cortes Relat. p. 236. E. B. Diaz. c. 97, 98, 99. 
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leſs improved, have been nearly the ſame in every 


tion, under the ſanction of authority derived from 
the natural rulers of a country, the device of em- 
ploying the magiſtrates and forms already eſta- 
bliſhed as inſtruments to introduce a new domi- 
mon, of which we are apt to boaſt as ſublime re- 
finements in policy peculiar to the preſent age, 
were inventions of a more early period, and had 
been tried with ſucceſs in the Welt, long before 
they were practiſed in the Eaft. 5 


for ſuch commiſſions, into different parts of the 
empire, accompanied by perſons of diſtinction, 
whom Montezuma appointed to attend them both 
as guides and protectors. They viſited moſt of the 
provinces, viewed their ſoil and productions, ſur- 
veyed with particular care the diſtricts which 
yielded gold or filver, pitched upon ſeveral places 
as proper ſtations for future colonies, and endea- 


mitting to the Spaniſh yoke. While they were 
thus employed, Cortes, in the name and by the au- 
thority of Montezuma, degraded ſome of the prin. 
cipal officers in the empire, whoſe abilities or in- 
dependent ſpirit excited his jealouſy, and ſubſti- 
tuted in their place perſons leſs capable or more 
obſcquious. | 

ONE thing ſtill was wanting to complete his ſe- 
curity. He wiſhcd to have ſuch command of the 
lake as might enſure a retreat, if, either from levity 
or diſguſt, the Mexicans ſhould take arms againſt 
him, and break down the bridges or cauſeways. 
This too, his own addreſs, and the facility of Mon- 
tezuma, enabled him to accompliſh. . Having fre- 
Vor. II. 5 quently 


voured to prepare the minds of the people for ſub- 


65 
arts of poliſhed nations in ſubjecting ſuch as are ; O0 OK 


V. 


period. The ſyſtem of ſcreening a foreign uſurpa -- Y 


1520. 


CoRTEs availed himſelf to the utmoſt of the u wich 
power which he poſſeſſed by this means. He ſent be makes of 
ſome Spaniards, whom he judged beſt qualified 


tion, he awakened his curioſity to ſee thoſe moving 
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BO O Kquently entertained his priſoner with pompous ac- 
V. counts of the European marine and art of naviga- 


1520. palaces that made their way through the water 
without oars. Under pretext of gratifying his 
deſire, Cortes perſuaded- him to appoint ſome of 
his ſubjects to fetch part of the naval ſtores depo- 
ſited at Vera Cruz to Mexico, and to employ others 
in cutting down and preparing timber. With 
their aſſiſtance the Spaniſh carpenters ſoou com- 
pleted two brigantines, which afforded a frivolous 
amuſement to the monarch, and were conſidered 
by Cortes as a certain reſource, if he ſhould be 
x tp? to retire. 1 

Montezuma ENCOURAGED by ſo many inſtances of the mo- 
ledees him. narch's tame ſubmiſſion to his will, Cortes ven- 
ſelf a vaſſal tured to put it to a proof ſtill more trying. He 


Ke urged Montezuma to acknowledge himſelf a vaſſal | 
of the king of Caſtile, to hold his crown of him F 
as ſuperior, and to ſubject his dominions to the p. 
payment of an annual tribute. With this requiſi- ui 
tion, the laſt and moſt humbling that can be made af 
to one poſſeſſed of ſovereign authority, Montezuma be 
was ſo obſequious as to comply. He called toge- A 
ther the chief men of his empire, and in a ſolemn ¶ be 
harangue, reminded them of the traditions and a 
prophecies which led them to expect the arrival of N 
a people ſprung from the ſame ſtock with them- Wl 51; 
ſelves, in order to take poſſeſſion of the ſupreme an 
power, he declared his belief that the Spaniards Meer 
were this promiſed race ; that therefore. he recog- wi 
nized the right of their monarch to goyern the pol 
Mexican empire, would lay his crown at his feet, Nco 
and obey him as a tributary. While uttering theſe Nh 
words, Montezuma diſcovered how deeply. he was An 


affected in making ſuch a ſacrifice. Tears and 
groans frequently 1nterrupted his diſcourſe. Over- 
| awed and broken as his ſpirit was, it ſtill retained 
ſuch 
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ſuch a ſenſe of dignity, as to feel that pang which BOOK 
pierces the heart of princes when conſtrained to V. 
reſign independent power. The firſt mention of "Ty 
ſuch a reſolution ſtruck the aſſembly dumb with 132. 
aſtoniſhment. This was followed by a ſullen mur- 
mur of ſorrow mingled with indignation, which 
indicated ſome violent eruption of rage to be near 
| at hand. This Cortes foreſaw, and ſeaſonably in- {1 
| terpoſed to prevent it, by declaring that his maſter 4 
| had no intention to deprive Montezuma of the | 
: royal dignity, or to make any innovation upon the 
| conſtitution and laws of the Mexican empire. This 
aſſurance, added to their dread of the Spaniſh power, 
and to the authority of their monarch's example, 
extorted a reluQant conſent from the aſſembly “*. 
The act of ſubmiſſion and homage was executed 
with all the formalities which the Spaniards were 
pleaſed to preſcribe f. 
MonTEZUMa, at the defire of Cortes, accom- The amount 


a magnificent preſent to his new ſovereign ; and, kde by the 


le after his example, his ſubjects brought in very U ons 
na beral contributions. The Spaniards now collected 


all the treaſure which had been either voluntarily 
beſtowed upon them at different times by Monte- 


ad BY zuma, or had been extorted from his people under 
of Bl various pretexts; and having melted the gold and 
m. ſl lilver, the value of theſe, without including jewels 
me 


and ornaments of yarious kinds, which were pre- 


ds ſerved on account of their curious workmanſhip, 

0; Wh amounted to fix hundred thouſand peſos. The Divivon of 
the Wi foldiers were impatient to have it divided, and nde, 
cet, Cortes complied with their defire. A fifth of theoccaiionee. 
ele Wl whole was ſet apart as the tax due to the king. 

Was Another fifth was allotted to Cortes, as com- 

and | F 2 mander 

ver- | 

ned * See NOTE XVI. + Cortes Relat. 248. D. B. Diaz. 


e. 101. Gomara Cron. c. 92. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. x. c. 4. 
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BO OK mander in chief. The ſums advanced by Velaſ- 
V- quez, oy Cortes, and by ſome of the officers, to- 


IV yards efraying the expence of fitting out the ar- 


520. mament, were then deducted. The remainder was 


divided among the army, including the garriſon of 


Vera Cruz, in proportion to their different ranks. 
After ſo many defalcations, the ſhare of a private 
man did not exceed a hundred pefos. This ſum 
fell fo far below their ſangume expectations, that 
ſome foldiers rejected it with ſcorn, and others 


murmured ſo loudly at this cruel diſappointment of 


their hopes, that it required all the addreſs of Cor- 
tes, and no ſmall exertion of his liberality, to ap- 
peaſe them. The complaints of the army were 
not altogether deſtitute of foundation. As the 
crown had contributed nothing towards the equip- 
ment or ſucceſs of the armament, it was not without 


regret that the ſoldiers beheld it ſweep away ſo 


great a proportion of the treaſure purchaſed by their 


blood and toil. What fell to the ſhare of their 
general appeared, according to the ideas of wealth 
in the fixteenth century, an enormous ſum. Some 
of Cortes's favourites had ſecretly appropriated to 
their own uſe ſeveral ornaments of gold, which 
neither paid the royal fifth, nor were brought into 
account as part of the common ſtock. It was, 
however, ſo manifeſtly the intereſt of Cortes at 
this period to make a large remittance to the king, 
that it is highly probable thoſe concealments were 


not of great conſequence. | 


Reaſons TRE total ſum amaſſed by the Spaniards bc rs 
hich might be formed 

in ſuch ſmall Elther hy reflecting on the deſcriptions given by 
quantity. Hiſtorians of the anetent ſplendour of Mexico, or 
by confidering the productions of its mines in mo- 

dern times. But, among the, ancient Mexicans, 

old and filver were not the ſtandards by which 

the worth of other commodities was eſtimated ; 


why — . | 
Ko. 2 no proportion to the ideas w 


and 


1 
* 
— 


mi mp „ Oc © ww a5 


Eq,” © 


© + 
a ww 


HISTORY OF AMERICA, = 


and deſtitute of the artificial value derived from ; oo Kr 
this circumſtance, were no farther in requeſt than V. 
as they furniſhed materials for ornaments and 
trinkets. "Theſe were either conſecrated to the 1520. 
gods in their temples, or were worn as marks of 
diſtinction by their princes and ſome of their moſt 
eminent chiefs. As the conſumption of the preci- 

ous metals was inconfiderable, the demand for 

them was not ſuch as to put either the ingenuity or 
induſtry of the Mexicans on the firetch, in order to 
augment their ſtore. They were altogether unac- 
quainted with the art of working the rich mines 

with which the country abounded. What gold 

they had was gathered in the beds of rivers, na- 

tive, and ripened into a pure metallic ſtate * The 

utmoſt effort of their labour in ſearch of it was to 

waſh the earth carried down by torrents from the 
mountains, and to pick out the grains of gold 
which ſubſided ; and even this ſimple operation, 
according to the report of the perſons whom Cortes 
appointed to ſurvey the provinces where there 

was a proſpect of finding mines, they performed 

very unſkilfully f. From all thoſe cauſes, the 

whole maſs of gold in poſſeſſion of the Mexicans 

was not ſo great. As filver is rarely found pure, 

and their art was too rude to conduct the proceſs 

for refining it in a proper manner, the quantity of 

this metal was ſtill leſs confiderable J. Thus, 
though the Spaniards had exerted all the power 
which they poſſeſſed in Mexico, and often with in- 

decent rapacity, in order to gratify their predomi- 

nant paſſion, and though Montezuma had fundly 
exhauſted his ſtores, in hopes of ſatiating their thirſt 


ed for gold, the product of both, which probably in- 
05 eluded a great part of the bullion in the empire, did 


not riſe in value above what has been mentioned 5. 
Bur 


* Danes Relat. p. 236. F. B. Diaz. c. 102, 103. Gomara 
Cron. c. go. B. Diaz. c. 103. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. ix. 
c. 4 9 See NOTE XVII. 
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BOOK Bur however pliant Montezuma might be in 
V. other matters, with reſpect to one point he was in- 
flexible. Though Cortes often urged him, with 
11.529 the importunate zeal of a miſſionary, to renounce 
inflexible his falſe gods, and to embrace the chriſtian faith, 
with reſpet he always rejected the propoſition with horror, 
son. Superſtition, . among the Mexicans, was formed 
into ſuch a regular and complete ſyſtem, that its 
inſtitutions naturally took faſt hold of the mind; 
and. while the rude tribes in other parts of America 
were eaſily induced to relinquiſh a few notions and 
rites, . ſo looſe and arbitrary as hardly to merit the 
name of a public religion, the Mexicans adhered 
tenaciouſly to their mode of worſhip, which, how- 
ever barbarous, was accompanied with ſuch order 
and ſolemnity as to render it the object of venera. 
tion. Cortes, finding all his attempts ineffectual 
to ſhake the conſtancy of Montezuma, was ſo much 
enraged at his obſtinacy, that in a trauſport of 
zeal he led out his ſoldiers to throw down the idols 
in the great temple by force. But the prieſts 
taking arms in defence of their altars, and the peo- 
ple crowding with great ardour to ſupport them, 
Cortes's prudence overruled his zeal, and induced 
him to deſiſt from his-raſh attempt, after diſlodging 
the idols from one of the ſhrines, and placing iu 

their ſtead an image of the Virgin Mary“. 
Schemes of FROM that moment the Mexicans, who had per- 
2 mitted the impriſonment of their ſovereign, and 
troy te ſuffered the exactions of ſtrangers without a ſtrug- 
>pariars. gle, began to meditate how they might expel or 
deſtroy the Spaniards, and thought themſelves 
called upon'to avenge their inſulted deities. The 
prieſts and leading men held frequent conſultations 
with Montezuma for this purpoſe. But as it might 
prove fatal to the captive monarch to attempt either 


the 


See NOTE XVIII. 
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the one or the other by violence, he was willing BO OR 
to try more gentle means. Having called Cortes V. 
into his preſence, he obſerved that now, as all 
the. purpoſes of his embaſly were fully accom. 1520. 
pliſhed, the gods had declared their will, and the 
people ſignified their deſire, that he and his fol- | 
lowers ſhould inſtantly depart out of the empire. 
With this he required them to comply, or unavoid- 1 
able deſtruction would tall ſuddenly on their heads. =_ 
The tenor of this unexpected requiſition, as well 
as the determined tone in which it was uttered, | 
left Cortes no room to doubt that it was the reſult 
of ſome decp ſcheme concerted between Mon- N 
tezuma and his ſubjects. He quickly perceived N 
that he might derive more advantage from a ſeem- 
ing compliance with the monarch's inclination, 1 
than from an ill-timed attempt to change or to | j 
oppoſe it, and replied, with great compoſure, | 
that he had already begun to prepare for returning 
to his own country ;. but as he had deſtroyed the 
veſſels in which he arrived, ſome time was requi- 
fite for building ather ſhips, This appeared rea- 
ſonable. A number of Mexicans were ſent to 
Vera Cruz to cut down timber, and ſome Spaniſh 
carpenters were appointed to ſuperintend the work. 
Cortes flattered himſelf that, during this interval, 
he might either find means to avert the threatened 
danger, or receive ſuch reinforcements as would 
enable him to deſpiſe it. | 

ALMosT nine months were elapſed fince Por- Anxiety and 
tocarrero and Montejo had failed with his dif. 0 5 
patches to Spain; and he daily expected their re- 
turn with a confirmation of his authority from the 
king. Without this, his condition was inſecure 
and precarious, and after all the great things which 
he had done, it might be his doom to bear the 
name and ſuffer the puniſhment of a traitor. Ra- 
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B O © K pid and extenſive as his progreſs had been, he could 


V. 


1520, 


The arrival 
of a new 
armament, 


fitted out by 


Velaſquez, 


torians, touched at the iſland of Cuba, contrary 


not hape to complete the reduction of a great em- 


rw pire with fo ſmall a body of men, which by this 


time the diſeaſes of the climate had conſiderably 
thinned ; nor could he apply for recruits to the 
Spaniſh ſettlements in the iſlands until he received 
the royal approbation of his proceedings. 
HILE remained in this cruel fituation, 
anxious about what was paſt, uncertain with re- 
ſpect to the ſuture, and, by the late declaration of 
ontezuma, oppreſſed with a new addition of 
cares, a Mexican courier arrived with an account 
of ſome ſhips having appeared on the coaſt. Cortes, 
with fond credulity, imagining that his meſſen- 
gers were returned from Spain, and that the com- 
pletion of all his wiſhes and hopes was at hand, 
imparted the glad tidings to his companions, wha 
received them with tranſports of mutual gratula- 
tion. 'Their joy was not of long continuance. A 
courier from Sandoval, whom Cortes had ap- 
pointed to ſucceed Eſcalante in command at Vera 
Cruz, brought certain information that the arma- 
ment was fitted out by Velaſquez, governor of Cuba, 
and, inſtead of bringing the aid which they 
expected, threatened them with immediate de- 
ſtruction. 

Tur motives which prompted Velaſquez to this 
violent meaſure are obvious. From the circum- 
ſtances of Cortes's departure, it was impoſſible not 
to ſuſpect his intention of throwing off all depend- 
ence upon him. His neglecting to tranſmit any 
account of his operations to Cuba ſtrengthened 
this ſuſpicion, which was at laſt confirmed, beyond 
doubt, by the indiſcretion of the officers whom 
Cortes ſent toSpain. 'They from ſome motive, which 
is not clearly explained by the contemporary hiſ- 


to 


me 
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to the peremptory orders of their general“. Byygookr 
this means Velaſquez not only learned that Cortes V. 
and his followers, after —_ renouncing all ww 
connection with him, had eſtabliſhed an independ- 1520, 
ent colony in New Spain, and were ſoliciting the 

king to confirm their proceedings by his authority; 

but he obtained particular information concernin 

the opulence of the country, the valuable preſents 

which Cortes had received, and the inviting proſ- 

peas of ſucceſs that opened to his view. Every 

paſhon which can agitate an ambitious mind ; 

ſhame, at having been ſo groſsly over-reached ; in- 
dignation at being betrayed by the man whom he | 
had ſelected as the object of his favour and con- | 
fdence ; grief, for having waſted his fortune to 1 
aggrandize an enemy; and deſpair of recovering ; 
ſo lair an opportunity of eſtabliſhing his fame, and 
extending his power, now raged in the boſom of 
Velaſquez. All theſe, with united force, excited 
him to make an extraordinary effort in order to 
be avenged on the author of his wrongs, and to 
reſt from him his uſurped authority and conqueſts. 
Nor did he want the appearance of a good title to 
juſtify ſuch an attempt. The agent whom he ſent 
to Spain with an account of Gryalya's voyage had 
met with a moſt favourable reception ; and from the 
ſpecimens which he produced, ſuch high expeQa- 
tions were formed concerning the opulence of New 
Spain, that Velaſquez was authoriſed to proſecute 
the diſcovery of the country, and appointed go- 
vernor of it during life, with more cxtenfive power 
and privileges than had been granted to any adven- 
turer from the time of Columbus f. Elated by this 
diſtinguiſhing mark of favour, and warranted to 
conſider Cortes not only as intruding upon his 
juriſdiction, but as diſobedient to the royal man- 


date, 


* B. Diaz. c. 54, 55. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 14. Go- 
mara Cron. c. 96. + Herrera, dec. 2. lib. iii. c. 11. 
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BOOK date, he determined to vindicate his own rights, 


V. and the honour of his ſovereign, by force of 


arms *. His ardour in carrying on his preparz. 

WE tions was ſuch as might have been expected fron 

command of the violence of the paſſions with which he was ani. 

Narvaez. mated ; and in a ſhort time an armament was com. 

10 conſiſting of eighteen ſhips, which had on 

board fourſcore horſemen, eight hundred foot (ol. 

diers, of which eighty were mutketeers, and : 

hundred and twenty croſs-bow men, together with 

a train of twelve pieces of cannon, As Vela. 

quez's experience of the fatal conſequence of com- 

mitting to another what he ought to have executed 

himſelf, had not rendered him more enterpriſing, 

he veſted the command of this formidable body, 

which, in the infancy of the Spaniſh power in 

America, merits the appellation of an army, in 

Pamphilo de Narvaez, with inſtructions to ſeize 

Cortes and his principal officers, to fend them 

priſoners, to him, and then to complete the 

diſcovery and conqueſt of the country in his 
name. 

The pro- AFTER a proſperous voyage, Narvaez landed 

ceecings his men without oppoſition near St. Juan de Ullua 

April. Three ſoldiers, whom Cortes had ſent to ſearch 

for mines in that diſtri, immediately joined him. 

By this accident, he not only received informs. 

tion concerning the progreſs and ſituation of Cortes, 

but as theſe ſoldiers had made ſome progreſs in 

the knowledge of the Mexican language, he ac- 

quired interpreters, by whoſe means he was ena- 

bled to hold ſome intercourſe with the people ot 

the country, But, according to the low cunning 

of deſerters, they framed their intelligence with 

more attention to what they thought would be 

agreeable, than to what they knew to be true 

an 


* See NOTE XIX. 
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of Ml deſperate, and the diſaffection of his followers to 


| 75 
is, MF 2nd repreſented the fituation of Cortes to be ſo B O O KR 


V. 


ra be ſo general, as increaſed the natural preſumption wI— 


om and confidence of Narvaez. His firſt operation, 1329. 
ni however, might have taught him not to rely an 

m. their partial accounts. Having ſent to ſummon 

on WM the governor of Vera Cruz to ſurrender Guevara, 

ol. a prieſt whom he employed in that ſervice, made 
me requiſition with ſuch inſolence, that Sandoval, 

ith an officer of high ſpirit, and zealouſly attached to 

a. Cortes, inſtead of complying with his demands, 

m. ſeized him and his attendants, and ſent them in 

ted chains to Mexico. 

ng, CoxTts received them not like enemies, but as Cortesdeep. 


ly, friends, and condemning the ſeverity of Sandoval, ! alarmed, 


in { them immediately at liberty. By this well- 
ig Wl timed clemency, ſeconded by caraſſes and preſents, 


iz: WW he gained their confidence, and drew from them 
Ell 


his 


of Narvaez, as gave him a view of the impending 
danger 1n its full extent. He had not to contend 
now with half-naked Indians, no match for him 
in war, and ſtill more inferior in the arts of po- 
licy, but to take the field againſt an army in 
number far ſuperior, acting under the ſanction 
of royal authority, and commanded by an officer 


va, 
re 


es, WI vacz, more ſolicitous to gratify the reſentment of 


Velaſquez, than attentive to the honour or intereſt 
of his country, had begun his intercourſe with 


na the natives, by repreſenting him and his followers 
: of Wi as fugitives and outlaws, guilty of rebellion againſt 
ing their own ſovereign, and of injuſtice in invading 
ith che Mexican empire, and had declared to them 
be that his ſole object in viſiting the country was to 
ue; WH puniſh the Spaniards, and ta reſcue them from op- 
nd Wl preflion. He ſoon perceived, that the ſame unfa- 


vourable 


ſuch particulars concerning the force and intentions. 


of known bravery. He was informed that Nar- 


. 
3 
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BOO R vourable repreſentations had been conveyed t9 


V. 


—x— to afſure him, that as the conduct of thoſe who 


150 


His delibe - 
rations con- 
cerning his 
OWN con- 


{ duct, 


| ſet the captive monarch at liberty, and march ou 


ficad of employing force, he ſhould have recourk 
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Montezuma, and that Narvaez had found mean; 


kept him under reſtraint was highly diſpleaſing 
to the king his maſter, he had it in charge not 
only to reſcue an injured monarch from confine. 
ment, but to reinſtate him in the poſſeſſion of his 
antient power and independence. Animated with 
this proſpect of being ſet free from ſubjection to 
ſtrangers, the provinces began openly to revolt 
from Cortes, and to regard Narvaez as a deliverer 
no leſs able than willing to ſave them. Monte. 
zuma himſelf kept up a ſecret intercourſe with the 
new commander, and ſeemed to court him as a 
perſon ſuperior in power and dignity to thoſe 
Spaniards whom he had hitherto revered as the firſt 
of men “. | 

SUCH were the various aſpects of danger and 
difficulty which preſented themſelyes to the view 
of Cortes. No ſituation can be conceived more 
tryjng to the capacity and firmneſs of a general, 
or where the choice of a plan which ought to be 
adopted was more difficult. If he ſhould wait 
the approach of Narvaez in Mexico, deſtruction 
freed to be unavoidable ; for while the Spaniard: 
preſſed him from without, the inhabitants, whoſe 
turbulent ſpirit he could hardly reſtrain with all 
his anthority and attention, would eagerly lay hold 
on ſuch a Lade opportunity of avenging all 
their wrongs. If he ſhould abandon the capital, 


to meet the encmy, he muſt at once forego the 
fruits of all his toils and victories, and relinquiſh 
advantages which could not be recovered without 
extraordinary efforts, and infinite danger. If, in. 


t 


| * See NOTE XX. 
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anguine hopes of ſucceſs. After revolving every 
ſcheme with deep attention; Cortes fixed upon that 
which, in execution was moſt hazardous, but, if 
ſucceſsful, would proye moſt beneficial to his 
country ; and with the decifive intrepidity, ſuited 
to deſperate ſituations, determined to make one 
old effort for victory, under every diſadvantage, 
be rather than ſacrifice his own conqueſts, and the 
Spaniſh intereſt in Mexico. 


o conciliating meaſures, and attempt an accom- BOOK 
modation with Narvaez ; the natural haughtineſs V. 

of that officer, augmented by. conſciouſneſs of- 
his preſent ſuperiority; forbad him to cheriſh any 1520. 


" Bur though he foreſaw that the conteſt muſt His negoci- 


ations with 


nd againſt his countrymen, without attempting to ad- 
© Wit matters by an amicable negociation. In this 
al ſervice he employed Olmedo, his chaplain, to 


yrhoſe character the function was well ſuited, and 
ho poſſeſſed, beſides, ſuch prudence and addreſs 
as qualified him to carry on the ſeeret intrigues in 
yhich Cortes placed his chief confidence. Nar- 
acz rejected, with ſcorn, every ſcheme of accom- 
modation that Olmedo propoſed, and was with 
athculty reſtrained from laying violent hands on 
him and his attendants. He met however with 
a more favourable reception among his followers, 
o many of whom he delivered letters, either from 


th tes or his officers, their ancient friends and 
Qiſh ompanions. Cortes artfully accompanied theſe 
hom iich preſents of rings, chains of gold, and other 


rinkets of value, which inſpired thoſe needy ad- 
enturers with high ideas of the wealth that he 
bad acquired, and with envy of their good for- 
une who were engaged in his ſervice. Some, from 
pes of becoming ſharers in thoſe rich ſpoils, de- 
lared for an immediate accommodation with 

Ng Cortes. 


be terminated finally by arms, it would have been thefollowers 
not only indecent, but criminal, to have marched of Navaet 


” of 
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Book Cortes. Others, from public ſpirit, laboured to 


V. 
— — 


1520. 


prevent a civil war, which, whatever party ſhould 
prevail, muſt ſhake,: and perhaps ſubvert the Spa- 
niſh power, in a country where it was ſo imper. 
fectly eſtabliſhed. Narvaez diſregarded both, and 
by a public proclamation denounced: Cortes, and 
his adherents, rebels and enemies to their. country, 
Cortes, it is probable, was not much ſurpriſed at 
the untractable arrogance of Narvaez ; and, after 
having given ſuch a proof of his own pacific diſpo- 


ſition as might juſtify his recourſe to other means, 


principally upon the injunctions which he had 


he determined to advance towards an enemy whom 
he had laboured in vain to appeaſe. 

Hr left an hundred and fifty men in the capital, 
under the command of Pedro de Alvarado, an 


officer of diſtinguiſhed courage, for whom the 


Mexicans had conceived a ſingular degree of re- 
ſpect. To the cuſtody of this ſlender garriſon he 
committed a great city, with all the wealth he had 
amaſſed, and, what was ſtill of greater impor- 
tance, the perſon of the impriſoned monarch. 
His utmoſt art was employed in concealing from 
Montezuma the real cauſes of his march. He la. 
boured'to perſuade him, that the ſtrangers who 
had lately arrived were his friends and fellow-ſub- 
Jes ; and that, after a ſhort interview with them, 
they would depart together, and rcturn to their 
own country. The captive prince, unable to com- 
prehend the deſigus of the Spaniards, or to recon- 
cile what he now heard with the declarations of 
Narvaez, and afraid to diſcover any ſymptom of 
ſuſpicion or diſt ruſt of Cortes, promiſed to remain 
quietly in the Spaniſh quarters, and to cultivate 
the ſame friendſhip with Alvarado, which he had 
uniformly maintained with him. Cortes, with 
ſeeming confidence in this promiſe, but relying 


given 
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ven Alvarado to guard his priſoner with the ; O OR 
moſt ſcrupulous vigilance, ſet out from Mexico. — 
His ſtrength, even after it was reinforced by 1520. 
-- Nee junction of Sandoval, and the garriſon of Vera Number of 
4 uu, did not exceed two hundred and fifty men. 
ds be hoped for ſucceſs chiefly from the rapidity 

„ Wh bis motions, his troops were not encumbered 

ther with baggage or artillery. But as he dreaded 
xtremely the impreſſion which the enemy might 

make with their cavalry, he had provided againſt 

his danger with the foreſight and ſagacity which 
iſtinguiſh a great commander. Having obſerved 

hat the Indians 1n the province of Chinantla uſed 

pears of extraordinary length and force, he armed 

is ſoldiers with theſe, aud accuſtomed them to 

hat deep and compact arrangement, which the uſe 

f this formidable weapon, the beſt perbaps that 

ver was invented for defence, enabled them to 

ume. | e f 
Wirn this ſmall but firm battalion Cortes ad- contunues to 
anced towards Zempoalla, of which Narvacz ar fert 
ad taken poſſeſſion. During his march he made vanced. 
epeated attempts towards ſome accommodation 
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ho ith his opponent. But Narvaez requiring that 
wb. Nortes and his followers ſhould n recog- 
m, ize his title to be governor of New Spain, in 


irtue of the powers which he derived from Ve- 
quez, and Cortes refuſing to ſubmit to any 
uthority, which was not founded on a commiſſion 
rom the emperor himſelf, under whoſe immediate 
rotettion he and his adherents had placed their 
nfant colony, all theſe attempts proved fruitleſs. 
he intercourſe however, which this occaſioned 


1ad etween the two parties, proved of no ſmall ad- 
ich entage to Cortes, as it afforded him an oppor- 
ing nity of gaining ſome of Narvaez's officers by 
bad beral preſents, of ſoftening others by a ſemblance 


moderation, and of dazzling all by the ap- 
| | pearance 


10 


BOOK 
V. 


Mexican gold into chains, bracelcts, and othe 


1520, 


Attacks 
Narvaez in 
the night. 


thus fruitlefsly expoſed, that from their unſoldier 


knew that he could not be attacked, he beheld 
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l of wealth among his troops, moſt 9 
is foldiers having converted their ſhare of the 


ornaments, which' they diſplayed with military 
oſtentation, Narvacz, and a little junto of his 
creatures excepted, all the army leaned toward 
an accommodation with their countrymen. This 
diſcovery of their inclination irritated his violen 
temper almoſt to madneſs. In a tranſport of ragt 
he ſet a price upon the head of Cortes, and of hi 
principal officers; and having learned, that he 
was now advanced within a league of Zempoall; 
with his ſmall body of men, he confidered this x 
an inſult which merited immediate chaſtiſement 
and marched out with all his troops to offer hin 
battle. | 
Bur Cortes was a leader of greater abilities and 
experience than to fight an enemy fo far ſuperia 
in number, and ſo much better appointed, a 
equal ground. Having taken his ſtation on the 
oppoſite bank of the river de Canoas, where he 


d 


the approach of the enemy without concern, and 
diſregarded this vain bravade. It was then the 
beginning of the wet ſeaſon “, and the rain had 
poured down, during a great part of the day, wil 
the violence peculiar to the torrid zone. The fol 
lowers of Narvaez, unaccuſtomed to the hardſhip 
of military ſervice, murmured fo much at bein 


like impatience, as well as his own contempt « 
his adverſary, their general permitted them to re 
tire to Zempoalla. The very circumftance which 
induced them to quit the field, engaged Cortes 1 
form a ſcheme, by which he hoped at once to tet: 
minate the war. He obſerved, that his hardy . 

| terall 


„ Hackluyt, vol. iii. 467. . De Lact Deſcr. Ind. Occid. 221 
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though ſtanding under the torrents, which con- BO OK 
tinued to fall, without a fingle tent or any ſhelter v. 
whatſoever to cover them, were ſo far from re- 
pining at hardſhips that were become familiar to 520. 
them, that they were ſtill freſh and alert for ſer- 
vice. He foreſaw that the enemy would naturally 


sive themſelves up to repoſe after their fatigue, 
i and. that, judging of the conduct of others by 
| their own effcminacy, they would deem them- 
" BAC perſectly ſecure ata ſeaſon ſo unfit for action. 
vl He reſolved therefore to fall upon them in the 


dead of night, when the ſurpriſe and terror of this 
unexpected attack might more than compenſate 
the inferiority of his numbers. His ſoldiers, ſen- 
WM ible that no re ſource remained but in ſome deſ- 
nl perate effort of courage, approved of the meaſure 
with ſuch warmth, that Cortes, in a military ora- 
zu 1100 which he addreſſed to them before they began 
ri their march, was more ſolicitous to temper than to 
inflame their ardour. . He divided them into three 


ö Ol . 

11, parties. At the head of the firſt he placed Sandoval; 
- wy entruſting this gallant officer with the moſt dange- 
bel rous. and important ſervice, that of ſeizing the 


enemy's artillery, which was planted before the 
principal tower of the temple, where Narvaez 


bal bad fixed his head-quarters, Chriſtoval de Olid 
will commanded the ſecond, with orders to aſſault the 
. fo. tower, and lay hold on the general. Cortes him- 
ſhiny elf conducted the third and ſmalleſt diviſion, 
dein bich was to act as a body of reſerve, and to ſup- 
dier port the other two as there ſhould be occafion. 


Having paſſed the river de Canoas, which was 


pt 6 | k . : 

"I much ſwelled with the rain, not without difficulty, 
vide water reaching almoſt to their chins, they ad- 
tes oF aneed in profound filence, without beat of drum, 


or ſound of any warlike inſtrument ; each man 
armed with his word, his dagger, and his Chinant- 
erat lan fpear. Narvaez, remiſs in proportion to his 

keurity, had poſted only two centinels to watch 
1. 221 Vor. II. ; 8 ".”” "The 


\ 
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BOOK the motions of an enemy whom he had ſach good 
V. cauſe to dread. One. of theſe was ſeized by the 
wxw advanced guard of Cortes's troops, the other made 
1520. his eſcape, and hurrying to the town with all the 
precipitation of fear- and zeal, gave ſuch timely 

notice of the enemy's approach, that there was 

full leiſure to have prepared for their reception, 

But, through the arrogance and infatuation of 
Narvaez, this important interval was loſt. He 
imputed this alarm to the cowardice of the centinel, 

and treated with derifion the idea of being attacked 

by forces ſo unequal to his own. The ſhouts of 
Cortes's ſoldiers, ruſhing on to the aſſault, con- 

vinced him at laſt, that the danger which he de- 

ſpiſed was real. The rapidity with which they ad- 

vanced was ſuch, that only one cannon could be 

fired, . before Sandoval's party cloſed with the 
enemy, drove them from their guns, and began to 

force their way up the ſteps of the tower. Nar. 

vaez, no leſs brave in action than preſumptuous in 
conduct, armed himſelf in haſte, and by his voice 

and example animated his men to the combat, 

Olid advanced to ſuſtain his companions; and 

Cortes himſelf, ruſhing to the front, conducted 

and over- and added new vigour to the attack. The com- 
comes him. pact order in which this ſmall body preſſed on, 
and the impenetrable front which they preſented 

with their long ſpears, bore down all oppoſition 

before it. They had now reached the gate, and 

were ſtruggling to burſt it open, when a ſoldier 

having ſet fire to the reeds with which the tower 

was covered, compelled Narvaez to ſally out 

In the firſt encounter he was wounded in the eye 

with a ſpear, and falling to the ground, was drag- 

ged down the ſteps, and in a moment clapt in fer 

ters. The cry of victory reſounded among the 

troops of Cortes. Thoſe who had ſallied out wil 

their leader now maintained the conflict feebly 

or began to ſurrender. Among the remainders 

| | | | j 
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his ſoldiers, ſtationed in two ſmaller towers of G0 E 
the temple, terror and confufion prevailed. The V. 
darkneſs was ſo great that they could not diſtin- 
guiſn between their friends and foes. Their ow 13%: 
artillery was pointed againſt them. Wherever 
they turned their eyes, they beheld lights gleam- 
ing through the obſcurity of uight, whieh, though 
proceeding only from a variety of ſhining inſects, 
that abound in moiſt and ſultry climates, their af» 
frighted imigigations reprefented as numerdus 
bands of muſketeers advancing with kindled 
matches to the attack. After a ſhort refiſtance, the 
ſoldiers eompelled their officers to capitulate, and 
before morning all laid down their arms, and ſubs 
mitted quietly to their conquerors. e 

Tuts complete victory proved more acceptable, The efieas 
as it was gained almoſt without bloodſhed, only of this e- 
two ſoldiers being killed on the fide of Cortes, 
and two officers with fifteeu private men of the 
adverſe faction. Cortes treated the vanquiſhed not 


at. like enemies, but as countrymen and friends, and 
nd offered either to ſend them back directly to Cuba, 
iced er to take them into his ſervice, as partners in his 
m- ertune, on equal terms with his own ſoldiers; 
on, his latter propofition, ſeconded by a ſeaſonable 
ted {WWiſtribution of ſome © preſeats from Cortes, and 


ideral promiſes of more, opened proſpetts fo 
greeable to the romantic expectations which had 
nduced them to engage in this ſervice, that all, a 


Wer New partizans of Narvacz excepted, cloſed with it, 
out. nd vied with each other in proféſſions of fidelity 
eye End attachment to a general whoſe recent ſucceſs 
drag: ad given them ſuch a proof of bis abilities for 
n fel: emmand. Thus, by a ſeries of events no leſs for- 
g th: nate than uncommon, Cortes not N eſcaped 
wil om perdition which ſeemed inevitable, but, when, 
eb had leaſt reaſon to expect it, was placed at the 
Jer Md of a thouſand Spaniards, ready to follow 
bo berever be ſhould lead them. Whoever reflects 


G 2 upon 
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BO Kupon the facility with which this victory was ob- 

v. tained, or conſiders with what ſudden and unani- 

nous tranſition: the followers of Narvaez ranged 

1529- themſelves under the ſtandard of his rival, will be 

apt to aſeribe both events as much to the intrigues 

as to the arms of Cortes, and cannot but ſuſpect 

that the ruin of Narvaez was occaſioned, no leſs 

by the treachery of his on followers, than by the 
valour of his enemy. n 
2 But, in one point, the prudent conduct and 
— good fortune of Cortes were equally conſpicuous, 
the Spani- If, by-the rapidity. of his operations after he be. 
gan his mareh, he had not brought matters to ſuch 
à ſpeedy iſſue, even this deciſive victory would 
have come too late to have ſaved his companions 
. whom he. left in Mexico. A few days after the 
Aiſcomfiture of Narvaez, a courier arrived with an 
account that the Mexicans had taken arms, and 

_ having ſeized and deſtroyed the two brigantines 

which he had built in order to ſecure the com. 

mand of the lake, had attacked the Spaniards in 

their quarters, had killed ſeveral of them and 
wounded more, had reduced to aſhes their mags 

zine of proviſions, and carried on hoſtilities wid 

ſuch fury, that, though Alvarado and his men & 

fended themſelves with undaunted reſolution, the 

muſt either be ſoon cut off by famine, or fink ui 

der the multitude of their enemies. This revol 

was excited by motives which rendered it {til 

more alarming.. On the departure of Cortes i 

Zempoalla, the Mexicans: flattered themſelves, tl 

the long expected opportunity of reſtoring thel 
ſovereign to liberty, and of vindicating their cou 

try from the odious dominion of. ſtrangers, was. 

length arrived; that while the forces of their 9 

Preſſors were divided, and the arms of one pil 

Cortes Relat. 242. D. B. Diaz. c.-110.—125. Hen 

Jew. 2. lib. iz. c. 18, & Gomara-Cron. c. 97, &c. 
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turned againſt the other, they might triumph with BOOK 
greater * over both. Conſultations were V. 
held, and ſchemes formed with this intention 
The Spaniards in Mexico, conſcious of their own 1529 


feebleneſs, ſuſpected and dreaded thoſe machina- 
tions. Alvarado, though a pallant officer, poſ- 
ſeſſed neither that extent of eapacity, nor dignity 
of manners, by which Cortes had acquired fach 
an aſcendant over the minds of the Mexicans, as 
never allowed them to form a juſt eſtimate of his 
weakneſs or of their own ſtrength. Alvarado knew 
no mode of ſupporting his authority but foree. In- 
ſtead of employing addreſs to diſconcert the plans 


or to ſooth the ſpirits of the Mexicans, he waited 


the return of one of their ſolemn feſtivals, when 


the principal perſons in the empire were dancing, 


according to cuſtom, in the court of the great 
temple ; be ſeized all the avenues which led to it, 


and, allured partly by the rich ornaments which 


they wore in honour of their gods, and partly by 
the facility of cutting off at once the authors of that 
conſpiracy which be dreaded, he fell upon them, 
unarmed and unſuſpicious of any danger, and maſ- 
ſacred a great number, none eſcaping but ſuch as 


made their way over the battlements of the temple. 


An action ſo cruel and treacherous filled not only 


the city, but the whole empire with. indignation 


and rage. All called aloud for vengeance ; and 


regardleſs of the ſafety of their monarch, ' whoſe 


life was at the merey of the Spaniards, or of their 


own danger in aſſaulting an enemy who had been 
ſo long the object of their terror, they committed 


all thoſe acts of violence of which Cortes received 


an account. | els 
To him the danger appeared ſo'immine« 


admit neither of deliberation nor delay. He ſet 
out inſtantly with all his forces, and returned from 
Zempoalla with no leſs rapidity than he A 

2M TY vanced 


as to He marches 
back to the 
capital, 
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a © wineed thicher. At Flaſcala he was joined 


+ "bg | 
W thouſand choſer; warriars.. Qu entering the Mex- 


» iean territories, he found that diſafſection to the 
1929 Spaniards was not 10 the capital. The 
—= prigcipal inhabitants had deſerted 18 tawns 
N — which he paſſed; no perſon of note ap- 
pearing to meet him L. = uſual reſpect; no 
ilen was made for tha ſubſiſtene of his 
oops; and thaugh he wan permitted to . 5 
2 oppoſition, the: folitude and filence which 
reigncd in every place, and the horror with which 
the prople avoidecdt all intergourſe with him, diſ. 
ys a deep rooted antipathy, that exeited the 
uſt alarm. Nut, wnplacable as the enmity of 
the M-zicans was, they were ſa.unacquainted with 
the ſcience of war, that they knew not how to take 
the proper meaſures, either for their own ſafety, or 
the deſtruttion of the Spaniards. Uninſtructed by 
their formen erros in admitting a formidable — 
my into their capital, inſtead of breaking down 
the-cauſeways and bridges, by which they wight 
2 — Alvarado and his party, aud have ef. 
ally ſtopt the carcex af Cortes, they again ſuf. 


Improper - The tranſporms of joy with which Alvarado and 
3 dis ſoldiers pg of companions cannot be 
e expreſſed. Both parties were fo much elated, the 
one with their Lalbnable deliverance, and the other 
with the great cegploits which they had atchieved, 
that this Itoxication of ſpoceſs ſeems to haye ſo 


this occaſion neither with his uſual ſagacity nor at- 

tention- He not only neglected to vifit Montezu- 

ma, but imbinered % W by expreſſions full 

eontempt for that unfortunate prince and his 

pope Tho frees of which ho had now the com: 
man 


fared TA to march into the oity without moleſta- 
4p e to take quiet N of his ancient 


far reached Cortes himſclf, that he bebaved on 


er eee eee ere ö a. ca. wo ww e „ > ae ca eo oc x. 
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mand appeared to him ſo irreſiſtible, that he might B O O X 
aſſume an higher tone, and lay aſide the maſk of V. 
moderation, under which he had hitherto con- 
cealed his deſigns. Some Mexicans, who under- 1520. 
ſtood the Spaniſh language, heard the contemptu- 

ous words which Cortes uttered, and reporting 
them to their countrymen, kindled their rage anew. 
They were now convinced, that the intentions of 

the general were equally bloody with thoſe of Al- 

varado, and that his original purpoſe in viſiting 

their country, had not been, as he pretended, to 

court the alliance of their ſovereign, but to attempt 

the conqueſt of his dominions. They reſumed The violent 
their arms with the additional fury which this diſ- MM ot 
covery inſpired, attacked a confiderable body of cans. 
Spaniards who were marching towards the great 

ſquare in which the public market was held, and 
compelled them to retire with ſome loſs. Em- 
boldened by this ſucceſs, and delighted to find 

that their oppreſſors were not invincible, they ad- 

vanced next day with extraordinary martial pomp 

to affault the Spaniards in their quarters. Their 

number was formidable, and their undaunted 

courage ſtill more fo, Though the artillery pointed 

againſt their numerous battalions, crouded together 

in narrow ſtreets, ſwept off multitudes at every diſ- 
charge; though eyery blow of the Spaniſh wea- 

pons fell with W effect upon their naked bo- 

dies, the impetuoſity of the aſſault did not abate. 

Freſh men ruſhed forward to occupy the places of 

the ſlain, and meeting with the ſame fate, were 


—_ m 
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ſucceeded by others no leſs 5 and eager on 
vengeance. The utmoſt efforts of Cortes's abilities 
and experience, ſeconded by the diſciplined va- 
lour of his troops, were bardly ſufficient to de- 
fend their fortifications, into which the enemy 
were more than once on the point of forcing their 
way. 2 
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BOOK CoxrTts beheld with wonder the implacable 
"I V. ferocity of a people, who ſeemed at firſt to ſubmit 
—TY tamely to the yoke, and had continued-fo long paſ. 
via24*;. ve under it. The ſoldiers of Narvacz, who fondly 
the Spani- imagined that they followed Cortes to ſhare in the 
ards, ſpoils of a conquered” empire, were aſtoniſhed to 
find that they were involved in a dangerous war, 
with an enemy whoſe vigour was ſtill unbroken, 
and loudly execrated their own weakneſs, in giv- 
ing ſuch eaſy credit to the deluſive promiſes of their 
new leader *. But ſurpriſe and complaints were 
of no avail. Some immediate and extraordinary 
effort was requifite to extricate themſelves out of 
their preſent fityation. As ſoon as the approach 
of evening induced the Mexicans to retire, in com- 
pliance with their national cuſtom of ceaſing from 
hoſtilities with the ſetting ſun, Cortes began to 
prepare for a fally, with ſuch a confiderable force, 
as might either drive the enemy out of the city, or 
compel them to liſten to terms of accommo- 

dation. 1 
Cortes at- HE conducted, in perſon, the troops deſtined 
tacks them for this important ſervice. Every invention known 
als. wein the European art of war, as well as every pre- 
| caution, ſuggeſted by his long acquaintance with 
the Indian mode of fighting, were employed to 
enſure ſueceſs. But he found an enemy prepared 
and determined to oppoſe him. The force of the 
Mexicans was greatly augmented by freſh troops, 
which poured in continually from the country, and 
their animoſity was in no degree abated. They 
were led by their nobles, inflamed by the exhorta- 
tions of their prieſts, and fought in defence of their 
temples and families, under the eye of their gods, 
and in preſence of their wives and children. - Not- 
N | 25 withſtanding 


B. Diag. c. 126. 
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in narrow ſtreets, and where many of the bridges 
of communication were broken down, they could 
ſeldom come to a fair rencounter, and the Spa- 
niards, as they advanced, were expoſed to ſhowers 
of arrows and ſtones from the tops of the houſes. 
After a day of inceſſant exertion, though vaſt num- 
bers of the Mexicans fell, and part of the city was 
burnt, the Spaniards, weary with the ſlaughter, 
and harafſed by multitudes which ſucceſſively re- 
lieved cach other, were obliged at length to retire, 
with the mortification of having accompliſhed no- 
thing ſo decifive as to compenſate the unuſual cala- 
mity of twelve ſoldiers killed, and above fixty 
wounded. Another ſally, made with greater 
force, was not 'more effeQual, and in it the general 
himſelf was wounded in the hand, 


own contempt of the Mexicans, and was ſatis- 
hed that he could neither maintain his preſent 
ſtation in the centre of an hoſtile city, nor re- 
tire from it without the moſt imminent danger. 
One reſource ſtill remained, to try what effect 
the interpoſition of Montezuma might have to 
ſooth or overawe his ſubjets, When the Mex- 
jeans approached next morning to renew the 
aault, that unfortunate prince, at the mercy 
of the Spaniards, and reduced to the ſad ne- 
ceſſity of becoming the. inſtrument of his own 
diſgrace, and of the ſlavery of his people *, ad- 
vanced to the battlements in his royal robes, 
ad with all the pomp in which he uſed to ap- 
| * * n : - | pear 
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withſtanding their numbers, and enthuſiaſtic con- ; GOK 
tempt of danger and death, wherever the Spaniards v. 
could eloſe with them, the ſuperiority of their diſ w— 
cipline and arms obliged them to give way. But 1520. 


CoxTEts now perceived, too late, the fatal Montezuma 
error into which he had been betrayed by his dn. 
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Þ 0 0 k pear en ſolemn occaſions. At fight of their ©, 


vereign, whom they bad long been accuſtomed ty 


> honour, and almoſt to revere as a god, the wes. 


1520. 


ns dropped from their hands, every tongue was 
lent, all bowed their heads, and many proſtrated 
themſelves on the graund. Montezuma addrefled 
them with every argument that could mitigate 
their rage, or perſuade them to ceaſe from hoſti, 
lities. When he ended his diſcourſe, a ſullen 
murmur of diſapprobation run through the crowd; 
to this ſucceeded reproaches and threats; and their 
fury riſing in a moment above every reſtraint of 
decency or reſpect, flights of arrows and volley: 
of ſtones poured in ſo violently upon the ramparts, 
that before the Spaniſh ſoldiers, appointed to cover 
Mantezuma with their bucklers, had time to lik 
them in his defence, two arrows waunded the un. 
happy manarch, and the blow of a ſtone on his 
temple ſtruck him to the ground. On ſeeing hin 
fall, the Mexicans were ſo much aſtoniſhed, that, 


with a tranſition not uncommon in popular tumults, 


they paffed in a moment from one extreme to the 
other, remorſe ſucceeded to inſult, and they fled 
with horror, as if the vengeance of Heaven were 
parinng the crime which they had committed. 
The Spaniards without moleſtation. carried Mon- 
tezuma to his apartments, and Cortes haſtened 


thither to conſole. him under his misfortune. But 


the unhappy manarch now perecived how low he 
was ſunk ; and the haughty ſpirit which ſeemed to 
have been ſo long extinct, returning, he ſcorned 
to ſurvive this laſt humiliation, and to protract an 
ignominious life, not only as the priſoner and tool 
of his enemies, but as the object of contempt or 
deteſtation among his ſuhjects. In a tranſpert of 
rage he tore the bandages from his wounds, and 
refuſed, with ſuch obſtinacy, to take any nou- 
"Wo riſhment, 
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riſhment, that he ſoon ended his wretched days, BOOK 
rejecting with. diſdain all the ſolicitations of the V. 
Spaniards to embrace the Chriſtian faith. — 
ö Uro the death of Montezuma, Cortes, having 3 -{ 
dot all hope of bringing the Mexicans to any ac- u,. 
d commodation, ſaw no proſpect of ſafety but in at- 

's Wl tempting a retreat, and began to prepare for it. 

But a ſudden motion of the Mexicans engaged him 

in new conflicts. They took poſſeſſion of a high 

tower in the great temple, which overlooked the 
Spaniſh quarters, and placing there a garriſon of 

of {Wl their principal warriors, not a Spaniard could ſtir 
without being expoſed to their miſhle weapons. 

From this poſt it was neceſſary to diſlodge them 

at any riſk ; and Juan de Eſcobar, with a nume- 

rous detachment of choſen ſoldiers, was ordered 

to make the attack. -But Eſcobar, though a gal- 

lant officer, and at the head of troops accuſtomed 

to conquer, and Who now fought under the eyes 

of their. countrymen, was thrice repulſed. Cortes, 
ſenſible that not only the reputation but the ſafety 

of his army depended on the ſucceſs of this aſſault, 
ordered a buckler to be tied to his arm, as hecould 

not manage it with his wounded hand, and ruſhed 

with his drawn ſword into the thickeſt of the 
combatants. Encouraged by the preſence of their 
general, the Spaniards returned to the charge with 

luch vigour, that they gradually forced their way 

up the ſteps, and drove the Mexicans to the plat- 

lorm at the top of the tower. There a dreadful 
carnage began, when two young Mexicans of high 

rank, obſerving Cortes as * animated his ſoldiers 

by his voice and example, reſolved to ſacrifice 

their own lives in order to cut off the author of all 


of be calamities which deſolated their country. They 
nd pproached him in a ſupplicant poſture, as if they 
zu- gd intended to lay down their arms, and ſeizing 


him 


2 12 
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BOOKhim in a moment, hurried him towards the bat. 
V. tlements, over which they threw themſelves head. 
long, in hopes of dragging him along to be daſhed 
1520. in pieces by the ſame fall. But Cortes, by his 
ſtrength and agility, broke loſe from their graſp, 
and the gallant youths periſhed in this generous, 
though unfucceſsful attempt to ſave their country. 


As ſoon as the Spaniards became maſters of the MW ar 
tower, they ſet fire to it, and, without farther mo. I 
leſtation, continued the preparations for their M ti 
retreat. eo kr ure 5 br 

The Spa- THn18 became the more neceſſary, as the Mer re 
don tbe city. icans were ſo much aſtoniſhed at the laſt effort of 
the Spaniſh valdur, that they began to change their WM w 

whole ſyſtem of hoſtility, and inſtead of inceſ- m 
ſant attacks, endeavoured, by barricading the WM ta 
{treets, and breaking down the cauſeways, to cut in 
off the communication of the Spaniards with the cc 
continent, and thus to ſtarve an enemy whom they Wl w 
could not ſubdue. - The firſt 3 to be deter. ol 
mined was, whether they ſhould march out open at 

in the face of day, when they could diſcern even w 
danger, and ſee how to regulate their own motions, Wl ſh 
as well as how to reſiſt the aſſaults of the. eneny;M q 
or whether they ſhould endeavour to retire ſecretly cl 


in the night. The latter was preferred, pan in 
from hopes that their national ſuperſtition would U 
_ reſtrain the Mexicans from venturing to attack then o 


in the night, and partly from thei: own fond be at 
lief in the predictions of a private ſoldier, wb m 
having acquired univerſal credit by a ſmattering ol w 
learning, and his pretenſions to aſtrology, bold I 
aſſured them of ſucceſs, if they made their retre at 
in this manner. They began to move toward ut 
midnight, in three divifions. Sandoval led t- rc 
van; Pedro Alvarado, and Velaſquez de Leon, hu v 
the conduct of the rear; and Cortes commande n' 
in the centre, where he placed the priſoners, amo tt 


who 


oy 
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whom were a ſon and two daughters of Monte- BO OR 


zuma, together with ſeveral Mexicans of diſtinc- 
tion, the artillery, the baggage, and a portable 
bridge of timber, intended to be laid over the 
breaches in the cauſeway. They marched in pro- 
found ſilence along the cauſeway which led to Ta- 
cuba, becauſe it was ſhorter than any of the reſt, 
and, lying moſt remote from the road towards 
Tlaſcala and the ſea coaſt, had been left miore en- 
tire by the Mexicans. They reached the firſi 
breach in it without moleſtation, hoping that their 
er Wl retreat was undiſcovered. | 5 

t of Bur the Mexicans, unperceived, had not only 
ir WM watched all their motions with attention, but had 
cel. made proper diſpoſitions for a molt formidable at- 
the i tack. While the Spaniards were intent upon plac- 
cut ing their bridges in the breach, and occupied in 
the conducting their horſes and artillery along it, they 
hey were ſuddenly alarmed with the tremendous found 
ter. (of warlike inſtruments, and a general ſhout from 
only an innumerable multitude of enemies; the lake 
en was covered with canoes ; flights of arrows, and 
nM ſhowers of ſtones poured in upon them from every 
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Artacked by 
the Mexi- 
Cans. 


ny; quarter; the Mexicans ruſhing forward to the 
eig charge with fearleſs impetuoſity, as if they hoped 
ni ia that moment to be avenged for all their wrongs. 
uo Unfortunately the wooden bridge, by the weight 


of the artillery, was wedged ſo faſt into the ſtones 
and mud, that it was impoſſible to remove it. Diſ- 
mayed at this accident, the Spaniards advanced 
with precipitation towards the ſecond breach, 
The Mexicans hemmed them in on every fide, 
and though they defended themſelves with their 
uſual courage, yet crouded as they were on a nar- 
row cauſeway, their diſcipline and military ſkill 
were of little avail, nor did the obſcurity of the 
night permit them to derive great advantage from 
their fire arms, or the ſuperiority of their other 

| . | | Weapons, 
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B O OK Weapons. All Mexico was now in arms; and ſo 
V. eager were the people dn the deſtruction of their 
\—— oppreſlors, that they who were not near enough to 
1520. annoy them 1n perſon, impatient of the delay, 
preſſed forward with ſuch ardour, as drove on 
their countrymen in front with irrefiſtible violence. 
Freſh warriors inſtantly filled the place of ſuch 2s 
fell. The Spaniards, weary with flaughter, and 
unable to ſuſtain the weight of the torrent that 
poured in upon them, began to give way. Ina 
moment the confuſion was univerſal ; horſe and 
foot, officers and ſoldiers, friends and enemies, 
were mingled together ; and while all fought, and 
many fell, they could hardly diſtinguiſh from what 

hand the blow came. 5 

Their diſaſ. Co rEs, with about a hundred foot ſoldiers 
wy and a few horſe, forced his way over the two re- 
maining breaches in the cauſeway, the bodies of 
the dead ſerving to fill up the chaſms, and reached 
the main land. Having formed them as ſoon as 
they arrived, he returned with ſueh as were yet 
capable of ſervice, to aſſiſt his friends in their re- 
treat, and to encourage them, by his preſence and 
example, to perſevere in the efforts requiſite to ef- 
fe it. He met with part of his ſoldiers, who had 
broke through the enemy, but found many more 
overwhelmed by the multitude of their aggreſſors, 
or periſhing in the lake; and heard the piteous la- 
mentations of others, whom the Mexicans, having 
taken alive, were carrying off in triumph to be ſa- 
crificed to the god of war. Before day, all who 
had eſcaped aſſembled at Tacuha. But when the 
morning dawned, and diſcovered to the view of 
Cortes his ſhattered battalion, reduced to leſs than 
half its number, the ſurvivors dejected, and moſt 
of them covered with wounds, the thoughts of 
what they had ſuffered, and the remembrance of 
fo many faithful friends and gallant followers, r 
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ight of ſorrow v, pierced his ſoulBOOK 
with ſuch anguiſh, that while he was forming their V. 


ranks, and ifluing ſome neceſſary orders, his ſol⸗- 


diers obſerved the tears trickling from his eyes, 
and remarked, with much ſatisfaction, that while 
attentive to the duties of a general, he was not in- 
ſenſible to the feelings of a man. | 


* 


1520. 


lu this fatal retreat many officers of diſtinction aps log. 


periſhed f, and among theſe Velaſquez de Leon, 
who having forſaken the p of his kinſman, the 
governor of Cuba, to follow the fortune of his com- 
anions, Was, on that account, as well as for his 
ſuperior merit, reſpected by them as the ſecond 
perſon in the army. All the artillery, ammuni- 
tion, and baggage, were loſt ; the greater part of 
the horſes, and above two thouſand Tlaſcalans, 
were killed, and only a very ſmall portion of the 
treaſure which they bad amaſſed was ſaved. This, 
which had been always their chief objeR, 284 
now a eauſe of their ealamity; for many o 
the ſoldiers, having ſo overloaded themſelves with 
bars of gold as rendered them unfit for action, and 
retarded their tight, fell ignominiouſly, the vic - 
tims of their own inconſiderate avarice. Amidſt 
ſo many diſaſters, it was ſome con ſolation to find 
that Aguilar and Marina, whoſe function as in- 
terpreters was of ſuch eſſential importance, had 
made their eſcape ||. 


on every fide, and the people of Tacuba began to take 
arms, he could not continue in his preſent ſtation. 


* Norke Trifte is the name by which it is ſtill diſtinguiſhed in 
New Spain. f See NOTE XII. Cortes Relat. p. 
248. B. Diaz. c. 128. Gomara Cron. c. 109. Herrera, dec. 
2. ib. X. c. 11, 12. | 


The firſt care of Cortes was to find ſome ſhelter ſor Diticutt re- | 
his wearied troops; foras the Mexicans infeſted them = ebe 


Spaniacds. 
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BOOK He directed his march towards the:rifing-groung, 
V. and having fortunately diſcovered a temple, fits. 
>> ated on an eminence, took poſſeſſion - of it. 
1529 There he found not only the ſhelter for which 
e wiſhed, but, what was no leſs wanted, ſome 
proviſions to refreſh- his men; and though the 
enemy did not intermit their attacks through. 
out the day, they were with little difficulty pre. 
vented from making any impreſfſton.- During this 

time Cortes was engaged in deep conſultation with 

his officers, concerning the route which they 
ought to take in their retreat. They were now on 

the weſt ſide of the lake. Tlaſcala, the only place 
where they could hope for a friendly reception, 

lay about They four miles to the eaſt of Mexico“; 

ſo that they were obliged to go round the north 

end of the lake before they could fall into the road 
which led thither. A Tlaſcalan ſoldier under. 
took to: be their guide, and conducted them 
through a country in ſome places marſhy, in others 
mountainous, in all ill-cultirated and thinly peo- 
pled. They marched for ſix days with little re. 
ſpite, and under continual. alarms, numerous bo- 

| dies of the Mexicans hovering around them, ſome- 
times haraſſing them at a diſtance with their miſlile 
weapons, and fometimes attacking them cloſely in 
front, in rear, in flank, with great boldneſs, 2 
they now knew that they were not invincible. 
Nor were the fatigue and danger of thoſe inceſſant 
conflicts the worlt evils to which they were ex. 
poſed. As the barren country through which they 
paſſed afforded hardly any proviſions, they were 
reduced to feed on berries, roots, and the ſtalks 

of green maize; and at the very time that famine 
Was depreſſing their ſpirits and waſting their 
ſtrength, their ſituation required the . moſt vi- 
gorous and unremitftihg exertions of courage 

and activity. Amidſt thoſe complicated diſtreſſes 
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niards. Their commander ſuſtained this ſad re- 


verſe of fortune with unſhaken magnanimiry. ww 
His preſence of mind never forſook him; his ſa- 12. 
gacity fore ſaw every event, and his vigilance pro- 
vi 


for it. He was foremoſt in every danger, 
and endured every hardſhip with cheerfulneſs. 
The difficulties wich which he was ſurrounded 
ſeemed to call forth new talents; and his ſoldiers 
though deſpairing themſelves, continued to follow 
him with increaſing confidence in his abilities. 


ON the fixth day they reached Otumba, not Battle of 
far from the road between Mexico and Tlaſcala. Otumba. 


Early next morning they began to advance towards 
it, flying parties of the enemy ſtill hanging on their 
rear, and amidft the inſults with which they ac- 
companied their hoſtilities, Marina remarked, 
that they often exclaimed with exultation, Go 
on robbers; go to the place where you ſhall quickly 
meet the vengeance due to your crimes.” The 


meaning of this thrcat the Spaniards did not com- 
prehend, until they reached the ſummit of an emi- 


nence before them. There a ſpacious valley 


opened to their view, covered with a vaſt army, 


extending as far as the eye could reach. The 
Mexicans, while with one body of their troops 
they haraſſed the Spaniards in their retreat, had 
aſſembled their principal force on the other fide 
of the lake, and marching along the road which 
led directly to Tlaſcala, poſted it in the plain of 
Otumba, through which they knew Cortes muſt 
paſs. At the fight of this incredible multitude, 
which they could ſurvey at once from the rifing 
ground, the Spaniards were aſtoniſhed, and even 
the boldeſt began to deſpair. But Cortes, without 
allowing leiſure for their fears to acquire ſtrength 
by reflection, after warning them briefly that no 
alternative now remained but to conquer or to die, 
Ver. II. H 


one circumſtance ſupported and animated the Spa- B © O K 
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led them inſtantly to the charge. The Mexicans 
waited their approach with unuſual fortitude, 
Such, however, was the ſuperiority of the Spaniſh 
diſcipline and arms, that the impreſſion of this 
ſmall body was irreſiſtible; and whichever way 
its force was directed, it penetrated and diſperſed 
the moſt numerous battalions. But while: theſe 

ave way in one quarter, New combatants advanced 

om another, and the Spaniards, though ſucceſs- 
ful in every attack, were ready to fink under thoſe 
repeated efforts, without ſeeing any end to their 
toil, or any hope of _ At that time Cortes 
obſerved the great ſtandard of the empire, which 


was carried before the Mexican general, advanc- 


ing; and fortunately recollecting to have heard, 
that on the fate of it depended the event of every 
battle, he aſſembled a few of his braveſt officers, 


whoſe - horſes were ſtill capable of ſervice, and 


placing himſelf at their head, puſhed forward to- 
wards the ſtandard with an impetuoſity which bore 


down every thing before it. A choſen body of 


nobles, who guarded the ſtandard, made ſome re- 


ſiſtance, but were ſoon broken. Cortes, with a 


ſtroke of, his lance, wounded the Mexican general, 
and threw him to the ground. One of his fol- 
lowers alighting, put an end to his life, and laid 
hold of the imperial ſtandard.  'The moment that 
their leader fell, and the ſtandard, towards which 
all directed their eyes, diſappeared, an univerſal 
panic ſtruck the Mexicans, and, as if the bond 
which held them together had been diſſolved, 
every enſign was lowered, each ſoldier threw away 
his weapons, and fled with precipitation to the 


mountains. The Spaniards, unable to purſue them 


far, returned to collect the ſpoils of the field, 
which were ſo valuable as to be ſome compenſation 
for the wealth which they had loſt in Mexico ; for 
in the enemy's army were moſt of their principal 
warriors, dreſſed out in their richeſt ornaments, 

as 
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as if they had been marching to aſſured victory. BOOK 


Next day, to their great joy they entered the Tlaſ- V. 

calan territories “. | | 
Bur, amidſt their ſatisfaction in having got be- 1520. 

yond the precincts of an hoſtile country, they Les -* 


could not look forward without ſolicitude, as they * the Spa- 


were {till uncertain what reception they might meet jar og 
with from allies, to whom they returned in a con- BY 
dition very different from that in which they had 

lately ſet out from their dominions. Happily for 
them, the enmity' of the Tlaſcalans to the Mexican 

name was ſo inveterate, their defire to avenge the 

death of their countrymen ſo vehement, and the 
aſcendant which Cortes had acquired over the 
chiefs'of the republic ſo complete, that, far from 
entertaining a thought of taking any advantage of 

the diſtreſſed ſituation in which they beheld the 
Spaniards, they received them with a tenderneſs 

and cordiality which quickly diſſipated all their 
ſuſpicions. | | 


SOME interval of tranquillity and indulgence was New delite. 


now abſolutely neceſſary; not only that the Spa- Cen ot. 
niards might give attention to the cure of their 
wounds, which had been too long neglected, but in 
order to recruit their ſtrength, exhauſted by ſuch a 
long ſucceſſion of fatigue and hardſhips. During this, 
Cortes learned that he and his companions were 
not the only Spaniards who had felt the effects of 
the Mexican enmity. A conſiderable detachment, 
which was marching from Zempoalla towards the 
capital, had been cut off by the people of Tepeaca. 
A ſmaller party, returning from Tlaſcala to Vera 
Cruz, with the ſhare of the Mexican gold allotted 
to the garriſon, had . ſurpriſed and deſtroyed 
2 7 4 5 UM 


* Cortes Relat. p. 219. B. Diaz. c. 128, Gomara Cron. 
c. 120. Herrera, dec. 2. If: x. c. 12, 13. 
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BOOK in the mountains. At a juncture when the life 
V. of eyery Spaniard was of importance, ſuch loſſes 
» uVere deeply felt. The ſchemes which Cortes 
1520. was meditating rendered them peculiarly afflic- 
tive to him. While bis enemies, and even many 
of his own followers, confidered the . diſaſters 
which had befallen him as fatal to the progreſs 
of his arms, and imagined that nothing now 
remained but ſpeedily to abandon a country which 
he had invaded with unequal force, his mind, as 
eminent for perſeverance as for enterpriſe, was ti]! 
bent on accompliſhing his original purpoſe, of 
ſubjecting the Mexican empire to the crown of 
Caſtile. Severe and unexpected as the check 
was which he had received, it did not appear to 
him ſufficient reaſon for relinquiſhing the con- 
ueſts which he had already made, or againſt re- 
ſuming his operations with better hopes of ſucceſs. 
The colony at Vera Cruz was not only ſafe, but 
had remained unmoleſted. The people of Zem- 
poalla and the adjacent diſtricts had diſcovered no 
ſymptoms of defection. The Tlaſcalans continued 
aithful to their alliance. On their martial ſpirit, 
eaſily rouſed to arms, and inflamed with implaca- 
ble hatred of the Mexicans, he depended for pow- 
erful aid. He had ſtill the command of a body 
of Spaniards, equal in number to that with which 
he had opened his way into the centre of the em- 
pire, and had taken poſſeſſion of the capital; ſo 
that with the benefit of greater experience, as well 
as more perfect knowledge of the country, he 
did not deſpair of quickly recovering all that he 

had been deprived of by untoward events. 
The ne Full of this idea, he courted the Tlaſcalan 
takes. chiefs with ſuch attention, and diſtributed among 
them ſo liberally the rich ſpoils of Otumba, that 
he was ſecure of obtaining whatever he ſhould 
f xequlfe 
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of ammunition, and two or three field pieces, 


101 1 
require of the republic. He drew a ſtall ſupply B 0.0 K 


from his ſtores at Vera Cruz. He diſpatched r. 
an officer of confidence with four ſhips of Nar- 3520. 


vaez's fleet to Hiſpaniola and Jamaica, to en- 
gage adventurers, and to purchaſe horſes, gun- 
powder, and other military ſtores. As he knew 
that it would be vain to attempt the reduction” 
of Mexico, unleſs he could ſecure the com- 
mand of the lake, he gave orders to prepare in 
the mountains of Tlaſcala materials for building 
twelve brigantines, ſo as they might be a 
thither in pieces ready to be put together, and 
launched when he ſtood in need of their ſer- 
vice“. f | | | fy 
Bur while, with provident attention, he was Nutinous 


taking thoſe neceſſary fteps towards the execution fpirit of his 


1 2 | troops. 
of his meaſures, an obſtacle aroſe in a quarter 


where it was leaſt ſuſpected. but moſt formidable. 
The ſpirit of diſcontent and mutiny broke out in 
his own army. Many of Narvaez's followers were 
planters rather than ſoldiers, and had accompa- 
nied him to New Spain with ſanguine hopes of 
obtaining ſettlements, and little inclination to en- 
gage in the hardſhips and dangers of war. As the 
ſame motives had induced them to enter into their 
new engagements with Cortes, they no ſooner be- 
came acquainted with the nature of the ſervice, 
than they bitterly repented of their choice, Such 
of them as had the good fortune to ſurvive the pe- 
rilous adventures in which their own imprudence 
had involved them, happy in having made their 
eſcape, trembled at the thoughts of being expoſed. 
a ſecond time to fimilar calamities. As foon as 
they diſcovered the intention of Cortes, they began. 
: | \ ſecretly 


„Cortes Relat. p. 253, E. Gomara Cron. c. 117. 
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| Book ſecretly to murmur and cabal, and waxing 
a 7 | © Us audacious, they, in a body, offered 
ww aircmonſtrance to their general againſt the impru- 
1520. dence of attacking a powerful empire with his 
ſhattered forces, and formally required him to 
lead them back directly to Cuba. Though Cortes, 
long praQtiſed in the arts of command, employed 
arguments, entreaties, and preſents, to convince 
or to ſooth them; though his own ſoldiers, ani- 
mated with the ſpirit. of their leader, warmly ſe- 
conded his endeavours ; he found their fears too 
violent and deep-rooted to be removed, and the 
utmoſt he could effect was to prevail with them to 
defer their departure for ſome time, on a promiſe 
that he would, at a more proper juncture, diſmiſs 

ſuch as ſhould defire it. 0 | | 
Means he That the malcontents might have no leiſure to 
<P brood aver the cauſes of their diſaffection, he re- 
confidence. ſolved inſtantly to call forth his troops into action. 
He propoſed to chaſtiſe the people of Tepeaca for 
the outrage which they had committed ; and as 
the detachment which they had cut off happened 
to be compoſed moſtly of ſoldiers who had ſerved 
under Narvaez, their companions, from the defire 
af vengeance, engaged more willingly in this war. 
Auguſt. He took the command in perſon, accompanied 
hy a numerous body of Tlaſcalans, and in the 
ſpace of a few weeks, after various encounters, 
with great ſlaughter of the Tepeacans, reduced 
that province to ſubjection. During ſeveral months 
while he waited for the ſupplies of men and amu- 
nition which he expected, and was carrying on his 
reparations for conſtructing the brigantines, he 
ept his troops conſtantly employed in various ex- 


L 


peditions againſt the adjacent provinces, all of 
which were conducted with an uniform tenour of 
ſucceſs. By theſe, his men became again accul- 
tomed to victory, and reſumed their wonted ſean 
| e he ron he * 
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of ſuperiority; the Mexican power was weak-BOOK 


ened ; the Tlaſcalan warriors acquired the babit 


of acting in conjunction with the Spaniards ; and 


chiefs of the republic delighted to ſee their country 
enriched with the ſpoils of all the people around 
them, and aſtoniſhed every day with treſh diſco- 
veries of the irreſiſtible proweſs of their allies, 
declined no effort requiſite to ſupport them. | 
Alx thoſe preparatory arrangements, however, s 


though the moſt prudent and efficacious which ie 
the fituation of Cortes allowed him to make, mens. 


would have been of. little avail, without a rein- 
forcement of Spaniſh ſoldiers. Of this he was 
deeply ſenfible, that it was the chief object 
of his thoughts and. wiſhes ; and yet his only 
proſpect of obtaining it, from the return of 
the officer whom he had. ſent to the iſles. to 
ſolicit aid, was both diſtant and uncertain. But 
what neither his own ſagacity nor power could 
have procured, he owed to a ſeries of fortunate 
and unforeſeen incidents. The governor of Cuba, 
to whom the ſucceſs of Narvaez appeared an 
event of infallible certainty, having ſent two 
{mall ſhips after him with new inſtructions and 
a ſupply of men and military ſtores, the officer 
whom Cortes had appointed to command on 
the coaſt, artfully decoyed them into the har- 
bour of Vera Cruz, ſeized the veſſels, and eafily 
perſuaded the ſoldiers to follow the ſtandard 
of a more able leader than him whom they were 
deſtined to join . Soon after, three ſhips of 
more confiderable. force came into the harbour ſe- 
parately. Theſe belonged to an armament fitted 
out by Franciſco de Gary, governor of Jamaica, 
who being poſſeſſed with the rage of diſcovery 
and conqueſt which animated every Spaniard ſet- 


tled 


* B, Diaz. c. 131. 


Ids - HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


BO O E tled in America, had long aimed at wtrudins 
v. into ſome diſtrict of New Spain, and dividing 
Wich Contes the glory and gain of annexing that 
©1528 empire to the erown of Caſtile. They unad- 
viſedly made their attempt on the northern pro- 
vinces, where the country was poor, and the peo- 
ple fierce and warlike; and, after a cruel ſuceeſſion 
of diſaſters, famine compelled them to venture into 
Otober 23, Vera Cruz and caſt themſelves upon the mercy of 
their countrymen. Their fidelity was not proof 
againſt the ſplendid hopes and promiſes which had 
ſeduced other adventurers, and, as if the ſpirit 
of reyolt bad been contagious in New Spain, they 
hkewiſe abandoned the. maſter whom they were 
bound to ſerve, and enliſted under Cortes“. 
Nor was it America alone that furniſhed ſuch un- 
expected aid. A fhip arrived from Spain, freighted 
by ſome private merchants with military ſtores, 
in hopes of a profitable market in a country, the 
ſame of whoſe opulence began to fpread over 
Europe. Cortes eagerly purchaſed a cargo which 
to him was invaluable, and the crew, following 
the general example joined him at Tlaſcala f. 
From thoſe various quarters, the army of Cortes 
was augmented with an hundred and eighty men, 
and twenty horſes, a reinforcement too inconſi- 
derable to produce any conſequence which would 
intitle it to have been mentioned in the hiſtory of 
other parts of the globe. But in that of America, 
where great revolutions were brought about by 
cauſes which ſeem to bear.no proportian to their 
effects, ſuch ſmall events rife into importance, be- 
cauſe they were ſufficient to decide with reſpect 
to the fate of kingdoms. Nor is it the leaſt re- 
| markable inſtance of the fingular felicity *conſp1- 
„ cuous in any paſſages of Cortes's ſtory, that the 
ih 7 . two 
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0 perſons chiefly inſtrumental in furniſhing him B O O K 

vic thoſe ſeaſonable ſupplies hould be an avowed V. 

xemy who aimed at his deſtruction, and an en- 

nous rival who wifhed to ſupplant him. 15 20. 
Tus firſt effect of the junction with his new Number of 

lowers was to enable him to diſmiſs ſuch of bis forces 

Narvaez's ſoldiers as remained in reluctance in 

his ſervice: - After their departure, he ſtill muſ- 

ered five hundred and fifty infantry, of which 

ſourſcore were armed with muſkets or croſs-bows, 

forty hor ſemen, and a train of nine field pieces“. 

u the head of theſe, accompanied by ten thou- 

and Tlaſcalans and other friendly Indians, Cortes 

xegan his march towards Mexico, on the twenty- 

ighth of December, fix months after his fatal re- 

reat from that eity f. ; i" | | 
Nox did he advance to attack an enemy unpre- p..,,cations 

ared to receive him. Upon the death of Mon- of the Mex+ 

exuima, the Mexican chiefs, in whom the right par de 

f electing the emperor was veſted, had inſtantly fence. 

aiſed his brother Quetlavaca to the throne, His 

yowed and 1nveterate enmity to the Spaniards, 

yould have been ſufficient to gain their ſuffrages, 

though he had been leſs diſtinguiſhed for cou- 

ye and capacity. He had an immediate oppor- 

mnity of ſhewing that he was worthy of their 

boice, by conducting in perſon, thoſe fierce at- 

ks which compelled the Spaniards to abandon 

Is capital; and as ſoon as their retreat afforded 

im any reſpite from action, he took meaſures for 

eventing their return to Mexico, with prudence 

Val to the ſpirit which he had diſplayed in driv- 

Ig them out of it. As from the vicinity of Tlaſ- 

a he could not be acquainted with the motions 

d intentions of Cortes, he obſerved the ſtorm 


— that 


Cortes Relat. 255, E. + Relat. 256, A. B. Diaz. c. 1 37+ 
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BOOK that was gathering, and began early to provide 
V. againſt it. He repaired what the Spaniards had 
—T> 'uined in the city, and ſtrengthened it with ſuch 
1920: new fortifications as the ſkill of his ſubjects wy 
capable of erecting. Beſide filling his magazine 

with the uſual weapons of war, he gave direction 

to make long ſpears, headed with the ſwords and 
daggers taken from the Spaniards, in order u 

annoy the cavalty. He ſummoned the people in 

every province of the empire to take arms againſ 

their oppreſſors; as an encouragement to exer 
themſelves with vigour, he promiſed them exemp. 

tion from all the taxes which his predeceſſors had 
impoſed *. - But what he laboured with the greateſ 


earneſtneſs was, to deprive the Spaniards of the bea 
advantages which they derived from the friend. lau 
ſhip of the Tlaſcalans, by endeavouring to per. WI his 
ſuade that people to renounce all connection with his 
men who were not only avowed enemies of the Wcaz 
gods whom they worſhipped, but who would mu 
not fail to ſubje& them at laſt to the ſame yoke, Wand 
which they were now inconſiderably lending their or 
aid to impoſe upon others. Theſe repreſentation, chat 
no leſs ſtriking than, well-founded, were urged nen 
ſo forcibly by his. ambaſſadors, that it required nia. 
all the addreſs of Cortes to prevent their making: / 
dangerous impreſſion f. Ion 
Bur while Quetlavaca was arranging his pla Ind 
of defence, with a degree of foreſight uncomum tf 
in an American, his days were cut ſhort by th: ort 
ſmall-pox. This diſtemper which raged at tet 
time in New Spain with fatal malignity, was ur fror 
known in that quarter of the globe, until it vu bis 
introduced by the Europeans, and may be rec 
koned 
, 
* Cortes Relat. p. 253. E, 254, A. B. Diaz. c. 140. E. 


T B. Diaz. c. 129. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. x. c. 14, 19. 
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themby their invaders. In his ſtead the Mexicans 


reputation for abilities and valour, that, in this 
dangerous criſis, his countrymen” with-ofie voice, 
called him to the ſupreme command *. 


8 As ſoon as Cortes entered the enemy's territo- 


way with little difficulty, and took poſſeſſion of ic 
Tezeuco, the ſecond city of the empire, fituated 
on the banks of the lake, about twenty miles from 
Mexico f. Here he determined to eſtabliſh his 
head-quarters, as the moſt proper ſtation for 
launching his brigantines, as well as for making 
his approaches to the capital. In order to render 
his rehdence there more ſecure, he depoſed the 
cazique or chief, who was at the head of that com- 
munity, under pretext of ſome defect in his title, 
and ſubſtituted in his place a perſon whom a fac- 
tion of the nobles pointed out as the right heir of 
that dignity. Attached to him by this benefit, the 
new cazique and his adherents ſerved the Spa- 
niards with inviolable fidelity 1. 


Iowly under the unſkilful hands of ſoldiers and 
In Indians, whom Cortes was obliged to employ in 
ot WM afliſting three or four carpenters who happened 
the fortunately to be in his ſervice, and as he had not 
that vet received the reinforcement which he expected 
uu. rom Hiſpaniola, he was not in a condition to turn 
ws WJ is arms directly againſt the capital. To have 
recs | | attacked 


B. Diaz. c. 130. + Villa Senor Theatro Americano, 
. 156. 1 Cortes Relat. 256, &c. B. Diaz. c. 137. Go- 
* cCron. c. 121. Herrera, dec. 3. c. 1. 
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koned among the greateſt calamities brought upon B OO R 


raiſed to the throne Gautimozin, nephew and ſon ])] 
io-law of Montezuma, a young man of ſuch high 1520. 


ries, he diſcovered various preparations to ob- Cortesad- 
ſtruct his progreſs. But his troops forced their wars Mcx- 


As the conſtruction of the brigantines advanced Mie qqeratl- 


rod 
BOOK attacked a city ſo populous, ſo well prepared for 


V. 


—x> ſtrength, muſt have expoſed his troops to inevi. 
1821. 


of the towns ſituated around the lake; and though 


communication, he had acquired ſuch thorough 


_ dexterity and ſucceſs. Moſt of the cities adjaceit 


dependent ſtates ; and ſome of them having bcen 
but lately annexed to the Mexican empire, ſtil 
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defence, and in a fituation of ſuch peculizr 


table deſtruction. Three months elapſed before 
the materials for conſtructing the brigantines were 
finiſhed, and before he heard any thing with re. 
ſpect to the ſucceſs of his negociation in Hiſpa. 
niola. This, however, was not a ſeaſon of in. 
action to Cortes. He attacked ſuceeſſively ſeveral 


all the Mexican power was exerted to obſtruct his 
operations, he either compelled them to ſubmit 
to.the Spaniſh crown, or reduced them to ruins, 
Other towns he endeavoured to conciliate by more 
gentle means; and though he could not hold any 
intercourle with the inhabitants but by the inter. 
vention of interpreters, yet, under all the diſad- 
vantage of that tedious and imperfect mode of 


knowledge of the ſtate of the country, as well as 
of the diſpoſitions of the people, that he conducted 
his negociations and intrigues with aſtoniſhing 


to Mexico were originally the capitals of ſmall in- 


retained the remembrance of their ancient liberty, 
and bore with impaticnce the rigorous yoke of 
their new maſters, Cortes having early obſerved 
ſymptoms of their diſaffection, availed himſelf of 
this knowledge to gain their confidence and friend- 
ſhip. By offering, with confidence, to deliver 
them from the odious dominion of the Mexicans, 
and by liberal promiſes of more indulgent treat 
ment, if they would unite with him againſt ther 
oppreſſors, he prevailed on the people of ſeveral 
conſiderable diſtricts not only to acknowledge ihe 
king of Caſtile as their ſovereign, but to ſupp 

thi 
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the Spaniſh camp with provifions, and to ſtrengthen B; O OR 
bis army with auxiliary troops. Guatimozin, on V. 
the firſt appearance of defection among his ſubjects, —I— 
exerted himſelf with vigour to prevent or puniſh 1521 
their revolt ; but in ſpight of his efforts the ſpiriz 
continued to ſpread. The Spaniards gradually 
xcquired new allies; and with deep concern he 
beheld Cortes arming againſt his empire thoſe very 
hands which ought to have been active in its de- 
ſence, and ready to advance againſt the capital at 
the head of a numerous body of his own ſub- 
ets *. —- 

WriLlE, by thoſe various methods, Cortes was 
gradually circumſcribing the Mexican power within 
ſuch narrow limits that his proſpe& of overturning 
tſeemed neither to be uncertain nor remote, all 
is ſchemes were well nigb deleated, by a conſpi- 
acy no leſs unexpected than dangerous. The 
oldiers of Narvaez had never united perfectly 
ith the original companions of Cortes, nor did 
hey enter into his meaſures with the ſame cordial 
al. Upon every occaſion that required any ex- 
ordinary effort of courage or of patience, their 
pirits were apt to fink ; and now, on a near view 
{ what they had to encounter, in attempting to 
duce a City ſo inacceſſible as Mexico, and de 
ended by a numerous army, the reſolution even 
{ thoſe among them who had adhered to Cortes, 


* 


8 
ted 
10g 
*Cill 
in- 
Jccll 

{till 
erty, 
e of 


reden he was deferted by their aſſociates, began to 
elf of il. Their fears led them to preſumptuous and 
_ nſoldier-like diſcuſſions concerning the propriety 
liver 


[their general's meaſures, and the improbability 
| their ſucceſs. From theſe they proceeded to 
enſure and invectives, and at laſt began to deli- 
rate how they might provide for their own ſafety, 
oft 


* Cortes Relat. 256—260. B. Diaz. c. 137—140., Go- 
ara Cron. c. 122, 123. Herrera dec. 3. lib. i. c. 1, 2. 
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BOOKof which they deemed their commander to be to. 


TY ſoldier, but bold, intriguing, and ſtrongly attached 
521. to Velaſquez, artfully fomented this growing ſpirit 
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tally negligent. Antonio Villefagna, a private 


of diſaffection. His quarters became the rendes. 
vous of the malcontents, where, after many con- 
ſultations, they could diſcover no method of 
checking Cortes in his career, but by aſſaſſinating 
him and his moſt confiderable officers, and con- 
ferring the command upon ſome perſon who would 
relinquiſh his wild plans, and adopt meaſures more 
conſiſtent with the general = * Deſpair in- 
ſpired them with courage. The hour for perpe. 
trating the crime, the perſons whom they deſtined 
as victims, the officers to ſucceed them in command, 
were all named; and the conſpirators ſigned an 
aſſociation, by which they bound themſelves with 
moſt ſolemn oaths to mutual fidelity. But on the 
evening before the appointed day, one of Cortes 
ancient followers, who had been ſeduced into the 
conſpiracy, touched with compunction at the in 
minent danger of a man whom he had long be 
accuſtomed to revere, or ſtruck with horror at his 
own treachery, went privately to his general, and 
revealed to him all that he knew. Cortes, thougl 
deeply alarmed, diſcerned at once what condul 
was proper in a ſituation ſo critical. He repaire 
inſtantly to Villefagna's quarters, accompanied If 
ſome of his moſt truſty officers. The aſtoniſhmeit 
and confuſion of the man, at this unexpected vi 
anticipated the confeſſion of his guilt. While h 
attendants ſeized him, Cortes ſnatched from l 
boſom a paper containing the aſſociation, ſigue 
by the conſpirators. Impatient to know how i 
the defection extended, he retired to read it, all 
found there names which filled him with ſurpris 
and ſorrow. But aware how dangerous a {tn 
ſcrutiny might prove at ſuch a juncture, be contin 
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bis judicial inquiries to Villefagna alone. As tbe B O OE 
"roofs of his guilt were manifeſt, he was condemned v. 
alter a ſhort trial, and next morning he was ſeen —y— 
banging before the door of the houle in which he 1521. 
had lodged. Cortes called his troops together, 
nd having explained to them the atrocious purpoſe . Wt 
ff the conſpirators, as well as the juſtice of the tho 
uniſhment inflicted on Villefagna, he added, with | 
n appearance of ſatisfaction, that he was intirely 
znorant with reſpect to all the circumſtances of 
his dark tranſaQion, as the traitor, when arreſted, 
ad ſuddenly torn and ſwallowed a paper, which 
robably contained an account of it, and under 
te ſevereſt tortures poſſeſſed ſuch conſtancy as to 
onceal the names of his accomplices. This artful 
eclaration reſtored tranquillity to many a breaſt 
bat was throbbing, while he ſpoke, with conſci- 
uſneſs of guilt and dread of detection; and by 
is prudent moderation, Cortes had the advantage 
f having diſcovered and of being able to obſerve 
ch of his followers as were diſaffected ; while 
dey, flattering themſelves that their paſt crime 
3 unknown, endeavoured to avert any ſuſpicion 
fit, by redoubling their activity and zeal in his 
rvice *. | | 
CoxrEs did not allow them leiſure to ruminate His Gogaiar / | 
L what had happened; and as the moſt effeual fer bud 
ans of preventing the return of a mutinous ſpi- brigantines. 
he determined to call forth his trgops imme- 
ately to action. Fortunately, a proper occaſion 
rthis occurred without his ſeeming to court it. 
received intelligence, that the materials for 
ding the brigantines were at length completely 
hed, and waited only for a body of Spaniards 
conduct them io Tezeuco. The command of 
s convoy, conſiſting of two hundred . ſol- 
ters, 


Cortes Relat. 283. C. B. Diaz. c. 146. Herrera, 


. 3. lib. . 1. 
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B OO K diers, fifteen horſemen, and two field pieces, he 
V. gave to Sandoval, who, by the vigtlance, and ai. 
—x—w vity, and courage, which he manifeſted on every 
1521. occaſion, was growing daily in his confidence, and 
in the eſtimation of his fellow-foldiers. The fer. 

vice was no leſs ſingular than important; the beam 

the planks, the maſts, the cordage, the ſails, the 
iron-work, and all the infinite variety of article 
requiſite for the oonſtruction of thirteen brigantinez 

were to be carried ſixty miles over land, through 
mountainous -country, by people who were unac 
quainted with the in of domeſtic animals 

or the aid of machines to facilitate any work d 
labour. The Tlaſcalans furnifhed- eight thonſan 
Tamens, an inferior order of men deftined for fer 

vile taſks, to carry the materials on their ſhoulde 

and appointed fifteen thouſand warriors to accom 

pany and defend them. Sandoval made the di 
poſition for their progreſs with great propriey 
placing the Tamens in the centre, one body ( 
warriors in the front, another in the rear, wi 
conſiderable parties to cover the flanks. To est 

of theſe he joined ſome Spaniards, not only to 

fiſt them in danger, but to accuſtom them to re; 

larity and ſubordination. A body ſo numer 

and ſo much encumbered, advanced leiſurely, ! 

in excellent order; and in ſome places, where 

was confined by the woods or mountains, the lt 

of march extended above fix miles. Parties 
Mexicans frequently appeared hovering arol 

them on the high grounds ; but percerving no] 

ſpe of ſucceſs in attacking an enemy continu 

on his guard, and prepared to receive them, 

did not venture to moleſt him; and Sandoval! 

the glory of conducting ſafely to Tezeuco a 0 

voy on which all the future operations of his cc 
trymen depended *. . | 4 


. * Cortes Relat. 260. C. E. B. Diaz. c. 140. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


moment. Four ſhips arrived at Vera Cruz from 


Hiſpaniola, with two hundred ſoldiers, eighty "TY 


horſes, two battering cannon, and a conſiderable , 
ſupply of ammunition and arms “. 


for recruiting his own army, or impairing the 
force of the enemy, had now produced their full 
effect, Cortes, impatient to begin the ſiege in form, 
haſtened the launching of the brigantines. To 
facilitate this, he had employed a vaſt number of 
Indians, for two months, in deepening the ſmall 
rivulet which runs by Tezeuco into the lake, and 
in forming it into a canal near two miles in 
length + ; and though the Mexicans, aware of his 
intentions, as well as of the danger which threat- 
ened them, endeavoured frequently to interrupt 
the labourers, or to burn the brigantines, the work 
was at laſt completed 5. On he 


dians, were drawn up on the banks of the canal ; 
and with extraordinary military pomp, heightened 


and rendered more ſolemn by the celebration of 


the moſt ſacred rights of religion, the brigantines 
were launched. As they fell down the canal in 
order, Father Olmedo bleſſed them, and gave each 
its name. Every eye followed them with wonder 
and hope, until they entered the lake, when the 
hoiſted their fails, and bore away before the wind, 
A general ſhout of joy was raiſed ; all admiring 
that bold inventive genius, which by means ſo ex- 
traordinary that their ſucceſs almoſt exceeded be- 
lief, had acquired the command of a fleet, without 
the aid of which Mexico would have continued 
Vor. II. | I | to 


„Cortes Relat. 259, F. 262, D. Gomara Cron. c. 129. 
+ See NOTE XXIII. 5 B. Diaz. c. 140. 
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Tuts was followed by another event of no leſs B O O K 


1521. 


eceives a 
Elevated with new rein- 


obſerving that all his preparatory ſchemes, either 2m" 


28th of April, The brigan- 
all the Spaniſh troops, together with auxiliary In- 4, 
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BOOK to ſet 


et the Spaniſh power and arms at defi- 
ance *, | 


wry L CoxTEes determined to attack the city from 
three different quarters; from Teuzeco on the eaſt 


the fiege. ade of the lake, from Tacuba on the weſt, and 
from Cuyocan towards the ſouth. Thoſe towns 
were ſituated on the principal cauſeways which 
led to the capital, and intended for their defence. 
He appointed Sandoval to command in the firſt, 
Pedro de Alvarado in the ſecond, and Chriſtoya| 
de Olid in the third; allotting to each a numerous 
body of Indian auxiliaries, together with an equa] 
| diviſion of K who, by the junction of the 
troops from Hiſpaniola, amounted now to eighty. 
fix horſemen, and eight hundred and eighteen foot 
ſoldiers; of whom a hundred and eightecn were 
„ armed with muſkets or croſs-bows. Their train of 
artillery conſiſted of three battering cannon, and 
fifteen field-pieces f. He reſerved for himſelf, as 
the ſtation of greateſt importance and danger, 
the conduct of the brigantines, each armed with 
one of his ſmall cannon, and manned with twenty- 

five Spaniards. wo; 

May rw. As Alvarado and Olid proceeded towards the 
poſts aſſigned them, they broke down the aque- 
ducts which the ingenuity of the Mexicans had 
erected for conveying water into the capital, and 
by the diſtreſs to which this reduced the inhabi- 
tants, gave a beginning to the calamities which 
they were deſtined to ſuffer f. Alvarado and Olid 
found the towns, of which they were ordered to 
take poſſeſſion, deſerted by their inhabitants, who 
had fled for ſafety to the capital, where Guatimo- 

| zin 


* Cortes Relat. 266, C. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. 1. c. 5. Go- 
mara Cron. c. 129. + Cortes Relat. 266, C. 1 Corte: 
| Relat. 267, B. B. Diaz. c. 150. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. 1. c. 14 


calm, could ſcarcely advance to meet them. But 


arts rendered their ſuperiority greater on this 
new element than they had hitherto found it by 


lake; and the brigantines not only preſerved a Plan of con- 


communication between the Spaniards in their gege. 
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rin had collected the chief force of his empire, O O K 

as there alone he could hope to make a ſucceſsful V. 

ſtand. againſt the formidable enemies who were ap. "TY 

proaching to aſſault him. * 25 
Tux firſt effort of the Mexicans was to deſtroy Mexicans 

the fleet of brigantines, the fatal effects of whoſe #2 

operations they foreſaw and dreaded. Though 

the brigantines, after all the labour and merit of 

Cortes in forming them, were of inconſiderable 

bulk, rudely conſtructed, and manned chiefly with 

landmen, hardly poſſeſſed of {kill enough to con- 

duct them, they muſt have been objects of terror 

to a people unacquainted with any navigation but 

that of their lake, and poſſeſſed of no veſſel larger 

than a canoe. Neceſſity, however, urged Gua- 

timozin to hazard the attack ; and hoping to ſupply 

by numbers what he wanted in force, he — 

bled ſuch a multitude of canoes as covered the 

face of the lake. They rowed on boldly to the 

charge, while the brigantines, retarded by a dead 


as the enemy drew near, a breeze ſuddenly ſprung 
up; in a moment the ſails were ſpread, and the 
brigantines with irrefiſtible impetuoſity broke 
through their feeble opponents, overſet many ca- 
noes, and diſſipated the whole armament with ſuch _ 
ſlaughter, as convinced the Mexicans, that the 

progreſs of the Europeans in knowledge and 


Repulſed. 


land“. NE 
From that time Cortes remained maſter of the singular 


ducting the 
different ſtations, though at conſiderable diſtance 
I 2 „ „„ L 


Cortes Relat. 267, C. B. Diaz. c. 150. Gomara Cron. 
c. 131. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. 1. c. 17. 
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3.0 o K from each other, but were employed to cover the 
V. cauſeways on each fide, and keep off the canoes, 
chen they attempted to annoy the troops as. they 
1521. advanced towards the city. He formed the bri- 
gantines in three diviſions, allotting one to each 
ation, with orders to ſecond the operations of the 

offieer who commanded there. From all the three 
ſtations he puſhed on the attack againſt the city 

with equal vigour ; but in a manner ſo very dit. 
ferent from that whereby ſieges are conducted in 
regular war, that he himſelf ſeems afraid that it 
would appear no leſs improper than fingular, to 
perſons unacquainted with his ſituation . Each 
morning his troops aſſaulted the barricades which 

the enemy had erected on the cauſeways, forced 
their way over the trenches which they had dug, 

and through the canals where the bridges were 
broken down, and endeavoured to penetrate into 

the heart of the city, in hopes of obtaining ſome 
deciſive advantage, which might force the enemy 

to ſurrender, and terminate the war at once; but 
when the obſtinate valour of the Mexicans ren- 
dered the efforts of the day ineffectual, the Spani- 

ards retired in the evening to their former quarters. 

Thus their toil and danger were, in ſome meaſure, 
continually renewed; the Mexicans repairing in 

the night what the Spaniards had deſtroyed through 

the day, and recovering the poſts from which they 

had driven them. But neceſſity preſcribed this 

flow and untoward mode of operation. The num- 

ber of his troops was ſo ſmall, that Cortes durſt 
not, with a handful of men, attempt to make a 
lodgment in a city where he might be ſurrounded 

and annoyed by ſuch a multitude of enemies. 

The remembrance of what he had already ſuffered 

by the ill-judged confidence with which he had 

| ventured 


* Cortes Relat. 270, F. 
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ventured into ſuch a dangerous ſituation, was ſtill BOOK 
freſh in his mind. The Spaniards, exhauſted with V. 
fatigue, were unable to guard the various poſts "x 
which they daily gained; and though their camp 521. 
was filled with Indian auxiliaries, they durſt not 
devolve this charge upon them, becauſe they were 

ſo little accuſtomed to diſcipline, that no confi- 

denoe could be placed in their vigilance. Beſides 

this, Cortes was extremely ſolieitous to preſerve 

the city as much as poſſible from being deſtroyed, 

both as he deſtined it to be the capital of his con- 

queſts, and wiſhed that it might remain as a mo- 
nument of his glory. From all theſe confiderations, 

he adhered obſtinately, for a month after the ſiege 

was opened, to the ſyſtem which he had adopted. 

The Mexicans, in their own defence, diſplayed 

valour which was hardly inferior to that with which 

the Spaniards attacked them. On land, on water, 

by night and by day, one furious conflict ſuc- 
ceeded to another. Several Spaniards were killed, 

more wounded, and all were ready to fink under 

the toils of unintermitting ſervice, which were 
rendered more intolerable by the injuries of the 


their uſual violence ®, 

ASTONISHED and diſconcerted with the length Endeavours 
ad difficulties of the ſiege, Cortes determined to i make the 
make one great effort to get poſſeſſion of the city form. 
before he relinquiſhed the plan which he had hi- 
therto follewed, and had recourſe to any other 
mode of attack, With this view, he ſent inftruc. 
tions to Alvarado and Sandoval to adyance with 
their diviſions to a general aſſault, and took the 
command in perſon of that poſted on the cauſeway 
of Cuyocan. Animated by his preſence, and the 
expectation of ſome deciſive event, the Spaniards . 
puſhed forward with irreſiſtible impetuoſity. 475 
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BO OK broke through one barricade after another, forced 


V. 


— — 
1521. 


Repulſed. 
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their way over the ditches and canals, and having 
entered the city, gained ground inceflantly, in 
ſpite of the multitude and ferocity of their oppo- 
nents. Cortes, though delighted with the rapidity 
of his progreſs, did not forget that he might ſtill. 
find it neceſſary to retreat; and in order to ſecure 
it, appointed Julian de Alderete, a captain of chief 
note in the troops which he had received from 
Hiſpaniola, to fill up the canals and gaps in the 
cauſeway as the main body advanced. That of- 
ficer deemirg it inglorious to be thus employed, 
while his companions were in the heat of Aon 
and the career of victory, neglected the important 
charge committed to him, and hurried on inconfi- 
derately to mingle with the combatants. The 
Mexicans, whoſe military attention and {kill were 
daily improving, no ſooner obſerved this, than 
on carried an account of it to their monarch. 
UATIMOZIN inſtantly diſcerned the conſe- 
quences of the error which the Spaniards had com- 
mitted, and, with admirable preſence of mind, 
prepared to take advantage of it. He commanded 
the troops N in the front to ſlacken their et- 
forts in order to allure the Spaniards to puſh for- 
ward, while he diſpatched a large body of choſen 
warriors through different ſtreets, ſome by land, 
and others by water, towards the great breach in 
the cauſeway which had been left open. On a 
ſignal which he gave, the prieſts in the great tem- 
ple ſtruck the great drum conſecrated to the god of 
war. No ſooner did the Mexicans hear its doleſul 
ſolemn ſound, calculated to inſpire them with con- 
tempt of death and enthuſiaſtic ardour, than they 
ruſhed upon the enemy with frantic rage. The 
Spaniards, unable to reſiſt men urged on no lels 
by religious fury than hope of ſucceſs, began to 


retire 
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nance ; but as the enemy preſſed on, and their 


own impatience to eſcape increaſed, the terror and To 
confuſion became ſo general, that when they ar- 21 


rived at the gap in the cauſeway, Spaniards and 
Tlaſcalans, horſemen and infantry, plunged in 
romiſcuouſly, while the Mexicans ruſhed upon 
them fiercely from every fide, their light canoes 
carrying them through ſhoals which the brigantines 
could not approach. In vain did Cortes attempt 
to ſtop and rally his flying troops ; fear rendered 
them regardleſs of his intreaties or commands. 
Finding all his cndeavours to renew the combat 


fruitleſs, his next care was to ſave ſome of thoſe. 


who had thrown themſelves into the water; but 
while thus employed with more attention to their 


fituation than to his own, fix Mexican captains tn cog. 
ſuddenly laid hold of him, and were hurrying him d4crable low, 


off in triumph; and though two of his officers 
reſcued him at the expence of their own lives, he 
received ſeveral dangerous wounds before he could 
break looſe. Above fixty Spaniards periſhed in 
the rout ; and what rendered the diſaſter more af- 
flicting, forty of theſe fell alive into the hands of 
an enemy never known to ſhew mercy to a cap- 
tive“. | 4 


Tk approach of night, though it delivered the Thoſe who 
dejected Spaniards from the attacks of the enemy, Ange ts 
uſhered in what was hardly leſs grievious, the noiſe the godof 
of their barbarous triumph, and of the horrid feſti- 


val with which they celebrated their victory. 
Every quarter of the = was illuminated; the great 
temple ſhone with ſuch peculiar ſplendour, that 


the Spaniards could plainly ſee the people in 


motion, and the prieſts buſy in haſtening the pre- 
parations 


Cortes Relat. p. 273. B. Diaz. c. 152. Gomata Cron. 
c. 148. Herrera, dec. 3. hb. 1. c. 20. 


retire at firſt leiſurely, and with a good counte- BOOK 
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B OO E parations for the death of the priſoners. Through þ 
V. the gloom they fancied that they diſcerned their and 
| Ty. companions, by the whiteneſs, of their ſkins, as al 
1521. they were ſtript naked and compelled to dance The 
before the image of the god to whom they were to clar 

be offered. They heard the ſhrieks of thoſe who ral, 

were ſacrificed, and thought that they could dif. arm 
tinguiſh each unhappy victim, by the well-known ere 

ſound of his voice. Imagination added to what had 

they really ſaw or heard, and augmented its hor. ſam 

ror. The moſt unfeeling melted into tears of com- reſf 

paſſion, and the ſtouteſt heart tre mbled at the fait] 
dreadful ſpectacle which they beheld “. dev 

New Cors, who, beſides all that he felt in com- of t 
mes t. mon with his ſoldiers, was oppreſſed with the ad- r00 


Mexicans, ditional load of anxious reflections natural to a 
general on ſuch an unexpected calamity, could 
not, like them, relieve his mind by giving veut to 
its anguiſh. He was obliged to aſſume an air of 
tranquillity, in order to revive the ſpirits and hopes 
of his followers. The juncture, indeed, required 
an extraordinary exertion of fortitude, . The Mexi- 
cans, elated with their victory, fallied out next 
morning to attack him in his quarters. But they 
did not rely on the efforts of their own arms alone. 
They ſent the heads of the Spaniards whom they 
had ſacrificed to the leading men in the adja- 
cent provinces,, and aſſured them that the god 
of war, appeaſed by the blood of their invaders, 
which had been ſhed ſo plentifully on his altars, 
had declared with an audible voice, that in eight 
days time thoſe hated enemies ſhould be finally 
deſtroyed, and.peace and proſperity re-eſtabliſhed 
in the empire. | 


A PREDICTION 


# See NOTE XXIV, 
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A PREDICTION uttered with ſuch confidence, BO O k 
and in terms ſo void of ambiguity, gained univer- V. 

al credit among a people prone to ſuperſtition, vw 
The zeal of the provinces which had already de- 21. 
clared againſt the Spaniards augmented, and ſeve- Cortes de. 
ral, which had hitherto remained inactive, took ferted by | 
arms with enthufiaſtic ardour to execute the de- — peel 94 
crees of the gods. The Indian auxiliaries who 4 
had joined Cortes, accuſtomed to venerate the wy 
{ame deities with the Mexicans, and to receive the 
reſponſes of their prieſts with the ſame implicit 
faith, abandoned the Spaniards as a race of men 
devoted to certain deſtruction. Even the fideli 
of the Tlaſcalans was ſhaken, and the Spaniſh 
troops were left almoſt alone in their ſtations, 
Cortes finding that he attempted in vain to diſpel 
the ſuperſtitious fears of his confederates by argu- 
ment, took advantage from the imprudence of 
thoſe who had framed the prophecy,' in fixing its 
accompliſhment ſo near at hand, to give them a 
ſtriking demonſtration of its falfity. He ſuſpended 
all military operations during the period marked 
out by the oracle. Under cover of the brigantines 
yhich kept the enemy at a diſtance, his troops lay y 
in ſafety, and the fatal term expired without any 
liſaſter *. | | 

Hrs allies, aſhamed of their own credulity, re- He regains 
urned to their ſtation. Other tribes, judging men find 
that the gods, who had now deceived the Mexi- © 

ans, had decreed finally to withdraw their pro- 

ection from them, joined his ſtandard ; and fuch 

Fs the levity of a ſimple people, moved by every 

üght impreſſion; that, in a ſhort time after ſuch 

general defection of his confederates, Cortes ſaw 

imſelf, if we may believe his own account, at 

de head of an hundred and fifty thouſand In- 


dians, 


B. Diaz. 6. 153. Gomara Cron. c. 1 38; 


/ 
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BOOK dians. Even with ſuch a numerous army, be 
V. found it neceſſary to adopt a new and more wary 
ſyſtem of operation. Inſtead of renewing his 2. 
| 1 tempts to become maſter of the city at once, by 
— ſuch bold but dangerous efforts of valour as be 
of attack. had already tried, he made his advances gradually, 
and with every poſſible precaution againſt expo. 
ſing his men to any calamity ſimilar to that which 
they ſtill bewailed. As the Spaniards puſhed for. 
ward the Indians regularly repaired the cauſeways 
behind them. As ſoon as they got poſſeſſion of 
any part of the town, the houſes were inſtantly 
levelled with the ground. Day by day, the Mex. 
icans, forced to retire as their enemies gained 
ground, were hemmed in within more narroy 
limits. Guatimozin, though unable to ſtop the 
career of the enemy, continued to defend his ca. 
pital with obſtinate reſolution, and diſputed every 
inch of ground. But the Spaniards having not 
only varied their mode of attack, but, by orden 
of Cortes, having changed the weapons with which 
they fought, were again armed with the long 
Chinantlan ſpears, which they had employed with 
ſuch ſucceſs againſt Narvaez, and, by the firm array 
in which this enabled them to range themſelves 
they repelled, with little danger, the looſe aſſaul 
of the Mexicans: incredible numbers of them fell 
in the conflicts which they renewed every day“ 
While war waſted without, famine began to con- 
ſume them within the city. The Spaniſh brigan- 
tines having the entire command of the lake, re 
dered it impoſſible to receive any ſupply of prov 
ſions by water. The vaſt number of his Indian 
auxiliaries enabled Cortes to ſhut up the avenues 
to the city by land. The ſtores which Guatimozin 
had laid up were exhauſted by the multitudes r. 
2 croude 


| - Cortes Relat. 275, C. 276. F. D. Diaz. e. 153+ 
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duded into the capital, to defend their ſovereign ; O Ok 
nd the temples of their gods. Not only the peo- V. 
le, but perſons of the higheſt rank, felt the ut 
poſt diſtrefles of want. What they ſuffered 1521. 
rought on in fectious and mortal diſtempers, tge 
it calamity that viſits beſieged cities, and which 
led up the meaſure. of their woes“. 
Bur, under the preſſure of ſo many and ſuch Courage and 
arious evils, the ſpirit of Guatimozin remained Sanne of 
m and unfubdued, He rejected with ſcorn, every n. 
werture of peace from Cortes, and diſdaining the 
dea of ſubmitting to the oppreſſors of his country, 
determined not to ſurvive its ruin, The Spaniards 
ontinued their progreſs. At length all the three 
Jivihons penetrated into the great ſquare in the July 27. 
entre of the city, and made a ſecure lodgment 
here. Three-fourths of the city were now re- 
duced, and laid in ruins. The remaining quarter 
as ſo cloſely preſſed, that it could not long with- 
ſtand affailants who attacked it from their new 
ſtation with ſuperior advantage, and more aſſured 
expectation of ſucceſs. The Mexican nobles, ſo- 
licitous to ſave the life of a monarch whom they 
revered, prevailed on Guatimozin to retire from 
a place where reſiſtance was now vain, that he 
might rouſe the more diſtant provinces of the em- 
pire to arms, and maintain there a more ſucceſsful 
liraggle with the public enemy. In order to faci- 
liate the execution of this meaſure, they endca- 
youred to amuſe Cortes with overturcs of ſubmiſ- 
hon, that, while his attention was employed in ad- 
Juſting the articles of pacification, Guatimozin 
might eſcape unperceived. But they made this at- 
tempt upon a leader of greater ſagacity and dif. 
cernment than to be deceived by their arts. Cortes 
luſpeRing their intention, and aware of what mo- 

| ment 


Cortes Relat. 296, E. 277, F. B. Diaz. 155. Gomara 
e a 
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B O O k ment it was to defeat it, appointed Sandoval, thy 
V. officer on whole vigilance he could moſt perfedly 
wHRa/ rely, to take the command of the brigantines, with 
1521. ſtrict injunRtions to watch every motion of the ene. 
my. Sandoval, attentive to the charge, obſerving 

ſome large canoes crouded with people rowing 

acroſs the lake with extraordinary rapidity, in. 

ſtantly gave the ſignal to chace, Garcia Holguin, 

who commanded the fleeteſt brigantine, ſoon over. 

took them, and was preparing to fire on the fore. 

moſt canoe, which ſeemed to carry ſome perſon 

whom all the reſt followed and obeyed. At once 

the rowers ee their oars, and all on board 
throwing down their arms, conjured him with cries 


and tears to forbear, as the emperor was there, 
Holguin eagerly ſeized his prize, and Guatimozin, 
with a dignified compoſure, gave himſelf up into 
his hands, requeſting only that no ipſult might be 
offered to the empreſs or his children. When con- 


ducted to Cortes, he appeared neither with the 
ſullen fierceneſs of a barbarian, nor with the de- 
jection of a ſupplicant. I have done,” ſaid he, 
addreſſing himſelf to the Spaniſh general, © wha 
became a monarch. I have defended my. people 
to the laſt extremity. Nothing now remains but 
to die, Take this dagger,” laying his hand on 
one which Cortes wore, © plant it in my brealt 
and put an end to a life which can no longer be ot 
1 | | | 

As ſoon as the fate of their ſovereign was known, 
the reſiſtance of the Mexicans ceaſed ; and Cortes 
took poſſeſſion of that ſmall part of the capital 
which yet remained undeſtroyed. Thus terml- 
nated the fiege of Mexico, the moſt memorabk 
event in the conqueſt of America, It continued 

3 ſeventy-hve 


* Cortes Relat. 279; B. Diaz. c. 156, Gomara Cron. c. 
142. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 7. 


enty⸗· five days, hardly one of which paſſed with-B O OK 
at ſome extraordinary effort of one party in the V. 
ack, or of the other in the defence of a city, on 
«fate of which both knew that the fortune of the 3521. 
ppire depended. As the ſtruggle here was more 
vitioate, it was likewiſe more equal, than any 
tween the inhabitants of the Old and New 
'orlds. The great abilities of Guatimozin, the 
mber of his troops, the peculiar ſituation of his 
vital, ſo far counterbalanced the ſuperiority of 
e Spaniards in arms and diſcipline, that they 
ſt have relinquiſhed the enterpriſe, if they had 
d for ſucceſs to themſelves alone. But Mex- 
was overturned by the jealouſy of neighbours 
o dreaded its power, and by the revolt of ſub- 
$ impatient to ſhake off its yoke. By their ef- 
ual aid, Cortes was enabled to accompliſh what, 
thout ſuch ſupport he. could hardly have ven- 
red to attempt. How much ſoever this account 
the reduction of Mexico may detract, on the one 
nd, from the marvellous relations of ſome Spa- 
u writers, by aſcribing that to imple and obvi- 
cauſes which they attribute to the romantic va- 
Ir of their countrymen, it adds, on the other, 
the merit and. abilities of Cortes, who, under 
ry diſadvantage, acquired ſuch an aſcendant 
r unknown nations, as to render them inſtru- 


is towards carrying his ſcheme into execu- 

*. | 

this arduous enterprize, was at firſt exceſſive. * 
tthis was quickly damped by the cruel diſap- 1 
ument of thoſe ſanguine hopes, which had dad.. 
mated them amidſt ſo many hardſhips and dan- 

8. Inſtead of the inexhauſtible wealth which 
expected from becoming maſters of Monte- 


Zuma's 


*Wee NOTE XXV. 
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ux exultation of the Spaniards, on accompliſh- Smallnef: ot 
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' BOO K zuma's treaſures, and the ornaments of ſo mar 
V. temples, their rapaciouſneſs could collect only x 
— inconfiderable booty amidſt ruins and defolation i 
1521. Guatimozin, aware of his impending fate, hay 
ordered what remained of the riches amaſled hy 

his anceſtors to be thrown into the lake. The l 

dian auxiliaries, while the Spaniards were engage 


in conflict with the enemy, had carried off the mol * 
valuable part of the fooil. The ſum to be divide d 

among the conquerors was ſo ſmall, that many ¶ bis 

them diſdained to accept of the pittance which feen 

to their ſhare, and all murmured and exclaimed 1 

ſome againſt Cortes and his confidents, whom tbeſ ore 
ſuſpected of having ſecretly appropriated to tbei inc 

own uſe, a large portion of the riches which ſhoui ue. 

have been brought into the common ſtock ; othen ing 

againſt Guatimozin, whom they accufed of obſii In d 

nacy, in refuſing to diſcover the place where Wiki 
nad hidden his treaſure. | | may 
Guatimozin ARGUMENTS, entreaties, and promiſes, were en ſage 
torrured: ployed in order to ſooth them, but with ſo iat 
effect, that Cortes, from ſolicitude to check i ion 
growing ſpirit of diſcontent, gave way to a dee rad 
which ſtained the glory of all his great actio unt 
Without regarding the former dignity of Gu H. 


mozin, or feeling any reverence for thoſe vim 
which he had diſplayed, he ſubjected the unhap 
monarch, together with his chief favourite to to 
ture, in order to force from them a diſcovery oft 
royal treaſures, which it was ſuppoſed they | 
concealed. Guatimozin bore whatever the rent 
cruelty of his tormentors could inflict, with the i 
vincible fortitude of an American warrior. His k 


low-ſufferer, overcome by the violenceofthe angul 
— 


The gold and ſilver, 2 to Cortes, amounted on! 
120,000 peſos, Relat, 280, A. a ſum far inferior to that W 
the Spaniards had formerly divided in Mexico. 


Py 
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urned a dejected eye towards his maſter, which ; go oKk 
emed to implore his permiſſion to reveal all that v. 

he knew. But the high-ſpirited prince, darting on 
him a look of authority mingled with ſcorn, 1521. 
checked his weakneſs by aſking, © Am I now re- 

;oing on a bed of flowers?” Overawed by the 
zproach, he perſevered in his dutiful ſilence 

aud expired. Cortes, aſhamed of a ſcene ſo hor- 

rid, "eſtned the royal victim from the hands of 

his torturers, and prolonged a hfe reſerved for 

new indignities and ſufferings“. 

The fate of the capital, as both parties had Al the pro- 


ſoreſeen, decided that of the empire. The pro- — 


rinces ſubmitted one after another to the con- mit. 
nerors. Small detachments of Spaniards march- 

ng through them without interruption, penetrated, 

in different quarters, to the great Southern Ocean, 

which, according to the ideas of Columbus, they 

imagined would open a ſhort as well as eaſy paſ- 

age to the Eaſt Indies, and ſecure to the crown of 

Caſtile all the envied wealth of thoſe fertile re- 

gions f; and the active mind of Cortes began al- Cortes forms 


4 ſchemes of 
dee ready to form ſchemes for attempting this impor- new aicco- 
don ant diſcovery ]. ye 


va Hz did not know, that during the progreſs of Sich are 
ibis victorious arms in Mexico, the very ſcheme of 2 
ae dich he began to form ſome idea, had been un- 
0 wi ertaken and accompliſhed. As this is one of the 

of rost ſplendid events in the hiſtory of the Spaniſh 
liſeoveries, and has been productive of effects pe- 
culiarly intereſting to thoſe extenſive provinces 

he Mrbich Cortes had now ſubjected to the crown of 

atile, the account of its riſe and progreſs merits 


WE particular detail. 
turnt | FERDINAND 
Joch * B. Diaz. c. 157. Gomara Cron. c. 146. Herrera, dec. 


it i ib. ii. c. 83. Torquem. Mon. Ind. i. 574. + Cortes Re- 
at. 280, D, &. B. Diaz. c. 157. f Herrera, dec. 3. lib. 
e. 17. Gomara Cron. c. 149. 
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BOOK Furxpinany MAOATHAENS, or Magellan, | 
V. Portugueſe gentleman of honourable birth, having 
rw ſerved ſeveral years in the Eaſt Indies, with diſtin. 
1521. guiſhed valour, under the famous Albuquerque 
demanded the recompence which he thought due 

to his ſervices, with the boldneſs natural to a high. 
ſpirited foldier. But, for ſome reaſon which is 

not explained, both his general and his ſovereigy 
rejected his fuit with a diſdainful coldneſs, tha 

was intolerable to a man conſcious of what he had 
done, and of what he deſerved. In a tranſport of 

- reſentment, he formally renounced his allegiance 
t517. to an ungrateful maſter, 4nd fled to the court of 
Caſtile, in 7 5 that there his worth would be 
more juſtly eſtimated. He endeavoured to recom- 
mend himſelf by propoſing to execute a ſcheme, 

the accompliſhment of which, he knew, would 
wound the monarch, againſt whom he was er 
aſperated, in the moſt tender part. He revived 
Columbus's original and favourite project, of di 
covering a paſlage to India by a weſterly courſe 

and without encroaching on that portion of tk 
globe which was allotted to the Portugueſe by thy 

line of demarcation. He founded his hopes « 
ſucceſs on the ideas of that great navigator, con 
firmed by many obſervations, the reſult of bi 

own naval experience, as well as that of his coun 
trymen, in their intercourſe with the Eaſt. Th 
undertaking, he acknowledged, was both a 
duous and expenſive, as it could not be attempiy 

but with a fquadron of conſiderable force, at 


= « aa em n 


victualled for at leaſt two years. Fortunately, «+: 
applied to a miniſter who was not apt to be det | 
red, either by the boldneſs of a defign, or thee 110 
pence of carrying it into execution. Carduſſſ i; 
Ximenes, who at that time directed the affairs f 
Spain, diſcerning at once what an incrcalc( 

wealth and glory would accrue to his country g 


| 


the ſucceſs of Magellan's propoſal, liſtened to 
| 2 
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arrival in his Spaniſh dominions, entered into the 


ſued for 

charge, of which the commang was given. to Ma- 
gellan, whom the king honoured with the habit of 
St. Jago and the title of Captain General *. 


dred and nineteen, Magellan failed from Seville 
with five ſhips, which, according to the ideas of 
the age, were deemed to be of confiderable force, 
though the burden of the largeſt did not exceed 
one hundred and twenty tons. The crews of the 
whole amounted to two hundred and thirty-four 
men, among whom were ſome of the moſt ſkilful 
pilots in Spain, and ſeveral Portugueſe ſailors, in 
whoſe experience, as more extenſive, Magellan 
placed ſtill greater confidence. After touching at 
the Canaries, he ſtood directly ſouth towards the 
equinoMal line along the coaſt of America, but 
was ſo long retarded by tedious calms, and ſpent 
ſo much time in ſearching every bay and inlet for 
that communication with the Southern Ocean 


the river de la Plata till the twelfth of January. 
That ſpacious opening, through which its vaſt 


enter; but, after ſailing up it for ſome days, he 
concluded, from the ſhallowneſs of the ſtream and 
the freſhneſs of the water, that the wiſhed-for ſtrait 
was not fituated there, and continued his courſe 
towards the ſouth. On the thirty-firſt of March he 
arrived in the port of St. Julian, about forty-eight 
degrees ſouth of the line, where he refolved to 
winter, In this uncomfortable ſtation he loſt one of 
his ſquadron, and the Spaniards ſuffered ſo much 

Vor. II. K from 

Herrera, dec. 2. lib. ii. c. 19. lib. iv. c. 9. Gomara Hiſt. 


6. 91, 


which he wiſhed to diſcover, that he did not reach 


| of water pours into the Atlantic, allured him to 
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with a moſt favourable ear. Charles V. on his BOO k 


V. 


meaſure with no leſs ardour, and orders were iſ - 
uipping a proper ſquadron at the public 1521. 


- 


ON the tenth of Auguſt one thouſand five hun- His voyage. 
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exemplary n on the ringleaders. With 


vey, the moſt dreadful of all the maladies with 
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from the. exceſſive rigour of the climate, that the 
crews of three of his ſhips, headed by their officers, 
roſe in open mutiny, and inſiſted on relinquiſhing 
the viſionary project of a deſperate adventurer, and 
returning directly to Spain. This dangerous in. 
ſurrection Magellan ſuppreſſed, by an effort of 
courage no leſs prompt than intrepid, and inflicted 


the remainder of his followers, overawed but not 
reconciled to his ſcheme, he continued his VOyage 
towards the ſouth, and at length diſcovered, near 
the fifty-third degree of latitude, the. mouth of a 
ſtrait, into which he entered, notwithſtanding the 
murmuts and remonſtrances of the people under 
his command. After failing twenty days in that 
winding dangerous channel, to which he gave his 
own name, and where one of his ſhips deſerted 
him, the great Southern Ocean opened to his view, 
and with tears of joy he returned thanks to Heaven 
for having thus far crowned his endeavours with 
ſucceſs *. 5 LEE 
Bu he was ſtill at a greater diſtance than he 
imagined from the object of his wiſhes. He ſailed 
during three months and twenty days in an uniform 
direction towards the north-weſt, without diſco- 
vering land. In this voyage, the longeſt that had 
ever been made in the unbounded ocean, he fuf- 
fered incredible diſtreſs. His ſtock of proviſions 
was almoſt exhauſted, the water became putrid, 
the men were reduced to the ſhorteſt allowance with 
which it was impoſſible to ſuſtain life, and the ſcur- 


which ſea-faring people are afflicted, began to 
ſpread among the crew. One circumſtance alone 
afforded them ſome conſolation ; they enjoyed an 


uninterrupted 


* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. iv. c. 10. lib. ix. c. Io, &c. Gomara 
Hiſt. c. 92. Pigafetta Viaggio ap. Ramuſ. ii. p. 352, &c. 
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vninterrupted courſe of fair weather, with ſuch fa- BOOK 
yourable winds, - that Magellan beſtowed on that v. 
ocean the name of Pacific, which it ſtill retains. www 
When reduced to ſuch extremity that they muſt 1521. 
have ſunk under their ſufferings, . they fell in with 
zcluſter of ſmall but fertile iſlands, which afforded 
them refreſhments in ſuch abundance, that their March 6. 
health was ſoon re-eſtabliſhed. From theſe iſles, 
to which he gave the name of De los Ladrones, he 
proceeded on his voyage, and ſoon made a more 
important diſcovery. of the iſlands now known by 
the name of the Philippines. In one of theſe he 
got into an unfortunate quarrel with the natives, 
who attacked him with a numerous body of troops 
well armed ; and while he fought at the head of 
| his men with his uſual valour, he fell by the hands 
of thoſe. barbarians, together with ſeveral of his april 26. 

7 principal officers. | I | 

Tux expedition was proſecuted under other com- 
manders. After viſiting many of the ſmaller iſles 
ſcattered in the eaſtern part of the Indian ocean 
they touched at the great iſland of Borneo, and at Nov. s: 
length landed in Tidore, one of the Moluccas, to 
the aſtoniſhment of the Portugueſe, who could not 
comprehend how the Spaniards, by holding a weſt- 
erly courſe had arrived at that ſequeſtered ſeat of 
their moſt valuable commerce, which they them-. 
klves had diſcovered by failing in an oppoſite di- 
rection. .,There, and in the adjacent iſles, they 
bund a people | acquainted with the benefits of 
extenſive trade, and willing to open an intercourſe 
With a new nation. They took in a cargo of the 
precious ſpices, which are the diſtinguiſhed pro- 
duction of thoſe iſlands, and with that, as well as 
with ſpecimens of the rich commodities yielded 
by the other countries which they had viſited, the 
[iFory, which, of the two ſhips that remained of 
the ſquadron, was moſt fit for a long voyage, ſet !“. 55% 
all for Europe, under the command of Juan 


K 2 | Sebaſtian 
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BO O E Sebaſtian del Cano. He followed the courſe of the 
V. Portugueſe by the Cape of Good Hope, and, after 
many diſaſters and ſufferings, he arrived at St. 
32 Lucar on the ſeventh of September one thouſand 
five hundred and twenty-two, having failed round 
the globe in the ſpace of three years and twenty. 
eight days *. j | 
Tuoven an untimely fate deprived Magellan 
of the ſatisfaction of accompliſhing this great un- 
dertaking, his contemporaries, Juſt to his memory 
and talents, aſcribed to him not only the glory of 
having formed the plan, but of having ſurmounted 
almoſt-every obſtacle to the completion of it ; and 
in the preſent age his name is ſtill ranked among 
the higheſt in the roll of eminent and ſucceſsful 
Navigators. The navalglory of Spain now eclipſed 
that of every other nation, and by a ſingular felicity 
ſhe had the merit, in the courſe of a few years, of 
difcovering a new continent as molt as large as that 
part of the earth which was formerly known, and 
of aſcertaining by experience the form and extent 

of the whole terraqueous globe. 
THz Spamards were not fatisfied with the glory 
of having firſt encompaſſed the earth; they er. 
ed to derive great commercial advantages from 
this new and boldeſt effort of their maritime {kill 
The men of ſcience among them contended, that 
the ſpice of iſlands, and ſeveral of the richeſt coun- 
tries in the Eaſt, were fo ſituated as to belong of * 
right to the crown of Caſtile, in conſequence of the 


partition made by Alexander VI. The merchants, K 
without attending to this diſcuſſion, engaged eagerly * 


4 | ; in that lucrative and alluring commerce, which 
4 was now opened to them. The Portuguele, 
h | al 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. i. c. 3. 9. lib. iv. c. 1. Gomam 
Cron. CG 93 &c. Pigafecta AP. ul. ii. P · 361, &c. 
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alarmed at the intruſion of ſuch formidable ri-go OR 
als, remonſtrated and negociated in Europe, while v. 

in Aſia they obſtructed the trade of the Spa- wy ww 
niards by force of arms. Charles, not ſuffl. 1521. 


ciently inſtructed with reſpect to the importance 
of this valuable branch of commerce, or diſtracted 
by the multiplicity of his ſchemes and opera- 
tions, did not afford his ſubjects proper protec- 
tion, At laſt, the low ſtate of his finances, ex- 
hauſted by the efforts of his arms in every part 
of Europe, together with the dread of adding a 
new war with Portugal to thoſe in which he was 


already engaged, induced him to make over his 


claim of - the Moluccas to the Portugueſe for 
three hundred and fifty thouſand ducats. He 
reſerved, however, to the crown of Caſtile the 
right of reviving its pretenſions on repayment of 


that ſum; but other objects engroſſed his at- 


tention and that of his ſucceſſors, and Spain was 
finally excluded from a branch of commerce in 
which it was engaging with ſanguine expeRations 
of profit “. * 
Tnovon the trade with the Moluccas was re- 
linquiſned, the voyage of Magellan was followed 
by commercial effects of great moment in Spain, 
Philip II. in the year one thouſand five hundred 


Jand fixty- four, reduced thoſe iſlands which he diſ- 


corered in the Eaſtern Ocean to ſubjeRion, and 
eſtabliſhed ſettlements there ; between which and 
the kingdom of New Spain a regular intercourſe, 
the matter of which ſhall be explained in its proper 
place, is carried on, I return now to the tranſac - 
tons in New Spain. | 


Way for future conqueſts, it was his fingular fate 
Not 


Herrera, dec. 3. lib. vii. c. 5, &c. dec. iv. lib. v. 7. &c. 


Ar the time that Cortes was acquiring ſuch vaſt An order to 


1 d . e ſ ede 
erritories for his native country, and preparing the — 


% 


134 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

B O O k not only to be deſtitute of any commiſſion or autho. 

- ity from the ſovereign whom he was ſerving with 

1521, "ſuch ſucceſsful zeal, but to be regarded as an un. 

dautiful and ſeditious ſubject. By the influence of 

Fonſeca, biſhop of Burgos, his conduct in aſſum. 

ing the government of New Spain was declared to 

be an Irregular uſurpation, in contempt of the royal 

authority; and Chriſtoval de Tapia received a com- 

miſhon, impowering him to ſuperſede Cortes, to 

ſeize his perſon, to confiſcate his effects, to make 2 

tri ſcrutiny into his proceedings, and to tranſmit 

the reſult of his inquiries to the council of the In. 

dies, of which the biſhop of Burgos was preſident. 

A few weeks after the reduction of Mexico, Tapia 

landed at Vera Cruz with the royal mandate to 

ſtrip its conqueror of his power, and to treat him 

as a criminal. But Fonſeca had chofen a very im- 

proper inſtrument to'wreak his vengeance on Cor- 

tes. Tapia had neither the reputation nor the u- 

which be lents that ſuited the high command to which he 

nde. was appointed. Cortes, while he publicly ex. 

preſſed the moſt reſpectful veneration for the empe. 

ror's authority, ſecretly took meaſures to defeat the 

eſſect of his commiſſion; and having involved Ta. 

pia and his followers in a multiplicity of negoci. 

ations and conferences, in which he ſometimes had 

recourſe to threats, but more frequently employed 

bribes and promiſes, he at length prevailed on that 

weak man to abandon a province which he was 
unworthy of governing “. i 

Applies Bur notwithſtanding the fortunate dexterity 

dun-. with which he had eluded this blow; Cortes was 0 

1522: ſenſible of the precarious tenure by which he held 

May 15- his power, that he diſpatched deputies to Spain 
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with farther ſpecimens of the productions of the 


country, and with rich preſents to the emperor, as 


the earneſt of future contributions from his new 
conqueſt; requeſting in recompence for all his ſer- 
vices, the approbation of his proceedings, and that 
he might be entruſted with the government of thole 
territories, which his conduc, and the valour of 
his followers, had added to the crown of Caſtile. 


The junQure in which his deputies reached the 


court was favourable. The internal commotions 
in Spain, which had diſquieted the beginning of 
Charles's reign were juſt appeaſed“ . The minil- 
ters had leiſure to turn their attention towards fo- 
reign affairs. The account of Cortes's victories 
filled his countrymen with admiration. The ex- 
tent and value of his conqueſts became the object 
of vaſt and intereſting hopes. Whatever ſtain he 
might have contracted, by the irregularity of the 
ſteps which he took in order to attain power, was 
ſo fully effaced by the ſplendor and merit of the 
8 actions which this had enabled him to per- 
orm, that every heart revolted at the thought of 
inflicting any cenſure on a man, whoſe ſervices 
entitled him to the higheſt marks of diſtinction. 
The public voice declared warmly in favour of his 
pretenſions, and Charles arriving in Spain about 
this time, adopted the ſentiments of his ſubjects 
with a youthful ardour. Notwithſtanding the claims 
of Velaſquez, and the partial repreſentations of 


the biſhop of Burgos, he appointed Cortes captain- and is ap. 
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with a pompous account of the ſucceſs of his arms, B; O O R 


V. 


1522. 


general and governor of New Spain, judging that Cane 


| ;: 1 Captain-ge- 
no perſon was ſo capable of maintaining the royal neraland” 


authority, or of eſtabliſhing good order both among —__ 


his Spaniſh and Indian ſubjects, as the com 
mander whom the former would willingly obey, 
285 and 


* Hiſt, of Charles V. vol. ii. b. lll. 
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BOOKand the latter had been long accuſtomed to fear 
V. and toreſpet*®, .. | 


1522. 


Even before his juriſdiction received this legal 


- His chemes (anion, Cortes ventured to exerciſe all the powers 
— — of a governor, and, by various arrangements, en- 


Inſurrec- 
tions of the 
Mexicans, 
and cruelty 
of the Spa- 
niards, 


deavoured to render his conqueſt a ſecure and be- 
neficial acquiſition to his country. He determined 
to eſtabliſh the ſeat of government in its ancient 
Nation, and to raiſe Mexico again from its ruins ; 
and having conceived high ideas concerning the 
future grandeur of the ſtate of which he was laying 
the foundation, he began to rebuild its capital on a 
plan which had gradually formed the moſt mag- 
nificent city in the New World. At the ſame 
time, he employed ſkilful perſons to ſearch for 
mines in different parts of the country, and opened 
ſome which were found to be richer than any 
which the Spaniards had hitherto diſcovered in 
America. He detached his principal officers into 
the remote provinces, and encouraged them to ſet- 
tle there, not only by beſtowing upon them large 
tracts of land, but b ranting them the fame do- 
minion over the Indians, and the ſame right to 
their ſervice which the Spaniards had aflumed in 
the iſlands. 3 
Ir was not, however, without difficulty that the 
Mexican empire could be entirely reduced into the 
form of a Spaniſh colony. Enraged and rendered 
deſperate by oppreſſion, the natives often forgot 
the ſuperiority of their enemies, and run to arms in 
defence of their liberties, In every conteſt, how- 
ever, the European valour and diſcipline prevailed. 
But fatally for the honour of their country, the 
Spaniards ſullied the glory redounding from theſe 
repeated victories by their mode of treating the van- 
quiſhed 


* Herrera 4. 3. lib. iv. c. 3. Gomara Cron. 164, 165. 
B. Diaz. 167, 168. | ; 
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quiſhed people, After taking Guatimozin, and B; O O K 

becoming maſters of his capital, they ſuppoſed V. 

that the Kang of Caſtile entered on poſſeſſion of al 
OT t· 


the rights of the captive monarch, and affected to 152% 
conſider every effort of the Mexicans to aſſert their 

own independence, as the rebellion of vaſlals 
zpainſt their ſovereign, or the mutiny of ſlaves 
zgainſt their maſter. Under the ſanQion of thoſe 
il. founded maxims, they violated every right that 
hould be held ſacred between hoſtile nations. 
After every inſurreQion, they reduced the com- 
mon people in the provinces which they ſubdued, 
to the moſt humiliating of all conditions, that of 
perſonal ſervitude, Their chiefs, ſuppoſed to be 
more criminal, were puniſhed with greater ſeverity, 
and put to death in the moſt ignominious or the 
moſt excruciating form, that the inſolence or the 
cruelty of their conquerors could deviſe, In al- 
moſt every province of the Mexican emire, the 
the progreſs of the Spaniſh arms is marked with 
blood, and with deeds ſo atrocious as diſgrace the 
enterpriſing valour that conducted them to ſucceſs. 
In the province of Panyco, fixty caziques, or lead- 
ers, and four hundred nobles, were t at one 
time. Nor was this ſhocking barbarity perpe- 
ated in any ſudden ſally of rage, or by a com- 
wander of inferior note, It was the act of Sando- 
al, an officer whoſe name is entitled to the ſecond 
ank in the annals of New Spain, executed after a 
dlemn conſultation with Cortes; and to complete 
the horror of the ſcene, the children and relations 
f the wretched victims were aſſembled, and com- 
telled to be ſpectators of their dying agonies “. 
t ſeems hardly poſſible to 2 in horror this 
Ireadful example of ſeverity ; but it was followed 
y another, which affected the Mexicans ſtill more 


ſenſibly, 
* Cortes Relat. 291, C. Gomara Cron. c. 155. 
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ſenfibly, as it gave them a moſt feeling proof 5 
their own degradation, and of the ſmall reguy 
that their haughty maſters retained for the ancien 
dignity and ſplendor of their ſtate. On a ſligh 
ſuſpicion, confirmed by very imperfect evidence 


that Guatimozin had formed a ſcheme to ſhake of 


theyoke, and to excite his former ſubjeRs to take 
arms, Cortes, without the formality of a trial, or. 
dered the unhappy monarch, together with the ca 
ziques of Tezeuco and 'Tacuba, the two perſon 
of greateft eminence in the empire, to be hanged. 
and the Mexicans, with aſtoniſhment and horror, 
beheld this ignominious puniſhment inflicted upon 
perſons, to whom they were accuſtomed to look 


up with reverence, hardly inferior to that which 


they paid to the gods themſelves *. The example 
of Cortes and his principal officers, encouraged 
and juſtified perſons of ſubordinate rank to ven. 


ture upon committing greater exceſſes. Nuno de 


Guzman, in particular, ſtained an illuſtrious name 
þy deeds of peculiar enormity and rigour, in vari 


- ous expeditions which he conducted f. 


fearch for the precious metals in the bowels of th: 


Ox circumſtance, however, faved the Meri. 
cans from farther conſumption, perhaps from one 
as complete as that which had depopulated the 
Hlands, The firſt conquerors did not attempt t 


carth, "They were neither ſufficiently wealthy u 
carry on the expenſive works, which are requiſite 
for opening of thoſe deep recefles where Nature 
has concealed the veins of gold and filver, nor ut 
ficiently ſkilful to perform the ingenious operation 
by which they are ſeparated from their reſpe&ve 
ores. They were ſatisfied with the more food 

| | | method, 


* Gomara Cron. c. 170. B. Diaz. c. 177. Herrera, de. 
3. lib. viii. c. 9. See NOTE XXVI. 
+ Herrera, dec. 4 and 5 paſſim. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


method, practiſed by the Indians, of waſhing the B © © K 
carth carried down rivers and torrents from the 
mountains, and collecting the grains of native me- 
tal depoſited there. The rich mines of New Spain, 


which have poured forth their treafures with ſuch 


profuſion on every quarter of the globe, were not 
diſcovered for ſeveral years after the conqueſt “. 1552, &c, 


By that time, a more orderly government and po- 
lice were introduced into the colony; experience, 
derived from former errors, bad ſuggeſted many 
uſeful and humane regulations for the protection 
and preſervation of the Indians; and though it 
then became neceſſary to increaſe the number of 
thoſe employed in the mines, and they were en- 
gaged in a {pecies of labour more pernicious to the 
human conſtitution, they ſuffered leſs hardſhip or 
diminution than from the ill-judged, but leſs ex. 
tenfive ſchemes of the firſt conquerors, 

Tuis extraordinrry mortality among the In- 
dians diſappointed the hopes of their new maſters. 
Few ſeem to have derived any confiderable wealth 
from their ill conducted reſearches. According to 
the uſual fate of firſt ſettlers in new colonies, it was 
their lot to encounter danger and to ſtruggle with 
difficulties ; the fruits of their victories and toils 
were reſerved for times of tranquillity, and reaped 
by ſucceſſors of greater induſtry, but of inferior 
merit, The early hiſtorians of America abound 
with accounts of the ſufferings and of the poverty 
of its conquerors f. In New Spain their condition 
was rendered more grievous by a peculiar arrange- 
ment. When Charles V. advanced Cortes to the 
government of that country, he, at the ſame time, 
appointed certain commiſſioners to receive and 
adminiſter the royal revenue there, with inde- 

pendent 


Herrera, dec. 8. lib. c. 21. + Cortes Relat, 283. F, 
B. Diaz. c. 209. 
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B O O K pendent juriſdiction . 'Theſe men, choſen from 


V. inferior ſtations in various departments of public ah 
> bufneſs at Madrid, were ſo much Rd with 55 
1522. their promotion, that they thought they were called 15 
to act a part of the firſt con ſequenee. But bein * 
accuſtomed to the minute formalities of office, an 0 
having contracted the narrow ideas ſuited to the 1 
ſphere in which they had hitherto moved, they * 
1524. Were aſtoniſhed, on arriving in Mexico, at the high 5 
authority which Cortes exercifed, and could no: * 
conceive that the mode of adminiſtration, in a TX 
country recently ſubdued aud ſettled, muſt be dif, Wi 
ferent from that which took place ip one where Oh 
tranquillity and regular government had been long Will 
eſtab "ſhed, In their letters, they repreſented x 
Cortes as an ambitious tyrant, who having uſurped us 
a juriſdiction ſuperior to law, aſpired at independ. ¶ no 
ence, and by his exhorbitant wealth and extenſive gde 
influence, might accompliſh thoſe diſloyal ſchemes ing 
which he apparently meditated f. Theſe infinua. WF 
tions made ſuch deep impreſſion upon the Spaniſh det 
miniſters, moſt of whom had been formed to bu- 0 
fineſs under the jealous and rigid adminiſtration of WW 
Ferdinand, that unmindful of all Cortes's paſt ſer- nd 
vices, and regardleſs of what he was then ſuffering te 
in condugting that extraordinary expedition, in Wl ;... 
which he advanced from the lake of Mexico to the ¶ fie 
weſtern extremities of Honduras}, they infuſed Bi ger 
the ſame ſuſpicions into the mind of their maſter, I uh 
and prevailed on him to order a ſolemn inqueſt to dep 
be made into his conduR, with powers to the licen- * 
1525. fate Ponce de Leon, entruſted with that commiſhon, ¶ cou 
to ſeize his perſon, if he ſhould find that expedient, ¶ but 
and ſend him priſoner to Spain 5. | tor 

| | THE 
Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 3. 7 Id. dec. 3. lib. v. c. 14. 2 
+ See NOTE XXVII. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. c. 14, 15. c. 9, 
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after his arrival in New Spain, prevented the exe- 


cution of this commiſſion, But as the object of his ww 


appointment was known, the mind of Cortes was 
deeply wounded with this unexpected return for 
ſervices which far exceeded whatever any ſubject 
of Spain had rendered to his ſovereign. He en- 
deavoured, however, to maintain his ſtation, and 
to recover the confidence of the court. Burt. every. 
perſon in office, who had arrived from Spain fince 
the conqueſt, was a ſpy upon his conduR, and with 
malicious ingenuity gave an unfavourable repre- 
ſentation of all his actions. The apprehenſions of 
Charles and his miniſters increaſed. A new com- 
million of inquiry was iſſued, with more extenſive 
powers, and various precautions were taken to pre- 
rent or to puniſh him, if he ſhould be fo preſump- 
wous as to attempt what was inconfiſtent with the 
fidelity of a ſubject . Cortes beheld the approach- 
ing crifis of his fortune with all the violent emo- 
tions natural to a haughty mind, conſcious of high 
deſert, and receiving unworthy treatment. But 
though ſome of his deſperate followers urged him to 
afſert his own rights againſt his ungrateful country, 
and, with a bold hand, to ſeize that power which 
the courtiers meanly accuſed him of coveting f, he 
retained ſuch ſelf- command, or was actuated with 
ſuch ſentiments of loyalty, as to reje& their dan- 
gerous counſels, and to chuſe the only courſe in 


which he could ſecure his own dignity, without 


departing from his duty. He reſolved not to ex- 
pole himſelf to the ignominy of a trial, in that 


country which had been the ſcene of his triumphs; 


but, without waiting for the arrival of his judges, 
o repair directly to Caſtile, and commit himſelf 
and 


Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. e. 15. dec. 4. lib. il. c. 1. lib. iy. 


9, 10. B. Diaz. @ 172. 196. Gomara Cron. c. 166. 
7 B. Diaz. Co I94 


| i4t 
Taz ſudden death of Ponce de Leon, a few days B; G O K 
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BOOK and his cauſe to the juſtice and generoſity of his 
V. ſovereign *. 
n Corres appeared in his native country with 
1528- the ſplendour that fuited the conqueror of a mighty 
kingdom. He brought with him a great part of 

his wealth, many jewels and ornaments of great 
value, ſeveral curious productions of the country }, 
and was attended by ſome Mexicans of the firſt 
rank, as well as by the moſt conſiderable of his 
own officers. His arrival in Spain removed at 
once every ſuſpicion and fear that had been enter. 
tained with reſpect to his intentions. The empe- 

ror having now nothing to apprehend from the de- 
ſigns of Cortes, received him like a perſon whom 
conſcioufneſs of his own innocence had brought 
into the preſence of his maſter, and who was in- 
titled by the eminence of his ſervices, to the high- 

eſt marks of diſtinction and reſpet. The order 

of St. Jago, the title of Marquis del Valle de 
Guaxaca, the grant of a vaſt territory in New Spain, 
were ſucceſſively beſtowed upon him ; and as his 
manners were correct and elegant, although he had 
paſſed the greater part of- his life among rough ad- 
venturers, the emperor admitted him to the ſame 
familiar intercourſe with himſelf, that was enjoy- 

ed by noblemen of the firſt rank $, | 
Bur, amidſt thoſe external proofs of regard, 
ſymptoms of remaining diſtruſt appeared. Though 
Cortes 3 ſolicited to be reinſtated in the 
government of New Spain, Charles, too ſagacious 

to commit ſuch an 1mportant . charge to a man 
whom he had once ſuſpected, peremptorily refuſed 
to inveſt him again with powers which he mig 

| n 


* 


® Herrera, dec. 3. b. iv. c. 8. + See NOTE XXVIII- 
Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 1. lib. vi. c. 4. B. Diaz. c. 196 
Gom. Cron. c. 182. 
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gad it impoſſible to controul. Cortes, though dig-BOOK |, 


fed with new titles, returned to Mexico with V. 
ininiſhed authority. The military departnient, "Yo -. 
ith powers to attempt new diſcoveries was left in 1539 
is hands; but the ſupreme direction of civil af- 
urs was placed in a board called The Audience of 
* Spain. At a ſubſequent period, when, upon 
te increaſe of the colony, the exertion of autho- 
ty mote united and extenſive became neceſſary, 
\ntonio de Mendoza, a nobleman of high N 
as ſent thither as Viceroy, to take the government 
ito his hands. | | 
Tars divifion of power' in New Spain proved, 
p was unavoidable, the ſource of perpetual diſſen- 
on, which embittered the life of Cortes, and 
bwarted all his ſchemes. As he had now no op- 
ortanity to diſplay his active talents but in at- 
empting new diſcoveries, he formed various ſchemes 
vr that purpoſe, all of which bear impreſſions of 
genius that delighted in what was bold and ſplen- 
lid. He early entertained an idea, that, either 
y ſteering through the gulph of Florida along the 
it coaſt of North America, ſome ſtrait would be 
vund that communicated with the weſtern ocean; 
r that, by examining the iſthmus of Darien, ſome 
aſſage would be diſcovered between the North 
id South Seas f. But having been diſappointed 
his expectations with reſpect to both, he now 
mined his views to ſuch voyages of diſcovery as 
le could make from the ports of New Spain in the 
douth Sea. There he fitted out ſucceſſively ſeveral 
mall ſquadrons, which either periſhed in the at- 
empt, or returned without making any diſcovery 
moment. Cortes weary of entruſting the con- 
ut of his operations to others, took the com- 


mand 


+ Cort. Relat. Ram. ili. 294, B. 
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BOOKmand of a new armament in perſon, and, afier 
_ Eniduring ineredible hardſhips, and encountering 
—x— dangers of every ſpecies, he diſcovered the large 

1536. peninſula of California, and ſurveyed the great: 


V. 


1040. 


tomed to command than to ſolicit. Cortes ended 
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part of the gulf which ſeparates it from New Spain, 
The diſcovery of a country of ſuch extent would 
have reflected eredit on a common adventurer ; bu 
it could add little new honour to the name of Cor. 
tes, nor ſatisfy the ſanguine expectations which he 
had formed *. Diſguſted with ill ſucceſs, to which 
he had not been accuſtomed, and weary of con. 
teſting with adverſaries to whom he conſidered it 
as a diſgrace to be oppoſed, he once more ſought 
for redreſs in his native country. | 

Bu r his reception there was very different from 
that which gratitude, and even decency, ought to 
have ſecured for him. The merit of his ancient 
exploits was already, in a great meaſure, forgotten, 
or eclipſed by the fame of recent and more valuable 
conqueſts, in another quarter of America. No fer 
vice of moment was now expected from a man 0! 
declining years, and who began to be unfortunate. 
The emperor behaved to him with cold civility; 
his miniſters treated him, ſometimes with negled, 
ſometimes with inſolence. His grievances received 
no redreſs ; his claims were urged without effett; 
and' after ſeveral years ſpent in fruitleſs application 
to miniſters 2 an occupation the moſt irþ 
ſome and mortifying to a man of high ſpirit, who 
had moved in a ſphere where he was more accul- 


his days on the ſecond of December one thow 
ſand five hundred and forty-ſeven, in the fixty: 
ſecond year of his age. His fate was the lan 

| wit 


Herrera, dec. 5. lib. viii. c. 9. ro. dec. 8. lib. vi. c. 14. Ve 
negas Hiſt. of Californ. i. 125. Lorenzana Hiſt. p. 322, &c. 
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* with that of all the perſons who diſtinguiſhed them- BO OR 
ſelves in the diſcovery or conqueſt of the New V. 

ge World. Envied by "his contemporaries, and ill 

A" requited by the court which he ſerved, he has been 536. 

adinired and celebrated by ſucceeding ages. Which 

has formed the moſt juſt eſtimate of his character, 

1 an impartial conſide ration of his actions muſt deter- 


mine. 
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FROM the time that Nugnez del Balboa diſco- BOOK 
vered the great Southern Ocean, and received the VI. 
firſt obſcure hint concerning the opulent countries © * 94 
with which it might open a communication, the s ee 
wiſhes and ſchemes of every enterpriſing perſon diſcovering | 
in the colonies of Darien and Panama were turned *** 
towards the wealth of thoſe unknown regions. 

In an age when the ſpirit of adventure was fo ar- 

dous and vigorous, that large fortunes were waſted, 

and the moſt alarming dangers braved, in pur- 
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ſuit of diſcoveries my poſſible, the fainteſt ? 

ray of hope was followed with eager expeQation, 1 

and the ſlighteſt information was ſufficient to in- | 

ſpire ſuch perfect confidence, as conducted men to b 

e moſt arduous undertakings *, - 11 
L 2 ACCORDINGLY, 
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* See NOTE XXIX. | 
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BOOK AccorDINGLY, ſeveral armaments were fitted 
VI. out in order to explore and take poſſeſſion of the 
— countries to the eaſt of Panama, but under the 
1523. conduct of leaders whoſe talents and reſources 


fol dor lome were unequal to the attempt *. As their excurſions 


time. did not extend beyond the limits of the province 
to which the Spaniards have given the name of 

Tierra Firme, a mountainous region covered with 

woods, thinly inhabited, and extremely unheal- 

thy, they returned with diſmal accounts concern- 

ing the diſtreſſes to which they had been expoſed, 

and the unpromiſing aſpe& of the places which 

they had viſited. Damped by theſe tidings, the 

rage for diſcovery, in that direction ated - aud 

it became the general opinion, that Balboa had 
founded viſionary hopes, on the tale of an ignd- 

rant Indian, ill underſtood, or calculated to de- 

ceive, | 
Undertaken Bur there were three perſons ſettled in Panama, 
Almagro, on Whom the circumſtances which deterred others 
and Luque. made ſo little impreſſion, that, at the very moment 
. ...,, When all conſidered Balboa's expectations of dil. 
1524 Covering a rich country, by ſteering towards the 
eaſt, as chimerical, they reſolved to attempt the 
execution of his ſcheme. The names of thoſe 
extraordinary men were Franciſco Pizarro, Diego 

de Almagro, and Hernando Luque. Pizarro was 

the natural ſon of a gentleman of an honourable 

family by a very low woman, and according to the 

cruel fate which often attends the offspring of un- 

lawful love, had been ſo totally neglected in his 

outh by the author of his birth, that he ſeems to 

185 deſtined him never to riſe beyond the condi- 

tion of his mother. In conſequence of this un- 
generous idea, he ſet him, when bordering on 
manhood, to keep hogs. But the aſpiring ma 

| 0 


* Calancha Coronica, P- 100. 
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of young Pizarro diſdaining that ignoble occupa- B OO k 
tion, he abruptly abandoned his charge, enliſted as VI. 

a ſoldier, and after ſerving ſome years in. Italy, wow 
embarked for America, which, by opening ſuch 1524. 

a boundleſs rage to active talents, allured every ad- 

venturer whoſe fortune was not equal to his ambi- 

tious thoughts. There, Pizarro early diſtinguiſned 

himſelf. With a temper of mind no leſs daring 

than the conſtitution of his body was robuſt, he 

was foremoſt in every danger, patient under the 

greateſt hardſhips, and unſubdued by any fatigue. 

Though ſo illiterate that he could not even read, 

he was ſoon confidered as a man formed to com- 

mand. Every operation committed to his conduct bi. 
proved ſuccelsful, as, = a happy but rare con- 3 


junction, he united perſeverence with ardour, and 
was as cautious in executing, as he was bold in 
forming his plans. By engaging early into life, 
without any reſource but his own talents and in- 
duſtry, and by depending on himſelf alone in his 
ſtruggles to emerge from obſcurity, he acquired ſuch 
a thorough knowledge of affairs, and of men, 79 
that he was fitted to aſſume a ſuperior part in con- bs 
ducting the one, and in governing the other *. 4 
ALMAGRO had as little to boaſt of his deſcent 
as Pizarro. The one was a baſtard, the other. a 
foundling. Bred, like his companion, in the 
camp, he yielded not to him in any of ſoldierly 
qualities of intrepid valour, indefatigable activity, 
or inſurmountable conſtancy in enduring the hard- 
ſhips inſeparable from military ſervice in the New 
World. But in Almagro theſe virtues were accom- 
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-BOOK gdour natural to men whoſe profeſſion is arms; 
N im Pizarro, they were united with the addreſs, the 
daft, and the diſfimulation of a. politician, with 
1524 the art of concealing his own purpoſes and with 
fagacity to penetrate into thoſe of other men. 

_ HennanDo pt Laus was an ecclehiaftic, 

who ated both as prieſt and ſchoolmaſter at Pan- 

ama, and, by means which the contemporary 
writers have not deſeribed, had amaſled riches 

that inſpired him with thoughts of rifing to greater 

| eminence. ; . 

Termsof Sven were the men deſtined to overturn one 
tion. of the maſt extenſive empires on the face of the 
earth. Their confederacy for this purpoſe was 
authoriſed by Pedrarias, the governor of Panama. 

Each engaged to employ his whole fortune in the 
adventure. Pizarro, the leaſt wealthy of the three, 

as be could not throw ſo large a ſum as his aſſoci- 

ates into the common ſtock, engaged to take the 
department of greateſt fatigue and danger, and 

to command in . perſon the armament which was 
io go firſt upon difcovery. Almagro offered to con- 


of troops, of which Pizarro might ſtand in need. 
Luque was to remain at Panama to negociate with 
the governor, and ſuperintend whatever was car- 
Tying on for the. general intereſt. As the ſpirit 
of enthufiaſm uniformly accompanied that of ad- 
venture in the New World, and by that ſtrange 
union both acquired an increaſe of force, this 
confederacy, formed by ambition and avarice, 
1 the moſt ſolemn act of religion. 
Luque celebrated maſs, divided a conſecrated hoſt 


into three, and reſerving one part to himſelf, 
gave the other two to his aſſociates, of which 
they partook ; and thus in name of the but 


dust the ſupplies of provifions and reinforcements 
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of Peace, ratified a contract of which plunder and B 0.0 K 


bloodſhed were the ohjects . ed 


Tux attempt was begun 


than to the greatneſs of the enterpriſe in which 


they. were engaged. Pizarro ſet fail from Pa- . 4 


nama with a ſingle veſſel, of ſmall burthen, and 
a hundred and twelve men. But in that age, ſo 
little were the Spaniards acquainted, with the pe- 


culiarities of climate in America, that the time 


which Pizarro choſe for his departure was the moſt 
improper in the whole year; the periadical winds, 
which were then ſet in, being directly adverſe to 
the ew 2 he purpoſed 8 K .— 
beating about for ſeven ys, with much r 
and inceſſant fatigue, bi 

the ſouth-eaſt, was not greater than what a ſkil- 
ful navigator will now make in as many hours. 
He touched at ſeveral places on the coaſt of Tierra 
Firme, but found every where the ſame uninviting 
country which former adventurers had deſcribed ;. 
the low. grounds converted into ſwamps by the 
overflowing of rivers ; the higher, covered with 
impervious woods; few inhabitants, and thoſe 
fierce and hoſtile. Famine, fatigue, and frequent 
rencounters with the natives, and above all, the 
diſtempers of a moiſt, ſultry climate, combined 


in waſting his ſlender band of followers. -'The a... 
undaunted refolution of their leader continued, with lice 
however, for ſome time, to ſuſtain their ſpirits, <4 


although no fign had yet appeared of diſcoverin 
thoſe golden regions to which he had promifſ 
to. conduct them. At length, he was obliged to 
abandon that inhoſpitable coaſt, and retire to 
ET Chuchama, 


Herrera, dec. 3. lib. vi. c. 13. Zarate, lib. i. c. r. 
7 Herrera, dec. 4. lib. ii. c. 8. RXerez. p. 179. 
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with a force more ſuited "TY 
to the humble condition of the three adventurers, u a 


zarro's progreſs towards 1523. 
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1 illands; where 
of oerl and 


he toped to receive a ſupply 


— y rro6Ps from Panama. 


15. r 


June 24- 


They 
_ crak . cruiting their ſhattered troops. 


ſeventy men, ſtood directly 
the continent where he hoped to meet with his af. 


having 2 em that port with 
towards that part of 


Bor Almagro 


ſoeiate. Not finding him there, he landed his ſol- 
diers, who, in fearching for their companions, 
underwent the ſame diſtreſſes, and were expoſed 


to the ſame dangers, which had driven them out 


of the country. Repulſed at length by the In- 


dians tn a ſharp conflict, in which their leader loſt 


one of his eyes by the wound of an arrrow, 
likewiſe were compelled to reimbark. Chance led 
them to the place of Pizarro's retreat, where the vl 


found ſome conſolation in recounting their a 


ventures, and comparing their ſufferings. As Al. 
ago had advanced as far as the river St. Juan, 

province of Popayan, where both the country 
and inhabitants appeared with a more promiſing 
aſpect, that dawn of better fortune was ſufficient 
to determine ſuch ſanguine projectors not to aban- 
don their ſcheme, notwithſtanding all that they had 
ſuffered in proſecuting it *. 

:--ALMAGRO repaired to Panama, in dojwee of re- 
But what he and 
Pizarro had ſuffered, gave his countrymen ſuch an 
unfavourable idea of the ſervice, that it was with 


difficulty he could levy fourſcore men f. Feeble 
as this reinforcement was, they did not hefitate 
Aſter a long ſe- 


about reſuming their operations. 
ries of diſaſters and diſappointments, not infe- 
rior to "thoſe which they had already experi- 

e br of the armament reached the bay K 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. c. 11, 12. 
+ Zarate, lib. i. c. 1. 


See NOTE XXX. 
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„ Matthew, on the coaſt-of Quito, and landed 
Tacamez, to the ſouth of 4 ro of Emeraulds, 9 * 
bey beheld a country more champaign and fer- 
le than any they had yet diſcovered in the Sou- 1526. 
dern Ocean, the natives clad in garments of wool- - 

en or cotton: ſtuff, and adorned with ſeveral trin- 

lets of gold and filver. - ,, | 

BuT notwithſtanding thoſe favourable appear- 

ces, . magnified beyond the truth, both by the 
unity of thoſe who brought the report from Ta- 
amez, and by the fond imagination of thoſe who 
liſtened to them, Pizarro and Almagro durſt not 
xenture to invade à country ſo populous, with a 
handful of men enfeebled by fatigue and diſeaſes. 
They retired to the; ſmiall Hand of Gallo, where 
Pizarro remained with part of the troops, and his 
fſociate returned to Panama, in hopes of bring- 
ng ſuch a reinforcement as might enable them to 
uke poſſeſſion of the opulent territories, whoſe 
aiſtence ſeemed to be no longer doubtſul “.,. 

Bur ſome of the adventurers, leſs enterpriſing, Piaarro re- 
or leſs hardy than their leaders, having ſecretly gener ef 
conveyed lamentable accounts of their fufferings Panama. 
ud loſſes to their friends at Panama, Almagro 
wet with an unfavourable reception from Pedro 
le los Rios, who had ſucceeded Pedrarias in the 
frernment. of that ſettlement. After weighing 
he matter, with that cold c-conomical prudence, 
which appears the firſt of all virtues to perſons 
noſe limited faculties are incapable of conceiving 
or executing great deßigns, he concluded an expe- 
lition, attended with. ſuch certain waſte of men, 

o be ſo detrimental to an infant and feeble colo- 
ly, that he not only prohibited the raiſing of 
lew levies, but diſpatched a veſſel to bring home 
Pizarro 


e 1 
Kere 181. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. viii. c. 13. bo 
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BOOK Pizarro and his companions from the iſland 9 


VI. 


fected with theſe meaſures, which they could not 


1526, 


his deſign, 


: ſcheme. He peremptorily refuſed to obey the go. 


Tuſhed with ſuch joy into their minds, that when 
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Gallo. Almagro and Luque, though deeply af 


prevent and durſt not oppoſe, found means of con. 
municating their ſentiments privately to Pizarro, 
and exhorted him not to relinquith an enterpriſe 
which was the foundation of all their hopes, and 
the only means of re-eſtabliſhing theif reputation 
and fortune, that were both on the decline. Pi. 
zarro's mind, bent with inflexible obſtinacy on all 
its purpoſes, needed no incentives to perfiſt in the 


vernor of Panama's orders, and employed all his 
addreſs and eloquence in perſuading his men no 
to abandon him. But the incredible calamities to 
which they had been expoſed were ſtill ſo recent 
in their memories, and the thoughts of re-viſiting 
their families and friends after a long abſence, 


Pizarro drew a line upon the ſand with his ſworc 
permitting ſuch as wiſhed to return home to pal 
over it, only thirteen of all the daring veterans it 
his ſervice had reſolution to remain with thei 
commander“. 

Tuis ſmall, but determined band, whoſe name 
the Spaniſh hiſtorians record with deſerved praik 
as the perſons to whoſe perſevering fortitude the 
country is indebted for the moſt valuable of all i 
American poſſeſſions, fixed their reſidence in the 
iſland of — This, as it was farther re 
moved from the coaſt than Gallo, and uninhabit 
ed, they conſidered as a more ſecure retreat, wher 
unmoleſted, they might wait for ſupplies from F. 
nama, which they truſted that the activity of the! 


aſſociate 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. x. c. 2, 3. Zarate, lib. i. e. 2. X 
rez. 181. Gomara Hiſt, c. 109. 
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ſociates there would be able to procure. Alma-z OOR 
o and Luque were not inattentive or cold ſolici- VI. 
rs, and their inceſſant importunity was ſeconded wI— 
y the general voice of the colony, which exclaim- 1526. 
4 loudly againſt the infamy of expoſing brave men, 

ogaged in the public ſervice, and chargeable with 
o error but what flowed from an exceſs of zeal 

1d courage, to periſh like the moſt odious crimi- 

als in a deſart iſland. Overcome by thoſe intrea- 

es and expoſtulations, the governor at laſt con- 

ated to ſend a ſmall veſſel td their relief. But 

hat he might not ſeem to encourage Pizarro to any 
ew enterpriſe, he would not permit one land-man 
pembark on board of it. | 

By this time, Pizarro and his companions had Hardmips 
mained five months in an iſland, infamous for be endures. 
e moſt unhealthy climate in that region of Ame- 

ca*, During all this period, their eyes were 

urned towards Panama, in hopes of ſuccour from 

keir countrymen ; but worn out at length with 

itleſs expectations, and diſpirited with ſuffering 
ardſhips of which they ſaw no end, they, in de- 

pair, came to a reſolution of committing them- 

elves to the ocean on a float, rather than eontinue 

| that deteſtable abode. But, on the arrival of 

e veſſel from Panama, they were tranſported 
pith ſuch joy, that all their ſufferings were forgot- 

en. Their hopes revived, and, with a rapid 
rofition, not unnatural among men accuſtomed 

their mode of life to ſudden vieiſſitudes of for- 

Ine, high confidence ſucceeding to extreme de- 

on, Pizarro eaſily induced them to reſume their 

mer ſcheme with freſh ardour. Inſtead of re- 

ning to Panama, they ſtood towards the ſouth- 

alt, and, more fortunate in this than in any of 

NTT . their 


* See NOTE XXXI. 


as .. HISTORY, OF AMERICA, 


BO OK their paſt efforts, they, on the twentieth day aft 
VI. their departure from Gorgona; diſcovered the co 
—T>, of Peru; After touching at ſome places of le 
5 note, they landed at Tumbez, a place of ſome ng 
Peru. above three degrees ſouth of the line, diſtinguiſhed 
for its ſtately temple, and a palace of the Incas or 
ſovereigns of the country. There the Spaniard 
feaſted their eyes with the firſt view of the opy- 
lence and civilization of the Peruvian empire. 
They beheld a country fully peopled, and cult. 
vated with an appearanee of regular induſtry ; th, 
. natives decently clothed, and poſſeſſed of ingeny. 
> ſo far ſurpaſſing the other inhabitants of the 
ew World, as to have the uſe of tame domeſtic 
animals. But what chiefly attracted their notice, 
was ſuch a ſhow of gold and filver, not only in the 
ornaments of their perſons and temples, but in ſe- 
veral veſſels and utenfils for common uſe, formed 
of the ſame precious metals, as left no room to 
doubt that they abounded with profuſion in the 
country. Pizarro and his companions ſeemed 
now to have attained to the completion of their 
moſt ſanguine hopes, and fancied that all ther 
wiſhes and dreams of rich domains, and inexhaul- 

tible treaſures, would ſoon be realized. 
Returns to BUT With the ſlender force then under his com- 
Panama. mand, Pizarro could only view the rich country 
of which he hoped hereafter to obtain poſſeſſion. 
He ranged, however, for ſome time along the coal, 
maintaining every where a peaceable intercourſe 
with the natives, no leſs aſtoniſhed at their new 
viſitants, than the Spaniards were with. the uni- 
form appearance of opulence and cultivation which 
they beheld. Having explored the country as fu 
as was requiſite to aſcertain the importance of the 
| E ITE diſcovery, 


1527. 


+ Calancha, p. 103. 
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iſcovery, Pizarro procured, from the inhabitants ; O OR 
"me of their Llamas or tame cattle, to which the VI. 
paniards gave the name of ſheep, ſome veſſels of- 
od and filver, as well as ſome ſpecimens of their 1827. 
ber works of ingenuity, and two young men, 

hom he propoſed to inſtruct in the Caſtilian lan- 

age, that they might ſerve as interpreters in the 

pedition which he meditated. With theſe he 

ved at Panama, towards the cloſe of the third 

ir from the time of his departure thence *. No 
lventurer of the age faffered hardſhips or encoun- 

red dangers which equal thoſe to which he was. 


tel poſed during this long period. The patience 

lie ich which he endured the one, and the fortitude 

ce, With which he ſurmounted the other, exceed what- 

the Wer is recorded in the hiſtory of the New World, 

ſe. ere ſo many romantic diſplays of thoſe virtues ; 
Jed cur. dc 


Neiruzx the ſplendid relation that Pizarro gave 1528. 


the WF the incredible opulence of the country which gane of 
id WW bad diſcovered, nor his bitter complaints on the afloci- 


count of that unſeaſonable recall of his forces, 

hich had put it out of his power to attempt mak- 

g any-ſettlement there, could move the governor 

Panama to ſwerye from his former purpoſe. He 

Il contended, that the colony was not in a con- 

non to invade ſuch a mighty empire, and refuſed 

authoriſe an expedition which he foreſaw would 

ſo alluring that it might ruin the province in 

ich he preſided, by an effort beyond its 

ength. . His coldneſs, however, did pot in any 

gree abate the ardour of the three aflociates; 

t they perceived that they could not carry their 
at: | | ſcheme 


Herrera, dec. 3. IIb. x. e. 3—6. dec. 4. lib. ii. c. J, 8. 
22, 2. lib. i. c. 10—14. Zarate, lib. i. c. 2. Benzo Hiſt. 
*i Orbis, lib. iti, c, 1. e nf 


BO O K ſebeme into execution without the countenance g 
VI. ſuperior authority, and muſt folicit their ſovereig 
do grant that permiſhkon whieh they could not es 
1528. tort from his delegate. With this view, after x 


ant and, new as the ſeene might be to him, he 3 


Negleas his Teſted in the ſucceſs of its leader, Preſuming! 
afſociates; thoſe diſpoſitions in his favour, Pizarro paid lit 
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juſting among themſelves that Pizarro ſhould clai 
the ſtation of Governor, Almagro that of Jieute 
pant-governor, and Luque the dignity of biſg 
in the country which they propoſed to conquer 
they ſent Pizarro as their agent to Spain, thou 
their fortunes were now ſo much exhauſted 9 
the repeated efforts which they had made, thy 
they found ſome difficulty in borrowing the {mz 
ſum requiſite towards equipping him for the wy 
age? Bi 
| P1zagRoO loft no time in repairing to cou 


i 
x 


peared before the emperor with the unembarraſſe 
dignity of a man, conſcious of what his ſervice 
merited ; and he conducted his negociations wit 
an inſinuating Fay er of addreſs, which ca 
not have been expected either from his edycatia 
or former habits of life, His feeling deſecripti 
of his own ſufferings, and his pompous accountt 
the country which he had diſcovered, confirms 
by the ſpecimens of its productions which he 
hibited, made ſuch an impreſſion both on Chart 
and his miniſters, that they not only approved! 
the intended expedition, but ſeemed to be ut 


attention to the intereſt of his aſſociates, As! 
pretenſions of Luque did not interfere with | 
own, he obtained for him the eccleſiaſtical d 
nity to which he aſpired. For Almagro, he cla 
ed only the command of the fortreſs which ht 


* Herrera, dec. 4. lib. iii. c. 1. Vega, 2. hb. 1. © 
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» erected at Tumbez. To himſelf he ſecured BOOK 
-hatever his boundleſs ambition could deſire. He VI. 
72s appointed governor, captain general, and ade. — = 
* 4 of all the country which he had diſeover- 2 0 
, and hoped to conquer, with ſupreme authority, andprocures 
wil as well as military; and a full right to all the dH 
rivileges and emoluments uſually granted to ad- himſelf. | 
cnturers in the New World, His juriſdiction 
declared to extend two hundred leagues along 
xe coaſt to the ſouth of the river St. Jago, to be 
independent of the goyernor of Panama; and he 
had power to nominate all the officers who were to 
ſerve under him. In return for thoſe conceſhons, 
rhich coſt the court of Spain nothing, as the en- 
joyment of them depended upon the ſucceſs of his 
wn efforts, Pizarro engaged to raiſe two hundred 
d fifty men, and to provide the ſhips, arms, and 
jarlike ſtores requiſite towards ſubjecting, to the 
rown of Caſtile, the country of which the go- 
rernment was allotted him, ; 
INCONSYPERABLE as the body of men was, Slenderforce 
hich Pizarro had undertaken to raiſe, his funds t 08 
id credit were ſo low that he could hardly com- 
fete half the number; and after obtaining his pa- 
us from the crown, he was obliged to ſteal pri- 
ately out of the port of Seville, in order to elude 
he ſerutiny of the officers who had it in charge to | 1 
xamine whether he had fulfilled the ſtipulations i 
in his contract . Before his departure, however, 
e received ſome ſupply of money from Cortes, 
Who having returned to Spain about this time, was 
illing to contribute his aid towards enabling an 
ancient companion, with whoſe talents and cou- 
age he was well acquainted, to begin a career of 
flory ſimilar to that which he himſelf had finiſhed f. — 
He 
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BOOK Hs landed at Nombre de Dios, and march 

VI: acroſs the iſthmus to Panama, accompanied by his 

—TY three brothers, Ferdinand, Juan, and Gonzalo, 0 

1529 whom the firſt was born in lawful wedlock, the 

two latter; like himſelf; were of illegitimate birth, 

and by Francifco de Alcantara, his mother's bro. 

ther. They were all in the prime of life, aud 

of ſuch abilities aud courage as fitted them 90 

take a diſtinguiſhed part in his ſubſequent tranſae. 

tions. ir or 

1630. O his arrival at Panama, Pizarro found Alan. 

8 gro ſo much exaſperated at the manner in which be 

Almagro, had conducted his negociation, than he not on) 

refuſed to act any longer in concert with a man by 

whoſe perfidy he had been excluded from the powet 

and honours to which he had a juſt claim, but lz 

boured to form a new aſſociation, in order to thwart 

or to rival his former confederate in his diſcoveries, 

Pizarro, however, had more wiſdom and addreſ 

than to ſuffer a rupture ſo fatal to all his-ſchemes t 

become irreparable. By offering voluntary tore 

linquiſh the office of adelantado, and promiſing u 

eoncur in ſoliciting that title, with an independent 

government for Almagro, he gradually mitigate 

the rage of an open-hearted ſoldier, which ha 

been violent, but was not implacable. Luque 

highly ſatisfied with having been ſucceſsful in: 

his own pretenſions, cordially ſeconded Pizarro 

endeavours. A reconciliation was effected; anc 

the confederacy renewed on its original term 

that the enterpriſe ſhould be carried on at tit 

common expence of the aſſociates, and the profit 

accruing from it ſhould be equally divided amo 
them“. 5 

vil 


* Herrera, dec. 4. lib. vii. c. 9. -Zarate, lib. 1. < 
Vega, 2. hb. 1. c. 14. 
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16 


EveN after their re- union, and the utmoſt efforts ; 0 Oo K . 


of their intereſt, three ſmall veſſels, and a hun- 


VI. 


dred and eighty ſoldiers, thirty-ſix of whom were 


horſemen, compoſed the armament which the 
were able to fit out. But the aſtoniſhing 3 
of the Spaniards in America had inſpired them 
with ſuch ideas of their own ſuperiority, that Pi- 
zarro did not heſitate to ſail with this contemptible 
force to invade a great empire. Almagro was left 
at Panama, as formerly, to follow him with what 
reinforcement of men he ſhould be able to muſter. 
As the ſeaſon for embarking was properly choſen, 
and the courſe of navigation between Panama and 
Peru was now better known, Pizarro completed 
the voyage in thirteen days ; though, by the force 
of the winds and currents, he was carried above 
an hundred leagues to the north of Tumbez, the 
place of his deſtination, and obliged to land his 


1530. 


Their arma- 
ment. 


1531. 


troops in the bay of St. Matthew. Without loſing Lands in 


taking care, however, not to depart far from the 
ſea-ſhore, both that he might eaſily effect a junc- 
tion with the ſupplies which he expected from Pa- 
nama, and ſecure a retreat in caſe of any diſaſter, 
by keeping as near as poſſible to his ſhips. But as 
the country in ſeveral parts on the coaſt of Peru is 
barren, unhealthful, and thinly peopled; as the 
Spaniards had to paſs all the rivers near their 
mouth, where the body of water is greateſt ; and 
as the imprudence of Pizarro, in attacking the na- 
tives when he ſhould have ſtudied to gain their 
confidence, had forced them to abandon their ha- 
bitations; famine, fatigue, and diſeaſes of various 


kinds, brought upon him and his followers calami- 


ties hardly inſerior to thoſe which they had endur- 
ed in their former expedition. What they now 
experienced correſponding ſo ill with the alluring 
deſeription of the country given by Pizarro, that 

Vor. II. M | many 


a moment, he began to advance towards the ſouth, *** 
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BOOK many. began to reproach. him, and every ſoldier 
Nr muſt 4 


zuſt have become cold to the ſervice, if, even in 
"CY this unfertile region of Peru, they had not met 
. with ſome appearances of wealth and cultivation, 
which ſeemed to Juſtify the report of their leader. 
April 14. At length ng k reached. the. province. of Coaque ; 
and having ſurpriſed the principal ſettlement of 
the natives, they ſeized there veſſels and orna- 
ments, of gold and filyer, to the amount of thirty 
thouſand: peſos, with other booty of ſuch value as 
diſpelled, all their doubts, and. inſpired. the moſt 
de nde with ſanguine hopes“. 
His mea- = PIZARRO himſelf was ſa much delighted with 
— 22 this rich ſpoil, which he confidered as the firſt fruits 
inforcement. Of à land flowing with treaſure, that he inſtantly 
diſpatched one of, his ſhips to Panama, with a 
large eli hrs Amend: and another to Ni- 
caragua, with, a conſiderable ſum to ſame perſons 
of influence in that province, in hopes of alluring 
adventurers, by this early 0 
which he had. acquired. Meanwhile, he canti- 
nued his march along the coaſt, and diſdaining to 


employ. any means. of reducing the natives but 


force, he, attacked them with. ſuch violence in 
their ſcattered habitations, as compelled them ei- 
ther to retire. into the interior country, or to ſub- 
mit te his yoke. This ſudden appearance of in- 
vaders, whoſe aſpect and manners were ſo ſtrange, 
and whoſe power ſeemed to be ſo irrefiſtible, made 
the ſame Jreadful impreſſion as in other parts of 
America, Pizarro hardly met with reſiſtance until 
he attacked the iſland of Puna. in the bay of Guay- 

uil. As that was better Lana fo lp country 


through which he had paſſed, and its inhabitants 


fiercer and leſs civilized than thoſe of the. conti- 
nent, they defended themſelves with ſuch. obſti- 
| | | | Nate. 


K Hexrera, dec. 4. lib. vii. c. 9. lib. ii. c. 1. eres, 182. 


iſplay of the wealth 
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nate valour, that Pizarro ſpent fix months in re- BOOK 


ducing them to ſubjection. From Puna he pro- VI. 
ceeded to Fumbez, where the diſtempers that 
raged among his men compelled him to remain 1332. 
for three months. | 

Wr he was thus employed, he began to reap 
advantage from his own attention, to ſpread the 
fame of his firſt ſucceſs at Coaque. Two different Receives 
detachments arrived from Nicaragua, which, tho 99% ane 
neither exceeded thirty men, he' conſidered as a advance. 
reinforcement of great conſequence to his feeble 
band, eſpecially as the one was under the com- 
mand of Sebaſtian Benalcazar, and the other of 
Hernando Soto, officers not inferior in merit and 
reputation to any who had ſerved” in America. 
From Tumbez he proceeded to the river Piura, May 16. 
and, in an advantageous ſtation near the mouth 
of it, he eſtabliſhed the firſt! Spaniſtr colony in 
peru; to which he gave the name of St. Michael: 

As Pizarro continued to advance towards the 
centre of the Peruvian empire, he gradually re- 
ceived more full information concerning its extent 
and policy, as well as the ſituation of its affairs at 
that juncture. Without ſome knowledge of theſe, 
he could not have conducted his operations with 
propriety ; and without a ſuĩtable attention to theſe, 
Jt is impoſſible to account for the progreſs which 
the Spaniards had already made, or th unfold the 
cauſes of their ſubſequent ſucceſs; SE 
Arx the time when the Spaniards invaded: Peru, State of the 
the dominions of its ſovereigus extended in length; 4-5 
from north to ſouth, above fifteen hundred miles 
along the Pacific Ocean. Its breadth; from eaſt to 
velt, was much leſs: conſiderable; being uniſormly 

M 2 bounded 


P. Sanchb ap Ratnüſ. iii. p. 371, F. Herrera; dec. 4. lib? 
— c, Fog lib. iK. c. 1. Zatate; lib. ii c. 2, 37 Neres; p 
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B * bounded by the vaſt ridge of the Andes, ſtretch- 


ing from its one extremity to the other. Pery, 
like the reſt of the New World, was originally 
1532. poſſeſſed by ſmall independent tribes, differiug 
from each other in manners, and in their forms of 
rude policy. All, however, were ſo little civilized, 
that, if the traditions concerning their mode of 
life, preſerved among their deſcendants, deſerve 
credit, they muſt be claſſed among the moſt unim. 
proved ſavages of America. Strangers to every 
ſpecies of cultivation or regular induſtry, without 
any fixed refidence, and unacquainted with thoſe 
ſentiments and obligations which form the firſt 
bonds of ſocial union, they are ſaid to have roamed 
about naked in the foreſts, with which the country 
was then covered, more like wild beaſts than like 
men. After they had ſtruggled for ſeveral ages 
with the hardſhips and calamities which are inevi- 
table in this barbarous ſtate, and when no circum- 
ſtance ſeemed to indicate the approach of any un- 
common effort towards improvement, we are told 
that there appeared, on the banks of the lake Titi 
aca, a man and woman of majeſtic form, and 
clothed in decent garments. They declared them- 
ſelves to be the children of the Sun, ſent by their 
beneficent parent, who beheld with pity the miſc- 
ries of the human race, to inſtru& and to reclaim 
; them. At their perſuaſion, enforced by reverence 
for the divinity in whoſe name they were ſuppoſed 
to ſpeak, ſeveral of the diſperſed ſavages united to- 
gether, and receiving their commands as heavenly 
1njunRions, followed them to Cuzco, where they 
ſettled, and began to lay the foundations of a city. 
Manco Capac and Mama Ocollo, for ſuch 
were the names of thoſe extraordinary perſonages, 
having thus collected ſome wandering tribes, form- 
ed that ſocial union, which, by multiplying thc 
deſires, and uniting the efforts of the human {pe 
| C1ES, 
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cies, excites induſtry, and leads to improvement. B O O K 

Manco Capac inſtructed the men in agriculture, 

and other uſeful arts. Mama Ocollo taught the "TY 

women to ſpin and to weave. By the labour of 532. 

me one ſex, ſubſiſtence became leſs precarious; 

| by that of the other, life was rendered more com- 

© WY fortable. After ſecuring the objects of firſt neceſ- 

ity in an infant ſtate, by providing food, raiment, 

aud habitations for the rude people of whom he 

took charge, Mauco Capac turned his attention 

towards introducing ſuch laws and policy as might 

c. Wl perpetuate their happineſs, By his inſtitutions, 

ich ſhall be more particularly explained hereaf- 

d ter, the various relations in private life were eſta- 

bliſhed, and the duties reſulting from them pre- 

- WJ ſcribed with ſuch propriety, as gradually formed a 

e barbarous people to decency of manners. In pub- 

; lic adminiſtration, the functions of perſons in au- 

n. Wl thority were ſo preciſely defined, and the ſubordi- 

1. nation of thoſe under their juriſdiction maintained 

14 WH vith ſuch a ſteady hand, that the ſociety in which 

i. be preſided ſoon aſſumed the aſpect of a regular 

dad well-governed ſtate. „ 

* Tavs, according to the Indian tradition, was 

er tounded the empire of the Incas or Lords of Peru. 

e. At firſt, its extent was ſmall. The territory of 

im Manco Capac did not reach above eight leagues 

co from Cuzco. But within its narrow precincts, he 

d Wh cxerciſed abſolute and uncontrolled authority. 

0. His ſucceſſors, as their dominions expanded, ar- 

ily rogated a ſimilar juriſdiction over their fubjeRs : 
the deſpotiſm of Afia was not more complete. 

iv. The Incas were not only obeyed as monarchs, but 

< revered as divinities. Their blood was held to be 

es, lacred, and, by prohibiting intermarriages with 

m. che people, was never contaminated by mixing 

the Nvith that of any other race. The family, thus 

be:. <parated from the reſt of the nation, was diſtin- 

les guiſhed 
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HIS TORNT OF AMERICA. 
guiſhed by peculiarities in dreſs and ornaments, 


which it was unlawful for others to aſſume. The 
monarch himſelf appeared with enfigns of royalty 
reſerved for him alone; and received from his ſub. 
jets marks of obſequious homage and reſpet, 
which approached almoft to adoration, 

Byr, among the Peruvians, this unbounded 
power of their monarchs is ſaid to have bcen uni. 
formly accompanied with attention to the good of 
their ſubjects. It was not the rage of conqueſt, if 
We may believe the accaqunts of their countrymen, 
that prompted the Incas to extend their dominions, 
but the defire of diffuſing the bleſſings of civiliza- 
tion, and the knowledge of the arts which they 
poſſeſſed, among the barbarous people whom they 
reduced. During a ſucceſſion of twelve monarchs, 
it is ſaid that not one deviated from this beneficent 
character. | | | 

"Warn the Spaniards firft viſited the coaſt of 
Peru, in the year one thouſand five hundred and 
twenty-ſix, Huana Capac, the twelith monarch 
from the founder of the ſtate, was ſeated on the 
throne. He is repreſented as a prince diſtinguiſh. 
ed not only for the pacific virtues peculiar to the 
race, but eminent for his martial talents. By his 
victorious arms the kingdom of Quito was ſub- 
jected, a conquelt of ſuch extent and importance 
as almoſt donbled the power of the Peruvian em- 
pire. He was fond of reſiding in the capital df 
that valuable province, which he had added to his 
dominions ; and, notwithſtanding the ancient and 

fundamental law of the monarchy againſt pollut- 

ing the royal blood by any foreign alliance, he 

married the daughter of the vanquiſhed monarch 
of Quito. She bore him a ſon named Maney 

y | whom, 


2. Cieca de Leon, Chron. c. 44. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. L 
& 4. geg. 5. Hb. iii. c. 17. 9 a 19 
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whom, on his death at Quito, which ſeems to BO OK 


have happened about the year one. thouſand five 


hundred and twenty-nine, he appointed his fuc- — 
ceſſor in that kingdom, leaving the reſt of his do- 1632. 


minions to Iuaſcar, his eldeſt fon, by a mother 
of the royal race. Greatly as the Peruvians re- 
vered the memory of a monarch who had reigned 
with more reputation and ſplendour than any of 
his predeceſſors, the deſtination of Huana Capac 
concerning the ſucceſſion, appeared ſo repugnant 
to a maxim coeval with the empire, and founded 
on authority deemed ſacred, that it was no ſooner 
known at Cuzeo than it excited general diſguſt. 
Encouraged by thoſe ſentiments. of his ſubjects, 
Huaſcar required his brother to renounce the go- 
yernment of Quito, and to acknowledge him as 
his lawful ſuperior. But 1t had been the firſt care 
of Atahualpa to gain a large body of troops which 
had accompanied his father to Quito. Theſe were 
the flower of the Peruvian warriors, to whoſe valour 
Huana Capac had been indebted for all his victories. 
Relying on their ſupport, Atahualpa firſt eluded 
his brother's demand, and then marched againſt 
him in hoſtile array. 

Tuus the ambition of two young men, the title 
of the one founded on ancient uſage, and that of 
the other aſſerted by the veteran troops, involved 
Peru in civil war, a calamity to which, under a 
ſueceſſion of virtuous princes, it had hitherto been 
a ſtranger. In ſuch a conteſt the iflue was ob- 
vious. The force of arms triumphed over the 
authority of laws, Atahualpa remained viRorit» 
ous, and made a cruel uſe of his victory. Con- 
ſeious of the defect in his own title to the crown, 
he attempted to exterminate the royal race, by 
putting to death all the Children of the Sun de- 
ſcended from Manco Capac, whom he could — — 
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BO O K either by force or ſtratagem. From a political 
VI. motive, the life of this unfortunate rival Huaſcar, 
e who had been taken priſoner in the battle which 
1532. decided the fate of the empire, was ſaved for 
ſome time, that, by iſſuing orders in his name, 
the uſurper might more eafily eſtabliſh his own 
authority“. t | | | 

Kg wy wn Wu Pizarro landed in the bay of St. Mat- 
greſs of Pi- thew, this civil war raged between the two bro- 
mars thers in its greateſt fury. Had he. made any hol. 
tile attempt in his former viſit to Peru in the year 
one thouſand five hundred and twenty-ſeven, he 
muſt then have encountered the force of a power- 
ful ſtate, united under a monarch poſſeſſed of ca- 
pacity and courage, and unembarraſſed with any 
care that could divert him from oppoſing his pro- 
greſs. But at this time, the' two competitors, 
though they received early accounts of the arrival 
and violent proceedings of the Spaniards, were ſo 
intent upon the operations of a war, which they 
deemed more intereſting, that they paid no atten- 
tion to the motions of an enemy, too inconſidera- 
ble in number to excite any great alarm, and to 
whoſe carcer it would be eaſy, as they imagined, 

to give a check, when more at leiſure. 

He avails By this fortunate coincidence of events, where- 
himſett ofity of Pizarro could have no foreſight, and of which, 
ces. from his defective mode of. intercourſe with the 
people of the country, he remained long 1gnorant, 
he was permitted to carry on his operations un- 
moleſted, and advanced. to the: centre of a. great 
empire before one effort of its power was exerted 
to ſtop. its progreſs. During their progreſs, the 
' Spaniards had acquired ſome imperfe& knowledge 
of this ſtruggle between the two contending fac- 
72 tions. 


* Zarate, lib. i. c. 15. Vega, 1. lib. ix. c. 12. and 32— 
40. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. i. c. 2. lib. iii. c. 17. 
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ſpe&-to it, they received from ſome meſſengers 
whom Huaſcar ſent to Pizarro, in order to ſolicit 
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VI. 


his aid againſt Atahualpa, whom he repreſented as 537 


z rebel and an uſurper*. Pizarro perceived at 
once the importance of this intelligence, and fore- 
{aw ſo clearly all the advantages which might be 
derived from this divided ſtate of the kingdom 
which he had invaded, that, without waiting for 
the reinforcement which he expected from Pana- 
ma, he determined to puſh forward, while inteſ- 
tine diſcord put it out of the power of the Peruvians 
to attack him with their whole force, and while, 


by taking part, as circumſtances ſhould incline 


him, with one of the competitors, he might be 
enabled with greater eaſe to cruſh both. Enter- 


priſing as the. Spaniards of that age were in all 


their operations againſt Americans, and diftin- 
guiſhed as Pizarro was among his countrymen for 
daring courage, we can hardly ſuppoſe, that aſter 
having proceeded hither ſlowly, and with much 
caution, he would have. changed at once his ſyſ- 
tem of operation, and have ventured upon a mea- 
ſure ſo hazardous, without ſome new motive or 
proſpect to Juſtify it. | 


defend a ſtation of equal importance as a place of 
retreat in caſe of any diſaſter, and as a port for 
receiving any ſupplies which ſhould. come from 
Panama, he began his march with a very ſlender 
and ill. accoutred train of followers. They con- 
liſted of ſixty· two horſemen , and a hundred and 
two foot ſoldiers, of whom twenty were armed 
with croſs-bows, and three with muſkets. He di- 
rected his courſe towards Caxamalca, a ſmall town 


ak 


* Zarate, lib. ii. c. 3. + See NOTE XXXII, 


As he was obliged to divide his troops, in order State of h 
to leave a. garriſon in St. Michael, ſufficient to des. 
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BOOK at the diſtance of twelve days march from St, Mi, 


VI. chael, Where Atabualpa was encamped with a con. 
—T> ſiderable body of troops. Before he had proceeded 
532. far, an officer diſpirched by the Inca met him with 
a valuable preſent from that prince, accompanied 
with a profiler of his alliance, aud his aſſurances 
of a friendly reception at Caxamalea, Pizarro, 
according to the uſual artifice of his countrymen in 
America, pretended to come as the ambaſſadar of 
a very powerful monarch, and declared that he was 

now advancing with intention to offer Atahual 
his aid againſt thoſe enemies wha diſputed his title 
to the throne *. . | ps 
Ideas of the As the object of the Spaniards on entering their 
—— country was altogether incomprehenſible to the 
tbeirdefigns. Peruvians, they had formed various conjeRures 
concerning it, without being able to decide whe- 
ther they ſhould conſider their new gueſts ax 
beings of a ſuperior nature, who had viſited them 
from ſome beneficent motive, or as formidable 
avengers of their crimes, and enemies to their re- 
poſe and liberty. The continual profeſſions of 
the Spaniards, that they came to enlighten them 
with the knowledge of truth, and lead them in 
the way of happineſs, favoured the former opi- 
nion ; the outrages which they committed, their 
rapaciouſneſs and cruelty, were awful confirms 
tions of the latter, While in this ſtate of uncer- 
tainty, Pizarro's declaration of his pacific inten- 
tions ſo far removed all the Inca's fears, that 
he determined to give him a friendly recep- 
tion, In conſequence of this reſolution, the 
Spaniards were allowed to march in tranquillity 
acroſs the ſandy deſert between St. Michael 
and Motupe, where the moſt feeble efforts of 
an enemy, added to the unavoidable diſtreſſes 

which they ſuffered in paſſing through tha 

| | com- 

* Herrera, dec. v. lib. i. c. 3. Xeres, p. 189. 
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comfortleſs region, muſt have proved fatal to ; O O R 
them. From Montupe they advanced towards VI. 
the mopntains which encompaſs the low country - 
of Ferw, and paſſed through a defile ſo narrow and 1532. 


inacceſhble, that a few men might have defended 
it againſt a numerous army, But here likewiſe, 
from the ſame inconfiderate cregulity of the Inca, 
the Spauiards met with no een and took 

iet poſſeſſion of a fort exected for the ſecurity of 
> important ſtation. As they now approached 
near to Caxamalca, Atahualpa renewed his pro- 
feſſions of friendſhip; and as an evidence of 
his fincerity, ſent them preſents of greater va- 
le thay the former, 1 

On entering Caxamalca, Pizarro took poſſeſſion ace a 
of a large court, on oue ide of which was a houſe Caxamaka, 
which the Spaniſh hiſtorians call a palace of the 
Inca, and on the other a temple of the Sun, 
the whale ſurrounded with a ſtrong rampart or 
wall of earth. When he had poſted his troops in 
this advantageous ſtation, he diſpatched Hernando 
Soto, and his brother Ferdinand, to the camp of 
Atahualpa, which was about a league diſtant from 
the town, He inſtructed them to confirm the de- 
claration which he had formerly made of his pa- 
cific diſpoſition, and to defire an interview with 
the Inca, that he might explain more fully the in- 
tention of the Spaniards in viſiting his country, 
They were treated with all the reſpeQful hoſpi- 
tality uſual among the Peruvians in the reception 
of their moſt cordial friends, and Atahualpa pro- 
miſed to viſit the Spaniſh commander next day in 
his quarters. The decent deportment of the Peru- 
vian monarch, the order of his court, and the re- 
verence With which his ſubjects approached his 

; perſon 


* See NOTE XXXIIL 
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B00 k perſon and obeyed his commands, aſtoniſhed thoſe 
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Perfidious 
ſcheme of 
Pizarro, 
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Spaniards, who had never met in America with 
any thing more dignified than the petty cazique 
of a barbarous tribe. But their 2 were ſtill 
more powerfully attracted by the vaſt profuſion of 
wealth which they obſerved in the Inca's camp. 
The rich ornaments worn by bim and his attend- 
ants, the veſſels of gold and ſilver in which the re- 
paſt offered to them was ſerved up, the multitude of 
utenſils of every kind formed of thoſe precious 
metals, . proſpects far exceeding any idea of 
opulence that a European of the ſixteenth century 
could form. / | 


On their return to Caxamalca, while their minds 


= 


were yet warm with admiration and defire of the 1 
wealth which they had beheld, they gave ſuch a pe 
deſcription of it to their countrymen, as confirmed W 
Pizarro in a reſolution which he had already E. 
taken. From his own obſervation of American be 
manners during his long ſervice in the New World, Di: 
as well as from the advantages which Cortes had fo! 
derived from - ſeizing Montezuma, he knew of of 
what conſequence 1t was to have the Inca in his di 
power, For this purpoſe, he formed a plan as of 
daring as it was perfidious. Notwithſtanding the ap} 
character he had aſſumed of an ambaſlador from a me 

owerful monarch, who courted an alliance with the 
the Inca, and in violation of the repeated offers thr 
which he had made to him of his own friendſhip col 
and aſſiſtancc, he determined to avail himſelf of inc 
the unſuſpicious ſimplicity with which Atahualpa cr 
relied on his profeſſions, and to ſeize his perſon ant! 
during the interview to which he had invited him. con 
He prepared for the execution of his ſcheme with Hoff 
the ſame deliberate arrangement, and with as and 
little compunction, as if it had reflected no diſ. WM inc 


grace on himſelf or his country. He W 
* 6 cs 
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his cavalry into three ſmall ſquadrons; under the BOOK 
command of his brother Ferdinand, Soto, and VI. 
Benalcazar; his infantry was formed in one body, 
except twenty of moſt tried courage, whom he 532. 
kept near his own perſon to ſupport him in the dan- 

gerous ſervice which he reſerved for himſelf; the 
artillery, conſiſting of two field pieces“, and t he 

eroſs- bowmen, were placed oppoſite to the avenue 

by which Atahualpa was to approach. All were 
commanded to keep within the ſquare, and not to 

move until the fignal for action was given. 

EARL in the morning the Peruvian camp was Nov. 16. 
all in motion. But as Atahualpa was ſolicitous to Viſited by 
appear with the greateſt ſplendour and magnificence 
in his firſt interview with the ſtrangers, the pre- 
parations for this were ſo tedious, that the day 
was far advanced before he began his march. 

Even then, leſt the order of the proceſſion ſhould 
be deranged, he moved fo ſlowly, that the Spa- 
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: niards became impatient and apprehenſive that * 

] ſome ſuſpicion of their intention might be the cauſe # | 
f of this delay. In order to remove this, Pizarro 1 
$ diſpatched one of his officers with freſh aſſurances 


$ of his friendly diſpoſition. At length the Inca 
e approached. Firſt of all appeared four hundred 
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a men, in an uniform dreſs, as harbingers to clear 
h the way before him. He himſelf, fitting on a 
8 throne or couch, adorned with plumes of various 
P colours, and almoſt covered with plates of gold 
Wi and filver, enriched with precious ſtones, was 
A carried on the ſhoulders of his principal attend- 
n ants, Behind him came ſome chief oihcers of his 
n. court, carried in the ſame manner. Several bands 
h of fingers and dancers accompanied this cayalcade ; 
25 Wi 42d the whole plain was covered with troops, 
O amounting to more than thirty thouſand men. 
, | As 
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As-the Inca drew near the Spaniſh quarters, fa- 
ther Vincent Valverde, chaplain» to the expedi- 
tion, advanced with a crucifix. in one hand, and 
a breviary in the other, and in a long diſcourſe 


rer. explained to him the doctrine of the creation, the 


fall of Adam; the incarnation, the ſufferings and 
reſurrection of Jeſus' Chriſt, the appointment of 
St. Peter as God's vicegerent on earth, the tranſ. 
miſſion of his apoſtolic power by ſueceſſion to the 

pes, the donation made to the king of Caſtile 
* pope Alexander of all the regions in the New 

orld. In conſequence. of all this, he required 
Atahualpa to embrace the Chriſtian faith; to ac- 
knowledge the ſupreme juriſdiction» of the pope, 
and to ſuhmit to the king of Caſtile as his lawful 
ſovereign; promiſing, if he complicd inſtant] 
with this requiſition, that the Caſtilian 8 
would protect his dominions; and permit him 
to continue in the exerciſe of his royal autho- 
rity ; but if he ſhould impiouſly refuſe to obey 
this ſummons, he denounced war againſt him 
in his maſter's name, and threatened him with 
the moſt dreadful effects of his vengeance. 

Tr1s ſtrange harangue, unfolding deep myſte- 
ries; and alluding to unknown facts, of which no 
power of eloquence could have conveyed at once 
a diſtin& idea to an American, was ſo lamely 
tranſlated! by an unſkilful interpreter, little ac- 
quainted with the idiom of the Spaniſh tongue, and 
incapable of expreſſing himſelf with propriety in 
the language of the Inca, that its general tenor 
was altogether incomprehenfible to Atahualpa. 
Some parts in it, of more obvious meaning, filled 
him with aſtoniſnment and indignation. His re- 
ply, however, was temperate. He began with 
obſerving, that he was lord of the dominions over 
which he reigned by hereditary ſucceſſion; and 
added, that he could not conceive how a _ 

prie 
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cieſt ſhould pretend to diſpoſe of territories which ; OO x 
id not belong to him; that if ſuch a prepoſterous. VI. 
rant had been made, he, who was the rightful yr 
ofſeſſor, refuſed to confirm it; that. he had: no in- 153% 
ination to renounce the religious inſtitutions eſta- 
liſhed by his anceſtors ; nor would he forſake the 
mice of the Sun, the immortal divinity. whom he. 
d his people revered, in order to worſhip the 
od of the Spaniards, who was ſubject to death; 
at with reſpect to other matters contained in his 
courſe, as he had never heard of them before, 
xd did not now underſtand their meaning, he de- 
ed to know where he had learned things ſo ex- 
nordinary. In this book,” anſwered Valverde, 
aching out to him his breviary. The Inca 4 
eagerly, and turning over the leaves, lifted it to 
sear: This,“ ſays he, is filent;. it tells me 
ching; and threw it with diſdain to the ground. 
e enraged monk, running towards his country- 
n, cried out, © To arms, Chriſtians, to arms; 
e word of God is inſulted ; avenge this profana- 
n on thoſe impious dogs | 
PizARRO, Who, during this long conference, Pizarro at- 
d with difficulty reſtrained his ſoldiers, eager tothe 
the rich ſpoils of which they had now ſo near | 
view, immediately gave the fignal of aſſault. 
once the martial muſic ſtruck up, the cannon and 
lets began to fire, the horſe ſallied out:fiercel y- 
the charge, the; infantry. ruſhed: on ſword in 
id. The Peruvians, aſtoniſhed at the: ſudden- 
s of an attack which they did not: expect, and. 
mayed with the deſtructive effects of the: fire. 
ls, and the irrefiſtible imprefion. of the cavalry; 
with univerſal | conſternation. on every fide;; 
bout attempting either to annoy: the enemy; or: 
lefend themſelves. Pizarro, at the head of his 
| | choſen 


* See NOTE. XXXIV. 
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B O O Kchoſen band, advanced directly towards the Inca. 
VI. and though his nobles erowded around him wit, 
To aofficious zeal, and fell in numbers at his feet, while 
1532. they vied one with another in ſacrificing their own 
lives, that they might cover the facred perſon of 
their ſovereign, the Spaniards ſoon penetrated 90 
and fcizes the royal ſeat ; and Pizarro ſeizing the Inca by the 
arm, dragged him to the ground, and carried him 
as 4 priſoner to his quarters. The fate of the mo- 
narch increaſed the pretipitate flight of his fol. 
lowers.” The Spaniards purſucd them towards 
eye ry quarter, and with deliberate and unrelenting 
barbarity continued to ſlaughter wretehed fugitives, 
who never once offered at reſiſtanee. The carnage 
did not ceaſe until the cloſe of day. Above four 
thouſand Peruvians were killed. Not a fingle 
Spaniard fell, nor was one wounded but Pizarro 
himſelf, whoſe hand was ſlightly hurt by one of 
his own ſoldiers, while ſtruggling- eagerly to lay 

hold on the inen 
Tux plunder of the field was rich beyond any 
idea which the Spaniards had yet formed concern- 
ing the wealth of Peru; and they were ſo trau. 
ported with the value of the acquiſition, as well a 
the greatneſs of their ſucceſs, that they paſſed the 
night in the extravagant exultation natural to indi 
gent adventurers on ſuch an extraordinary change 
of fortune. N 9 
pejection of AT firſt the captive monarch could hardly be 
the Inca, Iieve a calamity which he ſo little expected to be 
real. But he ſoon felt all the miſery of his fate 
and the dejection into which he ſunk, was in pi 
portion to the height of grandeur from which he 
bad fallen. Pizarro, afraid of loſing all the adval 
tages which he hoped to derive from the poſſeſſi 
of ſuch a priſoner, laboured to conſole 1 
5 3 N | WI 
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„Ste NOTE XXXV. 


2; WF yith profeſſions of kindneſs and reſpect, that cor-BO OK 
th Wl reſponded ill with his actions. By refiding among VI. 

ile the Spaniards, the Inca quickly diſcovered their 
vn wing paſſion, which, in they were no-wiſe 1532. 
of WF olicitous to conceal, and by applying to that, made 
to an attempt to recover his liberty. He offered as His fer of | 


- 


be WY + ranſom what aſtoniſhed the Spaniards, even af. 
im ter all they now knew coneerning the opulence of 

10- his kingdom. The apartment in which he was 
ol- confined was twenty-two feet in length and fixt 

din breadth; he undertooł to fill it with veſſels o 

ag gold as high as he could reach. Pizarro cloſed 

es cagerly with this tempting propoſal, and a line 

ge was drawn upon the walls of the chamber, to mark 

% the ſtipulated height to which the treaſure was to 

4 3, 33; AN IO TEEN e 

[T0 ATAHUALP A, tranſported with having obtained 
ſome proſpect of liberty, took meaſures inſtantly 
for fulfilling his part of the agreement, by ſending 
meſſengers to Cuzco, Quito, and other places, 
where gold had been amaſled in largeſt quantities, 
either * adorning the temples of their gods, or 
the houſes of the Inca, to bring what was neceſfary 
for completing: his ranſom directly to Caxamalca. 
Though Atahualpa was now in the cuſtody of his 
enemies, yet ſo much were the Peruvians accul- 
omed to reſpect every mandate iſſued by their ſo- 
vereign, that his arders were executed with the 
greateſt alacrity. Soothed with hopes of recover- 
ing his liberty. by this means, the ſubjects of the 
Inca were afraid of endangering his lite by form- 
ing any other ſcheme for his relief; and though 
the force of the empire was ſtill entire, no pre- 
parations were made, and no army aſſembled, to 
avenge their own wrongs or thoſe of their mo- 
narch#, N 

Voi N Tur 


Kerez, 205. 
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BOOK The Spaniards remained in Caxamalca tranquil 

VI. andunmoleſted. Small detachments of their num. 

ber marched into remote provinces of the empire, 

. and inſtead of meeting with any oppoſition, were 

ards * every where received with marks of the moſt ſub- 
different miſſive reſpeR*. - : | . 

INN  INcONSIDEKABLE as thoſe parties were, and 

arrives with defirous as Pizarro might be to obtain ſome know. 

a reinforce- ledge of the interior ſtate of the country, he could 

went. not have ventured upon any dimunition of his main 

December. body, if he had not about this time received an 

account of Almagro's having landed at St. Michael 

with fuch reinforcement as would almoſt double 

the number of his followers . The arrival of this 

long- expected ſuecour was not more agreeable to 

the Spaniards, than alarming to the Inca. He ſaw 

the power of his enemies increaſe; and as he 

knew neither the ſource whence they derived their 

ſupplies, nor the means by which they were con- 

veyed to Peru, he could not foreſee to what a 

height the inundation that poured in upon his do- 

1533 minions might riſe. While diſquieted with ſuch 

mHuatcar Pat apprehenſions, he learned, that ſome Spaniards, 

in their way to Cuzco, had viſited his brother 

Huaſcar in the place where he kept him confined, 

and that the captive prince had repreſented to them 

the juſtice of his own cauſe, aud as an inducement 

to eſpouſe it, had promiſed them a quantity of trea- 

ſure vaſtly exceeding what he had engaged to pay 

for his ranſom. If the Spaniards ſhould liſten to 

this propoſal, he perceived his own deſtruction to 

be inevitable ; and ſuſpeRing that their inſatiable 

thirſt for gold would tempt them to lend a favour- 

able ear to it, he determined to ſacrifice his bro- 

ther's life, that he might ſave his own ; * 

ö orders 


* See NOTE XXXVI. KXeres, 204. Herrera, dec. 
g. bib. Ub 1; 45: -- - 
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orders for this purpoſe were executed, like all his B O O k 


other eommands, with ſcrupulous punctuality *. 


MEANWHI Tx, Indians daily arrived at Caxa- - 
malca from different parts of the kingdom, loaded 1533. 


with treaſure. - A great part of the ſtipulated quan- 


Spaniards, that the only thing which prevented 
the whole from being brought in, was the re- 
moteneſs of the provinces where it was depoſited. 
But ſueh vaſt piles of gold, preſented continually 
to the view of needy ſoldiers, had ſo inflamed their 
avarice, that it was impoſſible any longer to re- 
ſtrain their impatience to obtain poſſeſſion of this 
rieh booty. Orders were given for melting down 
the whole, except ſome pieces of curious fabric, 
reſerved as a preſent for the emperor. After ſet- 
ting apart the fifth due to the crown, and a hundred 
thouſand peſos as a donative to the ſoldiers which 
arrived with Almagro, there remained one million 
five hundred and twenty-eight thouſand five hun- 
dred peſos to Pizarro and his followers. The feſ- 
tival of St. James; the patron ſaint of Spain, was 
the day choſen for the partition of this vaſt ſum ; 
and the manner of conducting it ſtrongly marks 
that ſtrange alliance of fanaticiſm with avarice, 
which I have more than once had occaſion to point 
out as a ſtriking feature in the character of the 
conquerorsof the New: World. Though aſſembled 
to divide the ſpoils of an innocent people, pro- 


cured by deceit, extortion, and eruelty, the tranſ- 


action began with a ſolemn invocation of the name 
of God, as if they could have expected the gui- 
dance of Heaven in diſtributing thoſe wages of 
iniquity. In this diviſion above eight thouſand 


peſos, at that time not inferior in value to as many 


N 2 pounds 


* Zarate, lib. ii. c. 6. Gomara Hiſt. c. 115. Herrera, dec. 
5. lib. iii. c. 2. 7 Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iii. c. 3. 


| ards make 
tity was now amaſſed, and Atahualpa affured the divifienof 7 
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1177 K pounds ſterling in the preſent century, fell to the 
ſhare of each horſeman, and half chat ſum to each 
D foot ſoldier. Pizarro himſelf, and his offieers 
1533. received dividends 9410 HP the Annie of 
their rankxk 
The efe@ THERE is no in hiſtory. of ſuch a fud- 
"_ den acquiſition of wealth by rc; ee : ſervice, nor 
was ever a ſum ſo divided among ſo ſmall a 
number of ſoldiers. Many of them having re- 
ecived a recompence for their fervices far beyond 
their moſt ſanguine hopes, were ſo impatient to 
retire from fatigue and danger in order to ſpend 
the remainder of their days in-their native coun- 
try, in caſe and opulence, that they demanded 
their diſcharge with elamorous importunity. Pi- 
zarro, fenfible that from ſuch men he could expect 
neither enterpriſe in action nor fortitude in ſuffer- 
ing, and perſuaded that wherever they went, the 
difplay of their niches would allure adventurers, 
leſs opulent, but more hardy, to his ſtandard, 
granted their ſuit without reluctance, and permit- 
ted above fixty of them to accompany his brother 
Ferdinand, whom he fent to Spain with an account 
of his ſucceſs, and the preſent deſtined for the em- 

ror *. 
The Ince The Spaniards having Aline wem the 
liberty in us treaſure amaſſed for the Inca's ranſom, he inſiſted 
nin. with them to fulfil their promiſe of ſetting him at 
** But nothing was farther from Pizarro's 
3. wi During his long ſervice in the New 
Wand. he had. imbibed thoſe ideas and maxims of 
his fellow-ſotdiers, which led them to confider its 
inhabitants as an inferior race, neither worthy of 
the name, nor intitled to the rights of men. In 
his compact with Atahualpa, he had no other ob- 
ject than to amuſe his: * with ſuch a proſ- 


| ou 
® Hibs, 4 dee. 5. Ib. iii. c. 4. Whip. 2. lib. i. c. 38. 
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pet of recovering his liberty, as might induce him BO OR 
do lend all the aid of his authority towards collect- VI. 
pg the wealth of his kingdom. Having now ac- - 
compliſhed this, he no longer regarded his faith; 1533. 
and at the very time when the eredulous prince 
hoped to be replaced on his throne, he had ſec ret- 
ly reſolved to bereave him of lite. Many cir- 
eumſtances ſeem to have concurred in prompting 
him to this action, the moſt criminal and attrocious 
that ſtains the Spaniſh name, amidſt all the deeds 
of violence committed in carrying on the conqueſt 
of the New World, , - 
Tuouon Pizarro had ſeized the Inca, in imita- l nde 
tion of Cortes's conduct towards the Mexican mo- Spaniards 
narch, he did not poſſeſs talents for carrying on — wanage 
the ſame artful plan of policy, Deſtitute of te 
temper and addreſs requiſite for gaining the confi- 
dence of his priſoner, he never reaped all the ad- 
vantages which might have been derived from be- 
ing maſter of -his perſon and authority, Atahual- 
pa, was, indeed, a prince of greater abilities and 
diſcernment than Montezuma, and ſeems to have 
penetrated more thoroughly into the character and 
intentions of the Spaniards, Mutual ſuſpicion and 
diſtruſt accordingly. took place between them, 
The ſtrict attention with whieh it was neceſlary to 
guard a captive of ſuch importance, greatly increaſed 
the fatigue of military duty, The utility of keep- 
ing him appeared - ; and Pizarro felt 
him as an incumbrance, from which he wiſhed to 
be delivered „ ; 
Aruedno and his followers had made a de. ,, 
mand of an equal ſhare in the Inca's ranſom ; and and his fol- 
though Pizarro had beſtowed upon the private men ange 
the large gratuity which I have mentioned, and lite. 
endeavoured to ſooth their leader by preſents of 


_ great 


— 


* Herrera, dec. 5. lib. 3. c. 4. 
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BO O K great value, they ſtill continued diſſatisſied. They 
VI. were apprehenſive, that as long as Atahualpa re- 
mained a priſoner, Pizarro's ſoldiers would apply 
3533. whatever treaſure ſhould be acquired, to make up 
what was wanting of the quantity ſtipulated for 
his ranſom, and under that pretext exclude them 
from any part of it. They inſiſted eagerly on put- 
ting the Inca to death, that all the adventurers in 

Peru might thereafter be on an equal footing *®. 
Matives' Piz ARRO bimfelf began to be alarmed with ac- 
duced Pl. counts of forces aſſembling in the remote provinces 
 Zarrow con- of the empire and ſuſpected Atahualpa of having 
5 iſſued orders for that purpoſe. Theſe fears and 
ſuſpicions were artfully increaſed by Philippillo, 
one of the Indians whom Pizarro had carried off 
from Tumbez in the year one thouſand five hundred 
and twenty, and whom he employed as an inter- 
preter. The function which he performed ad- 


mitting this man to familiar intercourſe with the 


captive monarch, he preſumed, notwithſtanding 
the meanneſs of his birth, to raiſe his affections to 
a Coya, or deſcendant of the Sun, one of Ata- 
hualpa's wives; and ſeeing no proſpect of grati- 
fying that paſſion during the life of the monarch, 
he endeavoured to fill the ears of the Spaniards 
with ſuch accounts of his ſecret deſigns and pre- 
parations, as might awaken their jealouſy and ex- 
cite them to cut him of ' © 5 225 
WIIII Almagro and his followers openly de- 
manded the life of the Inca, and Philippillo la- 
boured to ruin him by private machinations, that 
unhappy prince inadvertently contributed to haſten 
his own fate. During his confinement he had at- 
tached himſelf with peculiar affection to Ferdinand 


Pizarro 


* Zarate, lib. 2. c. 9. Vega, p. 2. lib. 1. c. 7. Herrera, 


dec. 5. lib. 3. c. 4. 
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Pizarro, and Hernando Soto; who, as they were B; O O k 

perſons of birth and education ſuperior to the rough VI. 

adventurers with whom they ſerved, were accuſ- 

tomed to behave with more decency, and attention 1533- 

to the captive monarch. Soothed with this reſpect 

from perſons of ſuch high rank, he dehchieck in 

their ſociety; but in the preſence of the governor 

he was uneaſy, and overawed. , 'This dread ſoon. 

came to be mingled with contempt, Among all 

the European arts, - what he admired moſt was that 

of reading and writing; and he long deliberated 

with himſelf, whether he ſhould regard it as a na- 

tural or acquired talent. In order to determine 

this, he deſired one of the ſoldiers, who guarded 

him, to write the name of God on the nail of his 

thumb, This he ſhewed ſucceſhvely to ſeveral 

Spaniards, aſking its meaning ; and to his amaze- 

ment, they all, without hefitation, returned the 

ſame anſwer. At length Pizarro entered ; and on 

preſenting it to him, he bluſhed, and with ſome 

con fuſion was obliged to acknowledge his igno- 

rance. From that moment, Atahualpa confidered 

him as a mean perſon, leſs inſtructed than his own 

ſoldiers; and he had not addreſs enough to con- 

ceal the ſentiments with which this diſcovery in- 

ſpired him, To be the object of a barbarian's ſcorn, 

not only martified the pride of Pizarro, but excited 

ſuch reſentment in his breaſt, as added force to all 

the other conſiderations which prompted him to put 

the Inca to death *, _ ; 2 

Bur in order to give ſome colour of juſtice to His tria 

this violent action, and that he himſelf might be 

exempted from ſtanding ſingly reſponſible for the 

commiſſion of it, Pizarro reſolved to try the Inca 

with all the formalities obſerved in the criminal 
courts 


y Herrera, dec, 5. lib. iii. c. 4. Vega, p. 1 1. lib. i. c. 38. 
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BO OKeourts of Spain. Pizarro himſelf; and Almagro, MW i 
VI with two alliſtants were appointed judges, with th 


full power to acquit or to condemn; an attorney. un 
1533- general was named to carry on the proſecution in le 
the king's name; counſellors were choſen to aſſiſt bi 

the priſoner in his defence; and clerks were or. ha 


dained to record the proceedings of court. Before at 
this ſtrange tribunal, a charge was exhibited til] gu 
more . It confiſted of various articles; that er 

Atahualpa, though a baſtard, had di ſpoſſeſſed the 
rightful owner of the throne, and ufurped the re- 
gal power; that he had put his brother and lawful 
Beten to death; that he was an idolatar, and 
had not only permitted, but commanded the offer. 
ing of human ſacrifices ; that he had a great num- 
ber of concubines; that ſince his imprifonment he 
had waſted and embezzled the royal treaſures, 
which now belonged of right to the conquerors; 
that he had incited his ſubjects to take arms againſt 
the Spaniards. On theſe heads of accuſation, ſome 
of which are fo ludicrous, others ſo abſurd, that 
the effrontery of Pizarro, in making them the 
foundation of a ſerious procedure, is not leſs ſur- 
priſing than his juſtice, did the court go on to 
try the ſovereign of a great empire, over whom it 
had no juriſdiction, With refpe& to each of the 
articles, witneſſes were examined ; but as they de- 
livered their evidence in their native tongue, Phi- 
lippillo had it in his power to give their words 
whatever turn beſt ſuited his malevolent intentions. 
To judges predetermined in their opinion, this evi- 
He is con- dence appeared ſufficient. They pronounced Ata- 
demned. Hyalpa guilty, and condemned him to be burnt 
alive. Friar Valverde proftituted the authority of 
his ſacred function to confirm this ſentence, and by 
his ſignature warranted it to be juſt. Aſtoniſhed at 
his fate, Atahualpa endeavoured to avert it by his 
tears, by promiſes, and by entreaties, that N 
| 72 | might 
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night be ſent to Spain, where a monarch would be p O OR 
the arbiter of his lot. But pity never touched the VI. 
unfeeling heart of Pizarro. He ordered him to be www 
led inftantly to execution; and what added to the 1533 · 
pitterneſs of his laſt moments, the ſame monk wha 

had juſt ratified his doom, offered to conſole, and 
attempted to convert him. The moſt powerful ar- 

gument Valverde employed to prevail with him to 
embrace the Chriſtian faith, was a promiſe of a 
mitigation in his puniſhment. The dread of a 

eruel death extorted from the trembling victim a 

deſire af receiving baptiſm. The ceremony was and exe, 
performed ; and Atahualpa, inſtead of being burnt, . 
was ſtrangled at the take *, 

Haree1Ly for the credit of the Spaniſh nation, Several Spa- 
even among 'the profligate adventurers which it niards pro- 
ſent forth to conquer and deſolate the New World, c. *#** 
there were perſons who retained ſome tincture of 
the Caſtilian generoſity apd honour. Though, be- 
fore the trial of Atahualpa, Ferdinand Pizarro had 
ſet out for Spain, and Soto was ſent on a ſeparate 
command at a diſtance from Caxamalca, this odious 

tranſaction was not carried on without cenſure and 
| oppoſition, Several officers, and among thoſe ſome 
of the greateſt reputation and moſt reſpectable fa- 
| miles in the ſervice, not only remonſtrated, but 
WH proteſted againſt this meaſure of their general, as 
a diſgraceful to their country, as repugnant to every 
] maxim of equity, as a violation of public faith, 
and an uſurpation of juriſdiction over an in- 
dependent monarch, to which they had no title. 
But their endeavours were vain. Numbers, and 
the opinion of ſuch as held every thing to be 
lawful which they deemed advantageous, prevailed. 
Hiſtory 


| * Zarate, lib, ii. e. 7. Kere, p 233. Vega, p. 11. lib. 
l. c. 36, 37. Gomara Hiſt. c. 117, Herrera, dec. 5. hb, 
t Ul. c. 4. N | 
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B O OR Hiſtory, however, records even the unſucceſsful 


\ f Bay 
— — 
1533 


Diſſolution 
of govern. 
ment and 
prder in 
Peru. 


of the Spaniards, had not only deranged the order 
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exertions of virtue with applauſe ; and the Spaniſh 
writers, in relating events where the valour of their 
nation is more conſpicuous than its humanity, have 
not failed to preſerve the names of thoſe who made 
this laudable effort to ſave their country from the 
infamy of having perpetrated ſuch a crime *. 

ON the death of Atahpalpa, Pizarro inveſted 
one of his ſons with the enſigns of royalty, hoping 
that a young man without experience might prove 
a more paſſive inſtrument in his bands, than an am- 
bitious monarch, who had beep accuſtomed to in- 
dependent command. The people of Cuzco, and 
the adjacent country, acknowledged Manco Capac, 
a brother of Huaſcar, as Inca f. But neither pol. 
ſeſſed the authority which belonged to a ſovereign 
of Peru: The violent convulſions into which the 
empire had been thrown, firſt by the civil war be- 
tween the two brothers, and then by the invaſion 


of the Peruvian government, but almoſt diſſolved 
its frame. When they beheld their monarch a 
captive in the power of ſtrangers, and at laſt fuf- 
fering an ignominious death, the people in ſeveral 
provinces, as if the had been ſet free from every 
reſtraint of law and decency, broke out into the 
moſt lieentious exceſſes |. 80 many deſcendants 
of the Sun, after being treated with the utmoſt in- 
dignity, had been cut off by Atahualpa, that not 
only their influence in the ſtate diminiſhed with 
their number, but the aecuſtomed reverence for 
that ſacred race ſenſibly decreaſed. In conſe- 
quence of this ſtate of - things, ambitious men 

in 


* Vega, p. 11. lib. i. e. 37. Xerez, i. 235. Herrera, dec. 5 
lib. iii. c. 5. T Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 7. j Herrera, dec. 5 
lib. ii. c. 12. lib. iii. c. 5 | 
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different parts of the empire aſpired to in- BOOR 
xadent authority, and ufurped juriſdiftion to VI. 
dich they bad no title. The general who com- 
:nded for Atahualpa in Quito, ſeized the brother 1533. 

d children of his maſter, put them to a cruel 

ath, and diſclaiming any connection with either 

ca, endeavoured to eſtabliſh a ſeparate kingdom 

r himſelf“ . | 
Tas Spaniards, with pleaſure, beheld the ſpirit Pizarro ad- 
diſcord diffuſing itſelf, and the vigour of go+ Guo. 
mment relaxing among the Peruvians. They | 


d {Wofidered thoſe diforders as ſymptoms of a ſtate 
« Wilcoing towards its diflolution. Pizarro no long- 
# Wh bcfitated to advance towards Cuzco, and he had 
zn ceived ſuch conſiderable reinforcements that he 


uld venture, with little danger, to penetrate fo 
into the interior part of the country. The ac- 
unt of the wealth acquired at Caxamalca, ope- 
ted as he had foreſeen. No ſooner did his bro- 
r. Ferdinand, with the officers and ſoldiers, to 
bom he bad given their diſcharge after the parti- 


uf. n of the Inca's ranſoin, arrive at Panama, and 
ra] play their riches in the view of their aſtoniſhed 
ery untrymeu, than fame ſpread the account with 


h exaggeration through all the Spaniſh ſettle- 
nts on the South ſea, that the governors of Gua- 
bala, Panama, and Nicaragua, could hardly re- 
un the people under their juriſdiction, from 
andoning their poſſeſſions, and crowding to that 
erhauſtible ſource of wealth which ſeemed to be 
ened in Peru f. In ſpite of every check and re- 
ation, ſuch numbers reſorted thither, that Pi- 
ro began his march at the head of five hundred 
men, 


Zarate, lib. i. c. 8. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 3, 4. 
Comara Hiſt. c. 125. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii, c. 1. Her- 
4 dec. 5. Üb. iii. c. 5. | 
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peruvians had aſſembled ſome large bodies of too 
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quered by 
Benalcazar. 
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Michael, under the command of Benalcazar. I 


to oppoſe his progreſs, Several fierce encounte 
happened. But they termigated, like all the x 
tions in America; a few Spaniards were killed 
wounded ; the natives were put to flight with i 
credible flaughter. At length Pizarro forced hi 
way to Cuzco, and took quiet polleſſion of that c 
pital. The riches found there, even after all th 
the patives had carried off and * concealed, eiths 
from a ſuperſtitious veneration for the ornament 
of their temples, or out of hatred for their raj 
cious conquerors, exceeded in value what hat 
been received as Atahualpa's ranſom, But as tly 
Spaniards. were now accuſtomed to the wealth a 
the country, and it came to be parcelled out among 
a greater number of adventurers, this dividen 
did pot excite the ſame ſurpriſe either from nc 
velty, or the largeneſs of the ſum that fell to th 
ſhare of each individual “. | | 
DuxiNG the march to Cuzco, the ſon of At 
hualpa whom Pizarro treated as Inca, died, and 
the Spaniards ſubſtituted no perſon in his plac 
the title of Manco Capac ſeems to have been utk 

verſally recognized f. 
Wu his fellow-ſoldiers were thus employed 
Benalcazar, governor of St. Michael, an able aul 
enterpriſing officer, was aſhamed of remaining i 
active, and impatient to have his name diſtu: 
guiſhed among the diſcoverers and conquerors d 
the New World. The ſcaſonable arrival of! 
freſh body of recruits from Panama and Nicats 
ua, put it in his power to gratify this palho! 
aving a ſufficient force to protect the infant {et- 
tlement 2 


* See NOTE XXXVII I Herrera, dec. 5. lib. v. c.? 
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nent entruſted to his care, he placed himſelf g; 6 © K 
the head of the reſt, and ſet out to attempt the VI. 
ion of Quito, where according to the re 
of the natives, Atahualpa had left the greateft 1833. 
n of his tteaſure. Notwithſtanding the vaſt 

lance of that city from St. Michael, the diffi- 

y of marching through a mountainous coun- 
covered with woods, and the frequent and 
re. attacks of the beſt troops in Peru, com- 
dec by a Gkilful leader, the valour, ; good cons 
, and perſeverance of Benalcazar ſurmounted 
ry obſtacle, and he entered Quito with his vie · 
ous troops. But they met with a eruel mortift- 
jon there. The natives, now acquainted, to 
ir ſorrow, with the predominant paſhon of their 
ders, and knowing how to diſappoint it, had 
ried off all thoſe treaſures, the proſpect of which 
| prompted- them to undertake this arduous ex- 
ition, and bad fupported them under all the 
gers and hardſhips wherewith they had to ſtrug- 
in carrying it on *. clean; . N 
BENALCAZAR was not the only Spaniſh leader Alvarado's 
o attacked the kingdom of Qyito. The fame 
is riches attr a more powerful enemy. 

iro de Alvarado, who had diſtinguiſhed him- 

ſo emmently in the conqueſt of Mexico, hav- 

| obtained the government of Guatimala as a 


ompence for his valour, ſoon became diſguſted 

a a life of uniform tranquillity, and longed to 
in engaged in the buſtle of military fervice. 
e slory and wealth acquired by the conquerors 
obern heightened this paſſion, and gave it a de- 
xr ned direction. Believing, or pretending to 
non ere, that the kingdom of Quito did not he 


within 


Zarate, lib. ii. c. 9. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 9. Her- 
dec. 5. lib, iv. c. IT, 12. lib. v. c. 2, 3. lib. vi. c. 3. 
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BO O K Within the limits of the province allotted to 
VI. 'Zarro;/ he reſolved to invade it. The high rep 
 wTre tation of the commander allured volunteers fr, 
153 every quarter. He (embarked with five hunde 
men, of whom above two hundred were of fue 
diſtintion as to ſerve on horſeback. He laude 

at Puerto Viejo, and without ſufficient knowledy 

of the country, or proper guides to conduct hig 
attempted to march directly to Quito, by followir 

the courſe of the river Guayquil, and eroſſing t 

ridge of the Andes towards its head. But in th 

route, one of the moſt impractioable in all Am 

riea, his troops endared ſuch fatigue in forcir 

their way through foreſts and marſhes on the la 

grounds, and ſuffered ſo much from exceſſive co 

when they began to aſcend the mountains, th 

before they reached the plain of Quito, a fiſt 

part of the men and half of their horſes diet 

and the reſt were ſo much diſpirited and worn a 

as to be almoſt unfit. for ſervice*. There the 

met with a body, not of Indians, but of Span 

ards, drawn up in hoſtile array againſt ther 
Pizarro, having received an account of Aly 
.do's armament, had detached Almagro with fon 
troops to oppoſe this formidable invader of 
Juriſdiction ; and theſe were joined by Beni 
zar and his victorious party. Alvarado, thoug 
ſurpriſed at the fight of enemies whom he d 
not expect, advanced boldly to the charge. 
by the interpoſition of ſome moderate men 
each party, an amicable accommodation to 
place; and the fatal period, when Spaniat 
ſuſpended their conqueſts to embrue their han 
in the blood of their countrymen, was pollps 
ed a few years. Alvarado engaged to retum! 


* See NOTE XXXVIIL. 
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his government, upon Almagro's paying him a hun- ; O R 
dred thouſand peſos, to defray the expence of this VI. 
armament. Moſt of his followers remained in the 
country; and an expedition, which threatened 1534. 
pixarro and his colony with ruin, contributed to 
augment its ſtrength “. NA | 

By this time Ferdinand Pizarro had landed in Honours 
Spain. The immenſe quantities of gold and fil- Paare and 
ver which he imported f, filled the kingdom with Almagro. 
no leſs aſtoniſhment than they had excited in Pa- 
nama and the adjacent provinces, Pizarro was 
received by the emperor with the attention due to 
the bearer of a preſent ſo rich as to exceed any 
idea which the Spaniards had formed concern- 
ing the value of their acquifitions in America, 
even after they had been ten years maſters of Mex- 
ico. In recompence of his brother's ſervices, his 
authority was confirmed with new powers and pri- 
neges, and the addition of ſeventy leagues, ex- 
tending 'along the coaſt, to the ſouthward of the 
territory granted in his former patent. Almagro 
received the honours which he had ſo long defired. 
The title of Adelantado, or governor, was con- 
ferred upon him, with juriſdiction over two hun- 
dred leagues of a country, ſtretching beyond the 
luthern limits of the province allotted to Pizarro. 
Ferdinand himſelf did not go unrewarded. He 
was admitted into the military order of St. Jago, a 
diſtinction always acceptable to a-Spaniſh gentle- 
man; and ſoon ſet out on his return to Peru, ac- 
companied by many perſons of higher rank than 
had yet ſerved in that country f. 


SOME 


* Zarate, lib. 2. c. 10—13. Vega, p. It. lib. ii. c. 1, 2. 
„ &c. Gomara Hiſt. c. 126, &c. Remeſal. Hiſt. Guatimal. 
b. iti. c. 6. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 1, 2. 7, 8. 

See NOTE XXXIX. 1 Zarate, lib. iii. c. 3. Vega, 
p · Il, lib, ii. C. 19. Herrera, dec. LL lib. vi. Ce 13. 
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BOOK Sonx account of his negociations reached Per; 
| VI. before be arrived there himſelf. Almagro no ſoon- 
er learned that he had obtained the royal grant of 
1534: an independent government, than, pretending that 
difentionss Cuzce, the imperial reſidence of the Incas, lay 
between Pi- within its boundaries, he attempted to render him. 
Aimagro, ſelf maſter of that important ſtation. Juan and Gon. 
zalez Pizarro prepared to oppoſe him. Each of the 
contending parties was ſupported by powerful ad- 
herents, — the diſpute was on the point of being 
terminated by the ſword, when Francis Pizarro ar. 

rived in the capital. The reconciliation between 

him and Almagro had never been cordial, The 
treachery of Pizarro in engroſſing to himſelf all the 
honours and emohiments, which ought to have been 

divided with his aſſoeiate, was always preſent in 

both their thoughts: The one, conſcious of his own 

perfidy, did not expect forgiveneſs; the other, feel. 

ing that he had been deceived, was impatient to be 
avenged; and though avarice and ambition had in- 

duced them not only to diſſemble their ſentiments, 

but even to act in coneert while in purſuit of wealth 

and power, no ſooner did they obtain poſſeſſion of 

theſe, than the ſame paſhons which had formed this 
temporary union, gave rife to jealouſy and diſcord. 

To each of them was attached a ſmall band of inte- 

reſted dependents, who, with the malicious art pe- 

euliar to ſuch men, heightened their ſuſpicions, and 
magnified every appearance of offence, But wil 

all thoſe ſeeds of enmity in their minds, and thut 
aſſiduouſly cheriſhed, each was ſo thoroughly ac 
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quainted with the abilities and courage of his riv: ei 
that they equally dreaded the conſequences of g 
open rupture. The fortunate arrival of Pizarro ſc 
Cuzco, and the addreſs mingled with firmneſ 


which he manifeſted in his expoſtulations with A 
magro and his partizans, averted that evil for t. 


preſent. A new reconciliation took place; the cl 
artic 
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the conqueſt of Chili; and if he did not find in 


that province an eſtabliſhment adequate to his merit "To, 


and expectations, Pizarro, by way of indemnifi- 
cation, ſhould yield up to him a part of Peru. This 


new arrangement was confirmed with the ſame june 12. 


ſacred ſolemnities as their firſt contract, and ob- 
ſerved with as little fidelity “. SY. 


Soo after he concluded this important tranſ- Regulations 
of Pizarro. 


action, Pizarro marched back to the countries on 
the ſea coaſt; and as he now enjoyed an interval 
of tranquillity, undiſturbed by any enemy, either 
Spaniſh or Indian, he applied himſelf with that 
perſevering ardour, which diſtinguiſhes his cha- 


racer, to introduce a form of regular government, 


into the extenſive provinces ſubjeR to his authority. 
Though ill qualified by his education to enter into 
any diſquifition concerning the principles of civil 
policy, and little accuſtamed by his former habits 
of life to attend to its arrangements, his natural 
ſagacity ſupplied the want both of ſcience and ex- 
perience. He diſtributed the country into various 
diſtricts; he appointed proper magiſtrates to pre- 
ſide in each; and eſtabliſhed 1 regulations concern- 
ing the adminiſtration of juſtice, the collection of 
the royal revenue, the working of the mines, and 
the treatment of the Indians, extremely ſimple 
but well calculated to promote the public proſpe- 
rity. But though for the preſent he adapted his 


plan to the infant ſtate of his colony, his aſpiring 


He Foundation 
of Lima. 


mind looked forward to its future grandeur. 
conſidered himſelf as laying the foundation of a 
great empire, and deliberated long, and with much 
folicitude, in what place he ſhould fix the ſeat of 


government. Cuzco, the imperial city of the Incas, 


Vor. II. was 


* Zarate, lib. ii. e. 13. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 19. Benzo, 
lib. iii. c. 6. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vii. c. 8. 
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article of which was, that Almagro ſhould attempt B O O R 


VI. 


1534. 
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B O OK Was fituated in a corner of the empire, about four 

VI. hundred miles from the ſea, and much farther 

— from Quito, a province of whoſe value he had 

r534+ formed an high idea; No other ſettlement of the 

Peruvians was ſo confiderable as to merit the name 

of a town, or to allure the Spaniards to fix their 

rehdenee in it. But, in marching through the 

country, Pizarro had been ſtruek with the beauty 

and fertility of the valley of Rimae, one of thc 

moſt extenfive and beſt cultivated in Peru. There, 

en the banks of a ſmall river, of the ſame name 

with the vale which it waters and enriches, at the 

diſtance of fix miles from Callao, the moſt com- 

modious harbour in the Pacific Ocean, be founded 

a city which he deſtined to be the capital of his 

1535- government. He gave it the name of Ciudad de 
18. - . . 

los Reyes, either from the circumſtance of having 

laid the firſt ſtone, at that feafon when the church 

celebrates the feſtival of the Three Kings, or, as is 

more probable, in honour of juanna and: Charles, 

the ſovereigns of Caſtile. This name it ſtill retams 

among the Spaniards, in all legal and formal deeds; 

but it is better known to foreigners by that of Lima, 

a corruption of the ancient appellation of the valley, 

in which it is ſituated, Under his inſpection, the 

buildings advanced with ſuch rapidity that it ſoon 

aſſumed the form of a city, which, by a magnificent 

alace that he erected for himſelf, and by the 

ately bouſes built by ſeveral of his officers, gave, 

even in its infancy, ſome indication of its ſubſe- 

quent grandeur®. *F 

Almagroin-. In conſequence. of what had been agreed with 

Pizarro, Almagro- began his march towards Chili; 

and as he poſſeſſed in an eminent degree the vir- 

tues moſt admired by foldiers, boundleſs liberality 


and 


* Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 12. lib. vii. c. 13. Calancho 
Coronica, lib. 1. & 37. Barnucuo, Lima fundada, ii. 294. 
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and fearleſs courage, his ſtandard was followed BOOK 1 * 


by five hundred and ſeventy men, the greateſt 

body of Europeans that had hitherto been aſſem. rw 

bled in Peru. From impatience to finiſh the ex- 13335. 

pedition, or from that contempt of ' hardfhip and 

danger acquired by all the Spaniards who had 

ſerved long in America, Almagro, inſtead: of ad: 

vancing aloug the level country on the coaſt, choſe 

to march acroſs the mountains by a route that was 

ſhorter indeed, but almoſt impradtieable. In this 

attempt his troops were expoſed to every calammy 

which men can ſuffer, from fatigue, from famine, 

and from the rigour of the cliniate in thoſe 'elhevate 

ed regions of the torrid zone, where the de 

of cold is hardly inferior to what is felt wichin the 

polar circle. Many of them periſhed ; and the 

ſurvivors, when they deſcended into the fertite 

plains of Chili, had new difficutties to encountee. 

They found there a race of men very different 

from the people of Peru, intrepid, hardy, inde- 

pendent, and their bodily conſtitution, as well as 

vigour of ſpirit, nearly reſembling the warlike 

tribes in North America. Though filled with 

wonder at the firſt: appearance of the Spun iartls, 

and ſtill more aſtoniſhed at the operations of their 

cavalry and the effects of their fire- arms, the Chi. 

leſe ſoon revovered fo far from their ſurpriſe, as 
not only to defend themſelves with ohiſt uacy, but 

to attach their new enemies with MD determined 

fierteneſs than any American narion had hitherto ' 

diſcovered. The Spaniards, however corrrigued | 

do penetrate into the country, aud collected foine | 

conſiderable: quantities of gold; but were ſu fut ö 


1 


from thinking of making any ſeulemem amidiſt 
ſuch formidable neighbours; rhaty in ſpite of all 1 
the experience and valour of their leader, the We 
final iſſue of the expedition ſtill remained ex- 1 
tremely dubious, vo they, were recalled from 
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BO O kit by an unexpected revolution in Peru“. The 
VI. cauſes of this J ſnall endeavour to trace to their 

wT> ſource. SSL EM 3: 5 Eee . 
As So many adventurers had flocked to Peru from 
rection of every Spaniſh colony in America, and all with 
the Peru- fuch high expectations of aceumulating indepen- 
dient fortunes at once, that, to men poſſeſſed with 
notions ſo extravagant, any mention of acquiring 
wealth gradually, and by ſchemes of patient in- 
duſtry, would have been not only a diſappoint- 
ment, but an inſult. In order to find occupation 
for men who could not with ſafety be allowed to 
remain inactive, Pizarro encouraged ſome of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed. officers who had lately joined 
him, to invade different provinces of the empire, 
which the Spaniards had not hitherto viſited. Se- 
veral large bodies were formed for this purpole ; 
and. about the time that Almagro ſet out for Chili, 
they marched into remote diſtricts of the country. 
Its rife, No ſooner did Manco Capac, the Inca, obſerve 
| the inconſiderate ſecurity of the Spaniards in thus 
diſperſing their troops, and that only a handful 
of men remained in Cuzco; under Juan and Gon- 
zalez Pizarro, than he thought that the happy pe- 
riod was at length come for vindicating his own 
rights, avenging the wrongs of his country, and 
extirpating its oppreſſors. Though ſtrictly watch- 
ed by the Spaniards, who allowed him to refide 
in the palace of his anceſtors at Cuzco, he found 
means of communicating his ſcheme to- the per- 
ſons who were entruſted with the execution of it. 
Among people accuſtomed to revere their ſove- 
reign as a divinity, every hint of his will carries 
the authority of a. command; and they them- 
ſelves were now convinced, by the daily increaſe 
9 7 oY S „ ans in 


"I. j 


» Zarate, lib. iii. e. 1. Gomara Hiſt. c. 1 31. Vega, p. 
2. lib. ii. c. 20. Ovalle Hift. de Chile, lib. iv. c. 15, &- 
Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vii. c. 9. lb. x. c. 1, &c. 
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in the number of their invaders, that the fond B; O O R 


hopes which they had long entertained of their vo- 


VI. 


luntary departure were altogether vain, All per- E 
ceived that a vigorous effort of the whole nation 1535. 


was'requiſite to expel them, and the preparations 
for it were carried on with the ſecrecy and ſilence 
peculiar to Americans, 


ArTER ſome unſucceſsful attempts of the Inca and pro- 


to make his eſcape, Ferdinand Pizarro happening en, 


to arrive at that time in Cuzco, he obtained permiſ- 
hon from him to attend a great feſtival which was to 
be celebrated a few leagues from the capital. Un- 
der pretext of that ſolemnity, the great men of the 
empire were aſſembled. As ſoon as the Inca joined 


them, the ſtandard of war was erected; and in a 
ſhort time all the fighting men, from the confines of 


Quito to the frontier of Chili, were in arms. Man 
Spaniards, living ſecurely on the ſettlements allot- 


ted them, were maſſacred. Several detachments, 


as they marched careleſsly through a country which 


ſeemed to be tamely ſubmiſſive to their dominion, ' 


were cut off to a man. An army amounting (if we 
may believe the Spaniſh writers) to two hundred 
thouſand men, attacked Cuzco, which the three 
brothers endeavoured to defend withonly a hundred 
and ſeventy Spaniards, Another formidable body 
inveſted Lima, and kept the governor cloſely ſhut 
up. There was no longer any communication be- 
tween the two cities; the numerous forces of the 
Peruvians ſpreading over the country, intercepted 
every meſſenger; and as the parties in Cuzco and 
Lima were equally unacquainted with the fate of 
their countrymen, each boded the worſt concern- 
ing the other, and imagined that they themſelves 
were the only perſons who had ſurvived the general 
extinction of the Spaniſh name in Peru“. b 
| 8 T 
Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 28. Zarate, lib. iii. c. 3. Cieca de 
Leon, c. 82. Gomara Hiſt. c. 135. Herrera, dec. v. lib. viii. c. 53 
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Es was at Cuzeo, where the Inea commanded in 
perſon, that the Peruvians made their chief effort, 


During nine months they carried on the ſiege with 


meeffant ardbour, and in various forms; and tho? 


Cuzco. they diſplayrd not the ſame undaunted ferocity as 


the Mexican warriors, they conducted ſome of their 
operations in a manner which diſcover greater ſa. 
gaeity, and a genius more ſuſceptible of improve. 

ment in the military art. They not only obſerved 
the adyantages which the Spaniards derived from 
their diſeiphne and their weapons, but they endea- 
vouted to imitate the former, and turn the latter 
againft them. They armed a conſiderable body of 
their braveſt warriors with the ſwords, the ſpears, 
and bucklers, which they had taken from the Spa- 
aifh ſoldiers whom they had cut off in different 
parts of the country. Theſe they endeavoured to 
_ marſhal in that regular eompact order, to which 
experience had taught them that the Spaniards 
were indebted for their irreſiſtible force in action. 
Some appeared in the field with Spaniſh muſkets, 
bad acquired fkill and refolution enough to uſe 
n. A few of the boldeft, among whom was 
| the Inca himſelf, were mounted on the horſes which 
they had taken, and advanced briſkly to the charge 
Mke Spantth eavaliers, with their lances in the reſt. 
Tr was more by their numbers, however, than by 
. thoſe imperſect effays to imitate European arts, 


* 


* employ European arms, that the Peruvians 


the Spantards*. In ſpite of the valour, 
Heightened by deſpair, with which the three bro- 
thers defended Cuzco, Maneo Capac recovered 
poſſeſnon of one half of his eapital ; and before 
the Spaniards could drive him out of it, they loſt 
Juan Pizarro, the beſt beloved of all the brothers, 
together wih ſome other perſons of note. Worn 


out 


* See NOTE XL. 
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ont with the fatigue of inceflant duty, diſtreſſed 5 OK 
with want of proviſions, and defpairing of being VI. 
able any longer to reſiſt an enemy whoſe numbers 
daily encreaſed, the ſoldiers became impatient to 3 
abandon Cuzco, in hopes either of joining their 
countrymen, if any of them yet ſurvived, or of 
forcing their way to the fea, and finding ſome 
means of eſcaping from a country. which had been 
ſo fatal ro the Spaniſh name*. While they were 
brooding over thoſe deſponding thoughts, which 
their officers laboured in vain to diſpel, Alma- 
gro appeared ſuddenly in the neighbourhood of 
Cuzco, | | 

Tus accounts tranſmitted to Almagro concern- Arrival of 
ing the general inſurrection of the Peruvians, 80. 
were ſuch as would have induced him, without he- 
ſtation, to relinquiſh the conqueſt of Chili, and 
haſten to the aid of his countrymen. But in this and motives 
reſolution: he was confirmed by a motive leſs gene- ,, w 
rous, but more intereſting. By the ſame meſſenger 
who brought him intelligence of the Inca's revolt, 
he received the royal patent creating him governor 
of Chili, and defining the limits of his juriſdic- 
tion. Upon conſidering the tenor of it, be deemed 
it manifeſt beyond contradiQion, that Cuzco lay 
within the boundaries of his government, and he 
| was equally folicitous to prevent the Peruvians 
from recovering poſſeſſion of their capital, and to 
wreſt it out of the hands of the Pizarros. From 
impatience to accompliſh both, he ventured to re- 1 
turn by a new route; and in marching through 
the ſandy- 12 of the coaſt, he ſuffered, from 

4 drought, calamities of a new ſpeeies, 
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heat an 
hardly inferior to thoſe in which he had been in+ 
volved by cold and famine on the ſummits of the 
Andes. | EY 
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* Herrera, dec. 5. lib. viii. c. 4. 
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BOOK His arrival at Cuzco was in a critical moment. 
VI. The Spaniards and Peruvians fixed their eyes upon 
— him with equal ſolicitude. The former as he did 
1537- not: ſtudy to conceal his pretenſions, were at x 
74s opert- loſs: whether to welcome him as a deliverer, or 
to take precautions againſt himas an enemy. The 


latter knowing the points in conteſt between him 


and his countrymen, flattered themſelves that they 
had mare to hope than to dread from his operati- 
ons. Almagro bimſelf, unacquainted with the 
detail of the events which had. happened in his 
abſence, and ſolicitous to learn the preciſe poſture 
of affairs, advanced towards the capital flowly, 
and with great circumſpection. Various negoci. 
ations with both parties were ſet on foot. The 
Inca conducted them on his part with much ad, 
dreſs. At firſt he endeavoured to gain the friend. 
ſhip of Almagro ; and after many fruitleſs over. 
tures deſpairing of any cordial union with a Spa- 
niard, he attacked him by ſurpriſe with a nume. 
rous body of choſcn troops. But the Spaniſh 
diſcipline and valour maintained their wonted ſu- 
periority. The Peruvians were repulſed with ſuch 
laughter, that a great part of their army diſperſed, 
and Almagro proceeded to the gates of Cuzco 
without interruption. By 719% | 

Takes poſ- ' THE Pizarros, as they had no longer to make 

{eſmonof head againſt the Peruvians, directed all their at- 
tention towards their new enemy, and took mea- 
ſures to obſtruct his entry into the capital. Pru- 
dence, however reſtrained both parties for ſome 
time from turning their arms againſt one another, 
while ſurrounded by commen encmies, who would 
rejoice in the mutual ſlaughter. Different ſchemes 
of accommodation were propoſed. Each endea- 
voured to deceive the other, or to corrupt his fol- 
lowers. 


THE 
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gro gained many adherents of the Pizarros who 
were diſguſted with their harſh domineering man- 


* 


ners. Encouraged by this defection, he advanced #537: 
towards the city by night, ſurpriſed the centinels, . 


or was admitted by them, and inveſting the houſe 
where the two brothers reſided, compelled them, 
after an obſtinate defence, to ſurrender at diſcre- 
ton. Almagro's claim of juriſdiction over Cuzco 
was univerſally acknowledged, and a form of ad- 
miniſtration eſtabliſhed in his Name “. 


| 20 
Taz generous, open, affable temper of Alma- BOOK 


— mn 


1 


Io or three perſons only were killed in this Civil war 


and firſt ſuc. 


firſt act of civil hoſtility ; but it was ſoon followed f Al. 


by ſcenes more bloody. Francis Pizarro having magro. 


wiper ion the Peruvians who had inveſted Lima, 
an 

Hiſpaniola and Nicaragua, ordered five. hundred 
men, under the command of Alonſo de Alvarado, 
to march to Cuzco, in hopes of relieving his bro- 
thers, if they and their garriſon were not already 
cut off by the Peruvians. This body, which, in 
the infancy of the Spaniſh power in America, muſt 
be deemed a conſiderable es advanced near to 
the capital before they knew that they had an ene- 
my more formidable than Indians to encounter. 
It was with aſtoniſhment that they beheld their 
countrymen poſted on the banks of the river Aban- 
cay to oppoſe their progreſs. Almagro, however, 
wiſhed rather to gain than to cofiquer them, and 
by bribes and promiſes endeavoured to ſeduce 
their leader. The fidelity of Alvarado remained 
unſhaken ; but his talents for war were not equal ta 
bis virtue, Almagro amuſed him with various 
movements, of which he did not comprehend the 


meaning, while a large detachment of choſen ſol- juy 12. 


diers 


* Zarate, lib. iii. c. 4. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 29. 31. 
Gomara Hift. c. 134. Herrera, dec. 6, lib. ii. c. 1—5, 


received ſome conſiderable reinforcements from 
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B 00 k ders paſſed the river by night, fell upon his camy 


VI. by furprife; broke his troops before they had tine Where! 
ts form, and took him pri foner, together with his Mie a: 
1537. principal officers “. | e Cx 
but does not BY the fydden route of this body, the contef in 
— org between the two tivals muſt have been decided, if e d. 
| _ Almagro had known as well How to improve as on. 
tow to gain a victory. Rodrigo Orgognez, ap officer Wer! 

of great abilities, who having ſerved under the e 
conſtable Bourbon, when he led the imperial army th 

to Rome, bad been accuſtomed to bold and deci. as 

five counfels, adviſed him inftantly to iffuc orders Inf 

for putting to death Ferdmand and Gonzola Pizar. WM bo 

ros, Alvarado, and a few-other perſons whom he Wt ©: 

could not hope to gain, and to march directly with and 


is victorious troops to Lima, before the governor 

ad time to prepare for his defence. But Al. 
magro, though he diſcerned at once the utility of 
the counfel, and had courage to haye carricd it 
into execution, ſuffered himſelf to be influenced by 
ſeutiments unhke thoſe of a ſoldier of fortune 
grown old in ſervice, and by ſeruples which fuited 
not the chief of a party who had drawn his ſword 
in civil war, Feelings of humanity reſtraincd him 
from ſhedding the blood of his opponents, and the 
dread of heing deemed a rebel deterred him from 
entering a province which the king had allotted to 
another. Though he knew that arms muſt termi- 
nate the diſpute between him and Pizarro, and re- 
folved not to ſſun that mode of deciſion, yet, with 
a timid delicacy prepoſterous at fuch a juncture, he 
was ſo folicitous that his rival ſhould be confidered 
as the aggreſſor, that he marched quietly back to 
Cuzco to wait his approach f. 


® Zarate, lib. iii. c. 6. Gom. Hiſt. c. 138. Vega, P. 11: 
lib. ii. c. 33, 34. Herrera dec. 6. lib. ii. c. 9. 
Herrera, dec, 6. lib. ii. c. 10, 11. 
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reſting events that had happened near Cuzco. 
e capital, of the death of one brother, of 


e defeat of Alvarado, were brought to him 

once. Such a tide of misfortunes almoſt 
erwhelmed a ſpirit which had continued firm 
d erct under the rudeſt ſhocks of adverſity. 
t the neceſſity of attending to his own fake. 
as well as the defire. of revenge, preſerved 
m from ſinking under it. He took mecaſurcs 
r both with his wonted ſagacity. As he had 


ahderable ſupplies both af men and of mi- 
ary ſtores, it was no leſs his intercſt to gain 
e, and to avoid action, than it was that of 
Imagro to precipitate operations, and brin 

e conteſt to a ſpeedy iſſue. He had e 
arts which he had formerly practiſed with 
ceſs, and Almagro was again weak enough 
ſuffer himſelf to be amuſed with a proſpect 
terminating their differences by ſome ami- 
ble accommodation, By varying his overtures, 
d ſhifting his ground as often as it ſuited 
$ purpoſe, ſometimes ſecming to yield every 
nz that his rival could defire, and then re- 
ing all that he had granted, Pizarro dex- 
uſly protracted the negociation to ſuch a 
eth, that though every day was precious tg 
imagro, ſeveral months elapſed without com- 
7 to any final agreement. While the atten- 
n of Almagro, and the officers with whom 


ding the fraudulent intentions of the gover- 
Ir, Gonzalo Pizarro and Alvarado found means 
corrupt the ſoldiers to whoſe cuſtody they 

f | | wcrg 


P;zakRO was ſtill unacquainted with all the BO OR 
he account of Almagro's return, of the loſs of 


iſtreſ 
impriſonment of the ather two, and af def 


| H; 
e command of the ſea-coaſt, and expected — 


conſulted, was occupied in detecting and 
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BO O K Were committed, and not only made their eſca 

VI. themſelves, but perſuaded fixty of the men wh; 

— tormerly guarded them to accompany their flight“ 

1537 Fortune having thus delivered one of his bn 

thers, the governor ſcrupled not at one at 9 

perfidy more to procure the relcaſe of the oth, 

He propgſed, that every point in controverſy he 

tween Almagro and himicit ſhould be fubming 

to the deeifion of their fovereign ; that until lj 

award was known, cach ſhould retain undifſlurkg 

poſſeſſion of whatever part of the country he ug 

occupied; that Ferdinand Pizarro ſhould be { 

at liberty, and return inſtantly to Spain, toge 

ther with the officers, whom Almagro propolg 

to ſend thither to repreſcnt the juſtice of hi 

claims, Obvious as the deſign of Pizarro w; 

in thoſe propoſitions, and familiar as his ar 

fices might naw have been to his opponent, 4 

magro, with a credulity approaching to infaty 

tion, relied op his ſincerity, and concluded: 
agreement on thele terms f. 80 

Hisprepaza. IHE moment that Ferdinand Pizarro recovere 

done tor his liberty, the governor, no longer fettered in hi 

RI operations by anxiety about his brother's lik 

threw off every diſguiſe which his concern fort 

had abliged him to aſſume, The treaty. was for 

gotten ; pacific and conciliating mcalures wet 

no more mentioned; it was in the field, | 

openly declared, aud not in the cabinet; 

arms, and not by negociation, that it muſt no 

be determined who ſhould be maſter of Pe 

The rapidity of his preparations ſuited ſuch 

deciſive refolution. Seven hundred men wel 

1538. ſoon ready to march towards Cuzco. The co 

g | mant 


* Zarate, lib, iii. e. 8. Herrera, dec. 6. lib li. c. 14 
+ Herrera, dec. 6. lib. iii. c. 9. Zarate, lib. iii. c. 9. 
mara Hiſt. c. 140. Vega, p. 11. lib. 31. c. 35. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 205 
nd of theſe was given to his two brothers, B O O E 
whom he could perfectly confide for the execu- VI. 
a of his moſt violent ſchemes, as they were > 
ged on not only by the enmity flowing from 1538. 
nily rivalſhip, but auimated with a deſire of 
ngeance, excited by recollection of recent dil- 
ace and ſufferings. After an unſucceſsful at- 
wpt to crots'the mountains in the direct road 
tween Lima and Cuzco, they marched. towards 
e South along the coaſt as far as Nafca, and then 
ming to the left, penetrated through the de- 
s in that branch of the Andes which lay be- 
een them and the capital. Almagro, inſtead 
harkening to ſome of his officers, who adviſed 
m to attempt the defence of thoſe difficult paſſes, 
ated the approach of the enemy in the plain 
Cuzco. Two reafons ſeem to have induced 
mto take this reſolution. His followers amount- 
| hardly to five hundred, and he was afraid 
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, weakening ſuch a feeble body, by ſending 

y detachment towards the mountains. His ca- 

ry far exceeded that of the adverſe party, both 
number and diſcipline, aud it was only in an 

en country that he could avail himſelf of that ad- 

Mage. . . | 

Tax Pizarros advanced without any obſtruc- His army 


marches o 


, but what aroſe from the nature of the deſert Case. 


Id horrid regions through which they marched. 
$ ſoon as they reached the plain, both factions 
re equally impaticnt to bring this long- protracted 
neſt to an iſſue. Though ceuntrymen and 
ends, the ſubjects of the ſame ſovereign, and 
eh with the royal ſtandard diſplayed; and though 
ey beheld the mountains that ſurrounded the 
ain in which they were drawn up covered with a 
ſt multitude of Indians, aſſembled to enjoy the 
ctaele of their mutual carnage; and prepared to 
ck whatever party remained maſter of the ape 
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BOOK fo fell and implacable was the rancour wWöie 

VI. had taken poſſeſſion of every breaſt, that not o 

H23w pacthc counſel, not a ſingle overture towards: 

15338. commodation proceeded from either fide. UV; 

fortunately for Almagro, he was ſo worn out wi 

the fatigues of ſervice, to Which his advanced x 

was unequal, that, at this criſis of his fate, | 

could nat exert his wonted activity; and he y 

obliged to commit the leading of his troops to 0 

4 Feger, who, though an officer of great mer 
did not poſſeſs the ſame aſeendant either overt 
| ſpirit. or affections of the ſoldiers, as the chi 


whom they had long been accuſtomed to follow ai f a 

_  revere: ade 

April 26. Tue conflict was fierce, and maintained by eu 
magro 


deizated. party with equal courage. On the fide of A 
magro, were more veteran foldiers, and a large 
roportian of cavalry ; but theſe were counte 
ure, by Pizarro's ſuperiority in numbers, at 
by two companies of well-diſciplined muſketee 
which; on receiving an account of the infſurre 
tion of the Indians, the emperor had ſent fra 
Spain. As the uſe of fire-arms was not frequel 
among the adventurers in America f. halt 
equipped for ſervice at their own expence, tl 
ſmall band of ſoldiers, regularly trained and armet 
was a novelty in Peru, and deeided the fate of i 
day. Wherever it advanced, the weight of a hen 
and well-ſuſtained fire bore down horſe and it 
before it; and Orgogner; while he endeavours 
to-rally and animate his troops, having received 
dangerous wound; the route became general. Ti 
barbarity of the conquerors ſtained: the gle 
which they acquired by this complete victo! 
The violence of civil rage hurried on ſome 
flavghter their countrymen with indiſcrimal 
cruclry-; the mcanneis of private revenge il 


s | 


Herrera, dec. 6. lib. iii. c. 8. Zarate, lib. iii. c. 9 


Ca 
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zued others to ſingle out individuals as the objects B O O K 
5 their vengeance. Orgognez aud ſeveral, officers VI. 

of diſtinction were maſſacred in cold blood; above —Y— 
hundred and forty ſoldiers fell in the field; a 1535: 
urge proportion, where the number of combatants 
was few, and the heat af the conteſt ſoon over. 
Almagro, though ſo fceble that be-could not bear 
the motion of a horſe, had inſiſted on being car- 
ried in a litter to an eminence which overlooked the 
eld of battle. From thence, in the utmoſt agita- 
non of mind, he viewed the various movements of 
both parties, and at laſt; beheld the total defeat of 
his own troops, With all the paſſionate indiguation 
of a veteran leader long accuſtomed to vi He 
adeavou red to fave himſelf by flight, but was taken, 
priſoner, and guarded with the ſtricteſt vigi- 
| ace *. 

Taz Indians, inſtead of executing the refolution 
hich they bad formed, retired quietly after the 
attle was over; and in the hiſtory of the New 
World, there is not a more ſtriking inſtance of the 
onderful aſcendant which the Spaniards had ac- 
wired over 1ts inhabitants, than that after ſecing 
# of the contending parties ruined and diſperſed, 
d the other weakened and fatigued, ney had 
lot courage to fall upon their enemies, when for- 
me preſented an opportunity of attacking them 
ith ſuch advantage f. 

Cuzco was pillaged by the victorious troops, yew erpe- 
bo found there a confiderable booty, conſiſt ing ditions 
artly of the gleanings of the Indian treaſures, and 


and taken 


= of the wealth amaſſed by their antagoniſts 
Ie the ſpoils of Peru and Chili. But ſo far did 
gi this | 
| 


* Zarate, kb: iii. c. 11, 12. Vega, p. IL. lib. ii. e. 36 —38. 
lerrera, dec. 6. Ib. iii. e. 10—1 2. lib. iv. c. 1—6. 
Zarate, lib. ii. c. 11. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 38. 
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BOOK this, and whatever the bounty of their leader could 
VI add to it, fall below the high ideas of the recom. 
ß pence which they eonceived to be due to their 
1538. merit, that Ferdinand Pizarro, unable to gratiſy 
ſuch extravagant expectations had recourſe to the 
fame expedient which his brother had employed 
on a fimilar occaſion, and endeavoured to find oc: 
cupation for this turbulent aſſuming ſpirit, in or: 
der to prevent it from breaking out into open nu- 
tiny. With this view, he encouraged his moſt 
active officers to attempt the diſcovery. and re. 
duction of various provinces which had not hi 
therto ſubmitted to the Spaniards. To every ſtand 
ard erected by the leaders who undertook any of 
thoſe new expeditions, volunteers ' reſorted wit 
the ardour and hope peculiar to the age. -Severa 
of Almagro's ſoldiers joined them ; and thus Pi 
zarro had the ſatisfaction of being delivered bot 
from the importunity of his diſcontented friends 

and the dread of his ancient enemies“. 
Almage  ALMAGRO hunſelf remained for ſeveral month 
mi jn cuſtody, under all the anguiſh of ſuſpence. Fo 
although his doom was determined by the Pi 
zarros from the moment that he fell into the 
hands, prudence conſtrained them to defer grat 
fying their vengeance, until the ſoldiers who be 
ſerved under him, as well as ſeveral of their ov 
followers in whom they could not perfectly co! 
fide, had left Cuzco. As ſoon as they ſet out upo 
their differcnt expeditions, Almagro was impeac 
condemned, ed of treaſon, formally tried, ad condemned 
die. The ſentence aſtoniſned him; and thoug 
he had often braved death with an undaunted ſp 
rit in the field, its approach, under this ignom 


nious form, appalled him ſo much that he had! 
| | | COU 


* Zarate, lib. ili. c. 12. Gom. Hitt, c. 141. Herrera, d 
6. lib. iv. C. 7. . 
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courſe to abject ſupplications, unworthy of his for- B O OR 
mer fame. He beſought the Pizarros to remember VI. 
the ancient friendſhip between their brother and 
him, and how much he had contributed to the ſuc- 13538. 
ceſs and proſperity of their family; he reminded 
them of the humanity with which, in oppoſition to 
the repeated remonſtrances of his own moſt attached ia 
friends; he had ſpared their lives when he had i 
them in his power ; he conjured them to pity his 146 
age and infirmities, and to ſuffer him to paſs the 1 
wretched remainder of his days in bewailing his 11 
crimes, and in making his peace with Heaven. 
The intreaties, ſays a Spaniſh hiſtorian, of a man 
ſo much beloved, touched many an unfeeling heart, fl 
and drew tears from many a hard eye. But the | 
brothers remained inflexible. As ſoon as Almagro » 
knew his fate to be inevitable, he met it with the 5 
dignity and fortitude of a veteran. He was and put to * 
ſtrangled in priſon, and afterwards publickly be- eth. 4 
headed. He ſuffercd in the A Prat Linn _ FP 7 1 p 
his age, and leſt one ſon by an Indian woman of Deliverati- „ 
Panama, whom, though at that time a priſoner in er 
Lima, he named as ſucceſſor to his government, Spain con- 
purſuant to a power which the emperor had grant- (ns me 
ed him *. 1 | 
As, during the civil diſſenſions of Peru, all in- 
tercourſe with Spain was ſuſpended, the detail of 
the extraordinary tranſactions there did not ſoon 
reach the court. Unfortunately for the victorious 
faction, the firſt intelligence was brought thither 
by ſome of Almagro's officers, who left the coun- 
try upon the ruin of their cauſe; and they related 
what had happened, with every circumſtance un- 
favourable to Pizarro and his brothers. Their am- 
bition, their breach of the moſt ſolemn engage- 
ments, their violence and cruelty, were painted 
nn P with 
arate, lib. iii. c. 12. Gom. Hiſt. c. 141. Vega, p. 11. 
hb. ii. c. 39. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. iv. c. 9. lib. v. 6 1. 
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BO OR with all the malignity and exaggeration of part 
VI. hatred. Ferdinand Pizarro, who arrived "Rap 
ter, and appeared in court with extraordinary {plen. 

1539. dor, endeavoured to efface the impreſſion which 


their accuſations had made, and to juſtify his 
brother and himſelf, by repreſenting Almagro as 
the aggreſſor. The emperor and his miniſters, 
though they could not pronounce which af the 
. contending factions was moſt criminal, clearly 
diſcerned the fatal tendency of their diſſenſions. 
It was obvious, that while the leaders, entruſted 
with the conduct of two infant colonies, employed 
the arms which ſhould have been turned againſt the 
common enemy, in deſtroying one another, all at- 
tention to the publie good mult ceaſe; and there 
was reaſon to dread that the Indians might im- 
prove the advantage which their diſunion preſented 
to them, and extirpate both the victors and the van- 
quiſbhed. But the evil was more apparent than the 
remedy. Where the information which had been 
received was fo defective and ſuſpicious, and the 
| ſcene of action fo remote, it was al moſt impoſſible 
to chalk out the line of conduct that ought to be 

followed; and before any plan that ſhould be ap- 
proved of in Spain could be carried into execution, 
the ſituation of the parties, and the cireumſtances 
of affairs, might alter ſo entirely as to render its 
eſſects extremely pernicious. 


Yau doe _ NorTniNG therefore remained but to ſend a per- 
ther with Jon to Peru, veſted with extenfive and difcretionary 
ample pow- power, who, after Viewing deliberately the poſture 


of affairs with his own eyes, and 1 upon 
N into the conduct of the different leaders, 
ſhould be authoriſed to eſtabliſh the government in 
that form which he deemed moſt conducive to the 
intereſt of the parent ſtate, and the welfare of the 
colony. The man ſelected for this important 
charge was Chriſtoval Vaea de Caſtro, a judge - 


* 
* 
» 
* 
* 
= 
- 


of his ny: ut if Pizarro was dead, he was 
th 
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the court of royal audience at Valladolid; and his ; OUR 
abilities, integrity, and firmneſs, juſtified the choice: VE 13 
His inſtrutions, though ample, were not ſuch as 
to fetter him in his operations. According to the 1339. 39 
different he of affairs, he had power t6 take up- iy 


/ 


on him different characters. If he found the gover- 1 
nor ſtill alive, he was to aſſume only the title of 4 
judge; to maintain the appearance of acting in con- 34 
cert with hun, and td guard againſt giving any juſt 4 
cauſe of offence to a man who had merited fo highly 9 


entruſted with a eommiſhon, that he might then 

produce, by which he was appointed his ſueceffor 

in the government of Peru. This attention to Pi- 

72 however, ſeenis to have flowed rather froin 
rea 


of his power, than from any approbation 
of his meaſures; for at the very time that the edurt 
ſeemed ſo folicitous not to irritate him, his bro- 

ther Ferdinand was arreſted ai Madrid, and eons 1 
fined ton priſon, where he remained above twenty = 
ears *. | HR 
„ Cates was acer os he. i, MM 
Bete. events of rent moment happened in Peru. Fizz d- 
: governor conthdering himſelf, upon the death among vis 4K 
of Almagro, as the unrivalled pef eflor of that vaſt #lowers 14 


empire, proceeded to parcel out its texriteries 
among the conquerors; and had this diviſion beet 
made with any ce of imparnality, the extent 
of country which he had to beſtow was ſufficient 
to have gratified his friends, and to have gained his 
enemies. But Pizarro conducted this tranſaction 
not with the equity and candour of a judge, atten- 7 
tive to diſcover and to reward merit, but with the % 
illiberal ſpirit of a party leader. Large diſtricts, 15 
in parts of the country moſt eultivated and popu- i 

: 2 lous, + #8 


* Gottkra Hiſt, cx 242: Vega, P 2. lib il. e. 4. Her 
rera, dec. 6. lib. viii. c. 10, 11. lib. x. c. 1. | 
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lous, were ſet apart as his own property, or grant- 


ed to his brothers, his "adherents and favourites. 


To others, lots leſs valuable and inviting were aſ- 
ſigned. The followers of Almagro, amongſt whom 


were many of the original adventurers, to whole 


valour and perſeverance Pizarro was indebted for 


his ſucceſs, were wy excluded from any portion 


in thoſe lands, towards the acquiſition of which 


they had contributed ſo largely. As the vanity of 


every individual ſets an immoderate value upon his 
own ſervices, and the idea of each, concerning 
the recompence due to them, roſe gradually to a 
more exorbitant height in proportion as their con- 
queſts extended, all who were diſappointed in their 
expectations exclaimed loudly againſt the rapaci- 
ouſneſs and partiality of the governor. The parti- 


ſans of Almagro murmured in ſecret, and medi- 


tated revenge | 

Rais as the progreſs of the Spaniards'in South 
America had been fince Pizarro landed in Peru, 
their avidity of dominion was not yet ſatisfied. 


The officers to whom Ferdinand Pizarro gave the. 


command of different detachments, penetrated into 
ſeveral new provinces, and though ſome of them 
were expoſed to great hardſhips in the cold and 


' © barren regions of the Andes, and others ſuffered 
diſtreſs not inferior amidſt the woods and marſhes 


of the plains, they made diſcoveries and conqueſts 
which extended their knowledge of the country, 
as well as added to their power. Pedro de Val- 
divia re- aſſumed Almagro's ſcheme of invading 
Chili, and, notwithſtanding the fortitude of the 
natives in defending their poſſeſſions, made ſuch 
progreſs in the conqueſt of the country, that he 


founded the city of St. Jago, and gave a begin» 
ning to the eſtabliſhment of the Spaniſh domi- 


nien 


* Vega, p. 11. lib. iii. c. 2. Herrera, deci 6. lib. viii. c. 5 
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pion there“. But of all the enterpriſes undertaken g; © © x 
about this period, that of Gonzalo Pizarro was the y1. 
moſt remarkable, The governor, who ſeems. to ww 
have reſolved that no perſon in Peru ſhould els 1540. 
any ſtation of diſtinguiſhed eminence or authority Spades 
but thoſe of his own family, had deprived Benal-of Gonzalo 
cazar, the conqueror of Quito, of his command in 
that kingdom, and appointed his brother Gonzalo 

totake the government of it. He inſtructed him to 

attempt the diſcovery and conqueſt of the country 

to the eaſt of the Andes, which, according to the 

in far mation of the Indians, abounded with cinna- 

mon and other valuable ſpices. Gonzalo, not in- 

ferior to any of his brothers in courage, and no 

leſs ambitiqus of acquiring diſtinction, eagerly en- 

gaged in this difficult ſervice, He ſet out from 

Quito at the head of three hundred and forty ſol- 

diers, near one half of whom were horſemen, with 

four thouſand Indians to carry their proyiſfions. In 

forcing their way through the defiles, or over the 

ridges of the Andes, exceſs of cold and fatigue, to 

neither of which they were accuſtomed, proved 

fatal to the greater part of the wretched attendants. 

The Spaniards, though mare robuſt, and inured to bs 
a- variety of climates, ſuffered confiderably, and they endure. 
loſt ſome men ; but when they deſcended into, the | 
| low country, their diſtreſs increaſed. During two 

months it rained inceſſantly, without any interval 

of fair weather long enough to dry their cloaths}. 

The vaſt plains upon which they were now enter- 

ing, either altogether without inhabitants, or occu- 

pied by the rudeſt and leaſt induſtrious tribes in 

the New World, yielded little ſubſiſtence. They 

could not. advance a ſtep, but as they cut a road 

through woods, or made it thropgh marſhes. Such 

| inceſſant 


* Zarate, lib. iii. c. 13. Ovale, lib. ii. c. 1, &, 
＋ Zarate, lib. iv. c. 2. | | 
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50 o k ineęſſant toil and continual ſcarcity of food, ſeem 
* VL © more than ſufficient to have exhauſted and diſpi- 


2 
1 


Deſerted by 
Orellana. : 


rited any troops. But the fortitude and perſeve- 
range of the Spaniards in the fixteenth century 
were inſuperable. Allyred by frequent but falſe 
accbunts of rich countries before them, they per- 
fiſted tn ſtruggling on, until they reaebed the banks 
of the Coca 65 Napo, one of the large rivers whoſe 
waters pour into the Maragnon, arid contribute to 
its grandeyr, There, with infinite labour, they 
buikt a bark, which they expected would prove of 
great utility, both in conveying them over rivers, 
in procuring proviſions, and in exploring the coun- 
y. This was manned with fifty ſoldiers, under 
the command of Francis Orellana, the officer next 
in rank to Pizarro, The ſtream carried them down 
with ſuch rapidity, that they were foon far a-head 
of their countrymen, who followed flowly and with 
difficulty by land. | | 
Arx this diſtance from his commander, Orellana, 
a young man of an aſpiring mind, began to fancy 
himſelf independent, and, tranſported with the 


| predominant ' paſhon of the age, he formed the 


ſcheme of diſtinguiſhing himſelf as a diſcoverer, 
by following the courſe of the Maragnon, until it 
Joined the ocean, and by ſurveying the vaſt regions 
through which it flows. This ſcheme of Orellana's 
was as bold as it was treacherous. For, if he be 
chargeable with the guilt of baving violated his duty 
to his commander, and with having abandoned his 
fellow-ſoldiers in a pathleſs deſert, where they had 
hardly any hopes of ſucceſs, or even of ſafety, but 
what were founded on the ſervice which they ex- 
pected from the bark, his crime is, in ſome mea- 
jure, balanced by the glory of having ventured up- 
on a navigation of near two thouſand leagues, 
through unknown nations, 1n a veſſel haſtily con- 
ſtructed with green timber, and by very mo 
Uo WEN Grote Nl 
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hands, without proviſions, without a compaſs, or BO O R 
a pilot. But his courage and alaerity ſupplied eve- VI. v4 
ry defect. Committing himſelf fearleſsly to the. 4+ 
guidance of the ſtream, the Napo- bere him along 1. 4 
to che South, until he reached 4 Marag- bY 
the Maragnon. Turning with it towards the eoaſt, non. 1g 
he held on his courſe in that direction. He made: id 
frequent deſcents on both ſides the river, ſometimes, * 
ſeizing by force of arms the proviſions of the herce 1 
ſavages. ſcated on its banks, and ſometimes procur- 
ing a ſupply. of food by a friendly intercourſe with 
more gentle tribes. After a long ſeries: of dangers, 
which he encountered with amazing fortitude, and: 
of diſtreſſes which he ſupported with no leſs mag- 
nanimity, he reached. the ocean“, where new pe- 
rils awaited. him. Theſe he likewiſe: ſurmounted, 
and got ſafe to the Spaniſh ſettlement in the iſland: 
Cubagua; from thence. be ſailed to Spain. The. 
vanity natural to travellers. who viſit regions un- 
known to the reſt of mank ind, and the art of an 
adventurer, ſolicitous to magnify his own merit, 
concurred in prompting, him to mingle an extraor- 
dinary proportion of the marvellous in the narras 
tive of his voyage. He pretended to have diſco- 
vered nations ſo rich, that the roofs of their temples 
were covered with plates of gold: and deſcribed a 
republic of women ſo warlike and powerful, as ta 
haye extended their dominion. over à conſiderable 
tract of the fertile plains which he had viſited, Ex- 
trayagant as thoſe tales. were, they gave rife to an 
opinion, that a region abounding, with gold, diſ- 
tinguiſned by the name of EI Dorado, and a. com- 
munity of Amazons, were to be found in this part 

of the New World, and ſuch is the propenſity of 
mankind to believe what is wonderful, that it has 
been ſlowly, and with difficulty, that reaſon and 


obſervation 


* See. NOTE. XLI. 
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B Oo R obſervation have exploded thoſe fables. - The voy. 
VI. age, however, even when ſtripped of every roman. 
>> tic 'embelliſhment, deſerves to be recorded, not 
54. only as one of the moſt niemorable occurrences in 
that adventurous age, but as the firſt event that led 

to any certain knowledge of thoſe immenſe regions 

that ſtretch eaſtward from the Andes to the 
perm ern as 

— of No words can deſeribe the conſternation of Pi. 
zarro, when he did not find the bark at the conflu. 
cence of the Napo and Maragnon, where he had or. 

dered Orellana to wait for him. He would not al- 

low himſelf to ſuſpect that a man, whom he had 
entruſted with ſuch an important command, could | 1 

be ſo baſe and ſounfeeling, as to deſert him at ſuch, | 

a juncture. But 'imputing his abſence from the * 

Place of rendezvous to ſome unknown accident, he | 
advanced about fifty leagues along the banks of the 
Maragnon, expecting every moment to ſee the bark 

2542, APPear with a ſupply of proviſions. At length he 

came up with an officer whom Orellana had left to 

periſn in the deſert, becauſe he had the courage to 
remonſtrate 'againſt his perfidy. From him he 

learned the extent of Orellana's crime; and his 

followers perceived at once their own deſperate ſi- 

tuation, when deprived of their only reſource. 

The ſpirit of the ſtouteſt hearted veteran ſunk with- 

in him, and all demanded to be led back inſtantly. 

Pizarro, though he aſſumed an appearance of tran- 

quillity, did not oppoſe their inclination. - But he 

was now twelve hundred miles from Quito ; and in 

that long march the Spaniards encountered hard- 

ſhips greater than thoſe they had endured in their 

progreſs outward, ' without the alluring a x 


* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 4. Gomara Hiſt. c. 86. Vega, p. 11. 
3 iii. c. 4. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. ix. c. 2,—5. Rodriquey 
E MNMaragnony Amazonas, lib. i. c. 3. „„ 


HISTORY OF AMERICA, 


to knaw the leather of their ſaddles and ſword- 
belts. Four thouſand Indians, and two hundred 
and ten Spaniards, periſhed in this wild diſaſtrous 
expedition, which continued near two years; and 
as fifty men were aboard the bark with Orellana, 
only four-ſcore got back to Qpito. Theſe were 
naked like ſavages, and ſo cmaciated with famine, 
or worn out with fatigue, that they had more the 
zppearance of ſpectres than of men: | 


Mito, received accounts of a fatal event that 
Meatened calamitics more dreadful to him, than 
thoſe through which he had paſſed. From the 
time that his brother made that partial diviſion of 
his conqueſts which has been mentioned, the ad- 
herents of Almagro, conſidering themſelves as 
proſcribed by the party in power, no longer en- 
tertained any. hope of bettcring their condition. 
Great numbers in deſpair reſorted to Lima, where 
the houſe of young Almagro was always open to 
them, and the ſlender portion of his father's for- 
une, which the governor allowed him to enjoy, 
was ſpent in aftording them ſubſiſtence. The 
warm attachment with which every perſon who 
ſerved under the elder Almagro devoted himſelf 
to his intereſts, was quickly transferred to his ſon, 
who was Dow grown up to the age of manhood, 
aid poſſeſſed all the qualities which captivate the 
affections of ſoldiers, Of a graceful appearance, 
1 ” 1 "_ \ 6: +>: 4-3 dextrous 

* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 2—5. Vega, p. 11. lib. ui. c. 3, 4, 


5,14. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. viii. c. 7, 8. lib. ix. c. 2—5 
4 ber. 7. lib. iii. c. 14. Pizar. Varones IIluſtr. 349. &e. 


which then ſoothed and animated them under their g; O O R 
ſufſerings. Hunger compelled them to feed on v1. 
roots and berries, to eat all their dogs and horſes, ww 
to deyour the moſt loathſome reptiles, and even 1541. 


” Bur, inſtead of returning io enjoy the repoſe Number of 
which his condition required, Pizarro, on entering in Peru. 0 
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B O O Kdextrous at all martial exerciſes, bold, open, ge. 
nerous, he ſeemed. to be formed for command; 
—— and as his father, conſcious of his own inferiority 
— 4 from the total want of education, had been ex. 
young - tremely attentive to have him inſtructed in every 
thee leader. ICIENCC 5 gentleman; the accompliſh- 
ment which he had acquired heightened the re. 

ſpe of his followers, as they gave him diſtinction 

and' eminence among illiterate. *adventurers. In 

this young wan the Almagrians found a point of 

union which they wanted, and looking up to him 

as their head, were ready to undertake any thing 

for his advancement, Nor was aflection for Al- 

magro their only incitement ; they were urged on 

by their own diſtreſſes. Many of them, deſtitute 

of common neceſfaries *, and weary of loitering 

away life, a burthen to their chief, or to ſuch of 

their affociates. as had, ſaved ſome remnant of their 
fortune from pillage and confiſcation, longed im- 
patiently for an occaſion to exert their activity and 
courage, and began to deliberate how they might 

be avenged on the author of all. their miſery. 
Sault ine Their frequent cabals did not paſs 5 f 
life of Pi= and the governor was warned to be on his guard 
lad. againſt men who meditated ſome deſperate deed, 
and had reſolution to execute it. But either from 

the native intrepidity of his mind, or from con- 

tempt of perſons whoſe poverty rendered their 
machinations of little conſequence, he diſregard- 

ed the admonitions of his friends, © Be in no 

pain, ſaid he careleſsly, abont my life; it is per- 

fectly ſafe, as long as every man in Peru knows 

that I can in a moment put him to death who 

dares to harbour a thought againſt it.“ This ſe- 

curity gave the Almagrians full leiſure to digeſt 

and ripen every part of their ſcheme; and Juan 


de. 
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» Herrada, an officer of gre abilities, who had 
charge of Almagro's education, took - the lead 


ter the mind of his pupil gave him. 


ry climates, Herrada, at the head of eighteen 
the moſt determined conſpirators, ſallied out 
f Almagro's houſe in complete armour; and 
nwing their ſwords, as they advanced haſtily to- 
ards the goyernor's palace, cried out, © ng 
ve the king, but let the tyrant die.“ Their af- 
xiates, warned of their motions by a ſignal, 
cre in arms at different ſtations ready-to ſupport 
hem. Though Pizarro was uſually ſurrounded 
y fuch a numerous train of attendants as fuited 


he age in which he lived, yet as he was juſt riſen 
rom table, and moſt of his own domeſtics had 
etired to their own apartments, the conſpirators 
ed through the two outer courts of the palace 
obſerved. They were at the bottom of the 
air-caſe, before a page in waiting could give the 
larm to his maſter, who was converſing with a 


eady mind no form of danger could appal, 
arting up, called for arms, and commanded 
ranciſco de Chaves to make faſt the door. But 
hat officer, who did not retain ſo much preſence 
ff mind as to obey this prudent order, running 
0 the top of the ſtair-caſe, wildly aſked the con- 


zoing? Inſtead of anſwering, they ſtabbed him 
o the heart, and burſt into the hall. Some of 
he perſons who were there threw themſelves from 
ls windows; others attempted to fly ; and a few 


drawing 


2025 
| their conſultations, with all the zeal which that 
auneion inſpired, and with all the authority 1541. 
hich the aſcendant that he was known to have 


Ox Sunday, the twenty-fixth of June, at mid- and kin him. 
ay, the ſeaſon of tranquillity and repoſe in all 


he magnificence of the moſt opulent ſubjedt of 


ew friends in a large hall, The governor, whoſe 


pirators what they meant, and whither they were 
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BO O Kgrawing their ſwords, followed their leader in 
I. an inner apartment. The conſpirators, animate 
TY with having the object of their vengeance now i ent 
1541: view, ruſhed forward after them. Pizarro, will 
no other arms than his ſword and buckler, de 

fended the entry, and ſupported by his half. bre 
| ther Alcantara, and his little knot of friends, hy 
| | maintained the unequal conteſt with intrepidiy 
worthy of his paſt exploits, and with the vigour 

of a youthful combatant. © Courage, cried he, 
companions, we arg yet enow to. make thoſe trai 

tors repent of their audacity.” But the armour of 

the conſpirators protected them, while every thruſt 

they made took eſſect. Alcantara fel] dead at his 
brother's feet; his other defendants were mortally 
wounded. The governor, ſo weary that he coul 

hardly wield his ſword, and no longer able to 

parry the many weapons furiouſly aimed at him, 
received a deadly thruſt full in his throat, ſunk to 

the ground, and expired. 
Almazroac- As ſoon as he was flain, the aſſaſſins run out 
PONG into the ſtreets, and waving their bloody ſwords, 
cor, proclaimed the death of the tyrant. Above twa 
hundred of their affociates having joined them, 

they conducted young Almagro in ſolemn pro- 

ceſlion through the city, and aſſembling the ma- 
giſtrates and principal citizens, compelled them to 
acknowledge him as lawful ſucceſſor to his father 

in his government. The palace cf Pizarro, toge- 

ther with the houſes of ſeveral of his adhcrcnts, 

were pillaged by the ſoldiers, who had the ſatis- 

faction at once of being avenged on their enemies, 

and of enriching themſelves by the ſpoils of thole 
through whoſe hands all the wealth of Peru had 


paſſed *. 
7 Tut 


* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 6—8. Gomara Hiſt. c. 144, 15 
Vega, p. 11. lib. iii. c. 3—7. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. x. 0 
47. Pizarro Var. Illuſt. p. 183. 
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Tus boldneſs and ſucceſs of the conſpiracy, as B O OK 
all as the name and popular qualities of Alma- VI. 
o, drew many ſoldiers to his ſtandard. Every —* 
henturer of deſperate fortune, all who were dif- , 153": 
ied with Pizarro, and, from the rapacioul- 3 of 
s of his government in the latter ears of his cod. 

e, the number of malcontents was confiderable, 

lared without heſitation, in favour of Alma- 

0, and he was ſoon at the head of eight hun- 

ted of the moſt gallant veterans in Peru. As 

youth and inexperience .diſqualified him ſrom 

ing the command of them himſelf, he appoint- 

| Herrada to act as general. But though Alma- 

) ſpeedily collected ſuch a re ſpectable force, the 
qeſcence in his government was far from being 

feral. Pizarro had left many friends to whom 
memory was dear; the barbarous aſſaſſination 

a man to whom his country was ſo highly in- 

bted, filled every impartial perſon with horror. 

te ignominious birth of Almagro, as well as the 

ubtful title on which he founded his pretenſions, 

others to conſider him as an ufurper. The 

ders who commanded in ſome provinces refuſed 
recognize his authority, until it was confirmed 

e emperor. In others, particularly at Cuzco, 

royal ſtandard was erected, and preparations 

4 to revenge the murder of their ancient 

der, 

Taoss ſeeds of diſcord, which could not have Arrival of 
long dormant, acquired greater vigour and Jane 
Ivity, when the arrival of Vaca de Caſtro wass 
on. After a long and diſaſtrous voyage, he 
driven, by ſtreſs of weather into a ſinall har- 

*in the province of Popayan ; and procceding 

mn thence by land, after a journey no leſs te- 

us than difficult, he reached Quito. In his 

he received accounts of Pizarro's death, and 

4; Ws events which followed upon it. He imme- 

. 0 2 ; "& diately 


"HE 
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8 o 0 E&ately produced the royal commifſibn appoints 
I him governor of Peru, with the ſame privilegs 
aud authority; and his jurifdiftion was acknoy 
e ledged, without hefitation, by Benaleazar, Ade 
be title of lankadb, or lieuteuantzgetieral for the emperor f 
GE Foy, and by Pedfo de Puelles, who, in d 
abſetice of Gonzalo Pizarro, had the commande 

the troops left at Qutits. Vaca de Caſtro not ol 
aflumed the ſupreme àutbhörity, but ſhewed that} 

fleſſed the talents which the exetciſe of it at thy 

ncture required. By his influence and addre 

he Toon aſſembled ſuch a body of troops, as nc 

only ſet him above all feat of being expoſed to an 

inſult from the adverſe party, but enabled him 
advance from Quits with the dignity that becan 

His character. By diſpatching perſons of coil 

dence to the different ſettlemeuts in Peru, with 

formal notification of his arrival, and of his cow 

miſſion, he communicated to his countrymen tþ 

royal pleaſure with reſpect to the government of th 
country. By private emiffaries, he excited ſuc 
officers as had diſcovered their difapprobation a 
Alinagro's proceedings, to manifeſt their duty if 

their ſovereign, by fuppoxrting the perſon honour 

with his commifhon. Thoſe meaſures were pn 

doRive of great effects. Encouraged by the 3 

proach of the new governor, or prepared by b 
machinations, the loyal were confirmed in the 
principles, and avowed them with 4 bol 

neſs; the timid ventured to detlare their ſentiment 

the neutral and wavering, finding it neceflary 

chuſe a fide, began to lean to that which now a 

peated to be the ſafeſt as well as the moſt juſt*.. 

Condut of ALMAGCRO obſerved the rapid progreſs of til 
Almagro. ſpitit of diſaffection to his cauſe, and, in ordeti 
7 fs '” 0 


| * Benzon, lib. iii. c. 9. Zarate, lib. iv. c. 11. Gon! 
c. 146, 147. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. x. c. 1, 2, 3, 7, & 
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. de Caſtro, he ſer out at the head of his troops VI. 

vor Cuzco, where the moſt conſiderable body uf 
opponents had erected the royal ſtandard, under 5432. 
de command of Pedro Alvarez Holguin. During 

1 WW bis march thither, Herrada, the ſkilful guide of his 

; WY youth and of his Toun fels died; and from that time 
bis mcaſures were con ſpicuous for their violence, 

WF butconcerted with little ſagacity, and cxceuted with 

e addreſs. Holguin, with forces far inferior to 

re thoſe of the oppoſite party, was deſcending towards 

che coaſt at the very time that Almagro was on his 

1 #4y-to Cuzco. By a very fimple ſtratagem, he de- 

1 WM<cived his unexperienced adverfary, avoided an 

nM cogagement, and effected a junction with Alvara- 

due do, an officer of note, who had been the firſt to de- 

th Wi clare againſt Almagro as an uſurper. 

ol Soo after, Vaca de Caſtro entered the camp Progreſs of 


with the troops which he br 


fü cecting the royal fandard before his own tent, 
ue be declared, that, as governor, he would diſcharge 
nin perſon all the functions of general of their com- 
i dined forces. Though formed by the tenour of his 


paſt life to the habits of a ſedentary and pacific 
pro ſeſſion, he at ande xflumed the activity, and diſ- 
covered the decifion of an officer long accuſtoined 


Mo command. Knowing his ſtrength to be now far 
we uperior to that of the enemy, be was imparietit to 


terminate the conteft by a battle. Nor did the fol- 
eln lowers of Almagro, who had no hopes of obtain- 
ing pardon for a crune fo atrocious as the murder 
wi of the governor, decline that mode of deeiſion. 
They met at Chupas, about two hundred miles from 
Cuzco, and fought with all the fierce animoſity in- 
deri pired by the violence of civil rage, the rancour of 
Private enmity, the eagerneſs of revenge, and the 
laſt efforts of deſpair. Victory, after remaining 
om long 


223 
pre an effectual check to it before the arrival fz Oo 


Vaca de 


ought from Quito, and Car, 
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B GO K long doubtful, declated at laſt for Vaca de Caſt, 
VI. The ſuperior number of his troops, his own in. 
— trepidity, and the martial talents of Francifco de 
1542- Carvajal, a veteran officer formed under the grey 
ms Captain in the wars of Italy, and who on that day 
laid the foundation of his future fame in Peru, tri. 
uniphed over the bravery of his opponents, though 
led on by young Almagro with a gallant ſpirit, 
worthy of a better cauſe, and deferving another 
fate. The earnage was great in proportion to the 
number of the combatants. Many of the vanquilh. 
ed, eſpecially ſuch as were conſcious that they 
might be charged with being acceſſary to the aſſal. 
fination of Pizarro, ruſhing on the ſwords of the 
enemy, choſe to fall like foldiers, rather than wait 
an ignominious doom. Of fourteen hundred men, 
the total amount of combatants on both fides, five 
hundred lay dead on the field, and the number of 

the wounded was ſtill greater“. | 
Severity ef Ir the military talents diſplayed by Vaca de 
— Caſtro, both in the council and in the field, ſur. 
6 priſed the adventurers in Peru, they were till 
more aſtoniſhed at his conduct after the viftory, 
As he was by nature a rigid diſpenſer of juſtice, 
. and perſuaded that it required examples of extraor- 
dinary ſeverity to reſtrain the licentious ſpirit of 
ſoldiers fo far removed from the ſeat of government, 
he proceeded directly to try his priſoners as rebels, 
Forty were condemned to ſuffer the death of trai- 
tors, others were baniſhed from Peru. Their 
leader, who made his eſcape from the battle, be- 
ing betrayed by ſome of his officers, was pub- 
licly beheaded in Cuzco; and in him the — 
0 


* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 12—19. Gomara, c. 148. Vega, p. 
11. lib. iii. c. 11.18. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. i. c. 1, 2, 3. 
lib. iii. c. 1—1 1. | 


— kk — — — — BS & ——— = 


— 


8 & — & 2 (©&@ += wy — wr Wwe & _. 


9e. 


— ws! 


— 


mM, 4 © 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 225 


of Almagro, and the ſpirit of the party, was ex- BOOK 
tine “. | VI. 
Duni thoſe violent convulſions in Peru, the 
emperor and his miniſters were intently employed | 1542: 
in preparing regulations, by which they hoped ons of the 
not only to re-eſtabliſh tranquillity there, but to cee 
introduce a more perfect ſyſtem of internal policy his domini- 
into all their ſettlements in the New World, Ra- gain Ames 
pid and extenſive as the Spaniſh conqueſts in Ame- 

rica had been, they were uot carried on by any re- 

gular exertion of the national force, but by the oc- 

caſional efforts of private adventurers, After fitting 

out a few of the firſt armaments for diſcovering new 

regions, the court of Spain, during the buſy reigns 

of Ferdinand and of Charles V. the former the 

molt intriguing prince of the age, and the latter 

the moſt ambitious, was encumbered with ſuch a 
multiplicity of ſchemes, and involved in war with 

ſo many nations of Europe, that jt had not leiſure 

to attend to diſtant and leſs intereſting objects. 

The care of proſecuting diſcovery, or of attempt- 


ing conqueſt, was abandoned to individuals; and 


with ſuch ardour did men puſh forward in this new 


career, on which novelty, the ſpirit of adventure, 
avarice, ambition, and the hope of meriting heaven, 
prompted them with combined influence to enter, 
that in leſs than half a century almoſt the whole of 
that extenfive empire which Spain now poſſeſſes 
in the New World was ſubjected to its dominion. 
As the Spaniſh court contributed nothing towards 
the various expeditions undertaken in America, 


it was not intitled to claim much from their ſuc- 


ceſs. The ſovereignty of the conquered provinces, 
with the fifth of the gold and filver, was reſerved 
for the crown ; every thing elſe was ſeized by the 

Vor, II. 535 aſſociates 


1 Zarate, lib. iv. c. 21. Gomara, c. 150. Herrera, dec. 7. 
Ub. iii. c. 12. lib. vi. c. 1. 
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DO OE aſſociates as their, right. The plunder of the 
countries which they invaded ſerved to indemnity 
chem for what they bad expended. in cquipping 
1542 · themſelves for the ſervice; and the conquered ter- 
ritory was divided among them, according to rules 
which cuſtom had introduced, as permanent eſta- 
Hhliſhments which their ſucceſsful valour merited. 

In the infancy of thoſe ſettlements, when their ex- 
tent as well as their value were unknown, many 
irregularities eſcaped obſervation, and it was found 
neceſſary to connive at many exceſſes. The con- 
quered people were pillaged with deſtructive rapa- 
city, and their country parcelled out among its 
new maſters in exorbitant ſhares, far exceeding the 
higheſt, recompence due to their ſervices. The 
rude conquerors of Ameriea, incapable of forming 
| their eſtabliſhments upon any general or extenfve 
plan of policy, attentive only to private intereſt, 
unwilling to forego preſent gain from the proſpect 
of remote or public benefit, ſeem to have had ao 


object but to amaſs ſudden wealth, without regard- 
ing. what might be the conſequences of the means by 
which oy acquired it. But when time at length 


diſcovered to the Spaniſh court the importance of 
its American poſſeſſions, the neceſſity of new-mo- 
delling their whole frame became obvious, and in 
place of the maxims and practices preyalent among 
military adventurers, it was found reguifite to ſub- 

ſtitute the inſtitutions of regular government. 
One evil in particular called. for an immediate 
remedy. The conquerors of Mexico and Peru 
imitated the fatal example of their countrymen 
ſettled in the iſlands, and employed themſelves in 
ſearching for gold and filver with the ſame incon- 
ſiderate cagerneſs. Similar eſſects followed. The 
natives employed in this labour by maſters, who 
in impoſing their taſks had no regard * to 
at 


froman increaſed 8 their | 
Qz 
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what they felt or what they were able to perform, BOOK 
pined away and periſhed ſo faſt, that there was VI. 
reaſon to apprehend that Spain, inſtead of poſ. Wy 
ſelling countries peopled to ſuch a degree as to be 42 
ſuleeptible of progreſſive improvement, would ſoon 
remain proprietor only of a vaſt unin habited de- 

THz emperor and his miniſters were ſo ſenſible 
of this, and fo ſolicitous to prevent the extinaion 
of the Indian race, which threatened" to render 
their acquiſitions of no value, that from tinie to 
time various laws, which I have mentioned, had 
been made for ſecuring to that unhappy people 
more gentle and equitable treatment. But the diſ- 
tance of America from the ſeat of empire, the 
feebleneſs of government in the new colonies, the 
avarice and audacity of ſoldiers unaccuſtomed to 
reſtraint, prevented theſe falutary regulations from 
operating with any conſiderable influence. The 
evil continued to grow, and at this time the em- 
peror found an interval of leiſure from the affairs 
of Europe to take it into attentive conſideration. 
He conſulted not only with his miniſters and the The perſons 
members of the council of the Indies, but called 5 
upon ſeveral perſons who had reſided long in the 
New World, to aid them with the reſult of their 
experience and obſervation. Fortunately: for the 
people of America, among theſe was Bartholomew 
de las Caſas, who happened to be then at Madrid 
on a miſſion from a chapter of his order at Chiapa“. 
Though, fince the miſcarriage of his former 
ſchemes for the relief of the Indians, he bad con- 
tinued ſhut up in his cloiſter, or occupied in reli- 
gious functions, his zeal in bebalf of the former 
objects of his pity was ſo far from abating, that, 
ings, 


its 


* Reapeſal Hiſt. de Chapin, p. 146. 
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BOOK its ardour had augmented. . He ſeized eagerly this 


— — — — — 


opportunity of reviving his favourite maxims con- 


cerning the treatment of the Indians. With the 
54. moving eloquence natural to a man on whoſe mind 


OD —— 


the ſcenes which he had beheld had made a deep 
impreſſion, he deferibed the irreparable waſte of 
the human ſpecies in the New World, the Indian 
Tace almoſt totally ſwept away in the iſlands in leſs 
than fifty years, and haſtening to extinction on the 
continent with the ſame rapid decay. With the 
deciſive tone of one ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed with the 
truth of his own ſyſtem, he imputed all this to a 
ſingle cauſe, to the exactions and cruelty of his 
countrymen, and contended, that nothing could 
prevent the depopulation of America, but the de- 
claring of its natives to be freemen, and treating 
them as ſubjects, not as ſlaves. Nor did he con- 
fide for the ſucceſs of this propoſal in the powers 
of his oratory alone. In order to enforce them, he 
compoſed his famous treatiſe concerning the de- 
ſtruction of America“, in which he relates, with 
many horrid (circumſtances, but with apparent 
marks of exaggerated deſcription, the devaſtation 
of every 88 which had been viſited by the 
Spaniards. | 

Tux emperor was deeply afflited with the re- 
cital of ſo many actions ſhocking to humanity. 


generalre- But as his views extended far beyond thoſe of Las 
government. Caſas, he perceived, that relieving the Indians from 


oppreſſion, was but one ſtep towards rendering his 
poſſeſſions in the New World a valuable acquiſition, 
and would be of little avail, unleſs he could cir- 
.cumſcribe the power and uſurpations of his own 
ſubjects there. The conquerors of America, how- 
ever great their merit had been towards their coun- 
try, were moſtly. perſons of ſuch mean. birth, and 


of 


. * Remedal, p. 192. 199- 
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of ſuch abject rank in ſociety, as give no diſtinc-BOOK 


tion in the eye of a monarch. The exorbitant 


wealth with which ſome of them returned, gave TY 


umbrage to an age not accuſtomed to ſee. men in 
inſcrior conditiou. elevated above their level, and 
riſing to emulate or ſurpaſs the ancient nobility in 
ſplendour. The territories which their leaders had 
appropriated to themſelves were of enormous ex- 
tent *; and if the country ſhould ever be improved 
in proportion to the fertility of the ſoil, they muſt 
grow too wealthy and too powerful for ſubjects. 
It appeared to Charles, that this abuſe required a 
remedy no leſs than the other, and that the regula- 
tions concerning both muſt be enforced by a mode 
of government more vigorous than had yet been in- 
troduced into America. 


Wirz this view he framed a body of laws, con- New regu- - 
lations for 1 


this purpoſe. 


taining many ſalutary appointments with reſpect 
to the conſtitution and powers of the ſupreme coun. 
eil of the Indies; concerning the ſtation and juriſ- 
diction of the royal audiences in different parts of 
America, the adminiſtration of juſtice, the order of 
government, both eccleſiaſtical and civil. Theſe 
were approved of by all ranks of men, But toge- 
ther with them were iſſued the following regulations, 
which excited univerſal alarm, and occaſioned the 
moſt violent convulſions : „That as the repar- 
timientos or ſhares of land ſeized by ſeveral per- 
lons appeared to be exceſſive, the royal audiences 
are empowered to reduce them to a moderate ex- 
tent: That upon the death of any conqueror or 
planter, the lands and Indians granted to him 
ſhall not deſcend to his widow or children, but re- 
turn to the crown ; That the Indians ſhall hence- 
torth be exempted from perſonal ſervice, and 
ſhall not be compelled to carry the baggage of 

travellers, 


* See NOTE XLIII. 
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O Eiidhters; to labour in the mines, or to dive in the 
VI. pearl fifheties : That the ſtated tribute due by them 
to their ſuperiors ſhall be aſcertained, and they 
| ſhall be paid as ſervants for any work they volun. 
tarily perform: That all perſons who are, or have 
been in public offices, ecclefiaſtics of every deno- 
mination, hoſpitals and monaſteries, ſhall be de. 
prived of the lands and Indians allotted to them, 
and theſe be annexed to the crown : That every 
perſon in Peru, who had any criminal concern in 
the conteſts between Pizarro and Almagro, ſhould 

forfeit his lands and Indians “.“ 

His mivif- ALT the Spaniſh miniſters who had hitherto 
fratcacang beer entruſted! with the direction of American af. 
them. fairs, and who were beſt acquainted with the ſtate 
of the country, remonſtrated againft thoſe regula. 
ttons, as ruinous to tbeir infant colonies. They 
reprefented that the number of Spaniards who had 
hitherto emigrated to the New World was fo ex- 
tremely ſmall, that nothing could be expected from 
iy effort of theirs towards improving the vaſt re- 
Sons over which they were ſcattered ; that the 
fticcefs of every ſcheme for this purpoſe muſt de- 
pend upon the miniſtry and fervice of the Indians, 
whoſe native indolence and averſion to labour, no 
proſpe& of benefit, or promiſe of reward could 
furmoynt ; that the moment the right of impoſing 
4 talk, and exacting the performance of it was taken 
from their maſters, every. work of induſtry muſt 
ceaſe, and all the*ſources from which 80 be- 
gun to pour in upon Spain muſt be ftopped for 
ever. But Charles, tenacious at all times of is own 
opinions, and ſo much impreſſed at preſent with 
the view of the diforders which reigned in Ame- 
rica, that he was willing to hazard the application 
| even 


* Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vi. c. 5. Fernandez Hiſt. lib. i. 
„ 5 | . 
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even of a dangerous remedy, perſiſted in his reſo- B OO R 

lation of publiſhing the laws. That they might VL 

be carried into execution with greater vigour and. 

authority, he authoriſed Franciſco Tello de San- 15 

doval to repair to Mexico as vifitador or ſuperin- | 

tendent of that country, and to co-operate with 

Antonio de Mendoza, the viceroy, in. enforcing 

them. He appointed Blaſco Nugnez Vela to be enen 

governor of Peru, with the title of Viceroy ; and in appointed 

order to ſtrengthen his adminiſtration, he 1 

bliſhed a court of royal audience in Lima, in which 

four lawyers of eminence were to prehde as 

judges “. | | | 
Tux viceroy and ſuperintendent ſailed at the 284 

ſame time; and an account of the laws which they gl. 

were to enforce reached America before them. don in tiew 

The entry of Sandoval into Mexico was viewed as Pan. 

the prelude of general ruin. The unlimited grant - 

of liberty to the Indians affeted every Spaniard in 

America without diſtinction, and there was hardly 

one who might not 6a ſome pretext be included 

under the other regulations, and ſuffer by them. 

But the colony in New Spain had now been ſo long 

accuſtomed to the reſtraints of law and authority 

under the ſteady and prudent adminiſtration of 

Mendo, that how much ſoever the ſpirit of the 

new ſtatutes was deteſted and dreaded, no attempt 

was made to obſtruct the publication of them by 

any act of violence unbecoming ſubjects. The ma- 

giſtrates and principal inhabitants, however, pre- 

ſented dutiful addreſſes to the viceroy and ſuper- 

intendent, repreſenting the fatal eon ſequences of 

enforeing them. Happily for them, Mendoza, by 

long reſidence in the country, was ſo thoroughly 

acquainted with its ſtate, that he knew what * 

5 or 


Zarate, lb, iii. c. 24. Gomara, c. 151. Vega, p. 2. lib. 
il, c. 20. f 
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B O O K for its intereſt as well as what it could bear; and 


VI. 


Sandoval, though new in office, diſplayed a degree 


— of moderation ſeldom poſſeſſed by perſons juſt en- 
1544+ tering upon the exerciſe of power. They engaged 


\ 


In Peru. 


to ſuipend, for ſome time, the execution of what 
was offenſive in the new laws, and not only con. 
ſented that a deputation of citizens ſhould be ſent 
to Europe to lay before the emperor the apprehen. 
ſions of his ſubjects in New Spain with reſpe to 
their tendency and efſects, but they concurred with 
them in ſupporting their ſentiments. Charles, 
moved by the opinion of men whoſe abilities and 
integrity intitled them to decide concerning what 


fell immediately under their own view, granted 
ſuch a relaxation of the rigour of the laws as re- 


eſtabliſhed the colony in its former tranquillity *. 
In Peru the ſtorm gathcred with an aſpect ſtill 


more fierce and threatening, and was not ſo ſoon 


diſperſed. The conquerors of Peru, of a rank 
much inferior to thoſe who had ſubjected Mexico 
to the Spaniſh crown, farther removed trom the in- 
ſpection of the parent ſtate, and intoxicated with 
the ſudden acquifition of wealth, carried on all 
their operations with greater licence and irregula- 
rity than any body of adventurers in the New 


World. Amidfi the general ſubverſion of law and 


order, occahoned by two ſucecfhve civil wars, 
when each individual was at.liberty to decide ſor 
himſelf, without any guide but his own intereſt or 
paſſions, this turbulent ſpirit roſe above all ſenſe 


of ſubordination. To mcn thus corrupted by 


anarchy, the introduction of regular government, 
the power of a viceroy, and the authority of a 
reſpectable court of judicature, would have ap- 
peared formidable reſtraints, to which they would 
| | have 

* Fernandez Hiſt. lib. i. c. 3, 4, 5. Vega, p. 11. lib. iii. 


c. 21, 23. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. v. c. 7. lib. vii. e. 14, 15. 
Torquem. Mon. Ind. lib. v. c. 13. 
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have ſubmitted with reluctance. But they revolted BOOK 
with indignation againſt the idea of complying with VI. 
laws, by which they were to be ſtripped at once of TW 
all they had earned ſo hard vl during many yearsof 7544 


{crvice and ſuffering. As the account of the new 
laws ſpread ſucceſhvely through the different ſettle- 
ments, the inhabitants run together, the women in 
tears, and the men exclaiming againſt the injuſtice 
and ingratitude of their ſovereign, in depriving 
them, unheard and unconvicted, of their poſſeſſi- 
ons. © Is this, cried they, the recompence due to 
perſons, who, without public aid, at their own ex- 
pence, -and by their own valour, have ſubjected to 


the crown of Caſtile territorics of ſuch vaſt extent 


and opulence? Are thele the rewards beſtowed for 
having endured unparalleled diſtreſs, for having 
encountered every ſpecies of danger in the ſervice 
of their country? Whole merit is ſo great, whoſe 
conduct has been ſo irreproachable, that he may 
not be condemned by ſome penal clauſe in regula- 
tions, conceived in terms as looſe and comprehen- 
five, as if 1t had been intended that all thould be 
entangled in their ſnare ? "_ Spaniard of note 
in Peru has held ſome public office, and all, with- 
out diſtinction, have been conſtrained to take an 
aftive part in the conteſt between the two rival chiefs, 
Were the ſormer to be robbed of their property be- 
cauſe they had done their duty? Were the latter to 
be puniſhed on account of what they could not 
avoid? Shall the conquerors of this great empire, 


inſtead of receiving marks of diſtinction, be de- 


prived of the natural conſolation of providing for 
licir widows and children, and leave them to de- 
pend for ſubſiſtence on the ſcanty ſupply they can 
extort from unfceling courtiers *? We are not able 
now, continued they, to explore unknown regions 
iu queſt of more ſecure ſettlements; our conſtitu- 

tions, 
* Herrera, dec. 7, lib. vii, c. 14, 15. 
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BO O K tions, debilitated with age, and our bodies covered 
vi. with wounds, are uo longer fit for active ſervice; 
D but fill we poſſeſs vigour ſufficient to aſſert our juſt 
1544. rights, and we will not tamely ſuffer them to be 
An inſur- * 97 | | 
redion pre. Weſted from us “. 
vented by By diſcourſes of this ſort, uttered with vehe. 
non of Caf. tence, and liſtened to with univerſal approbation, 
tro. their paſſions were inflamed to ſuch a pitch, that 
they were prepared for the molt violent meaſures, 
and began to hold conſultations in different places, 
how they might oppoſe the entrance of the viceroy 
and judges, and prevent not only the execution but 
the promulgation of the new laws. From this, how. 
ever, they were diverted by the addreſs of Vaca de 
Caſtro, who flattered them with hopes, that, as ſoon 
as the viceroy and judges ſhould arrive, and had 
Jeiſure to examine their petitions and remonſtrances, 
they would concur with them in endeavouring to 
procure ſome mitigation in the rigour of laws which 
had been framed without due attention either to the 
ſtate of the country, or tothe ſentiments of the pco- 
ple. A greater degree of accommodation to theſe, 
and even ſome conceſſions on the part of govern- 
ment, were now become requiſite to compoſe the 
prefent ferment, and to footh the coloniſts into ſub- 
miſſion, by in ſpiring them with confidence in their 
faperiors. But without profound diſcernment, con- 
ciliating manners, and flexibility of temper, ſuch 
The ſpiritofa plan could not be carried on. The viceroy pol- 
diſaffet.on ſeffed none of theſe. Of all the qualities that fi 


increaſed by 5 | 
the «0a. men for high command, he was endowed only with 


Integrity-and courage; the former harſh and un- 
complying, the latter bordering ſo frequently on 
raſhnefs or obſtinacy, that in his fituation, they 

March 4- were defects rather than virtues. From the —_— 

that 


* Gomara, c. 152. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 10, 1! 
Vega, p. 11. lib. iii. c. 20, 22. hb. iv. c. 3, 4. 
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chat be landed at Tumbez, Nugnez Vela ſeems to B O O k 
have conſidered himſelf merely as an executive 
officer, without any diſcretionary power; and, re- "TV 


gardleſs of whatever he obſerved or heard coti- 

cerning the ſtate of the country, he adhered to 

the letter of the regulations with unrelenting ri- 

gour. In all the towns through which he paſſed, 

the natives were declared to be free, every perſon 

in public office was deprived of his lands and ſer- 

vants; and 4s an example of obedience to others, 
he would not ſuffer a fingle Indian to be employed 
in carrying his baggage in his march towards Lima. 

Amazement and conſternation went before him as 
he approached ; and ſo little ſolicitous was he to 
prevent them from augmenting, that on entering 
the capital, he openly avowed that he came to 
obey the orders of his ſovereign, not to diſpenſe 
with his laws. This harſh declaration was accom- 
panied with what rendered it ſtill more intolerable, 
havughtigefs in deportment, a tone of arrogance 
2nd decifion in diſcourſe, and an inſolence of of- 
fee grievous to men little accuſtomed to hold civil 
authority in high reſpet. Every attempt to pro- 
cure a ſuſpenſion or mitigation of the new laws, 
the viceroy conſidered as flowing from a ſpirit of 
diſaffection that tended to rebellion. Several per- 
ſors of rank were confined, and ſome put to 
death, without any form of trial. Vacade Caſtro 
was arreſted, and notwithſtanding the dignity of 
dis former rank, and his merit in having prevented 
general in ſurrection in the colony, he was loaded 
with chains, and ſhut up in the common jail *. 


By r however general the indignation was againſt The zoek: 
chuſe Gon- 
zalo Pizarro 
to be their 


ſuch proceedings, it is probable that the hand of 
authority would have been ſtrong enough to ſup- 
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1544+ 


Preſs leader. 


* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 23, 24, 25- Gomara, c. 153—1 55. 
Vega, p. 11. lib. iv. c. 4, 5- Fernandez, lib, 1. c. 6—10. 
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B O O K preſs it, and to prevent its burſting out with open 


VI. 
— 
1544. 
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violence, if the malcontents had not been pro, 
vided with a leader of credit and eminence tg 
unite and to dircct their efforts, From the tine 
that the purport of the new regulations was 
known in Peru, every Spaniard there turned hi 


eyes towards Gonzalo Pizarro, as the only perſon 


able to avert the ruin with which they threatcned 
the colony, From all quarters, letters and addrcl. 
ſes were lent to him, conjuring him to ſtand forth 


as their common protector, and offering to ſuppon 


him in the attempt with their lives and fortunes, 
Gonzalo, though inferior in talents to his other 
brothers, was equally ambitious, and of courage 
no leſs daring. The behaviour of an ungratetul 
court towards his brothers and himſelf, dwelt con- 
tinually on his mind; Ferdinand a ſtate priſoner 
in Europe, the children of the governor in cuttod 

of the viceroy, and ſent aboard his flect, bimiſelf 
reduced to the condition of a private citizcn in a 
country, for the diſcovery and conqueſt of which 
Spain was indebted to his ſamily. Thele thoughts 
prompted him to ſeck for ycugeance, and to alert 
the rights of his family, of which he now conſi. 
dered himſelf as the guardian and the Heir. But 
as no Spaniard can eaſily ſurmount that veneration 


for his ſovereign which is interwoven in his frame, 


the idea of marching in arms agaipſt the royal 
ſtandard, filled him with horror. He heſitated 
long, and was ſtill unrefolved, when the violence 
of the viceroy, the univerſal call of his country- 
men, and the certainty of becoming ſoon a victim 
himſelf to the ſeverity of the new laws, moved 
him to quit his reſidence at Chuquiſaca de la Plata, 
and repair to Cuzco. All the inhabitants went out 
to mect him, and received him with tranſports of 
Joy, as the deliverer of the colony. In the fervour 
of their zcal, they elected him procurater general 

85 01 
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f the Spaniſh nation in Peru, to ſolicit the repeal BO OK 1 
, of the late regulations. 'They authoriſed him to - VL 4 
ft ay their remoaſtrances before the royal audience 4 
Wh Lima, and upon pretext of danger from the 1544. 4 
N Indians, authoriſed him to march thither in arms. q 
7 Under ſanction of this nomination Pizarro took 4 
6 poſſeſſion of the royal treaſure, appointed officers, 4 
4 Wvicd ſoldiers, ſeized a large train of artillery 1 
„ shich Vaca de Caſtro had depoſited in Guamanga, 4 
h and ſet out for Lima, as if he had been advancing * 
n zzainſt a public enemy. Diſaffection having now 9 
« aumed a regular form, and being united under a 4 
chief of ſuch a diſtinguiſhed name, many perſons . 
of note reſorted to his ſtandard; and a conſidera- 9 

f ble part of the troops raiſed by the viceroy to op- 4 
d. poſe his progreſs, de ſerted to him in a body *. 4 
- BEFORE Pizarro reached Lima, a revolution Difſentions 7 
ly had happened there, which encouraged him to * _ =_ 1 


fc poroceed with almoſt a certainty of ſucceſs. The cour of u- 
nolence of the viceroy's adminiſtration was not dience. 1 
more formidable to the Spaniards of Peru than his 9 
„ oerbearing haughtine!s was odious to his aſſoci— ö 
n nes, the judges of the royal audience. During 9 
li. their voyage from Spain, ſome ſymptoms of cold- 
neſs began to appear f. But as ſoon as they en- 


* tered upon the exerciſe of their reſpective offices, 
g both parties were ſo much cxaſperated by frequent 
4 conteſts, ariſing from interference of juriſdiction 
ad contrariety of opinion, that their mutual dif- 


e et ſoon grew into open enmity. The judges 
thwarted the viceroy in every meaſure, ſet at li- 
* eny priſoners whom he had confined, juſtified 
od the malcontents, and applauded their remon- 
f ſtrances. At a time when both departments of 


nt government 1 
i ; * Zarate, lib. v. c. 1. Gomara, c. 156, 157. Vega, p. 12. 1 
U ib. iv. c. 4— 12. Fernandez, lib. 1. c. 12—17. Herrera, dec. 4 
ral . bb. vii. c. 18, Kc. lib. viii. c. 15. + Gomara, c. 172. q 


— 
- 


BOOK government ſhould have united againſt the ay. 
VI. proaching enemy, they were contending with each 
WY other for ſuperiority. The judges at length pre. 
In ey vailed. The viceroy, univerſally odious, and aban. 
impriſoned. doned even by his ewn guards, was ſeized in his 
Sept. 18. palace, and carried to a deſert iſland on the coaſ}, 
= be kept there until he could be ſent home tg 

| Spain. 1 
Viewof TRE judges, in conſequence of this, having af. 
ao. ſumed the ſupreme direction of affairs into their 
own hands, iſſued a proclamation ſuſpending the 
execution of the obnoxious: laws, and ſent a mel. 
ſage to Pizarro, ring him, as they had already 
granted whatever he could requeſt, to diſmiſs his 
-troops, and to repair to Lima with fifteen or twenty 
attendants. They could hardly expect that a man 
ſo daring and ambitious would tamely comply with 
this requifition. Ii was made, probably, with no 
ſuch intention, but only to throw a decent veil over 
their own conduct ; for: Cepeda, the prefident of 
the court of audience, a pragmetical and aſpiring 
lawyer, ſeems to have held a {ecret correſpondence 
with Pizarro, and had already formed the plan, 
which he afterwards exccuted, of devoting himſelf 
to his ſervice. The impriſonment of the viceroy, 
the uſurpation of the judges; together with the 
univerſal eonfuſion and anarchy conſequent upon 
events ſo ſingular and unexpected, opeued neu 
and vaſt proſpe&s to Pizarro. He now beheld the 
ſupreme power within his reach. Nor did he 
want courage to puſh on towards the obje& which 
fortune preſented to his view. Carvajal, the 
prompter of his reſolutions, and guide of all bi 
actions, had long fixed his eye upon it as the only 
end at which Pizarro ought to aim. Inſtead u 
the inferior function of procurator for the Spanil 
ſettlements in Peru, he openly demanded to be 
governor and captain general of the whole pro. 
8 | | VIRCE, 
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jince; and required the court of audience to grant B OO K 
him a commiſſion to that effect. At the head of VL 
welve hundred men, within a mile of Lima, where 
there was neither leader nor army to oppoſe him, 44. 
uch a requeſt carried with it the authority of a com- 
mand. But the judges, either from unwillingneſs 
to relinquiſh power, or from a deſire of preſervin 
ſome attention to appearances, heſitated, or ſeem 
io heſitate about complying. Carvajal, impatient g. .gumes 
of delay, and impewous in all his operations, the govern- 
marched into the city by night, ſeized ſeveral offi- 
cers of diſtinction obnoxious to Pizarro, and hang- 
ed them without the formality of a trial. Next 
morning the court of audience iflued a commathon 
in the emperor's name, appointing Pizarro, gover- 
nor of Peru, with full powers, civil as well as mi- 
litary, and he entered the town that day with ex- 
traordinary pomp, to take poſſeſſion of his new 
dignity “. | | 

Bur amidſt the diſorder and turbulence that ac- Od. 28. 


companied this total diſſolution of the frame of go- Tien 


recovers his 


vernment, the minds of men, ſet looſe: fram the nbeny. 
ordinary reſtraints of law and authority, acted with 
ſuch capricious irregularity, that events no: leſs 
extraordinary than unexpected followed inaxapid 
ſucceſſion. Pizarro had ſcarcely begun to exerciſe 
the new powers with which he was inveſted, when 
he beheld formidable enemies riſe up to oppaſe 
him. The viceroy having been put on board: a 
reſſel by the judges of the audience, in order that 
he might be carried to Spain under. cuſtody; of 
Juan Alvarez, one of their own number; as :taan 
as they were out at fea, Alvarez, either tauched 
with remorſe or moved by fear, fell at the. feet, f 

his priſoner, declared him from that moment to be 

| M5 free 

6 Zarate, Üb. v. c. 8—10. Vega, P+ IT, lib. iv, e. 13— 


19. Gomara, c. 159—163. Fernandez, lib. i. . 18-25. 
Herrera, dec. 7. lib. viii. c. 10—20. | 


a 


—_—_ _——_— ——————— ———— 
- e 
OD wat 

ma I 4-4 


7 — ee” 
Ger —— 
yg CV 


240 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


B O O K free, and that he himſelf, and every perſon in the 
VI. ſhip, would obey him as the legal repreſentative gf 
—— their ſovereign. Nugnez Vela ordered them 90 
1544. ſteer to Tumbesz, and landing there; erected the 
royal ſtandard, and refumed his functions of vice. 
roy. Several perſons of note, to whom the conta. 
gion of the ſeditious ſpirit which reigned at Cuzco 
and Lima had not reached, inſtantly-avowed their 
_ reſolution to ſupport his authority“. The violence 
of Pizarro's government, who obſerved every in. 
/ dividual with the timid jealouſy natural to uſurpers, 
and puniſhed every appearance of diſaffection with 
rigour, ſoon augmented the number of his adhe- 
rents, as it forced ſome leading men in the colony 
to fly to him for refuge. While he was gathering 
ſuch ſtrength at Tumbez, that his forccs began to 
allume the appearance of what was conſidered as 
an army in America. Diego Centeno, a bold and 
active officer, exaſperated by the cruclty and op- 
preſſion of Pizarro's lieutenant-governor in the 
province of Charcas, formed a conſpiracy againſt 
his life, cut him off, and declared for the vice- 

roy f. a . | | 
1545. P1zARRO, though alarmed with thoſe appear 
Pizarro ances of hoſtility in the oppoſite extremes of the 
gainſt him, empire, was not diſconcerted. He prepared to 
aſſert the authority to which he had attained, with 
the ſpirit and conduct of an officer accuſtomed to 
command, and marched directly againſt the vice- 
roy as the enemy who was neareſt as well as moli 
formidable. As he was maſter of the public reve- 
nues in Peru, and moſt of the military men were 
attached to his family, his troops were ſo numc- 


rous, that the viceroy, unable to face them, b 
treate 


te 


— . — 20 ee . my 


* M . 


 _ * Zarate, lib. v. c. 9. Gomara, c. 165. Fernandez, lib. L 
c. 23. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. viii. c. 15. Zarate, lib. v. e. 
18. Gomara, c. 169. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. ix. c. 27. 


advanced reſolutely to meet him. The battle was 
fierce and bloody, both parties fighting like men 
who knew that the poſſeſſion of a great empire, 
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treated towards Quito. Pizarro followed him, and ; O Ok 
in that long match; through a wild mountainous VI. 
country, both ſuffered hardſhips and encountered 
difficultics, which no troops but thoſe accuſtomed © 1345. 
to ſerve in America, could have endured or ſur- 
mounted“. The viceroy had ſcarcely reached 

Quito, when the van-guard of Pizarro's forces ap- 

peared, led by Carvajal, who, though near four- 

ſcore, was as hardy and active as any young ſol- 

dier under his command. Nugnez Vela inftantly: 
abandoned a town incapable of defence, and with 

a rapidity more reſembling a flight than a" retreat, 
marched into the province of Popayan. Pizarro 


continued to purſue, but finding it impoſſible to 


overtake him, returned to Quito. From thence he 
diſpatched Carvajal to oppoſe Centeno, who' was 
growing formidable in the ſouthern provinces of 


the empire, and he himſelf remained there to make 


head againſt the viceroyf, - 8 ; 

By his own activity, and the aſſiſtance of Be- The viceroy 
nalcazar, Nugnez Vela ſoon aſſembled four hundred 4cfeated. 
men in Popayan. As he retained, amidſt all his 
diſaſters, the ſame elevation of mind, and the 

fame high ſenſe of his own dignity, he rejected 

with diſdain the advice of ſome of his followers, 

who urged him to mike overtures of accomtnoda- 

tion to Pizarro, declaring: that it was only by the 
ſword that a conteſt with rebels could be decided. 
With this intention he marched back to Quito. 1846. 
Pizarro, relying on the ſuperior number, and {til 

more on the diſcipline and valour of his troops, 


January 18. 


1 ä che 


See NOTE XLIV. + Zarate, lib. v. c. 1 5, 16—24. 


Comara, Cs 167. Vega, P- 11. lib. 1w. c. 25—28, Fernan- 
dez, lib. 1. c. 34. 40. Herrera, dec. J. lib. viii. c. 16. 20-27. 
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BOOK the. fate of their leaders, and their own future 


VI. 
—— 
1546. 


and ſlain, 


fortune, depended upon the iſſue of that day. 
But Pizarro's veterans puſhed forward with ſuch 


regular and well · directed force, that they ſoon be- 


gan to make impreſſion on their enemies. The 
viceroy by extraordinary exertions, in which the 
abilities of a commander and the courage of a ſol- 
dier were equally diſplayed, held victory for ſonic 
time in ſuſpence. At length he fell, pierced with 
many wounds; and the rout of his followers be- 
came general. They were hotly purſued. His 


head was cut off, and placed on the public gibbet 


in Quito, which Pizarro entered in triumph. Thie 
troops aſſembled by Centeno were diſperſed ſoon 
after by Carvajal, and he himſelf eompelled to fly 
to the. mountains, where he. remained for ſeveral 
months. concealed in a cave. Every perſon in 
Peru, from the frontiers of Popayan to thoſe of 
Chili, ſubmitted to Pizarro ; _ by his fleet, un- 
der Pedro de Hinojoſa, he had not only the unri- 


valled command of the South Sea, but had taken 


| STA of Panama, and placed a garriſon in 
lombre de Dios, on the oppoſite fide of the iſth- 


mus, which rendered him maſter of the uſual ave- 


Pizarro ad- 
viſed to aſ- 


vereignty of 
Peru. 


nue of communication between Spain and Peru *. 
AFTER this decifive victory, Pizarro and his 


- followers remained for fome time at Quito, and 


during the firſt tranſports of their exultation, the 

ran into every exceſs of licentious indulgence, wit 

the riotous fpirit 'uſeal among low adventurers 
upon extraordinary ſucceſs. But, amidſt this dil- 
ſipation, their chief and his confidents were 
obliged to turn their thoughts ſometimes to what 
Rs, | - 4 was 


„ Zarate, lib. v. c. 31, 32. Gomara, c. 170. Vega, p. 11. 
lib. iv. c. 33, 34. Fernandes, lib. i. ce. 51—54. Herrera, 


dec. 7. lb. X. C. 12. 19—22. dec. 8. lib. . Co 1—3 - Ben zo, 
lib. iii. c. 12. ; | 


HISTORY OF AMERTCA. 
s ſerious, and deliberated with much folicitudeB O O K 
concerning © the part that he ought now to take. I. 
;rvajal, no leſs bold and deciſive in council than WW 
1 the field, had from the beginning warned Pi- 1546. 
acro, that in the career on which he was entering 
was in vain to think of holding a middle courſe; 
hat he muſt either boldly aim at 'all, or attempt 
thing. From the time that Pizarro obtained 
olſeſſion of the government of Peru, he inculcated 
ie fame maxim with greater earneſtneſs. Upon 
ceiving an account of the victory at Quito, he re- 
nonſtrated with him in a tone ſtill more peremp- 
ory. © You have uſurped (faid he, in a letter 
ritten to Pizarro on that occaſion) the ſupreme 
wower in this country, in contempt of the empe- 
ror's commiſhon to another. You have marched, 
In hoſtile array, againſt the royal ſtandard ; you 
have attacked the repreſentative of your ſovereign 
in the feld, have defeated him, and cut off his 
ad. Think not that ever a monarch will forgive 
ch inſults on his dignity, or that any reconcilia- 
tion with him can be cordial or fincere. Depend 
ao longer on the precarious favour of another. 
Aſſume yourſelf the ſovereignty over a country, 
0 the dominion of which your family has a title 
lounded on the rights both of diſcovery and con- 
queſt. It is in your power to attach every Spani- 
ud in Peru of any conſequence, inviolably to your 
Intereſt by en of lands and of Indians, 
or dy inſtituting ranks of nobility, of creating titles 
of honour ſimilar to thoſe which are courted 
with ſo much eagerneſs in Europe. By eſtabliſh- 
Ing orders of knighthood,” with privileges and 
vſtinRions reſembling thoſe in Spain, you may | 
beſtow a gratification upon the officers in your ſer- 
nee, ſuited to the ideas of military men. Nor is 
It to your countrymen only that you ought to at- q 
tend ; endeavour to gain the natives. By marry- 1 
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B e K ing the Coya, or daughter of the Sun next in ſue 


| ceſſion to the crown, you will induce: the Indian 
—T>. out of veneration for the blood of their ancient 


1546. princes, to;unite with the Spaniards. in ſupport of" 
your authority. Thus, at the head of the princiM?* 
pal inhabitants of Peru, as well as of the new ſei * 
tlers there, you may ſet at defiance the power of" Fa 
Spain, and repel with eaſe any feeble force whic ED 
it can ſend at ſuch a diſtance.” Cepeda, the lawyer "or 


who was now Pizarro's. confidential counſellor 

enen ſeconded Carvajal's exhortations, and en 

re whatever learning he poſſeſſed in demon. 

rating, that all the foundersof great monarchie 

had been raiſed to pre-eminence, not by the anti: 

quity of their lineage, or the validity of their right, 

but by their own enterpriſing valour and perſonal 
merit“. Y | e 

But ehooſes . PrzARRO liſtened attentively to both, and could 

ich Fo e not conceal the ſatisfaction with which he con. 

Court of templated the object that they prefented to hi 

Span. view. But happily for the tranquillity of the 

world, few men poſleſs that ſuperior ſtrength © 

mind, and extent of abilities, which are capable 

of forming and executing ſuch daring ſchemes, as 

cannot be accompliſhed without overturning the 

eſtabliſhed order of ſociety, and violating thode 

maxims of duty whieh men are accuſtomed to hol 

ſacred. The mediocrity of Pizarro's talents cir: 

cumſeribed his ambition within more narroy 

limits. Inſtead of aſpiring at independent power, 

he confined his views to the obtaining from the 

court of Spain a . confirmation. of the authority 

which he now poſſeſſed ; and for that purpoſe, he 

"Tent an officer of diſtinction thither, to give ſuch a 

repreſentation of his. conduct, and of the ſtate b 

| 7 Wee - | | . the 


g » Vega, p. 1 Ll, 1 RY 40. Fernandez, lib. i. c. 34. lib, il 
e. 13. 49: Herrera, dec. 8. lib. ii. c. 10. 


W 2 


HISTORY” OFT AMERIGA. 245 


e country, as might induce the emperor and his g; O O K 
iniſters, either from inclination or from neceſſi- VI. 
to continue him in his preſent ſtation. Ir 
WriLre Pizarro was deliberating with re ſpect to 1 | a 
te part which he ſhould take, conſultations were Seng 
d in Spain, with no leſs ſolicitude, concerning the Spanim mie 
eaſures which ought to be purſued in order to re- 

abliſh the emperor's authority in Peru. Though 
nacquainted with the laſt exceſſes of outrage to 

hich the malcontents had -praceeded there, the 

gurt had received an account of the inſurrection 

inſt the yiceroy, of his-impriſonment, and the 
urpation of the government by Pizarro, A re- 

lution ſo alarming, called for an immediate ine 
poſition of the emperor's abilities and authorſty. 

tas he was fully occupied at that time in Ger. 

my, in conducting the war againſt the famous 

ague of Smalkalde, one of the moſt intereſting 

id arduqus enterpriſes in his reign, the care of 

oviding a remedy for the diſorders in Peru de- 

ed upon his Ga Philip, and the counſellors 

hom Charles had appointed to aſſiſt him in the 
ernment of Spain during his abſence, - At firſt 

ew, the actions of Pizarro and his adherents ap- 

ared ſo repugnant to the duty of ſubjects towards 

eir ſovereign, that the greater part of the miniſ- 

s infiſted on declaring them inſtantly to be guil- 

of rebellion, and. on proceeding ta puniſh them 

Ith exemplary rigour. But when the fervour of 

cir zeal and 1ndignation began to abate, innume- 

dle obſtacles. to the execution of this meaſure 

elented themſelves. The veteran bands of in- 

try, the ſtrength and glory of the Spaniſh ar- 

es, were then employed in Germany. Spain, 

hauſted of men and money by a long ſeries of 

ars, in which ſhe had been involved by the 

leſs ambition of two ſucceſſive monarchs, could 
not 
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B O O K net eafily equip an armament of ſufficient force 


I 546- 


Gaſca ap- 
pointed to 
repair to 
Peru as pre- 
dent. | 


— 
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reduce Pizarro. To tranſport any reſpeRable | 
of troops to a country ſo remote as Peru, appear 
almoſt impoſſible. While Pizarro continued ms 
ter of the South Sea, the direct rout by Nomb 
de Dios and Panama was impracticable. An ; 
tempt to march to Quito by land through the ue 
kingdom of Grenada, and the province of Popayz 
acroſs regions of vaſt extent, deſolate, unhealth 
or inhabited by fierce and hoſtile tribes, would | 
attended with un ſurmountable danger and har 
ſhips. The paſſage to the South Sea by the Stu 
of Magellan was ſo tedious, ſo uncertain, and 
little known in that age, that no confidence coul 
be placed in any effort carried on in a courſe ( 
navigation ſo remote and precarious. Nothing the 
remained but to relinquiſh the ſyſtem which t 
ardour of their loyalty firſt ſuggeſted. and to: 
tempt by lenient meaſures what could not be « 
fected by force. It was manifeſt from Pizarro's { 
heitude to repreſent his conduct in a favourab 
light to the emperor, that, notwitbſtanding t 
exceſſes of which he had been guilty, he till r 
tained ſentiments of veneration for his ſovercigt 
By a proper application to theſe, together wii 
ſome ſuch conceſſions as ſhould diſcover a ſpirit 
moderation. and forbearance in government, 
wigh be yet reclaimed, or the ideas of loyalt 
atural to Spaniards might ſo far revive among hi 
followers, that they would no longer lend thei 
aid to uphold his uſurped authority. 
Tux ſucceſs, however, of this negociation, i 
leſs delicate than it was important, depended ei 
tirely on the abilities and addreſs of the perſon i 
whom it ſhould be committed. After weighinl 
with much attention the comparative merit d 
CC wes 
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unanimity of choice, upon Pedro de la Gaſca, a VI. 
prieſt in no higher ſtation than that of counſellor ww 
to the inquiſition. Though in no public office, 1346. 
he had been occaſionally employed by govern- 7 
ment ia affairs of truſt and conſequence, and had 
conducted them with no leſs ſkill than ſucceſs; 
diſplaying a geutle and 1nfinuating temper, .ac- 
companied with much firmneſs ; probity, ſuperior 
to any feeling. of private intereſt ; and' a cautious 
circumſpection in concerting meaſures, followed 
by ſuch vigour in executing them, as is rarely found 
in alliance with the other, Theſe qualities marked 
him out for the function to which he was deſtined, 
The emperor, to whom Gaſca was not unknown, 
warmly approved of the choice, and communicated 
it to him in a letter, containing expreſhons of good- 
will and confidence, no leſs honourable to the 
prince who wrote, than to the ſubject who received 
it. Gaſca, notwithſtanding his advanced age and 
feeble conſtitution, and though, from the appre- 
henſions natural to a man, wha, during the courſe 
of his life, had never been out of his own coun- 
try, he dreaded the effects of a long Hate, and 
of an unhealthy climate“, did not heſitate a mo- 
ment about complying with the will of his ſove- 
reign. In order to ſhew that it was from this prin- His mode- 
eiple alone that he acted, he refuſed a biſhopric — 
which was offered to him, in order that he might 
bear a more dignified character; he would accept 
of no higher title than that of preſident of the 
court of audience in Lima; and declared that he 
would receive no ſalary on account of his diſcharg- 
ing the duties of that office. All he required was, 
that the expence of ſupporting his family ſhould be 
defrayed by the public, and as he was to go like a 

h . miniſter 


* Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 17. 


various. perſons, the Spaniſh miniſters fixed with go ok 


— 8 
% + 
o— 


— 


— p — | _— 


„„ 


4 * % " l » 
=_ * — 4 dy — 2 * 4 12 * * . —_ 
= A - — 


A — 
Are ot —  - A ” 9 
% 


* 
- - — a — 
— 1 


8 
W —— 2 


— L—?kſ — 
n — 


* > 
— — —n—_— —:!k! „% OT OL . ˙ ———— — - 
- 2 = 
— 


as.” 

— m — - 
- — * — » 
— PR” . IE... 


.248 % 


1. D 


HISTORY or AMERICA. 


BO-O K-miniſterof peace with his gown and-breviary, and 


VI. 


without any retinue but a few domeſtics, this 


>, would;not load the. revenue with any enormous 


1546. 


burden 


The powers - BUT while he pere fach dibntereſted mo- 


cammitted 
to him- 


deration with reſpect to Whatever related perſon. 
ally to himſelf, he demanded his official powers in 


à very different tone. He inſiſted, as he was to 
be employed in a country ſo remote from the ſeat 
of government, where be could not have recourſe 


to his ſovereign for new. inſtruQions ' on every 


- emergence. and as the whole ſucceſs of his ne- 


gociations muſt depend upon the confidence which 
the people. with whom he had to treat could place 
in the extent of bis powers, that be ought to be 
inveſted with unlimited authority, that his juriſ- 


. dition mult reach to all perſons and to all cauſes; 


that he muſt be empowered. to pardon, to puniſh, 


or to reward, as cireumſtances and the behaviour 


of different men might require; that, in caſe of 
reſiſtance from the malcontents, he might be au- 


thoriſed to reduce them to obedience by ſorce of. 
arms, to levy troops for that purpoſe, and to call 
for alſiſtanee from the governors of all the Spaniſh 
ſettlements in America. Thefe powers, though 
manifeſtly ' conducive to the great objects of his 


miſſion, appeared to the Spaniſh minilters to be 


inalienable prerogatives of royalty, which ought 
not to be. delcgated to a ſubject, and they refuſed 


to grant them. But the emperor's views were 


more enlarged. As from the nature of his employ- 


ment, Gaſca muſt be entruſted ' with diſcretionary, 
power in ſeveral points, and all his efforts might 


| . incffeQual if he was circumſcribed | in any 


7 one 


Zarate, lib. vi. c. 6. Coe. e. 174. Fernandez, lib. ii. 


c. 1 Vega, p. 11. * v. c. 1. Herrera, dec. 8. lib. 1. 
c. 4. Kc. { 
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one particular. Charles ſcrupled not to inveſt him BO OK 
with authority to the full extent that he demanded, VI. 
Highly ſatisfied with this freſh proof of his maſter's = 
confidence, Gaſca haſtened his departure, and 1546. 
without either money or troops, ſer out to quell a 
formidable rebellion, . AS i e Goa 
Ox his arrival at Nombre de Dios, be found JV 27- 
Hernan Mexia, an officer of note, poſted there, at Panama. 
by order of Pizarro, with a confiderable body of 
men, to oppoſe the landing of any hoſtile forces. 
But Gaſca appeared in ſuch pacific guiſe, with a 
train ſo little formidable, and with a title of no 
ſuch dignity. as to excite terror, that he was receiv- 
ed with much reſpect. From Nombre. de Dios he 
advanced to Panama, and met with a ? the 5 recep- 
tion from Hinojoſa, whom Pizarro had entruſted 
with the government of that town, and the com- 
mand- of his fleet ſtationed there. In both places 
he held the ſame language, declaring that he was 

ſent. by their ſovereign as a meſſenger of peace, 
not as; a miniſter of vengeance ; that he came to 

redreſs all their grievances, to revoke the laws 

which had excited alarm, to pardon paſt offences, 
and to re-eſtabliſh order and Juſtice in the govern- 

ment of Peru. His mild deportment, the ſimpli- 

city of his manners, the ſanity of his profeſſion, 
and a winning appearance of candour, gained cre- 

dit-to his declarations. The veneration due to a 

perſon clothed with legal authority, and acting 

in virtue of a royal commiſhon, began to revive 

among men accuſtomed for ſome time to nothing 

more re ſpectable than an uſurped juriſdiction. 
Hinojoſa, Mexia, and ſeveral other officers of diſ- 
tinction, to each of whom Gaſca applied ſeparate- 

ly, were gained oyer to his intereſt, and bs 

1 | | only 


Fernandes, lib. 11. c. 16—18. 
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BO O K only for ſome decent occaſion of declaring openly 
VI. in his favour®. 
— — Tuis the violence of Pizarro ſoap afforded them. 
1 As ſoon as he heard of Gaſca's arrival at Panama, 
ent 1 | . 

proceedings though he received at the ſame time an account of 
Pizarro. the nature of his commiſhon, and was informed 
that he offered to render every Spaniard in Peru 
- eaſy concerning what was paſt, by an act of gene- 
ral oblivion ; and ſecure with reſpe& to the future, 
by repcaling the obnoxious laws; inſtcad of ac. 
cepting with gratitude his ſoyereign's gracious con- 
ceſſions, he was ſo much exaſperated on finding 
that he was not to be continued in his ſtation as 
governor of the country, that he inſtantly reſolved 
to oppoſe the preſident's entry into Peru, and to 
revent his exereiſing any juriſdiction there, To 
this deſperate reſolution he added another highly 
prepolterous. He ſent a new deputation to Spain 
to juſtify this conduct, and to infiſt, in name of all 
the communities in Peru, for a confirmation of the 
government to himſelf during life, as the only 
means of preſerying tranquillity there. The per: 
ſons entruſted with this ſtrapge commiſſion, inti- 
mated the intention of Pizarro to the preſident, 
and required him, in his name, to depart from 
Panama, and return to Spain, They carried like- 
wiſe ſecret inſtructions to Hinojoſa, directing him 
to offer Gaſca a preſent of fifty thouſand peſos, 
if he would comply voluntarily with what was 
demanded of him; and if he ſhould continue 
obſtinate, to cut him off either by aſſaſſination or 


poiſon f. | 
Many 


Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 21, &c. Zarate, lib. vi. c. 6, 7. 
Gomara, c. 175. Vega, p. 11. lib. v. c. z. 7 Zarate, lib. 
vi. c. 8. Fernandez, lib. ii. & 33, 34. Herrera, dec. 8. lib. 
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Many circumſtances concurred in puſhing on ; © ok 
Pizarro tothoſe wild meafures. Having been once VI. 
accuſtomed to the pre-eminence of ſupreme com- 
mand, he could not bear the thoughts of deſcend. 1546. 
ing to a private ſtation. Conſcious of his own de- de. 
merit, he ſuſpected that the emperor ſtudied only 
to deceive him, and would never pardon the out- 


| Tages which he had committed. His chief confi- 


dcnts, no lefs guilty, entertained the ſame appre- 
henſions. The approach of Gaſca without any 
military force excited no terror. There were now 
above fix thouſand Spaniards ſettled in Peru“; 
and at the head of theſe he doubted not to main- 
tain his own independence, if the court of Spain 


Thould refuſe to grant what he required. But he 


knew not that a ſpirit of deſection had already 
begun to ſpread among thoſe whom he truſted moſt 
Hinojoſa, amazed at his precipitate reſolution of 
ſetting himſelf in oppoſition to the emperor's com- 
miſhon, and diſdaining to be bis inſtrument in 
executing the odious crimes pointed out in his ſe- 
cret inſtructions, publicly recognized the preſident 
as his only lawful ſuperior. The officers under 
his command did the ſame. Such was the conta- 
gious influence of the example, that it reached 
even the deputies who had been ſent from Peru; 
and at the time when Pizarro expected to hear ei- 
ther of Gaſca's return to Spain, or of his death, 
he received an account of his being maſter of the 
ot, of Panama, and of the troops ſtationed 
there. 


ſolves on 


unexpected, he openly prepared for war; and in . 


order to 3 ſome colour of juſtice to his arms, he 1547. 
the court of audience in Lima to proceed 


appointe 
n to 


Herrera, dec. 8. lib. iii. c. 1. 
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BOOK to 1 trial of Gaſca, for the crimes of having 


VI. 
wr 


1547. 


Prepa 
ons of Gaſca. 


to Spain. 


ſeized his ſhips, ſeduced his officers, and preveut- 
ed his deputies from proceeding on their voyage 
Cepeda, though acting as a judge in 


- + yirtue of the royal commiſſion, did not ſeruple to 


rati- 


proſtitute the dignity of his function, by finding 
Gaſca guilty of treaſon, and condemning him to 
death an that account“. Wild, and even ridicu- 
lous, as this proceeding was, it impoſed on the low 
illiterate adventurers, with whom Peru was filled, 
by the ſemblance of a legal ſanction, warranting 
Pizarro to carry on hoſtilities againſt 2 convicted 
traitor. Soldiers accordingly reſorted from every 
dead of to his ſtandard, and he was ſoon at the 

ad of a thouſand men, the beſt equipped that had 
ever taken the field in Peru. 

. Gasca, on his part, perceiving that force muſt 
be employed in — to agcompliſh the purpoſe of 
his miſſion, was ng leſs Foe | in collecting 


troops from Nicaragua, Carthagena, and other 


April. 


ſettlements _ on the continent ; and with ſuch ſuc- 
cels, that he was ſoon 1 in a condition to detach a 
ſquadron of his fleet with a conſiderable body of 


. ſoldiers, . to the coaſt of Peru. Their appearance 


excited a. dreadful alarm ; and though they did 
not attempt for ſome time to make any deſcent, 
they did more effectual ſervice, by ſetting aſhore 
10 different. laces, . perſons who diſperſed copies 
of the act o* general indemnity, and the revoca- 
tion of the late edicts; and who made known 
every where the pacific intentions, as wcll as mild 
temper of the preſident. The effect of ſpreading 
this. information was wonderful. All who were 
diſſatisfied with Pizarro s violent adminiſtration, 

all 


* Fernandez, lib. it. c. 55. Vega, p. 11. lib. v. c. 7. Her- 


rera, dec. 8. lib. ili. c. 6. 
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all who retained any ſentiments of fidelity to their ; OO R 
ſovereign, began to meditate revolt. Some:openly VI. 

deſerted a caule which they now deemed to be un 
juſt. Ceuteno, leaving the cave in which he lay 1547- . 
concealed, aſſembled about fiſty of his former ad- xj ona 
herents, and with this feeble half-armed band ad- 90 
vanced boldly to Cuzco. By a ſudden attack in rr 
the night-time, in which he diſplayed no leſs mi- 7 
litary {kill than valour, he rendered himſelf maſter. 44 
of that capital, though defended. by a garriſon of 
five hundred men. Moſt of theſe: having ranged 
themſelves under his banners, he had ſoon the 
command of a reſpectable body of troops*. 
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. Pizarro, though aſtoniſhed at beholding one againt 
enemy approaching by ſea, and another by land, on Fi- 
at a time when he truſted to the union of all Peru march, 
in his favour, was of a ſpirit more undaunted, 
and more accuſtomed to the viciflitudes of for- 
tune, than to be diſconcerted or appalled. As the 
danger from Centeno's operations was the molt 
urgent, he inſtantly ſet out to oppoſe him. Hav- 
ing provided horſes for all his ſoldiers, he marched 
with amazing rapidity. But every morning he 
found his force diminiſhed by numbers who had 
left him during the night; and though he became 
ſuſpicious to exceſs, and puniſhed without mercy 
all whom he ſuſpected, the rage of deſertion was 
too violent to be checked. Before he got within 
light of the enemy at Huarina, near the lake Titi- 
aca, he could not muſter more than four hundred 
ſoldiers. But theſe he juſtly conſidered as men of 
tried attachment, on whom he might depend. 
They were indeed the boldeſt and moſt deſperate 
of his followers, conſcious like himſelf of crimes 
for which they could hardly expect forgiveneſs, 

and 
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* Zarate, lib. vi. c. 1 3—16. Gomara, c. 180, 181. Fer- 
nandez, Ib. ii. c. 28. 64, &c. 5 | 
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B OO RE and without any hope but in the ſucceſs of their 


VI. 


arms; With theſe he did not heſitate to attack Cen- 


teno's troops, though double to his ou in number. 


. 


and defeats 


Gaka lands took p poſſeſſion of the town. 


The royaliſts did not decline the combat: It was 
the moſt obſtinate and bloody that had hitherto 
been fought in Peru. At length the intrepid valour 
of Pizarro, and the ſuperiority of Carvajal's mili- 
tary talents; | triumphed over numbers, and ob- 
tained a complete victory. The booty was im- 
menſe“, and the treatment of the vanquiſhed 
cruel. By this ſignal ſucceſs the reputation of Pi- 
zarro was re-eſtabliſhed, and being now deemed 
invincible in the field, his army increaſed daily in 
number f. 

Bur events happened in ather parts of Peru, 


which more than counterbalanced the ſplendid 


victory at Huarina. Pizarro had ſcarcely left Li- 
ma, when the eitizens, weary of his oppreſſive 
dominion, erected the royal ſtandard,” and Alda- 
na, with a detachment of ſoldiers from the flect, 
About the ſame 
time], the preſident landed at Tumbez with five 
hundred men. Encouraged by his preſence, every 
ſettlement in the low country declared for the 
king. The ſituation of the two parties was now 
perfectly reverſed ; Cuzco and the adjacent pro- 
vinces were poſſeſſed by Pizarro; all the reſt of 
the empire, from Quito ſouthward, acknowledg- 
ed the juriſdiction of Gaſca. As his numbers 
augmenited faſt, Gaſca advanced into the interior 
part of the country. His behaviour ſtill conti- 
nued to be gentle and unaſſuming ; he expreſſed, 
on every occaſtdn, his ardent wiſh of terminating 
the conteſt without bloodſhed. More ſolicitous to 

_ reclaim 


* See NOTE XLV. + Zarate, lib. vii. c. 2, 3. 
Gomara, c. 181. Vega, p. II. lib. v. c. 18, &. Fernandez, 
lib. ii. c. 79. Herrera, dec. 8. lib. iv. c. 1, 2. 1 Zarates 
lib. vi. c. 17. 
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reclaim than to puniſh, he upbraided no man for BO OE 
paſt ofer:ces, but received them as a father receives VI. 
penitent children returning to a ſenſe of their duty. r 
Though defirous of peace, he did not ſlacken bis 1577 
preparations for war. He appointed the general 
rendezvous of his troops in the fertile valley of 
XauXa, on the road to Cuzco *. There be remained Advances | 
for ſome months, not only that he might have time wars 4 
to make another attempt towards an accommoda- 4 
tion with Pizarro, but that he might train his new b 
ſoldiers to the uſe of arms and accuſtom them to 1 
the diſcipline of a camp, before he led them againſt 4 
' 
| 


a body of victorious veterans. Pizarro, intoxicated 
with the ſucceſs which had hitherto accompanied 
his arms, and elated with having again near a thou- | 
and men under his command, refuſed to liſten to 1 
any terms, although Cepeda, together with ſeveral _ | 1 
of his officers, and even Carvajal himſelf t, gave | 
it as their advice, to cloſe with the preſident's offer | 
ofa general indemaity, and the revocation of the 1 
obnoxious laws 1. Gaſca having tried in vaiu | 
every expedient to avoid imbruing his hands in 4 
the blood of his countrymen, began to move to- 1 
wards Cuzco at the head of fixteen hundred men. Dec. ag. | q 
PizARRO, confident of victory, ſuffered the goth parties 4 
wyaliſts to pals all the rivers that lie between Gua- prepare for 
manga and Cuzco without oppoſition, and to ad- 
nance within four leagues of that capital, flattering 
himſelf that a defeat in ſuch a ſituation as rendered 
a retreat impracticable would at once terminate the 
var. He then marched out to meet the enemy, and 
Carvajal choſe his ground, and made the diſpoſition. April g- 
of the troops with the diſcerning eye, and profound 
knowledge in the art of war, conſpicuous in all 
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f See NOTE XLVI. | t Zarate, lib. vu. c. 6. | 
Vega, p. 11. lib. v. c. 27. 
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BOO K his operations. As the two armies moved forward 


vi. 


ſlowly to' the charge, the appearance of each was 


——— ſingular. In that of Pizarro compoſed of men en. 


1548. 


.« 


Pizarro de- 


ſerted by his 


troops. 


riched with the ſpoils of the molt opulent country 
in America. Every officer, and almoſt all the 
private men were clothed in ſtuffs of filk, or bro. 
cade, embroidered with gold and filver; and their 


| horſes, their arms, their ſtandards, were adorned 
with all the pride of * pomp“. That of 


Gaſca, though not ſo ſplendid, exhibited what was 
no leſs ſtriking. He himſelf, accompanied by the 
archbiſhop of Lima, the biſhops of Quito and Cuz. 
co, and a great number of. ecclehaſtics, marching 
along the lines, bleſſing the men, and encouraging 
them to a reſolute diſcharge of their duty. f 
When both were juſt ready to engage, Cepeda 
ſet ſpurs to his horſe, galloped off, and ſurrendered 
himſelf to the preſident. Garcilaſſo de la Vega, 
and other offieers of note, followed his example. 
The revolt of perſons in ſuch high rank ſtruck all 
with amazement. The mutual confidence on which 
the union and ſtrength of armies depend, ceaſed at 
once. Diſtruſt and conſternation ſpread from rank 
to rank. Some ſilently ſlipped away, others threw 


down their arms, the greateſt number went over to 


the royaliſts. Pizarro, Carvajal, and ſome leaders, 
employed authority, threats,. and intreaties to ſtop 
them, but in vain. - In leſsthan halfan hour a body 
of men, which might have decided the. fate of the 
Peruvian empire, was totally diſperſed. . Pizarro 
ſeeing all irretrievably loſt, cried out in amaze- 


ment to a few officers who ftill faithfully adhered 


to him, What remains for us to do?“ Let 


us ruſh,” replied one of them, upon the enemy's 
ftrmeſt battalion, and die like Romans.“ De: 
jected with ſuch a reverſe of fortune, he had 


uo 


:* Zarate, lib. vi. & 11. 
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not ſpirit to follow this ſoldierly counſel, and with BOOK 


a tameneſs diſgraceful to his former fame, he VI. 


ſurrendered to one of Gaſca's: officers: Carvajal, — 


endeavouring to eſeape, was overtaken and 1548. 
ſcized. taken, 


Gase, happy in this bloodleſs victory, did and put to 


not ſtain it with cruelty. Pizarro, Carvajal; and” 
a ſmall number of the moſt diſtinguiſhed or noto- 
rious offenders, werte puniſhed eapitally. Pizarro 
was beheaded on the day after he ſurrendered, 
He ſubmitted to his fate with a compoſed dignity, 
and ſeemed defirous to attone by repentance for 
the crimes which he had committed; The end of 
Carvajal was ſuitable to his life. On his trial he 
offered no defence. When the ſentence adjudg- 
ing him to be hanged was pronounced, he care- 
lelsly replied, © One can die but once.” During 
the interval between the ſentence and execu- 
tion, he diſcovered no ſign either of remorſe for 
the paſt, or of ſohcitude about the future; ' ſcoffing 
at all who viſited him, in his uſual ſarcaſtic vein 
of mirth, with the ſame quickneſs of repartee and 
groſs pleaſantry as at auy other period of his life. 
Cepeda, more criminal than either, ought to have 
ſhared the ſame fate; but the merit of having 
deſerted his aſſociates at ſuch a critical mo- 
ment, and with ſuch deciſive effect, ſaved him 
from immediate puniſhment. He was ſent, how- 
ever, as a priſoner to Spain, and died in confine- 
ment *; ; | 

In the minute detail which the contemporary 
hiſtorians have given of the civil diſſenſions that 
raged in Peru, with little interruption, during ten 
years, many circumſtances occur fo ſtriking, and 

VoI. II. 8 which 


* Zarate, lib. vii. c. 6, 7, 8. Gomara, c. 185, 186. Vega, 
p. 11. lib. v. c. 30, &c. Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 86, &c. Her- 
rera, dec. 8. lib. iv. c. 14, &c. 
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BOOK which indicate ſuch an uncommon ſtate of man- 
PFI. ners, as to merit particular attention. | 
wx 'Twoucn the Spaniards who firſt invaded Peru 
Net 8. were of the loweſt order in ſociety, and the greater 
nary ladies Part of thoſe who afterwards joined them were 
In Fa off perſons of deſperate fortune, yet in all the bodies 
"pa As: of troops brought into the field by the different 
leaders who contended for ſuperiority, not one 
man acted as a hired ſoldier, that follows his 
| Randard for pay. Every adventuser in Peru con- 
ſidered himſelf as a conqueror, entitled, by his 
ſervices, to an eſtabliſhment in that country which 
bad been acquired by his valeur. In the conteſts 
between the rival chiefs, each chooſe his ſide as he 
was directed by his own judgment or affeGions. 
He joined his commander as a companion of his 
fortune, and diſdained to degrade himſelf by re- 
ceiving the wages of a mercenary. It was to their 
{words, not to pre-eminence in office, or nobility 
of birth, tbat moſt of the leaders whom they fol- 
lowed were indebted for their elevation; and each 
of their adherents hoped, by the ſame means to 
open à way for himſelf to the poſſeſſion of power 
and wealth *. | 5 
Armieim- . Bur though the troops in Peru ſerved without 
venfive, any regular pay, they were raiſed at immenſe ex- 
pence. Among men accuſtomed to divide the 
ſpails of an opulent country, the deſire of obtain- 
ing wealth acquired incredible force. The ardour 
of purſuit augmented in proportion to the hope of 
ſacceſs. Where all were intent on the ſame ob- 
je, and under the dominion of the ſame paſſion, 
there was but one mode of gaining men or of ſe- 
curing their attachment. Officers of name and 
influence, befides the promiſe of future eſtabliſh- 
ments, received in hand large gratuities from the 


chief 


* Vega, p. 11. lib. iv. c. 38. 41. 
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chief with whom they engaged. Gonzalo Pi- 
zarro, in order to raiſe a thouſand men, advanced 
five hundred thouſand peſos *. Galca expended 
on the troops which he led againſt Pizarro nine 
hundred thouſand peſos}. The diſtribution of 
property. beſtowed as the reward of ſucceſs, was 
ill more exorbitant. Cepeda, as the recompence 
of his perfidy and addreſs, in perſuading the court 
of royal audience to give the ſanction of its autho- 
rity to the uſurped juriſdiction of Pizarro, received 
a grant of lands which yielded an annual income 
of a hundred and fifty thouſand peſos}. Hind- 
joſa, Who, by his early defection from Pizarro, 
and furrender of the fleet to Gaſca, decided the 
fate of Peru, obtained a diſtrict of country afford- 
ing two hundred thouſand peſos of yearly valuc$. 
While ſuch rewards were dealt out to the principal 
officers, with more than royal munificence, pro- 
portional ſhares were conferred upon thofe of in- 
ferior rank. | | | | 
Sock rapid change of fortune produced its na- 
tural effects. It gave birth to new wants, and new 
deſires. Veterans long accuſtomed to hardſhi 
and toil, acquired of a ſudden a taſte for profule 
and inconſiderate diſſi pation, and indulged in all 
the exceſſes of military licentiouſneſs. The riot 
of low debauchery occupied fome ; a reliſh for 
expenſive luxuries ſpread among others ||. The 
meaneſt ſoldier in Pera would have thought him- 
felf degraded by marching on foot, and at a time 
when the prices of horſes in that country were ex- 
orbitant, each inſiſted on being furniſhed with one 
before he would take the field. But though leſs 
S 2 7 patient 
Fernandes, lib. ii. c. 54. 
7 Zarate, lib. vii. c. 10. Herrera, dec. 8. lib. v. c. 7. 
1 Gomara, c. 164. ; | 


Vega, p. 11. lib. vi. c. 3. 
Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 3. dec. 8. ih vii. c. 10. 
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B O O K patient under the fatigue and hardſhips of ſer- 
VE vice, they were ready to face danger and death 
I with as much intrepidity as ever, and animated 
1548. by the hope of new rewards, they never failed, 
on the day of battle, to diſplay all their ancient 
valour. 1 
renn TOGETHER with their courage, they retained 
eircon- all the ferocity by which they were originally diſ- 
cette vere tinguiſhed. Civil diſcord never raged with a more 
fell ſpirit than among the Spaniards in Peru. To 
all the paſſions which uſually envenom conteſts 
among countrymen, avarice was added, and ren- 
dered their enmity more rancorous. Eagerneſs to 
ſeize the valuable forfeitures expected upon the 
death of every opponent, ſhut the door againſt 
mercy. To be wealthy was of itſelf ſufficient to 
expoſe a man to accuſation, or to ſubject him to 
puniſhment. On the ſlighteſt ſuſpicions, Pizarro 
condemned many of the moſt opulent inhabitants 
in Peru to death. Carvajal, without ſearching for 

any pretext to juſtify his cruelty, cut off man 
more. The number of thoſe who ſuffered by the 
hand of the executioner, was not much inferior to 
what fell in the field“; and the greater part was 
„en without the formality of any legal 

trial. | 

And want THE violence with which the contending par- 
ties treated their opponents was not accompanied 
with its uſual attendants, attachment and fidelity 
to thoſe with whom they ated. The ties of ho- 
nour which are held ſacred among ſoldiers, and 
the principle of integrity, interwoven as thoroughly 
in the Spaniſh character as in that of any nation, 
ſeem to have been equai.y forgotten, Even re- 
gard for decency, and the ſenſe of ſhame, were 
totally 


* See NOTE XLVII. 
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totally loſt. During their diſſenſions, there was BOOK 
hardly a Spaniard in Peru who did not abandon VI. Til 
the party which he had originally eſpouſed, betr. 
the aſſociates with whom he had united, and vio- 5435. 
late the engagements under which he had come. If 
The viceroy Nugnez Vela, was ruined by the 1 
treachery of Cepeda and the other judges of the i 
royal audience, who were bound by the duties of 4 
their function to have ſupported his authority. 4 
The chief adviſers and companions of Gonzalo L 
Pizarro's revolt, were the firſt to forſake him, and | ö 
ſubmit to his enemies. His fleet was given up to | ; 
Gaſca, by the man whom he had ſingled out 1 

| 
| 


- 
* 


among his officers to entruſt with that important 

command, On the day that was to decide his 

fate, an army of veterans, 1n fight of the enemy, 

threw down their arms without ſtriking a blow, 

and deſerted a leader who had often conducted 4 

them to victory. Inſtances of ſuch general and 1 

avowed contempt of the principles and obligations 4 

which attach man to man, and bind them to- 

gether in ſocial union, rarely occur in hiſtory. It 

is only where men are far removed from the ſeat 

of government, where the reſtraints of law and 

order are little felt, where the proſpeR of gain is 

unbounded, and immenſe wealth may cover the 

crimes by which it is acquired, that we can find 

any parallel to the levity, the rapaciouſneſs, the 

verfidy and corruption prevalent among the Spa- 

niards in Peru. 
ON the death of Pizarro, the malcontents in Gaſca devi- 

every corner of Peru laid down their arms, an r 

tranquillity ſeemed to be perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. coden 

But two very intereſting objects ſtill remained to 

occupy the preſident's attention. The one was 

to find immediately ſuch employment for a multi- 

tude of turbuleut and daring adventurers with 


which 
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BO OR which the country was filled, as might prevent 


VL 


them from exciting new commotions. The other 


wyx>. to beltow proper gratifications upon thoſe to whoſe 


1548. 


loyalty and valour he was indebted for his ſucceſs, 
The former of theſe was in ſome meaſure accom- 


ee by appointing Pedro de Valdivia to pro- 
ecute the conqueſt of Chili; and by empower- 
ing Diego Centeno to undertake the diſcovery of 
the vaſt regions bordering on the river de la Plata. 
The reputation of thoſe leaders, and the hopes of 
bettering their condition in a new country, allur- 
ing many of the moſt indigent and deſperate ſol- 
diers to follow their ſtandards, drained off no in- 


conſiderable portion of that mutinous inflammable 
ſpirit which Gaſca dreaded. 


His diviſion THERE latter was an affair of greater difficulty, 


of the coun- 


try among 
his follow - 
ers. 


and to be adjuſted with a more attentive and deli- 
cate hand. The repartimientos, or allotments of 
lands aud Indians which fell to be diſtributed, 
in conſequence of the death or forſeiture of the 
former poſſeſſors, exceeded two millions of peſos 
of yearly rent“. Gaſca, when now abſolute maſ- 
ter of this immenſe property, retained the ſame 
diſintereſted ſentiments which he had originally 
profeſſed, and refuſed to reſerve the ſmalleſt por- 
tion of it for himſelf. But the number of claim- 
ants was great; and whilſt the vanity or avarice 
of every individual fixed the value of his own 
ſervices, and eſtimated the recompence which he 
thought due to him, the pretenfions of each were 
ſo extravagant, that it was impoſſible to ſatisfy all. 
Gaſca liſtened to them one by one, with the moſt 
patient attention, and that he might have leiſure 
to weigh the comparative merit of their ſeveral 
claims with accuracy, be retired, with the arch- 
biſhop of Lima and a ſingle ſecretary, to a village 

twelve 


* Vega, p. 11. lib. vi. c. 4. 
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twelve leagues from Cuzco. There he ſpent ſeve- BOOK 
ral.days in allotting to each a diſtrict of lands and VE 
number of Indians, in proportion to his idea f 
their paſt ſervices, aud ſuture importance. But 5 
that he might get beyond the reach of the fieree 

ſtorm of elamour and rage, which he foreſaw 

would burſt out on the publication of his decree, 
notwithitanding the impartial equity with which 

he had framed it, he ſet out for Lima, leaving the 
inſtrument of partition ſealed up, with orders not 

to open it for ſome days after his departure. 

Tas indignation excited by publiſhing the de- Aus: 24 { 
cree of partition was not leſs than Gaſca had ex- tent it occa- # 
pected. Vanity, avarice, emulation, envy, ſhame, bons. 'R 
rage, and all the other paſſions that moſt vehement- iq 
ly agitate the minds of men when both their ho- 1 7 


— u — — — 
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nour and their intereſt are deeply affected, con- 
ſpired in adding to its violence. It broke out 
with all the fury of military inſolence. Calumny, 
threats, and curſes, were poured out openly upon . 
the preſident. He was accuſed of ingratitude, of 1 
partiality, and of injuſtice. Among ſoldiers prompt | 1 
to action, ſuch ſeditious diſcourſe would have been 
ſoon followed by deeds no leſs violent, and they | 
already began to turn their eyes towards ſome dil- 1 
contented leaders, expecting them to ſtand forth it 
in redreſs of their wrongs, By ſome vigorous iy 
interpoſitions of government, a timely check was It 
given to this mutinous ſpirit, and the danger of 1 
another civil war was averted for the pre ſent “. j 

Gasca, however, perceiving that the flame was 


1549- i 
ſuppreſſed rather than extinguiſhed, laboured with Re-etta- |. 
the utmoſt aſſiduity to ſoothe the malcontents, by and govem- 0 

. beſtowing went. I 
'y 


* Zarate, lib. vii. c. 9. Gomara, c. 187. Vega, p. 11. 
lib. vii. c. 1, &c. Fernandez, p. 11. lib. i. c. 1, &. Her 
rera, dec. 8. lib. iv. c. 17, &c. 
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beſtowing large gratuities on ſome, by promiſin 

reparti mientos, when they fell vacant, to othere, 
and by careſſing and flattering all. But that the 
public ſecurity might reſt on a foundation more 
ſtaple than their good affection, he endeavoured 


to ſtrengthen the hands of his ſucceſſors in office, 


by. re-eſtabliſhing the regular adminiſtration of 
Juſtice in every part of the empire. ' He intro. 
duced order and ſimplicity into the mode of col- 
letting the royal revenue. He iſſued regulations 
concerning the treatment of the Indians, well cal- 
culated to protect them from oppreſſion, and to 


provide for their inſtruction in the principles of 


15 50. 
Feb. 1. 
and ſets out 


for Spain. 


religion, without depriving the Spaniards of the 
benefit accruing from their labour. Having now 
accompliſhed every object of his miſhon, Gaſca, 
longing to return again to a private ſtation, com- 


mitted the government of Peru to the court of audi- 


ence, and ſet out for Spain. As, during the anar- 
chy and turbuleace of the four laſt years, there 
had been no remittance made of the royal reve- 
nue, he carried with him thirteen hundred thou- 
ſand peſos of public money, which the ceconom 

and order of his adminiſtration enabled him to 
ſave, after paying all the expences of the war. 


Hr was received in his native country with uni- 


verſal admiration of his abilities, and of his vir- 
tue. Both were, indeed, highly conſpicuous. 
Without army, or fleet, or public funds ; with 
a train ſo ſimple, that only three thouſand ducats 
were expended in cquipping him“, he ſet out to 


oppoſe a formidable rebellion. By his addreſs 
and talents he ſupplied all thoſe defects, and ſeem- 


ed to create inſtruments for executing his deſigns. 


He acquired ſuch a naval force, as gave him the 

command of the ſea. He raiſed a body of men 

able to. cope with the veteran bands which gave 

| | NE law 
* Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 18. 
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law to Peru, He vanquiſhed their leader, on B O O K 

whoſe arms victory had hitherto attended, and in VI. 

place of anarchy and uſurpation, he eſtabliſhed the 

govern ment of laws, and the authority of the right- 1550. 

ful ſovereign. But the praiſe beſtowed on his abi» 

lities was exceeded by that which his virtue me- 

rited. After reſiding in a country where wealth 

preſented allurements which had ſeduced every 

perſon who had hitherto poſſeſſed power there, he 

returned from that trying ſtation with integrity not 

only untainted but un ſuſpected. After diſtributing 

among his countrymen poſſeſſions of greater extent 

and value than had ever been in the diſpoſal of a 

ſubject in any age or nation, he himſelf remained 

in his original ſtate of poverty; and at the very 

time, when he brought ſuch a large recruit to the 

royal treaſury, he was obliged to apply by petition 

for a {mall ſum to diſcharge ſome petty debts which 

he had contracted during the courſe of his ſer- 

vice“. Charles was not inſenſible to ſuch difinte- 

reſted merit. Gaſca was received by him with the 

moſt diſtinguiſhed marks of eſteem, and being pro- 

moted to the biſhopric of Palencia, he paſſed the 

remainder of his days in the tranquillity of retire- 

ment, reſpeted by his country, . by his 

ſovereign, and beloved by all. 
NorwITHSTAN DIN all Gaſca's wiſe regula- 

tions, the tranquillity of Peru was not of long con- 

tinuance. In a country, where the authority of 

government was almoſt forgotten during the long 

prevalence of anarchy and miſ-rule, where there 

were diſappointed leaders ripe for revolt, and ſe- 

ditious ſoldiers ready to follow them, it was not 

difhcult to kindle combuſtion. Several ſucceſſive 

inſurrections deſolated the country for ſome years. 

But as thoſe, though fierce, were only tranſient 

| ſtorms, 
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O K ſtorms, excited rather by the ambition and turbu. 


lence of particular men, than by general or public 
motives, the detail of them is not the object of this 
hiſtory. Theſe commonons in Peru, like every 


thing of extreme violence, either in the natural or 


political body, were not of long duration, and by 
carrying off the corrupted humours which had 
given riſe to the diſorders, they contributed in the 
end to ſtrengthen the ſociety which at firſt they 
threatened to deſtroy. During their fierce conteſts, 
ſeveral of the firſt invaders of Peru, and many of 
thoſe licentious adventurers whom the fame of their 


ſucceſs had allured thither, fell by each other's 


hands, Each of the parties, as they alternately 
prevailed in the ſtruggle, cleared the country of 2 
greater number, by executing, proſcribing, or ba- 
niſhing their opponents. Men leſs enterpriſing 
and deſperate, and more accuſtomed to move in the 

ath of ſober and peaceable induſtry, ſettled in 

eru; and the royal authority was gradually etta- 
bliſhed as firmly there as in the other Spaniſh co- 


lonies. 


E 


„ 


IS the conqueſt of the two great empires of Mex- BOOK 
and Peru forms the moſt ſplendid and intereſt- VII. 
period in the hiſtory of America, a view of. 
ir political inſtitutions, and a deſcription of their 

tional manners, will exhibit the human ſpecies 

the contemplation of intelligent obſervers in a 

y ſingular ſtage of its progreſs “. | 

Wren compared with other parts of the New Mexico and 
ald, Mexico and Peru may be conſidered as eg 
iſhed ſtates. Inſtead of ſmall, independent, than other 
ſtile tribes, ſtruggling for ſubſiſtence amidſt Rete, 
ods and marſhes, ſtrangers to induſtry and | 

„ unacquainted with ſubordination, and almoſt 

thout the appearance of regular government, we 

d countries of great extent ſubjected to the domi- 

on of one ſovereign, the inhabitants collected 

ether in cities, the wiſdom and foreſight of 


rulers 
* See NOTE XLVIII. 
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BOOK rulers employcd in providing for the maintenzy; - 
VII. and feeurity--of-the--people, the empire of ly * 
in ſome meaſure eſtabliſhed, the authority of 1 10 
gion recognized, many of the arts eſſential to y 
brought to ſome degree of maturity, and d he 
dawy of ſuch as are ornamental beginning to lx! 
PCar, ; | 9 2 4 ads 
Their infe== BUT if the compariſons be made with the = Tf 
the nations ple of the ancient continent, the inferiority * 
ofthe an- America in improvement will be conſpicuous, au me 
ten neither the Mexicans nor Peruvians will be en 


titied to rank with thoſe nations which merit th ha 


meſtic except the duck ; but they were more fort: 


name of civilized, They, like the rude trih Ni 


around them, were totally unacquainted with th FA 
uſeful metals, and the progreſs which they hal... 
made in extending their dominion over the anime E 
creation was inconſiderable. The Mexicans Han 


gone no farther than to tame and rear turkey 
ducks, a ſpecies of ſmall dogs, and rabbits * He 


this feeble eſſay of ingenuity, the means of ſubſi era 


tcnce were rendered ſomewhat more plentiful a 

ſecure, than when men depend ſolely on hure 
ing; but they had no idea of attempting to ſubdue 
the more robuſt animals, or of deriving any ad 
from their miniſtry in carrying on works of labour 
The Peruvians ſeem to have neglected the inferior 
animals, and had not rendered any of them do. 


nate in taming the Llama, an animal peculiar to 
their country, in form reſembling a camel, ando 
a ſize ſomewhat larger than a ſheep. Under the 
protection of man, this ſpecies multiplied greatly. 
Its wool ſurniſhed the Peruvians with clothing, in 
fleſh with food. It was even employed as a beak 
of burden, and carricd a moderate load with much 

paticnc 


* Herrera, dec. 11. lib. vii. c. 12. 
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fence and docility ®. It was never uſed for BOOK 
wght.; and the breed being confined to the VII. 
duntainous country, its ſervice, if we may judge 


nel ncidents that occur in the early Spaniſh wri- 
0 l was not very extenſive among the Peruvians 
u their original flate. 

0 ls tracing the line by which nations proceed to- 


ds civility, the diſcovery of the uſeful metals, 
d the acquiſition of dominion over the animal 
zation, have been marked as ſteps of capital im- 
mance in their progreſs. In our continent, ſo- 
ay continued in that ſtate which is denominated 
:barous, long after man hadattained both. Even 
th all that command over nature which theſe 
ufer, many ages elapſe before induſtry becomes 
perfect as to render ſubſiſtence ſecure, before 
te arts that ſupply the wants and furniſh the ac- 


ba nmodations of life are invented, and before any 
ee is conceived of the various inſtitutions requi- 
*. tein a well- ordered ſociety. The Mexicans and 
;bſi 


eruvians, without knowledge of the uſe of me- 

s, or the aid of domeſtic animals, laboured un- 

er diſadvantages which muſt have greatly retarded 

eir progreſs; and in their higheſt ſtate of im- 
rovement, their power was ſo limited, and their 
perations ſo feeble, that they can hardly be conſi- 

x 5 having advanced beyond the infancy of 

nl life. 

AFTER this general obſervation concerning the View of the 
oft ſingular and diſtinguiſhed circumſtance in adm 


and manricrs 


he ſtate of both the great empires of America, I of each. 
all endeavour to give ſuch a view of the conſtitu- 
jon and interior police of each, as may enable us 
aſcertain their place in the political ſcale, to al- 


* t them their proper ſtation between the rude tribes 
* n the New World, and the poliſhed ſtates of the 


ancient, 


* Vega, p. 1. lib. viii. c. 16. Zarate, lib. i. c. 14. 
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BOO Kancient, and to determine how far they had FHH ., f 

VII. above the former, as well as how ich they f die 
— below the latter. | Fra 
Imperfe& | Mxxico was firſt ſubjected to the Spanj tho 
— crown. But our acquaintance with its laws a col 


complete. What I have remarked concernir 
the defective and inaccurate information on white 
ve mult rely, with reſpe& to the condition ar 
cuſtoms of the ſavage tribes in America, may} 
applied likewiſe to our knowledge of the Mexicz 
empire. Cortes, and the rapactous adventure 
who accompanied him, had not leiſure or capaci 
to enrich either civil or natural hiſtory with ne 
obſervations. They undertook their expeditio 
in queſt of one object, and ſeem hardly to hay 
turned their eyes towards any other. Or if, du 
ing fome ſhort interval of tranquillity, when the 
occupations of war ceaſed, and the ardour of plut 


nals of Mexico, was augmented by the ſuperſtition 
of thoſe who ſucceeded them. As the memory o 
paſt events was preſerved among the Mexicans by 
figures painted on ſkins, on cotton cloth, or on the 
bark of trees, the early miſſionaries, unable t 
comprehend their meaning, and ſtruck with theilt 
uncouth forms, conceived them to be monuments 


der was ſuſpended, the inſtitutions and manner, 1 
of the people whom they had invaded drew thei , 
attention, the enquiries of illiterate ſoldiers wer f. 
conducted with ſo little fagacity and preciſion, that 5 
the accounts given by them of the policy ac, f 
order eſtabliſhed in the Mexican monarchy are ſu 
perficial, confuſed and inexplicable. It is rather | 
from incidents which they relate occaſionally, thay 1 
from their own deductions and remarks, that e { 
are enabled to form ſome idea of the genius aud: 
manners of that people. The obſeurity in which; 
the ignorance of its conquerors involved the 2. 
| 
| 
| 


of 
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of idolatry which ought to be deſtroyed, in order ; O OR 
to facilitate the converſion of the Indians. In obe- VII. 
dience to an edict iflued by Juan de Zummaraga, a-. 
Franciſcan monk, the firſt biſhop of Mexico, all 
thole records of the ancient Mexican ſtory were 
collected and committed to the flames, In conſe- 
quence of this fanatical zeal of the monks who firſt 
rifited New Spain, and which their ſucceſſors ſoon 
began to lament, whatever knowledge of remote 
events fuch rude monuments contained was en- 
tirely loſt, and no information remained concern- 
ing the aucient revolutions and policy of the em- 
pire, but what was derived from tradition, or from 
ſome fragments of their hiſtorical paintings that 
eſcaped the barbarous reſearches of Zummaraga *. 
From the experience of all nations it 1s maniteſt, 
that the memory of paſt tranſactions can neither 
be long preſerved, nor be tranſmitted with any 
fidelity by tradition. The Mexican paintings, 
which are ſuppoſed to, have ſerved as annals of 
their empire, are few in number, and of ambigu- 
ous meaning. Thus amidſt the uncertainty of the 
tormer, and the obſcurity of the latter, we muſt 
glean what intelligence can be collected from the 
ſcanty materials ſcattered in the Spaniſh writers. 
AccokDiNG to the account of the Mexicans origin ofthe 
themſelves, their empire was not of long duration, Mexican, 
Their country, as they relate, was originally pol- 
ſeſſed, rather than peopled, by ſmall independent 
tribes, whoſe mode of life and manners reſembled 
thoſe of the rudeſt ſavages which we have deſcrib. 
ed, But about a period correſponding to the be- 
ginning of the tenth century in the Chriſtian era, 
leveral tribes moved in ſucceſſive migrations from 
unknown regions towards the north and en 
a 


* Acoſta, lib. vi. c. 7. Tarquem. Proem. lib. ii. lib. ili. 
c. 6. lib. xiv. c. 6. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


BOOK and ſettled in different provinces of Anabac, th 


ancient name of New Spain. Theſe, more civi: 


—Tw ized than the original inhabitants, began to form 


them to the arts of ſocial life. At length, towards 

the commencement of the thirteenth century, the 
| Mexicans, a people more poliſhed than any of the 
former, advanced from the border of the Califor- 
nian gulf, and took poſſeſſion of the plains adja- 
cent to a great lake near the centre of the country; 
After refiding there about fifty years, they founded 
a town, fince diſtinguiſhed by the name of Mexico, 
which from humble beginnings ſoon grew to be the 
moſt conſiderable city in the New World. The 
Mexicans, long after they were eſtabliſhed in their 
new poſleſſions, continued, like other martial 
tribes m America, unacquainted with regal domi- 
nion, and were governed in peace and conducted 
in war by ſuch as were entitled to pre- eminence by 
their wiſdom or their valour. But among them, as 
in other ſtates whoſe power and territories become 
extenſive, the ſupreme authority centered at laſt in 
a ſingle perſon; and when the Spaniards under 
Cortes invaded their country, Montezuma was the 
ninth monarch in order who had ſwayed the Mex. 
ican ſceptre, not by hereditary right, but by elec- 
— 


very recent. SUCH is the traditional tale of the Mexicans 


concerning the progreſs of their own empire. Ac- 
cording to this, its duration was very ſhort. From 
the firſt migration of their parent tribe, they can 
reckon little more than three hundred years. From 
the eſtabliſhment of monarchical government not 
above a hundred and thirty years, according to 
one account“, or a hundred and ninety-level, 
according to another computationf, had elapſed. 
It, on one hand, we ſuppoſe the Mexican * to 

1ave 


Acoſt. Hiſt. lib. vii. c, 8, &. 
+ Purchas Pilgr. iii. p. 1068, &c. 


events by pictures, and who conſidered it as an efſen- 


proved ſtate of ſociety, or for the extenſive domi- 


tions is fo long, and, even when every circumſtance 


. 2% . P 
tions. It produces facts as the foundation of 1 0 civilization. 


mine on which fide the evidence preponderates. 


derſtood, and eſtabliſhe 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 273 


have been of higher , antiquity, and to have ſub-BOOK 
fiſted during ſuch a length of time as the Spa. VII. 
niſh accounts of its civilization would naturally "YY 
lead us to conelude, it is difficult to conceive how, 
among a people who poſſeſſed the art of recording 
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tial part of their national education to teach theirchil- 
dren to repeat the hiſtorical ſongs which celebrated 
the exploits of their anceſtors *, the knowledge of 
paſt tranſactions ſhould be ſo ſlender and limited. 
If, on the other hand, we adopt their own ſyſtem 
with reſpect to the antiquities of their nation, it is 
no leſs difficult to account either for that im- 
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nion to which their empire had attaincd, when 
firſt viſited by the Spaniards. The infancy of na- 


"572 _— —3 
. 


is favourable j to their progreſs, they advance ſo 
ſlowly towards any maturity of ſtrength or policy, 
that the recent origin of the Mexicans ſeem to be a 
ſtrong preſumption of exaggeration, 1n the ſplendid 
deſcriptions which have been given of their govern- f 
ment and manners. | A 
Bur it is not by theory or conjectures that hiſtory Faqs hen 
decides, with regard to the ſtate or character of na- br 
rogrets in 

judgment which it ventures to pronounce. In col- 
lecting thoſe which muſt regulate our opinion in 4 
the preſent inquiry, ſome occur that ſuggeſt an idea 1 
of conſiderable progreſs in civilization in the Mexi- 1 
can empire, and others which ſeem to indicate that 1 
it had advanced but little beyond the ſavage tribes 
around it. Both ſhall be exhibited to the view of the 
reader, that, from comparing them, he may deter- 


Tas right of pr rote Þ roperty was perfectly un- The right ttt 
in its full extent. Amongguyy = ll, 
Vor. Il. TT „„ 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 18. 
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B OO k ſeveral ſavage tribes] we have Teen, that the idea of 
VII. a title to the ſeparate and excluſive poſſeſſion of any 
wx—w object was hard] 


7 known ; and that among all it 
was extremely limited and iIl-defined. But in 
Mexico, where agriculture and induſtry had made 
ſome progreſs; the diſtinction between real and 
moveable poſſeſſions, between property in land and 


property in goods, had taken place. Both might 


be transferred from one perſon to another by ſale 
or barter; both might deſcend by inheriancc. 
Every perſon who could be denominated a freeman 


had property in land. 'This, however, they held 


y various tenures. Some poſſeſſed it in full 
Tight, and it deſcended to their heirs. The title of 
others to their lands was derived from the offiee or 


dignity which they enjoyed; and when deprived 


of the latter, they loſt poffeſſron of the former. 
Both theſe modes of occupying land were deemed 
noble, and peculiar to citizens of the higheſt claſs. 


The tenure by which the great body of the people 


Held their property, was very different. In ever 


diſtri a certain quantity of land was meaſured 


out, in proportion to the number of families. This 
was cultivated by the joint labour of the whole ; 
its produce was depofited in a common ſtorehouſe, 
and divided among them according to their reſpec- 


tive exigencies. The members of the Calpullce, 
or aſſociations, eould not alienate, their fhare of 
the common eſtate ; it was an indiviſible perma- 
nent property, deſtined for the ſupport of their 


families *. In conſequence of this diſtribution of 


the territory of the ftate, every man had an inte- 


reſt in its welfare, and the happineſs of the indi- 


vidual was connected with the public ſecurity. = 
The number THz number and greatneſs of the cities in the 


at dr cl. Mexican empire 18 one of the moſt ſtriking circum- 


ſtances 


ak Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 15. Torquem. Mon. Ind. bb. 


xiv. c. 7. Corita, MS 
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ſtances, that diſtinguiſh it from thoſe nations in B 9 B 


America which we have already deſcribed. While VII. 
ſociety continues in a rude ſtate, the wants of men - 
are ſo few, and they ſtand ſo little in need of mu- 
tual aſſiſtance, that their inducements to crowd - 
gether are extremely feeble. Their induſtry at 
lame time is ſo imperfect, that it cannot ſecure ſub- 
ſiſtence for any, conſiderable number of families ſet-., 
ted in one ſpot. They live diſperſed, at this period 
from choice as well as from neceſſity, or at the ut- 
moſt aflemble in ſmall, hamlets on the bank of the 
river which ſupplies them with food, or on the box- 
der of ſome plain left open by nature, or cleared 
by their own labour. The Spaniards, accuſtomed 
to this mode of habitation. among all the ſavage 
tribes with which they were then acquainted, were 
aſtoniſhed, on entering New Spain, to find the na- 
tives reſiding in towns of ſuch extent as reſembled 
thoſe of Europe. In the firſt fervour of their ad- 
miration, they, compared Zempoalla, though a town 
only of the ſecond or third fize, to cities of great- 
eſt note in their own country. When, afterwards, 
they viſited in ſucceſhon Tlaſcala, Cholula, Tacu- 
ba, Tezeuco, and. Mexico itſelf, their amazement 
increaſed ſo much, that it led them to convey ideas 
of their magnitude and populouſneſs bordering an 
what is incredible. Even where there is leiſure 
for obſervation, and no intereſt that leads to de- 
ceive, conjectural eſtimates of the number of pep- 
ple in cities are extremely looſe, and uſually much 
exaggerated, It is not ſurpriſing, then, that Cortes 
and his companions, little accuſtomed to ſuch com- 
putations,. aud powerfully tempted to magnify, in 
order to exalt the merit of their own diſcoveries 
and conqueſts, ſhould have been betrayed into this 
common error, and have raiſed their deſcriptions 
conſiderably above truth. For this reaſon, ſome 
conſiderable abatement ought to be made from 


T 2 their 
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BO 0 k their calculation of the number of” inhabitants in 
VII. the Mexican cities, and we may fix the ſtandard 
of their population much lower than they have 

done; but {till they will appear to be cities of ſuch 
. conſequence, as are not to be found but among 


people who, have made ſome confiderable progrofs 
in the arts of ſocial life.. | 
The ſepara- THe ſeparation of proſeſſions among the Mext- 
of pro- 5 ; . p a | 
fefions, Cans is a ſymptom of improvement no leſs remark- 
Able. Arts, in the early ages of fociety, are fo 
few and fo fimple, that each man is fufficiently 
maſter of them all, to gratify every demand of his 
own limited defires. The ſavage can form his 
bow, point his arrows, rear his hut, and hollow 
his canoe, without calling in the aid of any hand 
more ſkilful than his own. Time muſt have aug- 
mented the wants of men, and ripened their inge- 
nuity, before the productions of att become ſo com- 
phicated in their ſtructure, or ſo curious in their 
fabric, that a particular courſe of education is re- 
quiſite towards forming the arrificer to expertneſs 
in contrivance and workmanſhip. In proportion 
as refinement ſpreads, the diſtinction of profeſſions 
increafes, and they branch out into more nume- 
rous and minute ſubdivifions. Among the Mexi- 
cans, this ſeparation of the arts neceſſary in life 
had taken place to a confiderable extent. The 
functions of the maſon, the weaver, the goldſmith, 
the painter, and of ſeveral other crafts, were car- 
ried on by different perſons. Each was regularly 
inſtructed in his calling. To alone his induſtry 
was confined; and by afhduous application to one 
object, together with the perſevering patience pe- 
euliar to Americans, their artizans attained to a 
degree of neatnefs and perfection in work far be- 
yond what could have been expected from the 


rude 


* See NOTE XLIX. - 
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rude tools which they employed. Their various BOOK. 

roductions were brought into commerce; and by VII. 
he exchange of them in the ſtated markets held r. 
in the cities, their mutual wants were ſupplied “, 


in ſuch orderly intercourſe as characterizes an im- 

proved ſtate of ſocſeiyrñ 

Tux diſtinction of ranks eſtabliſhed in the Mex- The aiginc. 

ican empire is the next circumſtance; that merit den of 

attention, In ſurveying the ſavage tribes of Ame. © 

rica, we obſerved hi conſciouineſs of equality, 

and impatience of ſubordination, are ſentiments 

natural to man 1n the nancy of civil life. During 

peace, the authority of a ſuperior is hardly felt 

among them, and even in war it is but little ac- 

knowledged. Strangers to the idea of property, 

the difference in condition reſulting from it is un- 

known. Birth or titles confer no pre- eminence; 

it is only by perſonal merit and accompliſhments 

that it can be acquired. The form of ſociety was 

very different among the Mexicans. The great . 

body of the people were in a moſt humiliating { 

ſtate. A conſiderable number, known by the name [+ 

of Mayeques, nearly reſembled in condition thoſe 

peaſants who, under various denominations, were 

conſidered, during the prevalence of the feudal 
ſtem, as inſtruments of labour attached to the 
oil. The Mayeques could not change their place 

of reſidence without permiſſion of the fuß i on 

whom they depended, They were conveyed, to- 
ether with the lands on which they were ſettled, 

Fom one proprietor to another; and were bound 

to cultivate the ground, and to perform ſeveral 

kinds of ſervile Work f. Others were reduced to 

the loweſt form of ſubjection, that of domeſtic ſer- 

vitude, and felt the utmoſt rigour of that e 

1 ſtate. 


Cortes Relat. ap. Ramuſ. il. 2 39, Kc. Gom. Cron. c. 79. 
Torquem. lib. xiii. c. 34. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vil. c. 15, &. 
+ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iy. c. 17. | Corita, MS, Fr 
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BOOK ffate.” Their condition was held to be ſo vile, and 


VL | their Ives Jeemed to be” of fo little value, that a 
dl ed perſon who Killed one of thoſe ſlaves Was not ſub- 
jected to auy puniſhment®. Even thoſe conſidered 
as freemen were treated by their haughty lords as 
_ beings of an inferior ſpecies. The nobles poſſeſſed 
of ample territories, were divided into various 
cclaſſes, to each of Which peculiar titles of honour 
belonged, Some of theſe titles, like their lands, 
deſcended! from father to ſon in perpetual ſucceſ- 
fion. Others were annexed to particular offices, 
or conferred during life as marks of perſonal dil. 
rinction f. The monarch, exalted above all, en- 
Nies extenſive, power, and ſupreme dignity. 
Thus the diſtinction of ranks was completely eſta- 
bliſhed, ina line of regular ſubordination, reach- 
ing from the higheſt to the loweſt member of the 
ommunity. Each of theſe knew what he could 
clin; and what he owed.. The people, who were 
ot 


«+ 


n t allowed to wear a dreſs of the ſame faſhion, or 
. to dwell in houſes of a form fimilar to thoſe of the 
nobles, accoſted them with the moſt ſubmiſſive re- 
verence. In the preſence of their ſovereign, they 
urſt not lift their 24, from the ground, or look 
aim in the face]. The nobles themſelyes, when 
mitted to an audience of their ſovereign, entered 
Fefe tec, in mean garments, and, as his ſlaves, 
paid bim homage approaching to adoration. This 


reſpe& due from. inferiors to thoſe above them in 
rank, was eſtabliſhed with ſuch ceremonious accu- 
racy, that it incorporated with their language, and 
influenced its genius and idiom. The Mexican 
tongue abounded in expreſſions af reverence and 
courteſy. The ſtile and appellations, uſed in the 
intercourſe between equals, would have been ſo un- 

erer a * e 
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ring in the mouth of one in a lower. ſphere; B OO 15 
when he accoſted a perſon in higher rank, as to be 
deemed an inſult“. It is only in ſocieties, which 
time and the iaſtitution of regular government have 
moulded i into form, that we find {uch an orderl 
arrangement of men into different ranks,. and 1 
nice attention paid . iv various rights. | 

Tux ſpirit of the Mexicans thus familiarized, Their politis 
and bended to ſubordination, was prepared for ſub- gon. — 
mitting to monarchical government. But the 8 
ſcriptions of their policy and laws, by the Spani- 

ards who overturned them, are ſo inaccurate and 
contradictory, that it is difficult to delineate the 
form of their conſtitution with any . 

Sdhetimes they repreſent the monarchs of Mexi 

as abſolute, deciding according to their — — 3g 

with reſpect to every operation of the ſtate, On 

other occaſions, we Lot ver the traces of eſtabliſh- 
ed cuſtoms and laws, framed in order to circum- 
ſcribe the power of the crown, and we meet with 
rights and privileges of the nobles which ſeem to be 
oppoſed as barriers againſt its encroachments. 
This appearance of igconkiſtege has ariſen from 
inattention to the innovations of Montezuma upon 
the Mexican policy. His aſpiring ambition ſub- 
verted the ancient ſyſtem of government, and 
introduced a pure deſpotiſm. He diſregarded their 
laws, violated their priyileges, and reduced his 

ſubjects of every kt to the level of ſlaves f. 

The chiefs or nobles of the firſt rank, ſuhmitted to 

the yoke with ſuch reluctance, that, from impati- 

ence to ſhake it off, and hope of recovering their 
original rights many of them courted the protection 
of Cortes, and Joined a foreign power againſt their 
domeſtic 


FR — 
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* See NOTE L. + Herrera, dec. 3, lib. ii. c. 14. 
Torquem. lib. ii. c. 69. 
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VII. rei 2 of Montezuma, but under thoſe of his pre- 
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It is not then FEI the 


ors, that we can diſcover what was the origi- 
nal form and genius of Mexican policy. From the 
foundation of the monarchy to the election of Mon- 
tezuma, it ſeems to have ſubſiſted with little varia- 


tion. That body of citizens,” which may be dif. 
tingu iſhed by the hame of gobility, formed the 
chief ind moſt reſpeRable order in 1 e ſtate. T hey 


were of various ranks, as has already been obſerved, 


and their hotouts were acquired and tranſmitted: 


in different manners: Their number ſeems to have 
been great. According to an author accuftomed to 
examine with attention” what he relates, there were 
in the Mexican empire thirty of this order, each 


of whom had in his territories about a hundred 


thouſand' people, and ſubordinate to theſe, there 
were about three thouſand nobles of a lower claſs}. 
The territories belonging to the chiefs of Tezeuco 
and Tacuba! were hardly inferior in extent to thoſe 
of the Mexican anarch . Each of theſe poſſeſſ- 
ed complete territorial jurifdiction and levied 
taxes ffom their own' vaſlals. But all followed the 
ſtandard of Mexico in war, ſerving with a number 
of men in proportion ts their domain; and mot 
of them paid tribute to its monarch as their ſupe- 

nor lord. © 
- In tracing thoſe great lines of the Mexican con- 
ſtitution, an image of feudal policy in its moſt ri- 
gid form riſes to view, and we diſcern its three 
_ diſtingutſhing characteriſties, a nobility poſſeſſing 
almoſt independent authority, a people depreſſed 
into the loweſt ſtate of fubjection, and a king en- 
truſted with the executive "Py of the ſtate. Its 
"pn 


Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. C. 10, 11. 
Li Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vili. c. Th. 


** adored 18. 


1 Fes lib. iv. c. 49. 


or quem. lib, ii. c. 
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New World in the ſame manner as in the ancient. 
ed. All real and effective authority was retained by 
ſhadow of it only left ta the king. Jealous to ex- 


cels of their own rights, they guarded with moſt 
vigilant anxiety againſt the encroachments of their 


i was provided, that the king ſhould not deter- 
mine concerning any point of general importance, 
without the approbation of the council compoſed of 
the prime nobility “. Unleſs he obtained their 
conſent he could not engage the nation in war, nor 
could be diſpoſe of the moſt confiderable branch 
of the.public: revenue at pleaſure, it was appropri- 
ated to certain purpoles from which it could not be 
diveſted by the regal authority f. In order to ſe- 
cure full effect to thole conſtitutional reſtraints, 
the Mexican nobles did not permit their crown to 
delcend by inheritance, but diſpoſed of it by elec- 
tion. The right of election ſeems to have been 
originally yeſted in the whole body of nobility, 
but was afterwards committed to fix eleQors, of 
whom the chiefs of Tezeuco and Tacuba were al- 
ways two. From reſpe@ for the family of their 
monarchs, the choice fell generally upon ſome 
perſon ſprung from it. But as the activity and va- 
our of their prince was of greater moment to a peo- 
ple perpetually engaged in war, than a ſtrict adhe- 
rence to the order of birth, collaterals of mature 
age or diſtinguiſhed merit were often preferred to 
thoſe who were nearer the throne in direct deſcent}. 
To this maxim, in their policy, the Mexicans 
f . S . $5 ignite nh appear 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 19, Id. dec. 3. lib. iy. c. 16. 


Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 13. Corita, MS. | 


ſpirit and principles ſeem to have operated in the BQQ | 
The juriſdiction of the crown was extremgiy limit: 


the Mexican nobles in their own hands, and the 


ſovereigns. By a fundamental law of the empire, 


Corita, MS. + Ibid. c. 17. I Acoſta, lib. vi. c. 24. 
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Power and 
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the ir mos- 
narchs. 


Order of 
eir go- 
vernment. 


the fimplicity of the infant ſtates in the New 
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appear to be indebted for ſuch a ſacceſhon of able ei 
and warltke princes, as raiſed their empire in 20! 
a ſhort period to that extraordinary height of te 
power, Which it had attained when Cortes landed pla 
in New Spain. dais 

Wini the juriſdiction of the Mexican mo. d 
narchs continued to be limited, it is probable that ai 
it was exerciſed with little oftentation. But as. 
their authority became more extenſtve, the ſplen- ale 
dour of their gorernment augmented. It was 
in this laſt ſtate” that the Spaniards beheld it, 
and ſtruck with the appearance of Montezu- 
ma's court, they deſeribe its pomp at great length, 
and with much admiration. The number of 
his ' attendants, the order, the' fence, and the 
reyerence with which they ſerved him ; the vaſt 
extent of his royal manſion, the variety of it 
apartments allotted to different officers, and the 
oſtentation with which his grandeur was dil. 
played, whenever he permitted bis ſubjects to 
behold him, ſeem to reſemble the magnificence 
of the ancient monarchies in Aſia, rather than 


Wor Id. % 1] ed 

Bor it wag not in the mere parade of roy- 
alty, that the Mexican potentates exhibited their | 
power, they manifeſted more beneficially in the 
order and regularity with which they conduct 
ed the internal 'adminiftration and police of 
their dominions. Complete juriſdiaion, civil as 
well as criminal, over its own immediate vaſlals, 
was veſted in the crawn. Judges were appointed 
for each department, and if We may rely on the 
account which the Spaniſn writers give of the 
maxims and laws upon which they founded their 
deciſions with reſpect to the diſtribution of pro. 
3 pen 
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perty and the puniſhment of crimes, juſtice was BOOK 
miniſtered in the Mexican empire, with a de- VII. 
gree of order and equity, reſembling what takes 
place in ſocietics highly civilized, wth 

Tarik attention in providing for the ſupport of erovidenfor 

government was not leſs ſagacious. Taxes were t Ir 
aid upon land, upon the acquiſitiong of induſtry, 
and upon commodities of every kind expoſed to 
ale in the public markets. Theſe duties, though 
coniderable, were not arbitrary or unequal. They 
were impaled according to eſtabliſhed rules, and 
ach knew what ſhare of the common burthen he 
had to bear. As the uſe of money was unknown, 
il the taxes were paid in kind, and thus not only 
he natural productions of all the different pro- 
inces of the empire, but every ſpecies of manu- 
ture, and every work of ingenuity and art were 
ollected in the public ſtore- houſes. From thoſe 
he emperor ſupplied his numerous train of atten- 
ants in peace, and his armies during war, with 
dod, with cloaths, and ornaments. People of 
uferior condition, neither poſſeſſing land nor en- 
aged in commerce, were bound to the perform- 
ice of various ſervices, By their ſtated labour 
he crown lands were cultivated, public works 
ere carried on, and the various houſes belong- 
ls to the emperor were built and kept in re- 
1 ä 


"= Tur improved ftate of government among the Their po 
| 2s ericans is conſpicuous not only in points effen- © 

als, . te the being of a well-ordered fociety, but 

ted I, \<ral regulations of inferior conſequence with 


pect to police. "The inſtitution, which I have 


"te rudy mentioned, of public couriers, iationed 
heir | 
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rent quarters, ereftcd in the water with np leſs in. 


Their arts. 


of attention which even poliſhed nations are late in 
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part of the empire tothe other, was a refinement ig 
police not introduced into any kingdom of Europe 
at that period. The ſtructurę of the capital city in 
a lake, with artificial dykes, and cauſeways of great 
length; which ſerved as avenues to it from diffe. 


enuity than labour, ſeems to be an idea that could 
not have occurred to any but a civilized people, 
The ſame obſervation may be applied to the ſtruc. 
tare of the aqueducts, or conduits, by which they 
conveyed a ſtream of freſh water, from a conſiders. 
ble diſtance, into the city, along one of the cauſe. 
ways“, The appointment of a conſiderable num. 
ber of perfons to clean the ſtreets, to light them 
by fires kindled in diffęrent places, and to patrole 
as watchmen during the night f, diſcovers a degree 


acquiring. 
Tur progreſs of the Mexicans in various arts i 
conſidered as the moſt decifive proof of their fi. 
perior refinement. Cortes, and the early Spaniſh 
authors, deſcribe this with rapture, and maintain, 
that the moſt celebrated European artiſts could not 
ſurpaſs or even equal them in ingeuuity and neat 
neſs of workmanſhip. They repreſented men, 
animals, and other objects, by ſuch a diſpoſition 
of various "coloured feathers, as is ſaid to hax 
produced all the ef$Qs of light and made. and te 
have imitated nature with truth and delicacy 
Their ornaments of gold and ſilver have been de 
ſeribed to be of a fabric no leſs curious. But it 
forming any idea from general deſeriptions, cot 
cerning the ſtate of arts among nations imperfeci 
poliſhed, we are extremely ready to err. In cut 

* l e mining 
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mining the works of people whoſe advances in BOOK 
improvement are nearly the ſame with our own, VII. 
we view them with a critical, and often with a 
jealous eye. Whereas, when conſcious of our own 
ſuperiority; we ſurvey the arts of nations compa- 
ratively rude, we are aſtoniſhed at works executed 
by them under ſuch manifeſt diſadvantages, and 
inthe warmth of our admiration, we are apt to re- 
preſent them as productions more finiſhed than they 
teally ate. To the influence of this illuſion, with- 
out ſuppoſing any intention to decetve, we may im- 
pute the exaggeration of ſome Spaniſh authors, in 
m. Wl their accounts of the Mexican arts. 1 
em Ir is not from thoſe deſeriptions, but from con- 
ole Wl fidering ſuch ſpecimens of their arts as are ſtill 
tee preſerved, that we muſt deeide concerning their 
in degree of mefit. As the ſhip in whieh Cortes 

ſent to Charles V. the moſt curious productions 
5 11 of the Mexican artizans, which were collected by 
the Spaniards when they firſt pillaged the empire, 
un was taken by a French corfair*, the remains of 
ain their ingenuity are leſs numerous than thoſe of the 
do Peruvians. Whether any of their works with 
feathers, in imitation of painting, be ſtill extant 
in Spain, I have not learned; but many of their 
ornaments in gold and filver, as well as various 
itenfils employed in common life, are depoſited 
in the magnificent cabinet of natural and artificial 
productions, lately opened by the king of Spain; 
and I am infotmed by perſons on whoſe judgment 
and taſte I can rely, that theſe boaſted efforts of 
their art ate uncouth repreſentations of common 
odjects, or very coarſe images of the human and 
ſome animal forms, deſtitute of grace and propri- 
ey f. The juſtneſs of theſe obfervations 1 _ 

rme 


3 O O k firmed by inſpecting the wooden prints or copper 
VII. plates of their paintings, which have been pub. 
lied by various authors. In them every figure of 


rude and aukward. The hardeſt Egyptian ſtylt, 


that ofowriting. But the firſt eſſays of this art, 
which hath contributed more than all others to the 
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"rity; the firſt method of accompliſhing this, that 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


men, o quadrupeds, or birds, as well as every Ml ,1 
repreſentation of inanimated nature, is cxtreme| 


ſtiff and imperfect as it was, is more elegant. The . 
ſcrawls of children delineate objects almoſt as ac- 
curately. C0037; 41 LOT 3 de 
Bur however low, the Mexican, paintings may 
de ranked, whew viewed merely as works of an, , 
a very different ſtation belongs to them, when con- 
fidered as the records of their country, as hiſtori. bl 
cal monuments. of its, policy and tranſactions; and de 
mey become curious as well as intereſting objeds 
of attention. The nobleſt and moſt beneficial in- h. 
vention of which human ingenuity can boaſt, is fr 


improvement of the ſpeeies, were very rude, and 
it advanced towards perfection ſlowly, and by: 


fame, wiſhed to tranſmit ſome knowledge of b. 
exploits to ſucceeding ages; when the gratitude of 
a people to their ſoyereign prompted them to hanc 
down an accqunt of his beneficent deeds to poſtc 


ſeems to have. occurred to them, was to delineate 
in the beſt manner they could, figures repreſenting 
the action of which they were ſolicitous to preſerit 
the memory. Of this, which has very proper 
been called pz&yre-writing *, we find traces amon 
ſome of the moſt ſavage tribes of America. Whe! 
a leader returns from the field, he ſtrips a tree 0 
its bark, and with red paint ſcratches upon it ſome 
-uncouth figures, which repreſent the order of hi 
| | marc 
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march, the number of his followers, the enemy ; OO i 
whom he attacked, the ſcalps and captives which vir. 
he brought home. To thoſe imple annals he truſts == 
for renown, and ſoothes himſelf with hope that by 
their means he ſhall receive praiſe from the warri 
ors of future times “. > Ju; 5 
CoMPARED With thoſe aukward eſſays of their 
ſavage countrymen, the paintings of the Mexicans 
may be eonfidered as works of compoſition and 
deſign. They were not acquainted, it is true, with 
any other method of recording tran ſactions than 
that of delineating the objects which they wiſhed 
to repreſent. But they could exhibit a more com- 
plex ſeries of events in progreſſive order, and 
deſcribe; by a proper diſpoſition of figures, the 
occurrences of a king's reign from his acceſſion to 
his death ; the progreſs of' an infant's education f 
from its birth until it attained to the years of matu- ö 
tity; the different recompences and marks of diſ- g 
tinction conferred upon warriors, in proportion to ö 
the exploits which they had performed. Some j 
ingular ſpecimens of this picture-writing have been 4 
preſerved, which are juſtly conſidered as the moſt q 
curious: monuments of art brought from the New | 
World. The moſt valuable of theſe was publiſhed | 
by Purcbas in fixty-ſix plates. It is divided into 
three parts. The firſt contains the hiſtory of the 
Mexican empire under its ten tnonarchs. The ſe- 
rnd is a tribute-roll, repreſenting what each con- 
quered town paid into the royal treaſury, The 
third is a code of their inſtitutions, dotiieſtic, po- 
tical, and military. Another ſpecimen of Mexi- 
em painting has been publiſhed in thirty-two 
plates, by the preſent arehbiſhop of Toledo. To 
both are annexed a full explanation of what tze 
figures 


* Sir W. Johnſon Philoſ. Tranſact. vol. lxiii. p. 143. Mem. 
ela Hontan. ii. 191. Lafitau, -Mozurs de Sauv. ii. 43. | 


B 99, x figures were intended to repreſent, Which was ob. 
1 with their on arts. The fyle of paint. 
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ined by ebe Spauiards . from Indians well ac- 


ig in all (theſe is the. ſamie bey repreſent 
tage, not wordt. They exhibit images to the 
2 e, not ideas to the. un ztanding.-Tbey may, 
refore, be conſidered as; the 5 aud moſt 


e 5 have back 
fredce Was,” from 
ms operation; and as affairs 
; ; complies "ati Ants multiplied 
40s —— 2 ls moſt have Felled 8 an 
enormous bulk.” - Bales no objects could be 
delineated but N Ki the: ponceptions of 
the mind had no corpenms u, aud as long is 
picture: writing could not CONVEY: an ide of theſe, 
it muſt have been a very aft. The ne- 
 «geſfity of improving it muſt have rouſed and ſharp- 
zened invention, and the human mind holding. the 
fame coufſe in the New World as in the Old, 
be irs have advanced by the ſame ſucceſſive ſteps, 
from an actual picture to the plain hierogly- 
-phic ; next, to the allegorical ſymbol, then to the 
arbitrary character; until, at length, au alphabet 
of letters was diſcorened, capable of expreſſing a all 
the variety of gombinations of ſound employed in 
| He the paintings of the Mexicans we, accord- 
: we that this progreſs was begun among 
* thei: pon wn attentive in ſpection of the plates, 
wien ie entioned, we may obſerve ſome ap- 
- proncliits the plain or fimple hieroglypbic, where 
part or circumſtance in the ſubject 
4s mache te Rand for the whole. In the annals of 
their kings, publiſhed b Purchas, the towns co! 


quered by each are uni ormly repreſented in 
$2.50! wx! 1; 4 | ame 
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fame manner by a rude delineation. of a chouſe ; BOOK 
but in order to point out the particular towus VII. 
which ſubmitted to their victorious, arms, pecu -- 
Har emblems, ſometimes natural objects, and ſome- 
times artificial figures, are employed. In the tri- 
bute- roll, publiſhed by the archbiſhop of Toledo, 
the. houſe, Which was properly the picture of the 
town, is omitted, and the emblem alone is em- 


ployed to repreſent it. They ſeem even to have 


made fome-advances beyond this, towards the uſe 
of the more figurative and fanciful hieroglyphic. 


In order to deſcribea monarch, who had enlarged 


his dominions by force of arms, they painted a 


target ornamented with darts, and placed it be- 


tween him and thoſe towns which he ſubdued. 
But it is only in one inſtance, the notation of 
numbers, that we diſcern any attempt to exhibir 


ideas which had no corporeal form. They had 


invented artificial marks, or figns of convention, 


for this purpoſe. -- By means of theſe, the com- 
puted the years of the kings reigns, as wel 


tegral numbers from twenty to eight thouſand. 


The ſhort duration of their empire prevented the 
_ Mexicans from advancing farther in that long 
courſe which conducts men from the labour of de- 


lineating real objects, to the fimplięity and caſe of 
alphabetic writing. Their records, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome dawn of ſuch ideas as might have led 
to a more perfect ſtyle, can be confidered as no- 


thing more than a ſpecies of picture-writing, ſo 


far improved as to mark their ſuperiority over the 
ſavage tribes of America, but ſtill ſo defective as 
to prove that they had not proceeded far beyond 

Vor. II. U the 


as the 
amount of tribute to be paid into the royal treaſury. 
The figure of a circle repreſented unit, and in 
ſmall numbers, the computation was made by re- 
peating it. Larger numbers were expreſſed by a pe- 
_culiar mark, and they had ſuch as denoted all in- 
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BOOK the firſt ſtage in that progreſs which muſt be com- 
VII. pleted before any people can be ranked among po- 
—TY> liſhed nations“. Wo, 
Their mode THEIR mode of computing time may be con- 
2 ſide red as a more deciſive evidence of their pro- 
greſs in improvement. They divided their year 
into eighteen months, each conſiſting of twenty 
days, amounting in all to three hundred and fixty. 
But as they obſerved that the courſe of the ſun was 
not compleated in that time, they added five days 
'to the year, Theſe, which were properly inter- 
calary days, they termed ſupernumerary or waſte ; 
and as they did not belong to any month, no work 
was done, and no ſacred rite performed on them; 
they were devoted wholly to feſtivity and paſtime f. 
This near approach to philoſophical accuracy is a 
remarkable proof that the Mexicans had beſtowed 
ſome attention upon enquiries and ſpeculations, 
to which men in a very rude ſtate never turn their 
thoughts. 
Fafts indi- . SUCH are the moſt ſtriking particulars in the 
Coallpro- manners and policy of the Mexicans, which ex- 
greſsin civi hibit them to view as a people conſiderably refined. 
on. From other circumſtances, one is apt to ſuſpe& 
that their character, and many of their inſtitutions, 
did not differ greatly from thoſe of the other in- 
habitants of America. 
Their wars LIKE the rude tribes around them, the Mexi- 
contiual cans were inceſſantly engaged in war, and the 
ous. motives which prompted them to hoſtility ſeem to 
have been the ſame. They fought, in order to 
ratify their vengeance, by ſhedding the blood of 
their enemies. In battle they were chiefly intent 
on taking priſoners, and it was by the abe 
. 0 


* See NOTE LIV. + Acoſta, lib. vi. c. 2. 
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of theſe that they eſtimated the glory of victory. BOOK 
No captive was ever ranſomed or ſpared. All were VII. 
ſacrificed without mercy, and their fleſh devoured: * 


with the ſame barbarous joy as among the fierceſt 
ſavages. On ſome occaſions it roſe to even wilder 
exceſſes. Their principal warriors covered them- 
ſelves with the ſkins of the unhappy victims which 
they had ſlain, and danced about the ſtreets, boaſt- 
ing of their own valour, and exulting over their 
enemies“. Even in their civil inſtitutions we 
diſcover traces of that barbarous diſpoſition which 
their ſyſtem of war inſpired. The four chief coun- 
ſellors of the empire were diſtinguiſhed by atraci- 
ous titles, which could have been aſſumed only 
by a people who delighted in blood f. This fero- 

city of character prevailed among all the nations 
of New Spain. The Tlaſcalans, the people of 
Mechoacan, and other ſtates at enmity with the 
Mexicans, delighted equally in war, and treated 
their priſoners with the ſame cruelty. In propor- 
tion as mankind combine in ſocial union, and live 
under the influence of equal laws and regular po- 
licy, their manners ſoften, ſentiments of humanity 
ariſe, and the rights'of the ſpecies come to be un- 
derſtood. The fierceneſs of war abates, and even 
while engaged in hoſtility, men remember what 
they owe one to another. The ſavage fights to de- 


ſtroy, the citizen to conquer. The former neither 


pities nor ſpares, the latter has acquired ſenſibility 
that tempers his rage. To this ſenſibility the Mex- 
icans ſeem to have been perfect ſtrangers, and 
among them war was carried on with ſo much of 
its original barbarity, that we cannot but ſuſpect 
their degree of civilization to have been very im- 
perfect. | 2 5 
2 Taru 


* Herrera dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 15. Gom. Chron. c. 217. 
+ See NOTE LV. 
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"BOOK - Tus funeral rites were not leſs: bloody than 
VII. thoſe of the moſt ſavage tribes. On the death of 
wx» any diſtinguilbed perſonage, (eſpecially of the em- 
 Theirfune- peror, a certain number of his attendants were 
. choſen to accompany him to the other world, and 
thoſe unfortunate victims were put to death with- 
out mercy, and buried in the ſame tomb *. _ 
Threiragri- + THOVGH' their agriculture was more extenſive 
— a. than that of the roving tribes who truſted chiefly 
to their bow for food, it ſeems not to have ſupplied 
them with fuch fubfſtence as men require when 
engaged in efforts of active induſtry. The Spa- 
niards appear not to have been ſtruck with any ſu- 
pPeriority of the Mexicans over the other people of 
America in bodily vigour. Both, according to 

their obſervation, were of ſuch a feeble frame 

as to be unable to endure fatigue, and the ftrength 

of one Spaniard exceeded that of ſeveral Indians. 

his they. imputed to their ſcanty diet, on poor 

fare, ſaſficient to preſerve life, but not to give firm- 

neſs to the conſtitution . Such a remark could 

hardly have been made with reſpect to any people 
furniſhed plentifully with the neceſſaries of life. 

The difficulty whieh Cortes found in procuring 
ſubfiſtence for his ſmall body of ſoldiers, who were 

often conſtrained to live on the ſpontaneous pro- 
ductions of the earth, ſeems to confirm the re- 

mark of the Spaniſh writers, and gives no high 

idea of the ſtate of cultivation in the Mexican em- 

Plire. fo ah ; | , 

A farther {| A PRACTICE that was univerſal in New Spain 
proof of this. appears to favour this opinion. The Mexican 
women gave ſuek to their children for ſeveral 


1447-0 years 


,.- Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 18. Gom. Chron. e. 202. © 
F Relat. 8 ili. 306. A. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 
17. dec. 2. lib. vi. e. 16. | 
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years, and during that time they did not cohabit B OO R 
with their huſbauds*.. This precaution againſt a VII. 
burdenſome increaſe of progeny, though necefſa. worm. . 
ry as I havealready obſerved, among ſavages, who, 
from the hardſhips of their condition, and the pre- 


cariouſneſs of their ſubſiſtence, find it impo 
to rear a numerous family, can hardly be ſuppoſed 

to have continued among a people who lived at eaſe 
and in abundance. 43 


Tax vaſt extent of the Mexican empire, which Poubts cone 
. cerning the 


has been conſidered, and with juſtice, as the moſt tent ef the 


deciſive proof of a conſiderable progreſs in regu- pe. 
lar government and police, is one of thoſe facts | 
in the hiſtory of the New World which ſeems to 
have been admitted without due examination or 
ſuthcient evidence. The Spaniſh hiſtorians, in 
order to magnify the valour of their countrymen, 
are accuſtomed to repreſent the dominion of Mon- 
tezuma as ſtretching over all the provinces of New 
Spain, from the North to the Southern Ocean. 
But a great part of the mountainous country was 
poſſeſſed by the Otomies, a fierce, uncivilize = 
ple, who ſeem to have been the reſidue of the ori- 
ginal inhabitants. The provinces towards the 
north and weſt of Mexico, were occupied by the 
Chichemicas, and other tribes of hunters. None of 
theſe recognized the Mexican monarch as their ſu- 
perior. Even in the interior or more level country, 
there were ſeveral cities and provinces which had 
never ſubmitted to the Mexican yoke. 'Tlaſcala, 
though only twenty-one leagues from the capital 
of the empire, was an independent and hoſtile 
republic. Cholula, though ſtill nearer, had been 
ſubjected only a ſhort time before the arrival of 
the Spaniards. Tepeaca at the diſtance of thirty 
. 3 5 leagues 


* Gom. Chron. c. 208. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iy. c. 16. 
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B O oO K leagues from Mexico, ſeems to have been a ſepa- 
VII. rate ſtate, governed by its own laws“. Mechoacan, 
==» the frontier of which extended within forty leagues 
of Mexico, was a powerful kingdom; -remark- 
able for its implacable enmity to the Mexican 


. In conſequence of this independence of ſeveral 
mong its fe- ſtates in New Spain upon the Mexican empire, 
veal pro- there was not any confiderable intercourſe between 
its various provinces. Even in the interior coun- 

try, not far diſtant from the capital, there ſeem 

to have been no roads to facilitate the communica- 

tion of one diſtrict with another; and when the 
Spaniards firſt attempted to penetrate into it, they 

Nad to open their way through foreſts and marſhes}. 

©artes, in his adventurous march from Mexico to 
Honduras in 1525; met with obſtructions and en- 

dured hardſhips little inferior to thoſe with which 

He muſt have ſtruggled in the. moſt uncivilized re- 
gions of America. In ſome places, he could hard- 

iy force a paſſage through impervious woods, and 

plains overflowed with water. In others, he found 

Jo little cultivation, that bis troops were frequently 

in danger of periſhing by famine. Such facts 
torreſpohd ill with the pompous deſcription which 
the Spaniſh writers give of Mexican police and 
induftry, and convey an idea of a country nearly 
fimilar to that nofſefled by the Indian tribes in 
North America. Here and there a trading or a 
? e war 


8 * Herrera, dec. 2. lib. x. c. 1 „ Diaz. c. 130. 
+ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 10. 


1 B. Diaz. c. 166 c. 176. 
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war-path, as they are called in North America, BO 3 
led from one ſettlement to another“, but gene- 8. 
rally there appeared no fign of any eſtabliſhed r 
communication, few marks of induſtry, and no 
manument of art, | 

A No leſs ſtriking proof of this imperfection parther 
in their commercial intercourſe is their want of Pf of h. wo. 
money, or ſome univerſal ſtandard by which to 1 
eſtimate the value of commodities. The diſcovery 1 
of this is among the ſteps of greateſt conſequence = 
in the progreſs of nations. Until it has been 4 
made, all their tranſactions muſt be ſo aukward, 1 
ſo operoſe, and ſo limited, that we may boldly 3 

ronounce that they have advanced but a little way is 
in their career. The invention of ſuch a commer. 
cial ſtandard is of ſuch high antiquity in our he- 
miſphere, and riſes ſo far beyond the #ra of au- 
thentic hiſtory, as to appear almoſt coeval with 
the exiſtence of ſociety. The precious metals ſeen 
to have been early employed for this purpoſe, anc 
from their permanent value, their divifibility, anc 
many other qualities, they are better adapted to 
ſerveas a common ſtandard, than any other ſubſtance 
of which Nature has given us the command. But 
in the New World, where theſe metals abound 
moſt, the uſe of them was. not known. The exi- 
gencies of rude tribes, or of monarchies imperfectly 
civilized, did not call for it, All their commer- 
clal intercourſe was carried on by barter, and their 
er of any common ſtandard by which to 
facilitate that exchange of commodities which con- 
tributes ſo much towards the comfort of life, may 
be juſtly mentioned as an evidence of the infant 
Nate of their policy. But even in the. New World 
the inconvenience of wanting ſome general inſtru- 
ment of commerce began to be felt, and . ef- 
I ny 7 fart 


hs — 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib, vii. c. 8. 
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* BOO K forts were made towards ſupplying that defeR. 


VIE "The Mexicans, among whom the number and 


2 „ 


-greatneſs of their eities gave riſe to a more extended 
commerce, than in any part of America, had be- 
gun io employ a common ſtandard of value, which 


rendered ſmaller tran ſactions much more eaſy. As 


chocolate was the favourite drink of perſons in eve- 
xy rank of life, the nuts or almonds of cacao, of 
which it is compoſed, were of ſuch univerſal con. 
ſumption, that, in their ſtated markets, theſe were 
willingly received in return for commodities of 
ſmall price, Thus they came to be conſidered as 
the inſtrument of commerce, and the value of what 
one wiſhed to diſpoſe of, was eſtimated by the num- 
ber of nuts of the cacao, which he might expect in 
exchange for it. This ſcems to be the utmoſt 
length which the Americans had advanced towards 
the diſcovery of any expedient far ſupplying the 
uſe of money. And if the want of it is to be held, 
on one x34 as a proof of their barbarity, this ex- 
pedient for ſupplying that want, ſhould be admitted 


on the other, as an evidence no leſs ſatisfying, of 


the ſuperior progreſs which the Mexicans had made 
in refinement and civilization, 


Doubts con= Ty ſuch a rude ſtate were many of the Mexican 


cerning the + 


cities. 


Nate N when firſt viſited by their conquerors, 


Even their cities, extenſive and populous as they 
were, ſeem rather to be the habitation of men juſt 
emerging from barbarity, than the refidence of a 
Funes people, The deſcription of Tlaſcala near- 

y reſembles that of an Indian village. A number 
of low ſtraggling huts, ſcattered about irregularly, 
according to the caprice of each proprictor, built 
with turf and ſtone, and thatched with reeds, with- 
out any light but what they received by a door, 
ſo low that it could not be entered upright*. In 
— — | ; Mexico, 


* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vi. C. 12. 
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Mexico, though from the peculiarity of its fitua-B Q OK 
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tion, the diſpoſition of the houſes was more orderly, VII. 
the ſtructur e of the greater part Was equally mean. 


Nor does the fabric of temples and other public Temples, - 


edifices ſeem to have been ſuch as entitled them to 


the high praiſes beſtowed upon them by many 
Spaniſh authors, As far as one can gather from 
their obſcure and inaccurate deſcriptions, the great 
temple of Mexico, the moſt famous in New Spain, 
which has been repreſented as a magnificent build, 
ing, raiſed to ſuch a height, that the aſcent to it 
was by a ſtair-caſe of one hundred and fourteen 
ſteps, was a ſolid maſs of earth of a ſquare form, 
faced partly with ſtone. Its baſe on each ſide ex- 
tended ninety feet, aud decreafing gradually as it 
advanced in height, it terminated in a quadrangle 
of about thirty feet, where were placed a ſhrine of 
the deity, and two altars on which the victims were 
ſacrificed *. | All the other celebrated temples of 
New Spain exactly reſembled that of Mexico f. 
Such ſtructures convey no high idea of progreſs 
in art and ingenuity; and one can hardly conceive 
that a form more rude and ſimple could have oc- 


curred to a nation, in its firſt efforts towards erect- 
ing any great work, 


GREATER kill and ingenuity were diſplayed; and ae, 


if we may believe the Spaniſh hiſtorians, in the hg. 
houſes of the emperor and in thoſe of the princj- 
pal nobility, There ſome elegance of defign was 
viſible, and a commodious arrangement of the 
apartments was attended to. But if buildings cor- 
reſponding to ſuch deſcriptions had ever exiſted in 
the Mexican cities, it is probable that ſome pe- 
mains of them would ſtill be vifible. From the 
nanner in which Cortes conducted the fiege of 
Mexieo, 


Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 17. f See NOTE L VI. 


ublic build. 


BOOK Mexico, we can, indeed, eaſily account for the to- 


TY ſplendor in that capital. 
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tal deſtruction of whatever had any appearance of 
But as only two centurics 
and a half have elapſed fince the conqueſt of New 
Spain; it ſeems altogether incredible, that ina period 
ſo ſhort, every veſtige of this boaſted elegance and 
1 ſhould have diſappeared; and that in 
one of the other cities, particularly in thoſe 
which did not ſuffer by the deſtructive hand of the 
conquerors, there are not any ruins, which can be 
conhdered as monuments of their ancient magni- 
ficence, 2 5 
EvxN in a village of the rudeſt Indians there 
are buildings of greater extent and elevation than 
common dwelling houſes. Thoſe which are de, 
ſtined for holding the council of the tribe, and in 
which all aſſemble on occaſions of public feſtivity, 
may be called ſtately edifices, when compared 
with the reſt. As among the Mexicans the diſtinc. 
tion of ranks was eſtabliſhed, and praperty was 
unequally divided, the number of diſtinguiſhed 
ſtructures in their towns, would of courſe be great- 
er than in other parts of America, But theſe ſeem 
not to have been either ſo ſolid or magnificent as to 
merit theſe pompous epithets which ſome Spaniſh 
authors employ in deſcribing them, It is proba- 


ble that, though more 8 and built on 2 


larger ſcale, they were erected with the ſame fligit 
materials which the Indians employed in their com- 
mon buildings “, and time, in a ſpace much leſs 
than two hundred and fifty years, may have ſwept 
away all remains of them }, | 
' From this enumeration of facts, it ſeems, upon 
the whole to be evident, that the ſtate of ſociety in 
Mexico was conſiderably advanced beyond * 
0 


* See NOTE LVII. ' + See NOTE LVIII. 
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of the ſavage tribes which we have delineated, BOOK 
But it is no leſs manifeſt, that with reſpect to many VII. 


appear to be highly embelliſhed, There is not a 


4 
more frequent or a more fertile ſource of deception 'F 
in deſcribing the manners and arts of ſavage na- 3 
tions, or of ſuch as are imperfeRly civilized, than | ; 
that of applying to them the names and phraſes = 
appropriated to the inſtitutions and refinements of 


poliſhed life, W hen the leader of a ſmall tribe, or 
the head of a rude community, is dignified with 
the title of king or emperor, the place of his reſi- 
dence can receive no other name but that of his 
palace; and whatever his attendants may be, they 
muſt be called his court. Under ſuch appellations 
they acquire an importance and dignity which 
does not belong to them. The illuhon ſpreads, 
and giving a falſe colour to every cgi of the nar- 
tative, the imagination is ſo much carried awa 
with the reſemblance, that it becomes difficult to 
diſcern objects as they really are, The Spaniards, 
when they firſt touched on the Mexican coaſt, 
were ſo much ſtruck with the appearance of at- 
tainments in policy and in the arts of life, far ſu- 
perior to hoe of the rude tribes to which. they 
were hitherto acquainted, that they fancied they 
had at length diſcovered a civilized people in the 
New World, This compariſon between the people 
of Mexico and their uncultivated neighbours, 
they ſeem to have kept conſtantly in view, and 
obſerving with admiration many things which 
marked their pre-eminence, they employ in de- 
ſeribing their imperfe& policy and infant arts, ſuch 
terms as are applicable to the inſtitutions of men far 
beyond them in improvement. Both theſe cir- 
cunſtances concur in detracting from the credit 
due to the early Spaniſh deſcriptions of Mexican 
Manners. By drawing a parallel between hem 
an 
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4 £ 0 o K and thoſe of people ſo much leſs civilized, they raif, 
VIE ed their own ideas toò high. By their mode of de. 
ſeribing them, they conveyed ideas to others no leſi 
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Exalted above truth. Later writers have adopted 
the ſtyle of the original hiſtorians, and improved 
upon it, The colours with which De Solis delineate: 
the character of Montezuma, the ſplendour of his 
court, the laws and poliey of his empire, are the 
ſame that he muſt have employed in exhibiting to 
view the monarch and inſtitutions of an highly po. 
liſhed people. ; | | 

Bur though we may admit, that the warm 
imagination of the Spaniſh writers has added 
ſome embelliſhment, ro their deſeriptions this 
will not juſtify the deciſive and peremptory 
tone, with which ſeveral authors pronounce all 
their accounts of the Mexican power, policy, and 
laws, to be the fictions of men who wiſhed to de. 
cetve, or who delighted in the marvellous. There 
are few hiſtorical fats that can be aſcertained by 
evidence more unexceptionable, than may. be pro- 
duced in ſupport of the material articles, in the 
deſcription of the Mexican conſtitution and man- 
ners. Eye-witneſſes relate what they had beheld, 
men who had reſided among the Mexicans both 
before and after the conquett, deſcribe inſtitutions 
and cuſtoms which were ſimilar to them, perſons 
of ſuch different profeſſions, that objects muſt have 
preſented themſelves to their view under every ve 
rious aſpect, ſoldiers, prieſts, and lawyers, all con. 
cur in their teſtimony, Had Cortes ventured to 
impoſe upon his ſovereign, by exhibiting to him a 
picture of imaginary manners, there wanted not 
enemies and rivals who were qualified to de- 
tect his deceit, and who would have rejoiced in 
expoſing it. But according to the juft remark 
of an author, whoſe ingenuity has illuſtrated, and 
whoſe eloquence bas adorned the hiſtory of Ame- 

1 rica 
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rea“, this ſuppoſition is in itſelf as improba- BO OR 
ble, as the attempt would have been audacious. VII. 
Who, among the deſtroyers of this great empire "YT 
was lo eylightened by ſcience, or ſo attentive to the 

progreſs and operations of men in ſocial life, as to 

ſrame a fictitious ſyſtem. of policy, ſo well com- 

bined and ſo conſiſtent, as that which they deli- 

neate in their accounts of the Mexican gorern- 

ment? Where could they have borrowed: the idea 

of many inſtitutions in legiſlation and police, to 

which, at that period, there was nothing parallel 

in the nations with which they. were acquainted ? 

There was not, at the beginning of the ſixteenth 

ntury, a regular eſtabliſnment of poſts for con- 

eying intelligence to the ſovereign of any king- 

dom in Europe. The ſame obſervation will apply 

what they relate, with reſpect to the ſtructure of 

he city of Mexico, the regulations concerning its 

police, and: various laws eſtabliſhed for the admi- 
mſtration of juſtice, or ſecuring the happtneſs of 

the community. Whoever 1s accuſtomed/to con- 


the Nemplate the progreſs of; nations, will often, at 
1an- Nery early ſtages of it, diſcover. a premature and 
eld, expected dawn of thoſe ideas, which give riſe 
zoth e inſtitutions, that are the pride and ornament of 


s moſt advanced period. Even in a ſtate as im- 
erieRly poliſhed as the Mexican empire, the hap- 
genius of ſome ſagacious obſerver, excited or 


vi-. ed by circumſtances unknown to us, may have 
con · Natroduced inſtitutions which are ſeldom found but 
d aß locieties highly refined. But it is almoſt impof- 
jim ble that the illiterate conquerors of the New 
| not World ſhould. have formed, in any one inftance; 
de · Bi conception of cuſtoms and laws beyond the 
d in Handard of improvement in their own age and 
mark Wountry, Or if Cortes and his followers had been 
„ and WWwable: of this, what inducement had thoſe by 
Ame: c whom 
neu M. Abbe Raynal Hiſt. Philo. & Polit. Ke. iii. 127. 


402 


'B 92 K whom they were ſuperſeded to continue the decep- 
VII. 


To have amuſed their ſoverciga or their fellow- citizens 


Religion of 
the - 
cans. 


we muſt follow have repreſented the Mexicans to 
be more barbarous perhaps than they really were. 


ſhip, arc deſcribed by them as wild and cruel in 
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tion? Why ſhould Corita, or Motolinea, or Acoſta, 
with a tale purely fabulous? | 

In one particular, however, the guides whom 
Their religious tenets, and the rites of-their wor. 


an extreme degree. Religion, which occupies 10 
confiderable place in the thoughts of a ſavage, 


formed, among the Mexicans, into a regular ſyſ. 


tem, with. its complete train of prieſts, temples 
victims, and feſtivals. 'This, of itſelf, is a clear 
proof that the ſtate of the Mexicans was very dif- 
ferent from that of the ruder American tribes, 
But from the extravagance of their religious no- 


tions, or the barbarity of their rites, no conclu- *. 
ſion can be drawn with certainty. concerning the gu 
degree of their civilization. For nations, lone the 
after their ideas began to enlarge, and their man- ſof 
ners to refine, adhere to ſyſtems of ſuperſtition ſtar 
founded on the rude conceptions of early age 2d 
From the genius of the Mexican religion, we may (6 
however, form a moſt juſt concluſion with reſpedi By: 
to its influence upon the character of the people tha 
The aſpe& of ſuperſtition in Mexico was goon Th 
and atrocious. Its divinities were cloathed wi ohe 
terror, and delighted in vengeance. They wen poli 
exhibited to the people under deteſtable form of f 
that created horror. The figures of ſerpent the 
of tygers, and of other deſtructive animals, de I 
corated their temples. Fear was the only pill ty (| 


ciple that inſpired their votaries. Faſts, mort! 
fications, and penances, all rigid, and many 
them excruciating to an extreme degree, " 
ae: | d 
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the means which they employed to appeaſe their ; GOR 
WW wrath, and they never approached their altars VII. 
without ſprinkling them with blood drawn from 
their own bodies. But, of all offerings, human 
ſacrifices: were deemed the moſt acceptable. This 
religious belief, mingling with the implacable ſpirit 
of vengeance, and adding new force to it, every ' 
captive taken in war was brought to the temple, 5 
was devoted as a victim to the deity, and ſacrificed 
with rites no leſs ſolemn than cruel *. ''The heart 
and head were the portion conſecrated to'the gods; 
the warrior by whoſe proweſs the priſoner had been 
ſeized, carried off the body to feaſt upon it with 
his friends. Under the impreſſion of ideas fo 
dreary and terrible, and accuſtomed daily to ſcenes 
of bloodſhed rendered awful by religion, the heart 
of man muſt harden, and be ſteeled to every ſenti- 
ment of humanity. The ſpirit of the Mexicans 
was accordingly unfeeling and atrocious. The ge- 
nius of their religion ſo far counterbalanced the in- 
fluence of policy and arts, that, notwithitanding 
their progreſs in both, their manners, inſtead of 
ſoftening, became more fierce. To what circum- 
ſtances it was owing that ſuperſtition aſſumed ſuch 
a dreadful form among the Mexicans, we have not 
ſuffcient knowledge of their hiſtory to determine. 
But its influence is viſible, and produced an effect 
that is angular in the hiſtory of the human ſpecies. 
The manners of the people in the New World, 
who had made the greateſt progreſs in the arts of 
policy, were the molt ferocious, and the barbarity 
of ſome of their cuſtoms exceeded even thoſe of 
the ſavage ſtate. | 
Taz empire of Peru boaſts of an higher antiqui- Pretendons 
ty than that of Mexico. According to the traditi- an Rich dP 
| . onary vauity, 


* Cort. Relat. ap. Ramuſ. iii. 240, &c. B. Diaz, c. 82. '2 
Acoſta, lib. v. c. 13, &c. Herrera, dec. 3. lib, ii. c. 15, &c. 1 
Comara. Chron. c. 80, &c. See NOTE III. be 
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BO O E onary accounts collected by the Spaniards it bad 
VII. fubfilted four hundred — vere. twelve ſucceſ. 
— five monarchs. But the knowledge of their an- 
_ ctent ſtory, which the Peruvians couid communi. 
_ cate to their conquerors, muſt have been both im. 
uncertain, perfect and uncertain “. Like the other Ameri 
| can nations; they were totally unacquainted with 
the art of writing, and deſtitute of the only means 
by which the memory of paſt tranſactions can be 
preſerved with any degree of accuracy: Even among 
people to whom the uſe of letters is known, the 
ra where the authenticity of hiſtory commen cs, 
is much poſterior to the introduction of writing, 
That noble invention continued long ſubſervient to 
the common” buſineſs and wants of life, before it 
was employed in recording events, with a view of 
conveying information from one age to another. 
But in no country did ever tradition alone carry 
down hiſtoric knowledge, in any full continued 
ſtream, during a period of half the length that the 

monarchy of Peru is ſaid to have ſubſiſted. 

Deſetsin THE Outer, or knots on cords of different co- 
their re- .Jours, which are celebrated by authors fond of the 
— marvellous, as if they had been regular annals of 
the empire, imperfectly ſupplied the place of writ- 
ing. According to the obſcure deſeription of them 
by Acoſta f, which: Garcilaſſo de la Vega has 
adopted with little variation, and no improvement, 
the quipos ſeem to have been a device for render. 
ing calculation more expeditious and accurate. 
By the various colours: different objects were de- 
noted, and by each knot a diſtinct number. Thus 
an account was taken, and a kind. of regiſter kept, 
of the inhabitants in each province, or of the ſeve- 
ral productions collected there for publie uſe. But 


4 as theſe knots however varied or combined no 7 
1 . 4 p « 


py” See NOTE IX. | + Hiſt. lib. vi. c. 8. 
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zbſtra idea, no operation or quality of the mind unk 


could be repreſented, they contributed little to- VII. 
wards preſerving the memory of ancient event 


aud inſtitutions. The Mexican paintings and 
ſymbols, rude as they were, conveyed to them 


more knowledge of remote tranſactions, than the 
Peruvians could derive from their boaſted quipos. 


Had they been even of more extenſwe uſe, and 
detter adapted to ſupply the place of written records, 
they periſhed ſo generally, together with the other 
monuments of the Peruvian ingenuity, in the ge- 
neral wreck oceaſioned by the Spaniſh conqueſt, 
and the eivil wars ſubſequent to it, that no acceſ- 
fion of light or knowledge comes from them. All 
the zeal of Garcilaſſo de la Vega for the honour of 
that race of monarchs from whom he deſcended, all 
the induſtry of his reſearches, and the ſuperior ad- 


vantages with which he carried them on, opened no 


ſource of information unknown to the Spaniſh au- 
thors who wrote before him. In his Royal Com- 
mentaries, he confines himſelf to illuſtrate what they 
had related concerning the antiquities and inſtitu- 
tions of Peru *; and his illuſtrations, like their ac- 


counts, are derived entirely from the traditionary 


tales current among his countrymen. | 


Vxxy little credit then is due to the minute de- 


tails which have been given of the exploits, the 


battles, the conqueſts, and private character of the 


early Peruvian monarchs. We can reſt upon no- 
thing in their ſtory, as authentic but a few facts, 
ſo interwoven in the ſyſtem of their religion and 


policy, as preſerved the memory of them from be- 


ing loſt; and upon the deſcription of ſuch cuſtoms 
and inſtitutions as continued in force at the time 
of the conqueſt, and fell under the immediate 

Vor. II. ; x obſervation 


* Lib. i. c. 16 
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ration of the Spaniards. By attending care- 
fully to thefe; and endeavouring to ſeparate them 
from what a sto be fabulous, or of doubtful 
authority. I have laboured to form an idea of the 
Peruvian government and manners 
Tas people of Peru, as I have already obſery- 
ed *, had not advanced beyond the fudeſt form of 
favage- life, when Manco Capac, and his eon ſort 
Mama Ocollo, appeared to inſtruct and civilize 
them. Who theſe extraordinary perſonages were, 
whether they imported their ſyſtem of legiſlation 
and knowledge of arts from ſome country more 


improved, or, if natives of Peru, how they ac- 


2 ideas ſo far ſuperior to thoſe of the people 


whom they addreſſed,” are eireumſtanees with re- 


to which the Peruvian tradition conveys no in- 
rmation. Maneo Capae and his confort, taking 
advantage of the propenſity in the Peruvians to ſu- 
perſtition, and particularly of their veneration for 
the Sun, pretended to be ehildren of that glorious 
taminary, and to deliver their'inſttuQions in his 
name and authority. The multitude liſtened and 
believed. What reformation in policy and man- 


ers the Peruvians aſcribe to thoſe founders of 


their empire, and how, from the precepts of the 
Inca and his conſort, their anceſtors gradually ac- 
quired ſome knowledge of thoſe arts, and ſome re- 
liſh for that induſtry, which render ſubſiſtence ſe- 
eure, and life comfortable, hath been formerly re- 
lated. "Thoſe bleſſings were originally confined 
within narrow precincts; for the authority of the 


_ firſt Inca did not reaeh many leagues beyond Cuzco: 


But, in proceſs of time, his ſucceflorsextended their 
dominion over all the regions that ſtretch to the 
weſt of the Andes from Chili to Quito, eſtablifh- 

538-4 | ing 
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9 in every pre proyince Weir peculiar policy and fe-B 
 ligious inſtitutions. $94 


5 


Taz moſt fingular, and. ütriking 8 in 3 
ihe Peruvian enen is the 9 of 8 3 


dach way 
Canded. on onde. ” The Inca appeared not 
only as a legiſlator, but as the meſſenger of Hea> 
100 His precepts were received not merely as 
the injunctions of a ſuperior, but as the mandates 
of the Deity. His race was held to be ſacred ; 
and in order to preſerve it diſtinct without being 

lluted by any mixture of inferior blood, the 
Bal of Manco Capac married their own ſiſters, 
and no perſon was ever admitted to the throne, 
who could not claim it by ſuch a pure deſcent. 
To thoſe Children of tie Sun, (for that was the 1 
pellation beſtowed upon all the offspring of t 
firſt Inca) the people looked up with the reve- 
rence due to beings. of a ſuperior order. / They 
were deemed to be under the immediate protec- 
tion of the deity from whom they iſſusd; and hx 
him every order of the reigning Inca was ſuppoled | 
to be diftated. * + » 


From thoſe ideas two conſequences reſulted. To fe. 
The authority of the Inca was unlimited and abſo- gere cu 


lute, in the moſt extenſive meaning of the words. 
Whenever the decrees of a prince are conſidered 
as the commands of the Divinity, it is not only an 
act of rebellion, but * impiety, to diſpute or op- 


poſe 
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BOOK poſe his will. Obedience becomes a duty of teli: 

VII. gion; and as it would be profane to controul a mo- 

— narch under the guidance of Heaven, and pre- 

Thea e ſumptuos tö adviſe him, nothing remains but to 

Ea ſubmit with implicit reſpect. This muſt neceſſarily 

be the effect of every governtnent eſtabliſhed on 

pretenſions of intertburſe with ſuperior powers; 

ch accordingly was the blind fubmiſſon which 

the Peruviaus yielded to their ſorereighs. The 

perſons of higheſt rank and greateſt power in theit 

dominions acknowledged them to be of a more 

exalted nature: and in teſtimony of this, when 

admitted into their preſence, they entered with a 

_ burdetfupvn their ſhoulders, as an emblem of their 

ſervitude, and Willingneſs to bear whitever the 

Inca was pleaſed to impoſe. Among their ſubjects, 

force was not requiſite to ſecond their commands. 

Every officer entruſted with the exetution of them 

was revered,” and, according to the account of an 

intelligetit obſerver of Peruvian manners*, might 

proceed alone from one extremity of the empire 

to another, without meeting oppolition ; for, on 

producing a fringe from the royal Borla, an or- 

nament peculiar to the reigning Inca, the lives and 
fortunes of the people were at his diſpoſal. 

Allctimes ANOTHER conſequence of eſtabliſhing govern- 

Pally, ment in Peru on the foundation of religion, was, 

that all crimes were puniſhed capitally. They 

were not conſidered as trangreſſions of human laws, 

but as inſults offered to the Deity. Each, without 

any diſtinction between ſuch as were ſlight and 

ſuch as were atrocious, called for vengeance, and 

could be expiated only by the blood of the 

_ offender. Con ſonantly to the ſame ideas, puniſh- 

ment followed the treſpaſs with inevitable cer- 

. | 7 £ | tainty, 


0 „ Zarate, lib. 3. c. 13. 
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becauſe an offence againſt Heaven B 0 K 
gia, ſuch an high er could not La 


doned*. Among a people of corrupted morals, — 
maxims of Juriſprudence ſo-ſevere an ated penn 
by rendering men ferocious and deſperate, woul 
be more apt to multipl crimes than toreſtrain 
But the Pęruvians, o fimple manners and. anſuſ- 
pres faith, were held in ſuch awe by this rigid 
iſcipline, that the number of offenders were ex- 
tremely mall, Veneration for monarchs, enlight- 
ened and directed, as they believed, by the dir N 
nity whom they adored, prompted them to t heir | 
duty; the dregd of f papiſhmen: which they were 1 
taught to confider as unavoidable zengeance in- I 
5 by offended Heayen, withheld them from . 
evi 5 
Tur Jagen of ſuperſtition on which the Ke Mild 
ingrafie their pretegſions to ſuch high authority, fs of their ro 
was of a genius very different from that eſta liſhed "5" 
among the Mexicans, Manco Capgc turned the 
aq pets of his 4 entiręly towards na- 
tural objeQs, The 8 un, as the great ſource of 
light, of joy and fertility in the creation, attracted 
their principal homage. The Moop and Stars, as 
co-operatin with him, were entitled to . 
honours. herever the propenifiy 3 in the human 
mind to acknowledge and to adgre ſome = NN 
power, takes this direction, and is employed in 
contemplating the order and beneficence that ils 
exiſt in nature, the ſpirit of ſuperſtition is is mild, 
Wherever imaginary beings, created þy t he fapcy 
and the fears of men, are ſuppoſed. to preſide in 
roving and become the objects of worſhip, ſuper- 
avg always aſſumes a wilder and more atrocious 
form. Of the latter we have an example among 


the 
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B © OK ho Mexicans, of the former among the people of 


h VII, 


— «4 


ru. They had not, indeed, made ſugh progreſs 
in obſeryation” or inquiry, as to have attained Juſt 


eonceptions of the Deity ; nor was there ig their 


language any proper name or appellation of the 
Ame ET which Lata” that they had 
formed any idea of him as the Creator and 9 85 
nor of the World, But by direQing their vene- 
ration to that glorious luminary, which, by its 
univerſal and vivifying energy, is the beſt emblem 
of divine N the rites and obſervances 
which they deemed acceptable to him vere inno- 
cent and humane. They offered to the Sun a part 
of thoſe productions which his genial warmth had 
called forth from the boſom of the earth, and rear- 
ed to maturity; They ſacrificed, as an oblation yl 


gratitude, ſome of the animals who were indebte 

to his influence for nouriſhment, They preſented 
to him choice ſpecimens of thoſe works of ingenu- 
ity which his light had guided the hand of man, 
in forming. But the Incas never ſtained his altars 
with human blood, nor could they conceive that 
their beneficent father the Sun would be delighted 
with ſuch horrid victims ft. Thus the Peruvians, 
unacquainted with thoſe barbarous rites which ex- 
tinguiſh ſenſibility, and ſuppreſs the feelings of na. 
ture at the fight of human ſufferings, were formed 
by the ſpirit of the ſuperſtition which they had 
adopted, to a national character more gentle than 


that of any people in America. 


Jun influoncy Ixs influence operated even upon their civil in- 
M ei 1 


policy, 


ſtitutions, and tended to correct in them any thing 


that was adverſe to gentleneſs of charager. The 
dominion of the Incas, though the moſt abſolute of 
all deſpotiſms, was witigated by itz alliance with, 


religion. 


? Acofta, lib. v. e. 3. f See NOTE LxI 
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religion. The mind was not humbled and depreſs-3 © OR 
ed by the idea of a forced ſubjection to the will of VII. 
a ſuperior ; qbedience, paid to one who was be- "rw 


lieved to be cloathed with divine authority, was 
willingly yielded, and implied no degradation. 
The ſovereign, conſeious that the ſubmiſſive re- 
yerence of his pepple flowed: from their belief of 
his heavenly deſcent, was continually reminded of 
a diſtintion which prompted him to imitate that 
beneficent power which he was ſupppſed to repre 


ſent. In conſequence of thoſe impreſſions, there.” 


hardly occurs in the traditional hiſtory of Pery, 
any inſtance of rebellign againſt the reigning 
prince, and, among twelve ſucceſſive monarchs; 
there was not one tyrant, | | 


Ex the wars in which the Incas engaged, and uſe on 
were carried on with a ſpirit very different from dem. 


that of other American nations. They fought, 


not like ſavages, tq deſtroy and exterminate ; or, 


like the Mexicaps, to glut bload-thirſty diyinities 
with human ſacrifices, They conquered in order 
to reclaim and givilize the vanquiſhed, and to dif- 
fuſe the knowledge of their own inſtitutions and 
arts. Priſoners ſeem not to have been expoſed to 
the inſults and tartures, which were their lot in 
every part of the New World, The Incas took 
the people whom they ſubdued under their pro- 
tection, and admitted them to a participation of 
all the advantages enjayed by their original ſub- 
jects. This practice, ſo repugnant to American fe- 
rocity, and reſembling the . of the moſt 
poliſhed nations, muſt be aſcribed, like other pe- 


culiarities which we have obſeryed in the Peruyian 


manners, to the genius of their religion. The In- 
cas, conſidering the homage now to any object but 
the heavenly powers which they adored, as impi- 


dus, were fond of gaining proſelytes to their fa- 


vourite 


— * „ 74 
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B OO K vourite ſyſtem. The idols of every conquered pro. 
VI. vince were carried in triumph to the great temple 
of Cuzco*, and placed there as trophies of the ſu- 


perior power of the divinity who was the protector f. 
of the empire. The people were treated with le- ſt 
nity, and inſtructed in the religious tenets of their u 
new maſters f, that the conqueror might have the t 


glory of having added to the number of the vota- e 


ries of his father the Sun. 


Pecatier 2 I ſtate of property in Peru, was no leſs ſin- 0 
party.” -gular than that of religion, and contributed, like- | 
woiſe, towards giving a mild turn of. character to Il 
the people. All the lands capable of cultivation u 


were divided into three ſhares. One was conſe- 
crated to the Sun, and whatever it produced was 
applied towards the erection of temples, and fur- 
niſhing what was requihte towards celebrating the 
public rites of religion. The other belonged to 
the Inca, and was ſet apart as the proviſion made 
by the community for the ſupport of government. 
The third and largeſt ſhare was reſerved for the 
maintenance of the people, among whom it was 
parcelled out. No perſon, however, had a right 
of excluſive property in the portion allotted to him. 
He poſſeſſed it only for a year, at the expiration of 
Which a new divifion was made in proportion to 
the rank, the number, and exigencies of each fa- 
mily. All thoſe lands were cultivated by the joint 
induſiry of the community, The people, ſum- 
moned by a proper officer, repaired in a body to 
the fields, and performed their common taſk, while 
| ſongs and muſical inſtruments cheered them to 
tec of their labour}. By this fingular diſtribution of ter- 
thi.  ritory, as well as by the mode of cultivating it, the 
; idea of a common intereſt, and of mutual ſubſer- 
NO J Pen 23; OY 
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Herrera, dec: 5. lib. iv. c. 4. Vega, lib. v. c. 12. E 
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viency was continually inculcated. Each indivi- g 00K 
qual felt bis connection with thoſe around him, VII. 
and knew that he depended on their friendly aid www 


for what increaſe he was to reap. A ſtate thus con- 
ſtituted may be confidered as one great family, in 
which the union of members was ſo complete, and 
the exchange of good offices ſo perceptible, as to 
create ſtronger attachment, andta bind man to man 
in cloſer intercourſe, than ſubſiſted under any form 
of ſociety eſtabliſhed in America. From this re- 
ſulted gentle manners, and mild virtues unknown 
in the lavage ſtate, and with which the Mexicans 
were little acquainted. | | 


. 


framed as to ſtrengthen the bonds of aſſection 
among their ſubjects, there was great inequality in 
their condition. The diſtinction of ranks was 
fully eſtabliſhed in Peru. A great body of the in- 
habitants under: the denomination of Fanaconas, 
were held in a ſtate of ſervitude. Their garb and 
houſes were of a farm different from thoſe of free- 
men. Like the Tamemgs of Mexico, they were 
employed in carrying burdens, and in pertorming 
every other work of drudgery *. Next to them in 
rank, were ſuch of the people as were free, but 
diſtinguiſhed by no official ar hereditary honours. 
Above them were raiſed thoſe whom the Spaniards 
call Orejones, from the ornaments worn in their 
cars. They formed what may be denominated the 
order of nobles, and in peace, ag well as war, held 
every office of power or truſt f. At the head of all 
were the childrep of the Sun, who, by their high 


Bur though the 1nſtitutions of the Incas were ſo Inequalityof 


deſcent, and peculiar privileges, were as much ex- 
alted above he Orejones, as they were elevated 
beyond the people. | 
RE SUCH 


| 
Herrera, dec. 5, lib. iii. c. 4. lib. x. c. 8. + Herrera, 
ſe. 5. hb. iy. c. l. N N 
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BOOK. Svc. a form of ſocicty, from the union of its 
VIE members, as well as from the diſtinction in their 


ranks, was favourable to progreſs in the arts. Bu 


the Spaniards, having been acquainted with the 


improved ſtate of various arts in Mexico, ſeveral 
years before they diſcovered Peru, were not ſa 
much ſtruck with what they obſerved in the latter 
country, and deſcribe the appearances of ingenu- 
ity there with leſs warmth of admiration. The 
Peruvians, nevertheleſs, had advanced far beyond 
the Mexicans,” both in the neceſſary arts of life, 
and in ſuch as have ſome title to the name of ele- 

ant. | „ | 
„ IN Peru, agriculture, the art of primary neceſ.- 


ried on with greater ſkill than in any part of 
America. The Spaniards, in their progreſs thro? 


the country, were ſo fully ſupplied with provi. 


ſions of every kind, that in the relation of their 
adventures we 'meet with none of thoſe diſmal 
ſcenes of diſtreſs occaſioned by famine, in which 
the conquerors of Mexico were ſo often involved, 


The quantity. of foil under cultivation was not left 


to the-diſcretion of indiyiduals, but regulated by 
public authority in proportion to the exigeneies of 
the community. Even the calamity of an unfruit- 
ful ſeaſoy' was but little felt, for the product of the 
lands confecrated to the Sun, as well as thoſe ſet 
apart for the Inca, being'depolited in the Tambos, 
or public ſtotehouſes, it remained there as a ſtated 
proviſion. for times of ſcareity *. As the extent of 
cultivation was determined with ſuch provident 
attention to the demands of the ſtate, the inven- 
tion and induſtty of the::Peruvians were called 
forth to extraordinary exertions, by „ 

8 


* Zaxate, lib. i. 6. 14. Vega, lib. i. c. 8. 
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fe&s peculiar to their climate and ſoil. All the BO OR 
vaſt rivers that flow from. the Andes take their VII. 
courſe, eaſtward to the Atlantic ocean. Peru is 


watered, only by ſome ſtreams which ruſh down 


the lau pountry is ſandy and barren, and never 
refreſhed With rain. In order to render ſuch an 


from the mountains like torrents. A great part of 


vapromiſing region fertile, the ingenuity of the 
Peruvians had recourſe to various expedients. «4 
means of artificial canals, conducted, with much 


patience and conſiderable art, from the torrents 
that poured acroſs their country, they conveyed a 
regular ſupply of moiſture to their fields“. They 


euriched the ſoil by manuring it with the dung of 


ſea-fowls, of which they found an inexhauſtible 
ſtore on all the iſlands ſcattered along their coaſts f. 
ln deſcribing the cuſtoms.of any nation thoroughly 
cvilized, ſuch practices would hardly draw atten- 
tion, or be mentioned as in any degree remarka- 


ble, but in-the hiſtory of the improvideat race of 


men in the New World, they are entitled to notice 
as ſingular proofs of induſtry and of art. The uſe 
of the plough, indeed, was unknown to the Peru- 
nans. They turned up the earth with a kind of 
mattock of hard wood 1. Nor was this labour 
deemed ſo degrading as to be devolved wholly - 
ypon the women. Both ſexes joined in perform- 
ing this neceſſary work. Even the children of the 
dun ſet an example of induſtry,. by cultivating a a 
feld near. Cuzco, with their own hands, and they 


dignified this function by denominating it their 
triumph over the earth 0). Tos! . 


Zarate, lib. i. c. 4. Vega, lib. v. c. 1. & 24. + Acoſta, 
lib. iv. c. 37. Vega, lib. V. c. 3. See NOTE LXII. 
{ Karate, lib. 1. c. 8. $ Vega, bib, v. c. 2. 5 
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BOOK Taz ſuperior ingenuity of the Peruvians is ob. 
VII. vious, likewiſe, in the conſtruction of their houſes 
and public buildings. In the extenſive plaing 
Their Which ſtretch along the Pacific Ocean, where the 
© fky-is perpetually ſerene, and the climate mild, 
their -houſcs were very properly of a fabric ex. 
tremely flight. But in the higher regions, where 

rain falls, where the viciſſitude of ſeaſons is known, 

and their rigour felt, they were conſtructed with 

greater ſolidity, They were generally of-a ſquare 

form, the walls about eight feet high, built with 

bricks hardened in the ſun, the door low and 

ſtrait, and without any windows. Simple as theſe 
ſtructures were, and rude as the materials may 

ſeem ta be of which they were formed, they were 

ſo durable, that many of theim ſtill ſubſiſt in dif. 

ferent parts 'of Peru, long after every monument 

that might have conveyed tous any idea of the do- 

meſtic ſtate of the other American nations has va. 

niſhed from the face of the earth. But it was in 

the temples conſecrated to the Sun, and in the 
buildings deſtined for the reſidence of their mo- 
narchs, that the Peruvians diſplayed the utmoſt 

extent of their art and contrivance. The deſcrip- 

tions of them by ſuch af the Spaniſh writers as had 

an opportunity af contemplating them while, in 

ſome meaſuxe, entire, might have appeared highly 
exaggerated, if the ruins which ftill remain did 

not youch the truth of their relations. Thele 

ruins of ſacred or royal buildings are found in 

every province of the empire, and by their fre- 

queney demonſtrate that they are monuments of a 
powerful pcople, who muſt have ſubſiſted, during 

a period of ſome extent, in a ſtate of no inconſide- 

rable improvement, They appear to have been 
edifices various in their Bs Some of a 


moderate fize, many of immenſe extent, all re- 
markable 
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narkable for ſolidity, and reſembling each other BOOK 


in the ftile of architecture. The ,temple of Pa- 


thacamac, together with a palace of the Inca; and Wy 


z fortreſs, were ſo connected together as to form 
due great ſtructure, above half a league in circuit. 
In this prodigious pile, the ſame fingular taſte in 
building is conſpicuous as in other works of the 
peruvians. As they were unacquainted with the 


uſe of the pulley, and other mechanical powers, 


and could not elevate the large ſtones and bricks 
which they employed in building to any conſidera- 
ble height, the walls of this edifice, in which they 
ſeem to have made their greateſt effort towards 

nificence, did not riſe above twelve feet from 


the ground. Though they had not diſcovered the 
uſe of mortar or of any other cement in n | 


the bricks or ſtones were joined with fo muc 

nicety, that the ſeams can wa be diſcerned *. 
The apartments, as far as the diſtribution of them 
can be traced in the ruins, were ill-diſpoſed, and 
afforded little accommodation. There was not a 
ſingle window in any part of the building; and as 


no light could enter but by the door, all the apart- 
ments of largeſt dimenſion muſt either have been 


perfectly dark, or illuminated by ſome other 
means. But with all theſe and many other imper- 


ſections that might be mentioned, in their art of 


building, the works of the Peruvians which ſtill 


temain muſt be conſidered as ſtupendous efforts of 


a people unacquainted with the uſe of iron, and 
convey td us an high idea of the power poſſeſſed 
by their ancient monarchs. 


Tarst, however, were not the nobleſt or moſt Tizirpublie 
uſeful works of the Incas. The two great roads 
from Cuzco to Quito, extending in an uninterrupt- 
| ed 


* See NOTE LXIII. 
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8 O © k ed ftretch above five hundred leagues, are entitled 
VII. to ſtill higher praiſe. The one was conducted 
STE through the interior and mountainous country, the 


other through the plains on the ſea-cbaſt. From 
the language: of admiration in which ſome of the 
early writers expreſs their aſtoniſhment when they 
_ firſt viewed thoſe roads, and from the more pom. 
pous deſcriptions of later writers, who labour to 
ſupporr ſome favourite theory concerning America, 
one might be let to compare this work of the Incas 
to the famous military ways which remain as mo. 
numents of the Roman power: But in a country 
where there was no tame animal except the Llama, 
which was never uſed for draught, and but little as 
a beaſt of burden, where the high roads were ſeldom 
trod by any but a human” foot, no great degree of 
labour and art was requiſite in forming them. The 
Peruvian roads were only fifteen feet in breadth *, 
and in many places ſo ſlightly formed that time ſoon 
effaced every veſtige of the courſe in which they ran. 
In the low country little more ſeems to have been 
done than to plant trees, or to fix poſts at certain 
intervals, in order to mark the proper route to tra- 
vellers. To open a path through the mountainous 
country was a more arduous taſk: Eminences were 
levelled, and hollows filled up; and, for the pre- 
ſervation of the road, it was fenced with a bank of 
turf. At proper diſtances, Tambos, or ſtorehouſes, 
were erected for the accommodation of the Inca 
and his attendants, in his prbgreſs through his 
dominions. From the manner in which the road 
was originally formed in this higher and more im- 
pervious region, it has proved more durable ; and 
though, from the inattention of the Spaniards to 
every object but that of working their mines, no- 
thing has been done towards keeping it in repair, 
1ts 


* Cieca, c. 60. 
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is courſe may till be traced . Such was the cele- B O O K 
VII. 


brated road of the Incas; and even from this de- 


319 


ſcription, diveſted of every circumſtance of mani- www 


Wl feſt exaggeration, or of ſuſpicious aſpeR, it muſt 
ve conſidered as a ſtriking proof of an extraordi- 
Wl vary progreſs in improvement and policy: To the 
Wl favage' tribes of America, the idea of facilitating 
communication with places at a diſtance had never 
occurred. To the Mexicans it was hardly known. 
Even in the moſt civilized countries of Europe, 


came a regular object of national police to form 
ſuch roads as render intercourſe commodious. 


ther improvement in Peru equally unknown over 
all the reſt of America. In its eourſe from ſouth 
to north, the road of the Incas was interſected b 

all the torrents which roll from the Andes . 
the Weſtern Ocean. From the rapidity of their 
courſe, as well as from the frequency and violence 
of their inundation, theſe were unnavigable. Some 
expedient, however, was to be found for paſſing 
tbem. The Peruvians, from their unacquaintance 
with the uſe of arches, and their inability to work 
s in wood, could not conſtrut bridges either of 
ce done or timber. But neceſſity, the parent of in- 
e. ention, ſuggeſted a device which ſupplied that de- 
f Wit. They formed cables of great ſtrength, by 
s, Wiviltiog together ſome of the pliable withs or ofiers, 
ea Wvith which their country abounds; fix of which 
is bey ſtretched acroſs the ſtream parallel to one ano- 
ther, and made'them faſt on each fide.” 'Theſe they 
bound firmly together by interweaying ſmaller 
ropes ſo cloſe, as to form a eompa piece of net- 
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to NVvork, which, being covered with branches of trees 
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1 Kerez, p. 189, 191. Zarate, lib. i. e. 13, 14. Vega, 
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lib. ix. c. 1 3- Bouguer Voyage, p. 105. Ulloa Entretenemi- 
entos, p- 365. 


men had advanced far in refinement, before it be- x 


Tux formation of thoſe” roads introdueed ano- and bridges 
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B O O Rand earth, they paſſed along it with tolerable ſecu- 


rity *. Proper perſons were appointed to attend 


[ at each bridge, to keep them in repair, and to afliſt 


Mode of re- 
fining filver confined ſolely to objects of eſſential utility. They 


paſſengers f. In the level country, where the ti. 
vers became deep and broad and ſtill, they are 
palled in Ba/zas, or floats z in the conſtruction, as 
well as navigation of which, the ingenuity of the 
Peruvians appears to be far ſuperior to that of any 
people in America. Theſe had advanced no far. 
ther in naval ſkill than the uſe of the paddle, or 
oar; the Peruvians ventured to raiſe a maſt, and 
ſpread a fail, by means of which their Balzas not 
ny went nimbly before the wind; but could veer 
and tack with great celerity |; _ 

Nox were the ingenuity and art of the Peruvians 


had made ſome progreſs in arts, which may be 
called elegant. They poſſeſſed the precious me- 
tals in greater abundance than any people of Ame: 
rica. They obtained gold in the ſame manner with 
the Mexicans, by ſearching in the ehannels of ri- 
vers, or waſhing the earth in whieh particles of it 
were contained. But in ordet to procure ſilver, 
they exerted no inconſiderable degree of {kill and 
invention. They had riot, indeed, attained the 
art of finking a ſhaft into the bowels of the earth, 
and penetrating to the riches concealed there; but 
they hollowed deep caverns on the banks of rivers, 
and the ſides of mountains, and emptied ſuch veins 
as did not dip ſuddenly beyond their reach. In 
other places, where the vein lay near the ſurface, 
they dug pits to ſueh a depth, that the perſon who 
worked below could throw out the ore, or hand 
it up in baſkets 5. They had diſcovered the att 


of 


* NOTE LXIV. f Sancho ap. Ram. iii. 367, B. Za. 
rate, lib. i. c. 14. Vega, lib. iii. c. 7, 8. Herrera, dec. 
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df ſmelting and refining this, either by the fimple-B© 0 Xx 
4 application of fire, or where- the ore was more 
ſtubborn, and impregnated with ſoreign ſubſtan- — 


ſt ces, by placing it on ſmall ovens or furnaces on 

* high grounds, ſo artificially conſtructed, that the 

* draught of air performed the function of a bellows, - 

. a machine, with which they were totally unac-_ 

1 quainted. By this fimple fevice, the purer ores | 
7 were ſmelted with ſuch facility, that the quantity 
9. of ſilver in Peru was ſo conſiderable, that many of 
bn the utenſils employ ed in the functions of common 
5 life were made of it *. Several of thoſe veſſels and 
2 trinkets are ſaid to have merited no ſmall degree of 
. eſtimation, on account of the neatneſs of the work- - | 
- manſhip, as well as the intrinſic value of the mate- 1 
g rials. But as the conquerors of America were well 4 
u acquainted with the latter, but had ſcarcely any » 
he conception of the former, moſt of them were melt- * 
* ed down, and rated according to their weight and "1 
ird fineneſs in the diviſion of the ſpoil. | 1 5 
45 Ix other works of mere curioſity, or ornament, Works of 4 


rY their ingenuity has been highly celebrated. Many —__— | 
of theſe have been dug out of the Guacas, or mounds | 


* of earth, with which they covered the bodies of * 
the the dead. Among theſe are mirrors of various / 
th dimenſions, of hard ſhining ſtones highly poliſh- * 
but ed; veſſels of earthen ware of different forms; | 
ers, hatchets, and other inſtruments, ſome deſtined for 4 
508 war, and others for labour. Some- were of flint, 1 
To ſome of copper, hardened to ſuch a degree by an 9 
ace, unknown proceſs, as to ſupply the place of iron 3 
y ho on ſeveral occaſions. Had the uſe of theſe tools i] 


farmed of copper been general, the progreſs of = 
the Peruvians in the arts might have been ſuch, as 
Vol. II. 1 8333 


* Acoſta, lib. iv. c. 4, 5. Vegas p- i. lib. viii. c. 25. Ulloa 
Entreten. 2 58. 
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to etalate that of more cultivated nations. But 
either the metal was ſo rare, or the operation b 
which it was hardened ſo tedious, that their inſtru- 
ments of copper were ſew, and ſo extremely ſmall, 
that they ſeem to have been employed only in 
{lighter works. But even to ſuch a cireumſcribed 
uſe of this imperſect metal, the Peruvians were in- 
debted for thetr ſuperiority to the other people of 
America in various arts“. The fame obſervation, 
however, may be applied tothem, which I former- 
ly made with reſpect to the arts of the Mexicans. 

rom ſeveral ſpecimens of Peruvian utenfils and 
ornaments, which are depoſited in the royal cabi- 
net in Madrid, and from ſome preſerved in diffe- 
rent collections in other parts of Europe, I have 
reaſon to believe, that the workmanſhip is more to 
be admired on account of the rude tools with which 
it-was executed, than on account of its intrinfic 
neatneſs and elegance; and that the Peruvians, 
though the moſt improved of all the Americans, 
were not advanced beyond the infaney of arts. 
Bur notwithſtanding ſo many circumſtances, 
which ſeem to indicate an high degree of improve- 
ment in Peru, others occur that ſuggeſt the idea 
of a ſociety {till in the firſt ſtages of its tranſition 
from barbariſm to civilization. In all the domi- 


Nocities but ions of the Incas, Cuzco was the only place that 


Cuzco. 


had the appearance, or was entitled tothe name of 
a city. Every where elſe, the people lived moſtly 
in detached habitations, diſperſed over the country, 
or, at the utmoſt, ſettled together in ſmall villages f. 
But until men are brought to aſſemble in numerous 
bodies, and incorporated in ſuch- cloſe union, as 
to enjoy frequent intercourſe, and to feel mutual 
dependence, they never imbibe perfectly the 
| | ſpirit, 
* Ulloa Voy. tom. i. 381, &c. Id. Entreten. p. 369, &. 
+ Zarate, lib. i. c. 9. Herrera, dec. v. lib. vi. o. 4. 
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ſpirit; or aſſume the manners of ſocial life. In a BOOK | 
country of immenſe extent, with only one city, tbe VII. 
progreſs of manners, and the improvement either "TV |} 
of the neceſſary or more refined arts, muſt have * 
been ſo ſlow, and carried on under ſuch diſadvan- 
tages, that it is more ſurpriſing the Peruvians ſhould 
have advanced fo far in refinement, than that they 
= not proceed farther: A | FR 

N conſequence of this ſtate of imperfect union, ,,. i} 
the ſeparation of profeſſions in Peru was not 2 1 
complete as among the Mexicans. The leſs. Pole oas. 
cloſely men aſſociate, the more ſimple are their 
manners, and the fewer their wants. The crafts fl 
of common and moſt neceflary uſe in life do not, un 
in ſuch a ſtate, becotne ſo eomplex or difficult, ; 
as to render it requiſite that men ſhould be trained f 
to them by any particular courſe of education. 
All thoſe profeſhons were accordingly exer- 17 


ciſed by every Peruvian indiſcriminately. None 1 
but the artiſts, employed in works of mere curio- ö 
ſity or ornament, conſtituted a ſeparate order b 


of men, or were diſtinguiſhed from other eiti- 

Zens “. 7 

_ From the want of cities in Peru, another con- ue com. 

{uence followed. There was little commercial mercial in- 

intereourſe among the inhabitants of that great 

empire. The activity of commerce is eoeval with 

the foundation of eities; and from the moment 

that the members of any community ſettle in con- 74 

ſiderable numbers in one place, its operations be- il 

come vigorous. The citizen muſt depend for ſub- | 

ſiſtence on the labout of thoſe who cultivate the f 

ground. They, in return, muſt receive ſome; F 
I equivalent. ; 


- * * 
— = — — — two 
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B 0 OK equivalent. Thus mutual intercourſe is eſtabliſhed, 
VII. and the productions of art are regularly exchang- 
ed for the fruits of agriculture. In the towns of 


* 6 — 


Unwarlike 
ſpirit of the 
Peruvians, 


the Mexican empire, ſtated markets were held, and 
whatever could-ſupply any want or deſtre of man 
was an object of commerce. But in Peru, from the 
fingular mode of dividing property, and the man- 
ner in which the people were ſettled, there was 
ſcarcely any ſpecies of commerce carried on be- 
tween different provinces“, and the community 
was leſs acquainted with that active intercourſe, 
which is at once a bond of union, and an incen- 
tive to improvement. WF 8 

Bur the unwarlike ſpirit of the Peruvians was 
the moſt remarkable as well as the moſt fatal de- 
fect in their characters 7. The greater part of the 
rude nations in Ameriea, oppoſed their invaders 
with undaunted ferocity, though with little con- 
duct or ſueceſs. The Mexicans maintained the 
ſtruggle in defence of their liberties, with ſuch 
perſevering fortitude, that it was with difficulty 
the Spaniards triumphed over them. Peru was 
ſubdued at once, and almoſt without reſiſtance; 


and the moſt favourable opportunities of regaining 


their freedom, and cruſhing their oppreſſors, were 
loſt through the timidity of the people. Though 
the traditional hiſtory of the Peruvians repreſents 
all the Incas as warlike princes, frequently at the 
head of armies which they led to victory and con- 
queſt: few ſymptoms of ſuch a martial ſpirit ap- 


pear in any of their operations ſubſequent to the 


invaſion of the Spaniards. The influence, per- 
haps, of thoſe inſtitutions which rendered their 
manners gentle, gave their minds this unmanly 
ä "- ſoftneſs ; 


Vega, lib. vi. c. 8. + Xerez, 190. Sancho ap. 
Ram. iii. 372. Herrera, dec. v. lib. L c. 3. 
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government unknown: to us, was the occaſion of 
this political debility. Whatever may have been' 
the cauſe, the fact is certain, and there is not an 
inſtance in hiſtory of any people ſo little advanced 
in refinement, ſo totally deſtitute of military ta- 
lents and enterpriſe. This character hath de- 
ſcended to their poſterity. The Indians of Peru 
are now more tame and depreſſed than any people 
of America, The feeble ſpirits, relaxed in life- 
leſs ination, ſeem hardly capable of any bold or 
manly exertion. | IS 
Bur, beſides thoſe capital defects in the politi- 
cal ſtate of Peru, ſome detached circumſtances and 
facts occur in the Spaniſh writers which diſcover 
a conſiderable remainder of barbarity in their 
manners, The ſame cruel cuſtom, that prevailed 
in ſome of the moſt ſavage tribes, ſuhſiſted amon 
the Peruvians. On the Jeath of the Incas, and o 
other eminent perſons, a conſiderable number of 
their attendants were put to death, and interred 
around their Guaca, that they might appear in 
the next world with their former dignity, and be 
ſerved with the ſame reſpect. On the death of 


Huana-Capac, the moſt powerful of their mo- 


narchs, above a thouſand victims were . doomed 
to accompany him to the tomb*. In one par- 
ticular, their manners appear to have been more 
barbarous than thoſe of moſt rude tribes. Though 
acquainted with the uſe of fire in preparing maize, 
and other vegetables for food ; they devoured 
both fleſh and fiſh perfectly raw, and a 
Ns rs the 


* Acoſta, lib. v. c. 7. 


—— 


N * 
— _ * . ” oY a PR 
_ ASS wo Eaten Ec: 
„ . 9 —— 


L 
7 


Ll 
10 
Wo. 
1 1 
_— 


1 $9 en 328 
ſoftneſs ; perhaps, the conſtant ſerenity and mild-BooO Kk | 
neſs of the climate may have eneryated the vigour VII. 
of their frame; perhaps, ſome principle in their wy 
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BOOK Spaniard, with a praQice repuguant ta the ideas 
VII. of all civilized people“. i 
Bor though Mexico and Peru are the poſſeſſions 
dome“ of Spain in the New World, which, on account 
both of their ancient and preſent ſtate, have 
attracted the greateft attention; her other domi- 
nions there are far from heing inconfiderable, 
either in extent or value. Moſt of them were re- 
duced to ſuhjection during the firſt part of the 
ſixteenth century, by private adventurers, who 
fitted opt their fall armaments either in Hiſpa- 
niola, or in Old Spain, and were we to follow 
each leader in his progreſs, we ſhould diſcover 
the fame daring courage, the ſame perſevering 
ardour, the ſame rapaciops deſire of wealth, and 
the ſame capacity. of enduring and furmounting 


every thing in order to attain it, which diſtinguiſh. 


ed the operations of the Spaniards in their greater 


"IS 3 


\merican chnqueſts. But, inſtead of entering 


into a detail, which, from the ſimilarity of the 
tranfactions, would appear almoſt a repetition of 
A brief for. What bas been already related, I ſhall fatisfy my- 
vey of em. 2 5 with fuch * of thoſe provipces of the 
Spaniſh empire in America, which have not bither- 
to been mentioned, as may convey to my readers 


and opulence. _ 
[Such as e f BEGIN with the cguntrieg contiguous to the 
p=djacent te two great mgparchies, of whoſe hi ory and inſti- 
the empire 7 ' - An 1 To a op : 
ef Mexico. tutions I have given ſome account, and fhall then 
2. The juriſdiction of the viceroy of New Spain 
xtends over ſeveral provinces, which were not 
fabjca to the dominion of the Mexicans. The 
| + * 4% N v — x T3 —_ 
Cinatoa and Countries of Cinaloa and Sonora, that ftretch along 
Sonora, kt. the caſt fide of the Vermilion ſea, or gulf of Cali- 
fornia, 


95 Xerez, P-. 190. Sancho, Ram. 8. 372. . Herrera, dec. 
v. lib. i. e. 3. | | ö MO OV a 2 


3 more adequate ideg of its greatneſs, fertility, 


briefly geſeride the other diſtricts of Spaniſh Ame, 
riea. Th 
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ſornia, as well as the immenſe kingdoms of New z O OR 
Navarre and New Mexico, which bend towards VII. 
the welt and north, did not acknowledge the ſo- . 


vereiguty of Montezuma, or his predeceſſors. 
Theſe regions, not inferior in magnitude to all the 


Mexican empire, are reduced more or leſs com- 


pletcly under the Spaniſh yoke. They exte 
throygh the moſt delightful — of the 7 — 
zone; their ſoil is, in general, remarkably fertile, 
and ali their productions, whether animal ox vege- 
table, are molt perfect in their kind. They bave 
all a communication either with the Pacific Ocean, 
or with the Gulf of Mexico, and are watered by 
ſuch riyers as not only enrich them, but may be- 
come ſubſervient to commerce. The number Rar 
Spaniards ſettled in thoſe vaſt countries, is indec 
extremely ſmall. They may be ſaid to have ſubs 
dued, rather than to have occupied them. But if 
the population in their ancient eſtabliſhments ig 
America ſhall continue to increaſe, they may gra» 
dually ſpread over thoſe diſtricts, of which, howe 
ever inviting, they have not hitherto heen able to 
| take poſſeſſion. 


Ox circumſtance may eontribute to the ſpeedy Rich mines. 


population of ſome diſtrias. Very rich mines 
both of gold and filver have been diſcovered in 
many of the regions which 1 have mentioned. 
Wherever theſe are opened, and worked with ſus · 
ceſs, a multitude of people reſort, In order to 
ſupply them with the neceſſaries of life, cultiva- 
tion muſt be increaſed, artiſans of various kinds 
muſt aſſemble, and induſtry as well as wealth will 
be gradually diffuſed. Many examples of this have 
oecurred in different parts of America ſince they 
{ell under the dominion of the Spaniards. Popus 
lous villages and large towns have ſuddenly ariſen 
amidſt uninhabited wilds and mountains; and the 
working of mines, though far from being the moſt 


proper 
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BO OK proper object towards which the attention of an 
VII. infant ſociety would be turned, may become the 
r means both of promoting uſeful activity, and of 
Axecentand augmenting the number of people. A recent and 
— fingular inſtance of this has happened, which, as it 
is but little known in Europe, and may be pro- 
ductive of great effects, merits attention. The 
Spaniards ſettled in the provinces of Cinaloa and 
Sonora, had been long diſturbed by the depreda- 
tions of ſome herce tribes of Indians. In the year 
1765, their incurſions became fo frequent, and ſo de- 
ſtructive, that the inhabitants, in deſpair, applied to 
the Marquis de Croix, viceroy of Mexico, for ſuch a 
body of troops as might enable them to drive thoſe 
formidable invaders from their places of retreat in 
the mountains. But the treaſury of Mexico was ſo 
much exhauſted by the vaſt ſums drawn from it, in 
order to ſupport the late war againſt Great Britain, 
that the viceroy could afford them no aid. The re- 
ſpect due to his virtues, accompliſhed what his offi- 
cial power could not effect. He prevailed with the 
merchants-to advance about two hundred thouſand 
peſos for def raying the expence of the expedition. 
Be The war was conducted by an officer of abilities; 
and after being protracted for three years, chiefly by 


the difficulty of purſuing the fugitives over moun- 


tains and through defiles which were almoſt im paſſa- 
ble, it terminated in the year 1771, in the final ſub- 
miſſion of the tribes, Which had been ſo long the ob- 
ject of terror to the two provinces. In the courſe of 
this ſervice, the Spaniards marched through coun- 
tries into which they ſeem not to have penetrated 
before that time, and diſcovered mines of ſuch va- 
Ine, as was aſtomſhing even to men acquainted 
with the riches contained in the mountains of the 
New World.-At Cineguilla, in the province of So- 
nora, they entered a plain of fourteen leagues in 
extent, in Which they found gold in grains, 3 
242 : the 
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the depth of only fixteen inches, of ſuch a ſize, BOOK 
that ſome of them weighed nine marks, and in VII. 
ſuch quantities, that in a ſhort time, with a few la. TY 
bourers, they collected a thouſand marks of gold 
in grains, eyen without taking time to waſh the 
earth that had been dug, which appeared to be ſo 
rich, that perſons of ſkill computed that it might 
yield what would be equal in value to a million of 
peſos. Before the end of the year 1771, above two Probable ef- | 
thouſand perſons were ſettled in Cineguilla, under 1 
the government of proper magiſtrates, and the in- | 
ſpection of ſeveral ecclefiaſtics. As ſeveral other 
mines, not inferior in riches to that of Cineguilla, 
have been diſcovered, both in Sonora and Cinaloa *, 
it is probable that theſe neglected and thinly inha- 10 
bited provinces, may ſoon become as populous and 4 
| 
| 


* 


valuable as any part of the Spaniſh empire in 
America. e Beep c-Si 

Tux peninſula of California on the other fide California, 
of the Vermilion ſea, ' ſeems to have been leſs © * 
known to the ancient Mexicans, than the pro- | 
vinces which I have mentioned. It was diſco- 
vered by Cortes in the year 1536. (See Book 
V.) During a long period it continued to be fo 
little frequented, that even its form was unknown, 
and in moſt charts it was repreſented as an iſland, 
not as a peninſula f. Though the climate of this 
country, if we may judge from its fituation, muſt 
be very deſirable ; the Spaniards have made ſmall 
progreſs in peopling it. Towards the cloſe of the 1 
laſt century, the Jeſuits, who had great merit in 
exploring this neglected province, and in civiliz- | | 
ing its rude inhabitants, imperceptibly acquired 
a dominion over it as complete as that which they 
poſſeſſed in their miſhons in Paraguay, and they 
laboured to introduce into it the ſame policy, and 


to 
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B OO K t@-govern the natives by the ſame maxims. In or. 
VII. der to prevent the court of Spain from eonceiving 
any jealouſy of their deſigns and operations, they 
ſeem ſtudiouſly to have depreciated the country, 
by repreſenting the climate as ſo diſagreeable and 
unwholeſome, and the ſoil as ſo barren, that no- 
thing but their zealous defire of converting the 
natives, could have induced them to ſettle there“. 
Several public-ſpirited citizens endeavoured to un- 
1 mona deceive their ſovereigns, and to give them a better 
proving. View Of California, but in vain, At length, on the 
erxpulſien of the Jeſyits from the Spanith domini. 
ons, the court of Madrid, as prone at that junc- 
ture to ſuſpect the purity of the Order's intentions, 
as formerly to conſide in them with implicit truſt, 
appointed Don Joſeph Galvez, whoſe, abilities have 
fince raiſed bim to the high rank of miniſter for 
the Indies, to viſit that peninſula. His account of 
| the country was favourable; he found the pearl 
fiſhery on 1ts.coalts to be valuable, and diſcovered 
mincs of gold of a yery promiſing appearance. 
From its vicinity to Cinalea and Sonora, it is pro- 
bable, that if the population of theſe provinces 
ſhall increaſe in the manner which I have ſuppoſed, 
Califarnia may, by degrees, receive from them 
ſuch a reerait of inhabitants, as ta be ne longer 
reckoned among the deſolate ayd uſeleſs diſtricts 
of the Spaniſh empire. 
Yucatan ON the eaſt of Mexico, Yucatan and Honduras 
pat Honeu- are commprebended in the government of New 
Spain, though ancicatly they can hardly be ſaid 
to have formed a part of the Mexican empire. 
Theſe large provinces, ſtretching from ſhe Bay of 
Campeachy beyond Cape Gracias a Dios, do not, 
like the other territories of Spain in the ary 
World, 


» Venega Hiſt. of California. i. 26. 
FF 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


orld, deriye their value either from the fertility B 00 K 


their ſoil, or the richneſs of their mines, but 


perica, the logwaod tree, which, in dying ſome 
ours, is ſo far preferable to any other material, 
t the conſumption of it in Europe is conſidera · 
| and it bas become an article in commerce 
great value. During a long period, no Euro- 
n nation intruded. upon. the Spaniards in thoſe 
vinces, Or attempted to obtain any ſhare in this 
nch of trade. But after the conqueſt of Ja- 
ica by the Engliſh, it ſoon appeared -what a 
idable rival was now ſeated in the neigh- 
hood of the Spapiſh territories. One of the 
objects that tempted the Engliſh, was the 
at profit ariſing from the logwood trade, and 
facility of wreſting ſome portion of it from 
Spaniards. Some adventurers from Jamaica 
e the firſt attempt at Cape Catoche, the ſouth. 
promontory of Yucatan, and by cutting log- 
d there, carried on a gainful traffic. When 
t of the trees near the coaſt in that place were 
d, they removed to the iſland of Triſt, in 
Bay of Campeachy ; and in latter times, their 
ipal tation has been in the Bay of Honduras. 
Spaniards, alarmed at this encroachment, 
avoured by negociation, remonſtrances, and 
force, to prevent the Engliſh from obtaining 
footing on that part of the American conti- 


PS EB fs 72 „ _ Y» * 3 —— FRY 


ras But after ſtruggling againſt it for more 
em Wh a century, the diſgſters of laſt war extorted 
aid the court of Madrid a reluGant conſent to 
UC, 


y of rrritories“. The pain which this humbling 
not, eon occaſioned, ſeems to have ſuggeſted 
dev Wthod of rendering it of little conſequence, 
ld, e | more 


* Treaty of Paris, Art. zvili. - 


ate this ſettlement of foreigners in the heart of 


y yield, in greater abundance than any part of Bond 


Their dey 
cline, 
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VII. 
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and revival. 


Chili, 


of commerce, and the logwood which the Engli 


to Spain. 
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or violence. The logwood produced on the ue 
coaſt of Yucatan; where the ſoil is drier, is 
quality far ſuperior to that which grows on mark 
grounds where the Engliſh are ſettled. By enco 
raging the cutting of this, and permitting the in 
portation of it into Spain without paying any duty 
ſueh vigour has been given to this declining brand 


bring to market has funk ſo muchi in value, 
their trade to the Bay of Honduras has gradual 
dcclined ſ fince it obtained a legal ſanction ; an 
it is probable, will ſoon be finally abandoned. 
that event, the provinces of Yucatan and Hondy 
will become poſſeſſions of confiderable importan 


- $7111 farther eaſt than Honduras lie the t 
provinces of Coſta Rica and Veragua, which lik 
wiſe belong to the vice-royalty of New Spain; | 
both have been ſo much negleQed by the Spar 
ards, and are apparently of ſuch ſmall value, tl 
they merit no particular attention. | 
Tue moſt important province depending 
the vice-royalty of Peru, is Chili. The In 
had eſtabliſhed their dominion in ſome of its | 
thern diſtricts; but in the greater part of 
country, its gallant and high-ſpirited in habit 
maintained their independence. The Spantart 
allured by the fame of its opulence, early 
tempted the conqueſt of it under Diego Almag 
and after his death, Pedro de Valdivia reſun 
the deſign. Both met with fierce oppoſition. un 
former relinquiſhed the enterprize in the manuntr 
which I have mentioned 1. The latter, after | 
ing given many diſplays both of courage * 
n „ 3 s it 


* Real Cedula, Campomanes, in. 145. 
+ See NOTE LXVII. f Book vi. 
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ecked the natives in their career, and ſaved the 
mainder of the Spaniards from deſtruction. By 
grees, all the champaign 1 along the coalt 
xs ſubjeted to the Spaniſh do 

ountainous country is ſtill poſſeſſed by the 
elches, Araucos, and other tribes of its original 
habitants, formidable neighbours to the Spani— 


ries, they have been obliged to maintain perpe- 
al hoſtility, ſuſpended only by a few intervals of 
ſecure peace. | | 


je U 
1 lik 
1; b 
opal 


55 U 


tacamas to the iſland of Chiloe, above nine hun- 


ke New World, and is hardly equalled by that 
any region on the face of the earth. Though 
ordering on the Torrid Zonep it never feels the 
ng WFtremity of heat, being ſcreened on the eaſt by 
Ine 


ts f- breezes. The temperature of the air is fo mild 


of d equable, that the Spaniards give it the preſe- 
bitaFWace to that of the ſouthern provinces in their na- 
niarWhe country. The fertility of the ſoil correſponds 
rly Wii the beuignity of the climate, and is wonder- 


mag 
e ſum 
. 
many 
ter ain to full maturity there. The animals of our 
and Wmiſphere not only multiply, but improve in this 
IWiizhtful region. The horned cattle are of, larger 
e than thoſe of Spain. Its breed of horſes ſur- 
les, both in beauty and in ſpirit, the famous 
op. | Andalufian 


ly accommodated to European productions. 
be moſt valuable of theſe, corn wine and oil, 


ary (kill, was cut off with a confiderable body BOOK 
troops under his command. Franciſco de Vil- VII. 
gra, his Neutenant, by, his ſpirited conduct, wo 


minion. The 
Is; with whom, during the courſe of two cen- 


Tnar part of Chili then, which may properly . 
deemed a Spaniſh province, is a narrow dil- nate m4 


ict, extending along the coaſt from the deſert of foil. 


ed miles. Its climate is the moſt delicious of 


e Andes, and refreſhed from the weſt by cooling 


ound in Chili, as if they had been native to the 
untry. All the fruits imported from Europe 
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B O OK Andaluſian race, from which they ſprang. V » 
VII. has nature exhauſted her bounty on the uf a 
face of the earth; ſhe has ſtored its bowels vi n 
riches. Valuable mines of gold, of filver, of co v 

per, and of lead, have been diſcovered in vario is 

parts of it. HO e — 

Cauſe ofits. A COUNTRY diſtinguiſhed by ſo many bleſingf o. 
lected by WE may be apt to conclude, would early becom b 
ihe F- a favourite ſtation of the Spaniards, and muff p 
"have been cultivated with peculiar predileQoM n. 
and care. Inſtead of this, a great part of it r 

mains unoccupied, In all this extent of counti Pe 

there are not above eighty thouſand white inhabi O 

tants, and about three times that number of n w. 

groes and people of a mixed race. The moſt fer fo 

tile ſoil in America lies uncultivated, and ſom th 

of its moſt promiſing mines remain unwrought ve 
Strange as this negle& of the Spaniards to ava ei 
themſelves of advantages which ſeemed to cou ne 

their acceptance may appear, the eauſes of it ci bh. 

be traced. The ogly intercourſe of Spain vic v 

its colonies in the South Sea, was carried on du | 

ing two centuries by the annual fleet to Porto- belli eut 

All the produce of the colonies were ſhipped i lik 

* the ports of Callao, or Arica in Peru, for Pan Th 
ma, and carried from thence acroſs the iſthmu fro 

All the commodities which they received from i u 
mother-country, were conveyed from Panama Wy, 

the ſame harbours. Thus both the exports au at 

imports of Chili paſſed through the hands of Hen 
merchants of Peru. Theſe had of courſe a proſe 

on each; and in both tranſactions the Chileſe fe the 


their own ſubordination; and having no dire 
intercourſe with the parent ſtate, they depends 
upon another province for the diſpoſal of the 
productions, as well as for the ſupply of tht 
wants. Under ſuch diſcouragements, 2 


could not increaſe, and induſtry was deſtitute 
| 00 


— 
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motives which I ſhall mention hereafter, has VII. 
adopted a new ſyſtem, and carries on, her com- —T— 
merce with the colonies in the South Sea, by ſhips HD 
which go round Cape Horn, a direct intercourſe ment. 
is opened between Chili and the mothet-country. 

The gold, the filver, and the other commodities 

of the province will be exchanged in its own har- 
bours for the manufactures of Europe. Chili may 
ſpeedily riſe into that importance among the Spa- 

niſh ſettlements to which it is entitled by its natu- 

ral advantages. It may become the granary of 

Peru, and the other provinces along che Pacific 
Ocean; it may ſupply them with wine, with cattle, 

with horſes, with hemp, and many other articles 

for which they now depend upon Europe. Tho” 

the new ſyftem has been eſtabliſhed only a few 
years, thoſe effects of it begin already to be ob- 
ſerved *. If it ſhall be adhered to with any ſteadi- 

neſs for half a eentury, one may venture to foretell, 

that population, induſtry and opulence will ad- 
vance in this provinee with rapid progreſs. 

To the eaſt of the Andes, the provinces of Tu- Provinces or 
euman and Rio de la Plata, border on Chili, and 3 
like it were dependent on the vice- royalty of Pe ru. la Plata. 
Theſe regions of immenſe extent ſtretch in length Northern 
from north to ſouth above thirteen hundred miles, 242m 
and in breadth more than a thouſand. This eoun- 
ty, which is larger than moſt European kingdoms, 


ts naturally forms itſelf into two great divifions, one 
of Men the north, and the other on the ſouth of Rio 
a pro de la Plata. The former eomprehends Paraguay, 
fe ffhe famous miſſions of the Jeſuits, and ſeveral 
, direpther diſtrits. But as diſputcs have long ſubſiſted 
pendeſſhbetween the courts of Spain and Portugal, con- 


ermng its boundaries, which, it is probable, will be 
| oon 


* Campomanes, ii. 157. 
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BO O ſoon. finally. aſcertained, either amicably, or by. 

VII. the deciſion of the ſword, I chuſe to reſerve my 

Fw account of this northern diviſion, until J cuter 

upon the hiſtory of Portugueſe America, with 

which it is intimately connected; and, in relat- 

ing it, I ſhall be able, from authentic materials, 
ſupplied both 5 Spain and Portugal, to give a full 

and accurate deſcription of the operations and 

"views of the Jeſuits, in rearing that fingular fabric 

of policy in America, which has drawn ſo much 

| attention, and has been ſo imperſectly underſtood. 

The latter divihon of the province contains the 

| governments of Tucuman and Buenos-A yres, 

| and to theſe I ſhall at preſent confine my ob- 


ſervations. 
View ofthe THE Spaniards entered this part of America by 
latter. the river De la Plata, and though a ſucceſſion of 


cruel diſaſters befell them in their early attempts 
to eſtabliſh their dominion there, they were en- 
couraged to perſiſt in the deſign, at firſt by the 
hopes of diſcovering mines in the interior coun- 
try, and afterwards by the neceſſity of occupying 
it, in order to prevent any other nation from ſet- 
tling there, and penetrating by this route into their 
rich poſſeſhons in Peru. But except Buenos- 
Ayres, they have made no ſettlement of any con- 
ſequence in all the vaſt ſpace which I have men- 
tioned. There are, indeed, ſcattered over it, a 
few places on which they have beſtowed the name 
of towns, and to which they have endeavourcd to 
- add ſome dignity, by erecting them into biſhop- 
ricks; but they are no better than paltry villages, 
cach with two or three hundred inhabitants. 
One circumſtance, however, which was not ori- 
ginally foreſeen, has contributed to render this 
diſtrict, though thinly peopled, of conſiderable 
importance. The province of Tucuman, togethe! 


with the country to the ſouth of the Plata, gr: of 
eing 


the inhabitants not only. to open. a. lucrative trade 
with Peru, by ſupplying it with cattle, horſes, and 
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peing covered with wood like other parts of Ame-Boox | 
rica, forms one vaſt open plain; almoſt without a VIL il 
tree. The ſoil is a deep fertile mold, watered by ww "lf 
many ſtreams deſcending. from the Andes, and | 1 
clothed in perpetual verdure. In this rich paſtu- '.. 
rage, the horſes and cattle imported by the Spani- 

ards from Europe have multiplied to a degree | 
which almoſt exceeds belief. This has enabled 


mules, but to carry on a commerce no leſs benefi- 
cial, by the exportation of hides to Europe. From 9 
both the colony has derived great advantages. But 1 
its commodious ſituation for earrying on contra- | 


band trade, has been the chief ſource. of its proſ- 


perity. While the court of Madrid adhered to its 
ancient ſyſtem, with reſpect to its communication 
with America, the river De la Plata lay ſo much 
out of the courſe of Spaniſh navigation, that inter- 
lopers, almoſt without any riſque of either being 
obſerved or obſtructed, could pour in European 
manufactures in ſuch quantities, that they not only 
ſupplied the wants of the colony, but were convey- 
ed into all the eaſtern diſtriatts of Peru. When the 
Portugueſe in Brafil extended their ſettlements to 
the banks of Rio De la Plata; a new channel was 
opened, by which prohibited commodities flowed 
into the Spaniſh territories with ſtil] more facility, 
and in greater abundance. Phis illegal traffic, 
however detrimental to the parent ſtate, contribut- 
ed to the increaſe of the ſettlement, which had the 
immediate benefit of it, and Buenos-Ayres became 
gradually a populous and opulent town: What 
may be the effe& of the alteration lately made in — 
the government of this colony, the nature of which | 
ſhall be deſcribed in the ſubſequent Book, cannot 

hitherto be known. r 
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BOOK ALL the other territories of Spain in the New 
VII. World, the, iflands excepted, of whole diſcovery 
aud reduction I have formerly given an account, 


Other u are comprehended under two great divifions; the 


tories of 


Spain. : 


former denominated the kingdom Tierra Firme, 
the provinces of which ſtretch along the Atlantic, 
from the eaſtern frontier of New Spain tothe mouth 
of the Orinoco; the latter, the New Kingdom of 
Granada, fituated in the interior country. With 
a ſhort view of theſe I ſhall eloſe this part of my 
work. | | | ' 

To the eaſt of Veragua, the laſt province ſub- 
ject to the viceroy of Mexico, lies the iſthmus of 
Darien. Though it was in this part of the conti- 
nent that the Spaniards firſt began to plant colo- 
nies, they have made no conſiderable progreſs in 


peopling it. As the country is extremely moun- 


tainous, deluged with rain during a good part of 
the year, remarkably unhealthful, and contains 


no mines of great value, they would probably have 


abandoned it altogether, if they had not been al- 
tured to eontinue by the exeellence of the harbour 


of Porto-bello on the one ſea, and that of Panama 


on the other. "Fheſe have been called the keys to 
the communication between the north and ſouth 
ſea, between Spain and her moſt valuable colonies. 
In conſequence of this advantage, Panama has be- 
come a conſiderable and thriving town. The pe- 
culiar noxiouſneſs of its climate has prevented 
Porto-bello from increaſing in the ſame propor- 
tion. As the intercourfe with the ſettlements in 


the Pacific Ocean, is now carried on by another 


channel, it is probable that both Porto-bello and 


Panama will decline, when no longer nouriſhed 


and enriched by that commerce, to whieh they 


were indebted for their proſperity, and even their 


exiſtence. 


THI 
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Tux provinces of Carthagena and Santa Mar-B O 0K 
tha, ſtretch to the eaſtward of the iſthmus of Da- VII. 
rien. The country ſtill continues mountainous, => 
but its vallies begin to expand, are well watered, Saber“ 
and extremely fertile. Pedro de Heredia ſubjected Martha. 
this part of America to the crown of Spain, about 
the year 1532. It is thinly peopled, and of courſe 
ill cultivated. It produces, however, a variety of 
valuable drugs, and ſome precious ſtones, particu- 
larly emeralds. But its chief importance is de- 
rived from the harbour of Carthagena, the ſafeſt 
and beſt fortified of any in the American domini- 
dus of Spain. In a ſituation ſo favourable, com- 
merce ſoon began to flouriſh. As early as the year 
1544, it ſeems to have been a town of ſome tiote. 
But when Carthagena was choſen as the port in 
which the galcons ſhould firſt begin to trade on 
their arrival from Europe, and to which they were 
directed to return, in order to prepare for their 
voyage home ward, the commerce of its inhabitants 
was {0 much favoured by this arrangement, that it 
ſoon became one of the moſt populous, opulent, 
and beautiful cities in America. There is, howe- 
ver, reaſon to apprehead, that it has reached its 
higheſt point of exaltation, and that it will be fo 
far affected by the change in the Spaniſh ſyſtem of 
trade with America, which has withdrawn from it 
the deſirable viſits of the galeons, as to feel at leaſt 
a temporary decline. But the wealth now collect- 
ed there muſt find or create employment for itſelf; 
and may be turned with advantage into ſome new 
lain Its harbour 1s ſo ſafe, and ſo conveni- 
ently ſituated for receiving commodities from Eu- 
rope, its merchants have been ſo long accuſtomed 
to convey theſe into all the adjacent provinces, 
that it 18 probable they will ſtill retain this branch 
of trade, and Carthagena continue to be a city of 
great importance. 


L 2 Tax 
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BOOK Tur province contiguous to Santa Martha on 


VII. the eaſt, was firſt viſited by Alonſo de Ojeda, in 


SIX the year 1499; and the Spaniards, en their land- 
enczuela, ; | 


them in Europe. They made ſome attempts to Ml 


carrying them into execution. 
: 1 for ſupplying the deficiency of his funds, 


to be held as an hereditary fief of the crown of 


ed that a ſettlement would have been eſtabliſhed on 


their plan to ſome of thoſe ſoldiers of fortune wit 
which Germany abounded in the ſixteenth cer 


ing there, having obſerved ſome huts in an Indian 
village built upon piles, in order to raiſe them 
above the ſtagnated water which covered the plain, 


were led to beſtow upon it the name of Venezuela, 
or little Venice, by their uſual propenfity to find 


a reſemblance between what they diſcovered in 
America, and the objects whieh were familiar to 


ſettle there, but with little ſucceſs. The final re- 
duction of the province was accompliſhed by means 


very different from thoſe to which Spain was in- 
debted for its other acquiſitions in the New World. 


( 
The ambition of Charles V. often engaged him in 
operations of ſuch variety and extent, that his re- 
venues were not ſufficient to defray the expence of 

Ian other ex. f 


e had borrowed large ſums from the Velſers of 
Augſburgh, the moſt opulent merchants at that 
time in Europe. By way of retribution for theſe, 
or in hopes, perhaps, of obtaining a new loan, he 
| beſtowed upon them the province of Venezuela, 


Caſtile, on condition, that within a limited time 
they ſhould render themſelves maſters of the coun- 


try, and eſtabliſh a colony there. Under the di- 
rection of ſuch perſons, it might have been expett- 


maxims very different from thoſe of the Spaniards 
and better calculated to encourage ſuch uſeful in- 

duſtry, as they might have known to be the only 
certain ſource of proſperity and opulence. But 
unfortunately they committed the execution d 


un M 


* Book II. | 


HISTORY OFT AMERICA, 241 


tury. Theſe adventurers, impatient to amaſs rich-BOOK 
es, that they might ſpeedily abandon a ſtation VII. 
which they ſoon diſcovered to be very uneomfort- 

able, inſtead of planting a coloay that might. have 
cultivated and improved the country, wandered 

from diſtri to diſtrict in ſearch of mines, plun- 

| dering the natives with unſceling rapacity, or op- 

0 preſing them by the impoſition of intolerable taſks, 


e- n the courſe of a few years their avarice and ex- 4 
NS actions, in compariſon with which thoſe of the f 
d. Spaniards were moderate, deſolated the province 


d. fo completely, that it could hardly afford them ſub- 
in fiſtence, and the Velſers relinquiſhed a property, 


te. from which the inconſiderate eonduct of their 
of W agents left them no hope of ever deriving any ad- 
oY vantage * When the wretched remainder of the 


ds, Germans deſerted Venezuela, the Spaniards again 
. of W took poſſeſſion of it; but, notwithſtanding many 
bat natural advantages, it is one of their maſt languiſh- 
| ing and unproductive ſettlements, | 

Tre provinces of Caraccas and Cumana are the Caracas 
laſt of the Spaniſh territories on this coaſt; but in naa. 
relating the origin and operations of the mercantile | | 
company, in which an excluſive right of trade with 
them has been veſted, I ſhall hereafter have qcca- { 
ſion to conſider their ſtate and productions. jd 

Tux New Kingdom of Granada is entirely an ye king- 
inland country of vaſt extent. This important dom of 
addition was made to the dominions of Spain 
about the year 1536, by Sebaſtian de Benalcazar 
| and Gonzalo Ximenes de Queſada, two of the 
braveſt and moſt accompliſhed officers employed 
in the conqueſt of America. The former, who 
commanded at that time in Quito, attacked it from 
the ſouth; the latter made his invaſion from Santa 
Martha on the north. As the original ans" . 

O0 
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BOOK of this region were farther advanced in improve. 


ment, than any people in America but the Mexi, 


"TY. cans and Peruvians*, they defended themſelves 


with great reſolution and good conduct. The abi- 
Imies and perſeverance of Benalcazar and Queſada 
ſurmounted all oppoſition, though not without en- 
countering many dangers, and reduced the coun- 
try into * form of a Spaniſh province. 

Taz New Kingdom of Granada is ſo far elevated 
above the level of the ſea, that though it approach. 
es almoſt to the equator, the climate is remarkably 
temperate. The fertilir of its vallies is not infe. 
rior to that of the richeſt diſtris in America, and 
its higher grounds yield gold and precious ſtones 
of various kinds. It is not by digging into the 
bowels of the earth that this gold is found ; it is 
mingled with the ſoil near the ſurface, and ſepa- 
rated from it by repeated waſhing with water. 
This operation is carried op wholly by negroe 
ſlaves; for though the chill ſubterranean air has 
been diſcovered; by experience, to be ſo fatal to 
them, that they cannot be employed in the deep 
ſilver mines, they are more capable of performing 
the other ſpecies of labour than Indians. As the 
natives in the New Kingdom of Granada are ex- 
empt from that fervice, which has waſted their 
race ſo rapidly in other parts of America, it is re- 
markably populous. Some diſtrifts yield gold 
with a profufion no leſs wonderful than that in the 
vale of Cineguilla, which I have formerly menti- 
oned, and it is often found in pepitas, or grains, 
which manifeſt the abundance in which it is pro- 
duced On a rifing ground near Pamplona, fingle 
labourers have Fonts per in a day what was equal 
enen, of lite goyernor of 

Ke | anta 
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. Santa Fe brought with him to Spain a lump of vir-BOOK 

1 gin gold, eſtimated to be worth ſeven hundred and VII. 

8 torty pounds ſterling. But without founding any 

. calculation on what is rare and extraordinary, the 

3 value of the gold uſually collected in this country, 

6 particularly in the provinces of Popayan and 

s Choco, is of conſiderable amount. Its towns are | | 
populous and flouriſhing. 'The number of inhabi- 1 

d tants in almoſt every part of the country daily in- i 

v creaſes. Cultivation and induſtry of various kinds 1 

y begin to be encouraged and to proſper. A conſi- 

, derable trade 1s carried on with Carthagena, the 

d roduce of the mines, and other commodities, 

8 Ls conyeyed down the great river of St. Mag- 

e dalen to that city, On another quarter, the New 

is Kingdom of Granada has a communication with 

Y the Atlantic by the river Orinoco; but the count 

. which ſtretches along its banks towards the eaſt is 4 

e little known, and imperfectly occupied by the | | 

18 Ppaniards, | | | | 
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AFTER tracing the progreſs of the Spaniards in BOOK 

their diſcoveries and conqueſts during more than VIII. 

half a century, I have conducted them to that 
riod when their authority was eſtabliſhed over hy 

almoſt all the vaſt regions in the New World ſtill trade of the 

ſubje& to. their dominion, The effect of their en 

ſettlements upon the countries of which they took 

poſſeſſion, the maxims which they adopted in form- 

ing their new. colonies, the interior ſtructure and 

policy of theſe, tagether with the influence of their 

progreſſive improvement upon the parent ſtate, and 

the commercial intercourſe of nations, are the 

objects to which we now turn our attention, and 

*. are no leſs intereſting than important. 

HE firſt viſible conſequence of the eſtabliſh- Depopulati- 
ments made by the Spaniards in America, was the gage gun 
diminution of the ancient inhabitants, to a degree fed of 

equally them, 
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BOO K equally aſtoniſhing and deplorable, I have al, 
VIII. ready, on different occaſions, mentioned the dif. 
Wxw> aſtrous influence under which the connection of 
the Americans with the people of our hemiſphere 
commenced, both in the iſlands, and in ſeveral 
-parts of the continent, and have touched upon 
various cauſes of their rapid conſumption. Where. 
ever the inhabitants of America had relſoiujion to 
take arms in deſence of their liberty and rights, 
many periſhed in the unequal conteſt, and were 
cut off by their fierce invaders. But the greateſt 
deſolation followed after the ſword was ſheathed, 
and the conquerors were ſettled in tranquillity, 
Cafes of It was in the iſlands, and in thoſe provinces of the 
3 . continent which ſtretch from the gulf of Trini- 
{ne parts of dad to the confines of Mexico, that the fatal ef. 
ee conti- fects of the Spaniſh dominion were firſt and moſt 
BOY ſenſibly felt, All thole were occupied either by 
wandering tribes of hunters, or by ſuch as had 
made but ſmall progreſs in cultivation and induſtry, 
When they were compelled by their new maſters 
to take up a fixed refidence, and to apply to re- 
gular labour; when taſks were impoſed upon them 
diſproportioned to their ſtrength, and were exacted 

with unrelenting ſeverity ; they poſſeſſed not vi- 
gour either of mind or of body to ſuſtain this un- 
uſual load of oppreſſion. Dejection and deſpair 
drove many to end their lives by violence. Fa- 
' tigue and famine deſtroyed more. In all thoſe 
extenſive regions, the original race of inhabitants 
waſted away ; in ſome it was totally extinguiſhed. 
In Mexico, where a powerful and martial people 
diſtinguiſhed their oppoſition to the Spaniards, 
by efforts of courage worthy of a better fate, great 
numbers fell in the field; and there, as well as in 
Peru, ftill greater numbers periſhed under the 
hardſhips of attending the Spaniſh armics in their 

various expeditions and civil wars, worn out __ 

"7%" 
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ſions, and military ſtores. 

Bon peither the rage nor cruelty of the Spa- 
niards were fo deſtructive to the people of Mexi- 
co and Feru, es tbe inconfiderate policy with 
which they cltabliſhed their new ſettlements. The 


the inceſſant toil of carrying their baggage, provi- B 


Spain and 


Peru. 


former were temporary calamities, fatal to indi- 


viduals; the latter was a permanent evil, which, 
with gradual conſumption waſted the nation, 
When the provinces of Mexico and Peru were di- 
vided among the conquerors, each was eager to 
obtain a diſtrict, from which he might expect an 
inſtantaneous recompence for all his ſervices. 


Bold adventurers, accuſtomed to the careleſſneſs 


and diſſipation of a military life, had neither in- 
duſtry to carry on any plan of regular cultivation, 
nor paticnce to wait for its ſlow, but certain re- 


turns, Inſtead of ſettling in the 'vallies occupied 


by the natives, where the fertility of the ſoil would 
have amply rewarded the diligence of the planter, 
they choſe to fix their ſtations in ſome of*the mouu- 
tainous regions, frequent both in New Spain and 
in Peru. To ſearch for mines of gold aud filver, 
was the chief object of their activity. The vaſt 
proſpects which this opens, and the alluring hopes 
which it continually preſents, correſpond wonder— 
fully with the ſpirit of enterprize and adventure 


| that animated the firſt emigrants to America in 


every part of their conduft. In order to puſh for- 


ward thoſe favourite projects, ſo many hands were 
wanted, that the ſervice of the natives became in- 
diſpenſably requiſite. They were, accordingly, 
compelled to abandon their ancient habitations in 
the plains, and driven in crowds to the moun— 
tains. This {adden tranſition from the ſultry eli- 


mate of the vallies, to the chill penetrating air pe- 
culiar to high lands in the torrid zone; the fa- 
tigue 
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BOO k tigue of exorbitant labour, ſcanty or unwholeſome 


nouriſhment, and the deſpondeney occaſioned by 
a ſpecics of oppreſſion to which they were not ac- 
cuſtomed, and of which they ſaw no end, aſſected 


them nearly as much as their leſs induſtriqus coun- 


try men in the iſlands. They funk under the united 


preſſure of thoſe calamities, and melted away with 


almoſt equal rapidity “, In conſequence of this, 
together with the introduction, of the ſmall-pox, a 


malady unknown in America, and extremely fatal 
to the natives , the number of people both in New 


Spain and Peru was ſg much reduced, that in a 
few years the accounts of their ancient population 
appeared almoſt incredible |, 

SUCH are the molt conſiderable events and cauſes, 
which, by their combined operation, contributed. 
to depopulate America. Without attending to 
theſe, many authors, aſtoniſhed at the ſuddenneſs 
of the deſolation, have aſcribed this unexampled 


event to a ſcheme of policy no leſs profound than 


atrocious, The Spaniards, as they pretend, con- 
ſcious of their own inability to occupy the vaſt 
regions which they had diſcavered, and foreſceing 
the impoſſibility of maintaining their guthority 
oyer a people infinitely ſuperior to themſelves in 
number, in order to preſerve America, reſolved to 
exterminate the inhabitants, and by copverting it 
into a deſart, endeavoured to ſecure their own do- 
minion ayer it d. But nations ſeldom extend their 
views to objects ſo remote, or lay their plans ſo 
deep ; and, for the honour of humanity, we may 
obſerve, that no nation ever deliberately formed 
ſuch an execrable ſcheme. The Spaniſh n 

ar 


Torquemada, i. 613. + B. Diaz, c. I 24. Her- 


rera, dec. ii. lib. x. c. 4. Ullga Eytreten, 206. 
4 Torquem, 615. 642, 643. See NOTE LXVIII. 
§ See NOTE LXIX. | a 9 
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far from acting upon any ſuch ſyſtem. of deſtruc- ; OO R 
tion, were uniformly ſolicitous for the preſervation VIII. 
of their new ſubjects. With Iſabella, zeal for pro- 
pagating the chriſtian faith, and the deſire of com- 
municating the knowledge of truth, and the conſo- 
lations of religion, to people deſtitute of ſpiritual = 
light, were more than oſtenſible motives for en- 
couraging Columbus to attempt his diſcoveries. 
Upon his ſucceſs, ſhe endeavoured to fulfil her 
pious purpoſe, and manifeſted the moſt tender con- 
cern to ſecure, not only religious inſtruction, but | 
mild treatment, to that inoffenſive race of men ſub- 

Jected to her crown *. Her ſucceſſors adopted the 

ſame ideas; and, on many occaſions, which I have 

mentioned, their authority was interpoſed in the 

moſt vigorous exertions, to protect the people of 

America from the oppreſſion of their Spaniſh ſub- | 
jets. Their regulations for this purpoſe were nu- 
merous, and often repeated. They were framed 
with wiſdom, and dictated by humanity. After 
their poſſeſſions in the New World became ſo ex- 
tenſive, as might have excited ſoine apprehenſions 
of difficulty in retaining their dominion over them, 
the ſpirit of their regulations was as mild as when 
their ſettlements were confined to the iſlands alone. 
Their ſolicitude to protect the Indians ſeems rather 
to have augmented as their acquiſitions increaſed ; 
and from ardour to accompliſh this, they enacted, 
and endeavoured to enforce the execution of laws, 
which excited a formidable rebellion in one of 
their colonies, and ſpread alarm and diſaffection 
through all the reſt. But the avarice of individu- 
als was too violent to be controuled by the autho- 
rity of laws. Rapacious and daring adventurers, 
far removed from the ſeat of government, little 


accuſtomed 


* See NOTE LXX. 
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the feeble juriſdiction of civil power in an infant 
colony, deſpiſed or eluded every regulation that 
ſet bounds to their exactions and tyranny. The 
parent ſtate, with perſevering attention, iſſued 


edicts to prevent the oppreſſion of the Indians; 


the coloniſts, regardleſs of theſe, or truſting to 
their diſtance for impunity, continued to confider, 
and treat them as flaves. The governors them- 
ſelves, and other officers employed in the colo- 


_ nies, ſeveral of whom were as indigent and rapa- 


cious as the adventurers over whom they preſided, 
were too apt to adopt their contemptuous ideas 
of the conquered people; and, inſtead of check- 
ing; encouraged or connived at their exceſſes. 
The deſolation of the New World ſhould not then 


be charged on the court of Spain, or be conſidered 


as the effect of any ſyſtem of policy adopted there. 
It ought to be imputed wholly to the conquerors 
and firſt planters of America, who, by meaſures 
no leſs inconſiderate than unjuſt, counteraRed the 
edits of their ſovereign, and have brought diſ- 
grace upon their country. 

Wirn ſtill greater injuſtice, have many authors 
repreſented the intolerating ſpirit of the Roman 
Catholic religion, as the cauſe of exterminating the 
Americans, and have accuſed the Spaniſh ecclefi- 
aſties of animating their countrymen to the flaugh- 
ter of that innocent people, as idolators and ene- 
mies of God. But the firſt miſſionaries who viſited 
America, though weak and illiterate, were pious 
men. They early eſpouſed the defence of the na- 


tives, and vindicated their character from the aſ- 
perſions of their conquerors, who, deſeribing them 
as incapable of being formed to the offices of civil 
life, or of comprehending the doctrines of reli- 
gion, contended that they were a ſubordinate mu 
0 
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men, on whom the hand of nature had ſet the BO OK 
mark of ſervitude. From the accounts which 1 VIII. 
have given of the humane and perſevering zeal of "Fx 
the Spaniſh miſſionaries, in protecting the helpleſs 
flock committed to their charge, they appear in a 
light which refledts luſtre upon their function. 
They were miniſters of peace, who endeavoured 
to wreſt the rod from the hands of oppreſſors. To 
their powerful inter poſition, the Americans were 
indebted far every regulation tending to mitigate 
the rigour of their fate. The clergy in the Spa- 
niſh ſettlements, regular as well as ſecular, are 
ſtill conſidered by the Indians as their natural 
guardians, to whom they have recourſe under the 
hardſhips and exactions to which they are too of- 
ten expoſed “. v | 

Bur, notwithſtanding the rapid depopulation of T1 number 
America, a very conſiderable number of the na- 
tive race {till remains both in Mexico and Peru, 1 
eſpecially in thoſe parts which were not expoſed to 
the firſt fury of the Spaniſn arms, or deſolated by 
the firſt efforts of their induſtry, ſtill more ruinous. 
In Guatimala, Chiapa, Nicaragua, aud the other 
delightful provinces of the Mexican empire that 
ſtretch along the ſouth- ſea, the race of Indians is 
ſtill numerous. Their ſettlements in ſome places 
are ſo populous, as to merit the name of eities f. 
In the three audiences into which New Spain is 
divided, there are at leaſt two millions of Indians; 
a pitiful remnant, indeed, of its ancient popula- 
tion, but ſuch as ſtill forms a body of people ſupe- 
rior in number to that of all the other inhabitants 
of this vaſt country}. In Peru ſeveral diſtricts, 
particularly in the kingdom of Quito, are occupied 
almoſt entirely by Indians. In other provinces, 


they 


* Sce NOTE LXXI. + See NOTE LXXII. 
H See NOTE LXXIII. 
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Generalidea BUT the eſtabliſhments of the Spaniatds in the 
of the policy New World, though fatal to its ancient inhabi- 


of Spain in 
its colonies. 


ſcribed the regal power in every kingdom "of En- 
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they are mingled with the Spaniards, and in many 
of their ſettlements. practiſe the mechanic arts, and 
fill moſt of the inferior ſtations in ſociety. As the 
inhabitants, both of Mexico and Peru, were accuſ- 
tomed to a fixed reſidence, and to ſome degree of 
regular induſtry, leſs violence was requifite in 
bringing them to ſome conformity with the Euro. 
pean modes of civil life. But wherever the Spa- 
niards ſettled among the ſavage tribes of America, 
their attempts to incorporate with them have been 
always frutleſs, and often fatal to the natives, 
Impatient of reſtraint, and diſdaining labour as a 
mark of ſervility, they either abandoned their ori- 


ginal ſeats, and fought for independence in moun- 


tains and ſoreſts inacceſſible to their oppreſſors, or 
periſhed when reduced to a ſtate repugnant to their 
ancient ideas and habits: In the diftrias adjacent 
to- Carthagena, to Panama, and to Buenos-A yres, 
the deſolation is more general than even in thoſe 
parts of Mexico and Peru, of which the Spaniards 
have taken moſt full poſſeſſion. 


tants, were made at a period when that monarchy 
was capable of forming them to beſt advantage. 
By the anion of all its petty kingdoms, Spain was 
become a powerful ſtate; equal to ſo great an under- 
taking: Its monarchs, having extended their pre. 
rogative far beyond the limits which once cjreom- 


rope, were hardly ſubject to controul, either in 
concerting, or in executing their meaſures. lt 
every wide extended empire, the form of govern- 
ment muſt be ſimple, and the authority of the io 
vereign abſolute ; that his reſolutions may be taken 
with promptitude, and pervade the whole with undi 
miniſhed force. Such was the power of the Spanil 

monarchs, 


% 
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monarchs, when they were called to deliberate B O OR | 
concerning the mode of eſtabliſhing their domi- VIII. | 
nion over the moſt remote provinces that had ever ww | 
been ſubjeRed to any European ſtate. In this deli- | 
beration they felt themſelves under no conſtitutional 
reſtraint, and that as independent maſters of their 
own reſolves, they might iſſue the edicts requiſite 
for modelling the government of the new colo- 
nies, by a mere act of prerogative. 9 
T uIs early interpoſition of the Spaniſh crown, Farly inter- | 
in order to regulate the policy and trade of its co- engaau- | 
lonies, is a peculiarity which diſtinguiſhes their thority. | 
progreſs from that of the colonies of any other 
European nation. When the Portugueſe, the Eng- 
Iiſh, and French, took poſſeſſion of thoſe regions 
in America which they now occupy, the advan- 
tages which they promiſed to yield were ſo remote | | 
and uncertain, that they. were ſuffered to ſtruggle | 
through a hard infancy, almoſt without guidance 
or protection from the parent ſtate. * But gold and 
filver, the firſt productions of the Spaniſh ſettle- 
ments in the New World, were more alluring, and 
immediately attracted the attention of their mo- 
narchs. Though they bad contributed little to the 
diſcovery, and almoſt nothing to the conqueſt of 
the New World, they inſtantly aſſumed the func- 
tion of its legiſlators; and having acquired a ſpecies 
of dominion formerly unknown, they formed a 
| plan for exerciſing it, to which nothing ſimilar oc- 
| curs in the hiſtory of human affairs. | 
| Tax fundamental maxim of Spaniſh juriſpru- All power 
dence with reſpe& to America, is to conſider what 9 
has been acquired there as veſted in the crown, the crown. 
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rather than in the ſtate. By the bull of Alexander 
f VI. on which, as its great charter, Spain founded 
its right, all the regions that had been, or ſhould 


, be diſcovered, were beſtowed as a free gift upon 
Vor. II. Aa Ferdinand 
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BOOK Ferdinand and Iſabella. They and their ſucceſ- 

VIII. ſors were uniformly held to be the univerſal pro- 

— prietors of the vaſt territories, which the arms of 

their ſubjects conquered in the New World. From 

them, all grants of land there flowed, and to them 

they finally returned. The leaders who conducted 

the various expeditions, the governors who preſided 

over the different colonies, the officers of juſtice, 

and the miniſters of religion, were all appointed 

by their authority, and removable at their pleaſure, 

The people who compoſed infant ſettlements were 

intitled to no privileges independent of the ſove- 

reign, or that ſerved as a barrier againſt the power 

of the crown. It is true, that when towns were 

built, and formed into bodies corporate, the citi- 

zens were permitted to ele their own magiſtrates, 

who governed by laws which the community 

enacted. Even in the moſt deſpotie ſtates, this 

feeble ſpark of liberty is notextinguiſhed. But in 

the cities of Spaniſh America, this juriſdiction is 

merely municipal, and is confined to the regula- 

tion of their own interior commerce and police. 

In whatever relates to public government and the 

general intereſt, the will of the ſovereign is law. 

No political power originates from the people. All 

centres in the crown, and in the officers of its no- 
mination. 


All the new WHEN the conqueſts of the Spaniards in Ame- 
of Spain rica were completed, their monarchs, in forming 
ſubjeted to the plan of interior policy for their new domini- 
roy. ons, divided them into two immenſe governments, 

one ſubject to the viceroy of New Spain, the other 
to the viceroy of Peru. The juriſdiction of the 
former extended over all the provinces belonging 
to Spain 1n the northern diviſion of the American 
continent. Under that of the latter was compre- 


hended whatever ſhe poſſeſſed in South Ew 
This 
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yalty began to improve in induſtry.and popula- 
n. The people complained of their ſubjection 
; ſuperior, whoſe place of reſidence was fo diſ- 
t, or fo inacceſſible, as almoſt excluded them 
m any intercourſe with the ſeat of government. 
e authority of the viceroy over diſtricts ſo far re- 
ved from his own eye and obſervation, was un- 
idably both feeble and ill-directed. As a re- 
dy for thoſe evils, a third viceroyalty has been 
bliſhed in the preſent century, at Santa Fe de 
zota, the capital of the new kingdom of Grana- 

the juriſdiction. of which extends over the 
ple kingdom of Tierra Firme, and the province 


on of their ſovereign, but poſſeſs his regal 
ogatives within the precincts of their own go- 
ments, in their utmoſt extent. Like him they 
ciſe ſupreme authority in every department of 
rament, civil, military and criminal. The 
prefide in every tribunal. They have the ſole 
of nominating the perſons who hold many 
s of the higheſt importance, and the occaſion- 
ivilege of ſupplying ſuch as are in the royal 
until the ſucceſſor appointed by the king ſhall 
e. The external pomp of their government is 
| to its real dignity and power. Their courts 
drmed upon the model of that at Madrid, with 
and foot guards, a houſehold regularly eſta- 
d, numerous attendants, and enſigns of com- 
, diſplaying ſuch magnificence as hardly re- 
the appearance of delegated authority f. 


2% i Bur 


Voy. de Ulloa, i. 23. 255. 
Ulloa, Voy. i. 432. Gage, 64. 


is arrangement which, from the beginning, was B OO K 
ended with many inconveniencies, became in- VIII. 
erable when the remote provinces of each vice- "TY 


kin 11 Their pow- 
Mito“. Thoſe viceroys not only repreſent the Pe 
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BOOK Bur as the viceroys cannot diſcharge in peru ; 

VIII. the functions of a ſupreme magiſtrate in every Ho 

F of their extenſive juriſdiction, they are aided i Um 

2 their government by officers and tribunals ſimia ve 

to thoſe in Spain. The conduct of civil affairs i Mole 

the various 13 and diſtricts, into whicliiih + 

the Spaniſh dominjons in America are divided, iMeer 

committed to magiſtrates of various orders ac -pe 

denominations ; ſome appointed by the kug roc 

others by the viceroy, but all ſubje& to his eln 

mand, and amenable to his juriſdiction. Mes 

adminiſtration of juſtice is veſted in tribulMarti 

known by the name of Audiences, and forne gh 

upon the model of the court of Chancery in Spie 

Theſe are eleven in number, and diſpenſe juſidhhe « 

to as many diſtricts, into which the Spaniſh dom ay 

nions in America are divided*. The number Gee; 

Judges in them is various, according to the exieMWer 1 

and importance of their juriſdiction. The ſaidffeftr; 

of a judge in the court of Audience is no leſs bd i 

nourable than lucrative, and is commonly filed i th 

perſons of ſuch abilities and merit, as renderstiWeſer 

tribunal extremely reſpectable. Both civil uiourt 

criminal cauſes come under their cognizance, adyiſ 

ther font. fof each peculiar judges are ſet apart. Thou dir 
jurif= , Nr 1. | 

edition, is only in the moſt deſpotic governments, that Will 

ſovereign exerciſes in perſon the formidable preiWrric 

| ative of adminiſtering juſtice to his ſubjects em, 

1 in abſolving, or condemning, conſults no 1a Wound 

what is depoſited in his own breaſt; though u Pont 

the monarchies of Europe, judicial author! hon 

committed to magiſtrates, whoſe deciſions 2. hi, 

gulated by known laws and eſtabliſhed forms, Wp th, 

Spaniſh viceroys have often attempted to 10i"Whent, 

themſelves into the ſeat of juſtice, and u 

ambition which their diſtance from the con 


* See NOTE LXXIV. 
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ave annihilated juſtice and ſecurity in the Spaniſh 
olonies, by ſubjecting the lives and property of 


IS il | 
'bickMl to the will of a fingle man, the viceroys have 
d, een prohibited, in the moſt explicit terms, by 


ight is involved, even the political regulations of 


ie court of Audience, which, in thoſe inſtances, 


ſtraints on a perſon who repreſents the ſovereign, 
ad is clothed with his authority, are little ſuited 
the genius of Spaniſh policy, the heſitation and 


dviſe, they may remonſtrate, but in the event af 
direct colliſion between their opinion and the 
nll of the viceroy, what he determines muſt be 


peiWQrried into execution, and nothing remains for 
sem, but to lay the matter before the king and the 
as Wouncil of the Indies f. But to be entitled to re- 
1 10 Wonſtrate, and inform againſt a perſon, before 


* Recop. lib. ii. tit. xv.1. 35. 38. 44- lib. iii. tit. iii. I. 36. 37. 
I Solorz. De jure Ind. lib. iv. c. 3. n. 40, 41. Recop. lib. ii. 
t. Xv. I, 36. lib. Tre tit. 1, I, 34. Lib. V. tit. ix. J. 8 


f a ſuperior, rendered bold, have aſpired at a B O Ok 
ower which their maſter does not venture to aſ- VIII. 
me. In order to check an uſurpation which muſt ww 


peated laws, from interfering in the judicial 
roceedings of the courts of Audience, or from 
elivering an opinion, or giving a voice with re- 
dect to any point litigated before them *. In ſome 
articular caſes, in which any queſtion of civil 


ie viceroy may be brought under the review of 


ay be deemed an intermediate power placed be- 
een him and the people, as a conſtitutional bar- 
er to circumſcribe his juriſdiction. But as legal 


ſerve with which it confers this power on the 
purts of Audience, are remarkable. They may 


hom all others muſt be filent, and tamely ſubmit 
d his decrees, is a privilege which adds dignity - 
d the courts of Audience. This is farther aug- 
tented by another circumſtance. Upon the death 


of 
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by the king, the ſupreme power is veſted in the 
court of Audience refident in the capital of th 
viceroyalty, and the ſenior judge, aſſiſted by bis 
brethren, exereiſes all the functions of the vicergy 
while the office continues vacant *. - In matters that 
come under the cognizance of the Audicnces, in 
the courſe of their ordinary juriſdiction, as cours 
of juſtice, their ſentences are final in every litig. 
tion concerning property of leſs value than ft 
thouſand peſos; but when the ſubject in diſpu 
exceeds that ſum, their decifions are ſubject to . 
view, and may be carried by appeal before the 
royal council of the Indies f. 

In this council, one of the moſt confiderable in 
the monarchy for dignity and power, is veſted the 
ſupreme government of all the Spaniſh dominions 
in America. It was firſt eſtabliſhed by Ferdinand, 
in the year 1511, and brought into a more perfect 
form by Charles V. in the year 1524. Its juril 
diction extends to every department, ecclefialtica] 
civil, military, and commercial. All laws and 
ordinances relative to the government and police 


of the colonies originate there, and muſt be ap- 


proved of by two-thirds of the members, before 
they are iſſued in the name of the king. All the 


. officers, of which the nomination is reſerved to 


the crown, are conferred in this council. Toit 
each perſon employed in America, from the vice- 
roy downwards, is accountable. It reviews thelt 
conduct, rewards their ſervices, and inflids the 
puniſhments due to their malverſations?. Before 
it is laid whatever intelligence, either public or 
ſecret, is received from America, and every chen 

0 


* Recop. lib. ii. tit. xv. L 57, &. 
 . + Recop. lib. v. tit. xiii. I. i, &c. 
1 Recop. hb, ii. tit. ii, I. 1. 2, &c. 
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of improving the adminiſtration, the police, or B O O R 
the commerce of the colonies, is ſubmitted to its VIII. 
conſideration. From the firſt inſtitution of the "TY 
council of the Indies, it has been the conſtant ob- 

ject of the catholic monarchs, to maintain its au- 
thority, and to make ſuch additions from time to 

time, both to its power and its ſplendor, as might 

render it formidable to all their ſubjects in the 

New World. Whatever degree of public order 

and virtue ſtill remains in that country, where ſo 

many circumſtances conſpire to relax the former, 

and to corrupt the latter, may be aſcribed in a 

great meaſure to the wile regulations and vigilant 
inſpection of this reſpectable tribunal “. 

As the king is ſuppoſed to be always preſent in Caſa de 
his council of the Indies, its meetings are held in £292 
the place where he reſides. Another tribunal has 
been inſtituted, in order to regulate ſuch commer. 
cial affairs, as required the immediate and perſo- 

nal inſpection of thoſe appointed to ſuperintend 
them. This is called Caſa de la Contratacion, or 
the houſe of trade, and was eſtabliſhed in Seville, 
to whole port commerce with the New World was 
confined, as early as the year 1501. It may be 
conſidered both as a board of trade, and as a court 
of judicature. In the former capacity, it takes 
cognizance of whatever relates to the intercourſe 
of Spain with America, it regulates what commo- 
dities ſhould be exported thither, and has the in- 
ſpection of ſuch as are received in return. It de- 
cides concerning the departure of the fleets for the 
Weſt Indies, the freight and burden of the ſhips, 
their equipment, and deſtination. In the latter 
capacity it judges with reſpect to every queſtion, 
civil or commercial, or criminal, ariſing in conſe- 
quence of the tranſactions of Spain with America; 


and 


Its func- 
tions. 
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B OO K and in both theſe departments, its deciſions are 
VIII. exempted from the review of any court but that of 

the council of the Indies “. | 
- SUCH is the great outline of that ſyſtem of go- 
vernment, which Spain has eſtabliſhed in her 
American colonies, To enumerate the various 
ſubordinate boards and officers employed in the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, in collecting the public 
revenue, and in regulating the interior police of 
the country, to deſcribe their different functions, 
and to inquire into the mode and effect of their 
operations, would prove a detail no leſs intricate 

than minute and unintereſting. 

ane, THE firſt object of the Spaniſh monarchs was to 
excluſive ſecure the productions of the colonies to the pa- 
trade. rent ſtate, by an abſolute prohibition of any in- 
tereourſe with foreign nations. They took poſ- 
ſeſſion of America by right of conqueſt, and con- 
ſcious of the feebleneſs of their infant ſettlements, 
and aware of the difficulty in eſtabliſhing their 
dominion over ſuch vaſt regions, or of retaining 
ſo many reluctant nations under the yoke, they 
d the intruſion of ſtrangers; they cven 
ſhunned their in ſpection, and endeavoured to keep 
them at a diſtance from their coaſts. This ſpirit 
of jcalouſy and excluſion, which at firſt was natu- 
ral, and perhaps neceſſary, augmented as their 
poſſeſſions in America extended, and the value of 
them came to be more fully underſtood. In con- 
ſequence of it, a ſyſtem of colonizing was intro- 
duced, to which there had hitherto been nothing 
imilar among mankind. In the ancient world, it 
was not uncommon to ſend forth colonies. But 
they were of two kinds only. They were either 
migrations, which ſerved to diſburden a ſtate of 
| AN. | CN Tt ton 


* Recop. lib. ix, tit. 1. Veitia Norte de la Contratacion, 
lib. 1. c. 1. | ch Th ou: L Y | ; | 
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its ſuperfluous ſubjects, when they muitiplied too B OO K 
faſt ſor the territory which they occupied: or they VIII. 
were military detachments ſtationed, as garriſons,  ? 

in a conquered province. The colonies of ſome 
Greek republics, and the ſwarms of northern bar- 

barians which ſettled in different parts of Europe, 

were of the firſt ſpecies. The Roman colonies 

were of the ſecond. In the former, the connec- 

tion with the mother-country quickly ceaſed, and 

they became independent ſtates. In the latter, as 

the disjunction was not complete, the dependence 
continued. In their American ſettlements, the Regulations 
Spanifh monarchs took what was peculiar to each, Oe | 
and ſtudied to unite them. By ſending colonies [ 
to regions ſo remote, by eſtabliſhing in each a form | 
of interior policy and adminiſtration, under diſ- | 
tint governors, and with peculiar laws, they dis- 


Joined them from the mother- country. By retain- [ 
ing in their own hands the rights of legiſlation, as 3 
well as that of impoſing taxes, together with the 1 
power of nominating the perſons who filled every j 
department, civil or military, they ſecured their i 
dependence. Happily for Spain, the ſituation of # 


her colonies was ſuch, as rendered it poſſible to re- 
duce this new idea into practice. Almoſt all the 
countries which ſhe had diſcovered and occupied, 
lay within the tropics. The productions of that | 
large portion of the globe are different from thoſe | 
of Europe, even in its moſt ſouthern provinces. 4 
The qualities of the climate and of the foil natu- 
rally turn the induſtry of thoſe who ſettle there | 
into new channels. When the Spaniards firſt took 
poſſeſſion of their domains in America, the pre- 
cious metals which they yielded were the only ob- f 
ject that attracted their attention. Even when their ; 
efforts began to take a better direction, they em- , 
ployed themſelves almoſt wholly in rearing ſuch 
peculiar productions of the climate, as, from their 

rarity 


* 
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BOOK rarity or value, were of chief demand in the mo. 
VIII. ther-country. Allured by vaſt proſpects of im- 
TY mediate wealth, they diſdained to waſte their in- 
duſtry on what was leſs lucrative, but of ſuperior 
moment, In order to render it impoſhble to cor- 
re& this error, and to prevent them from making 
any efforts that might interfere with thoſe of Spain, 
the eſtabliſhment of ſeveral ſpecies of manufactures, 
and even the culture of the vine, or olive, are pro- 
hibited in the colonies“, under ſevere penalties f. 
They muſt truſt entirely to the mother- country for 
the objects of primary neceſſity. Their clothes, 
their furniture, their inſtruments of labour, their 
luxuries, and even a conſiderable part of the pro- 
viſions which they conſume, were imported from 
Spain. During a great part of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, Spain poſſeſſing an extenſive commerce and 
flouriſhing manufaQtures, could ſupply with eaſe 
the growing demands of her colonies, from her 
own ſtores. The produce of their mines and 
lantations was given in exchange tor theſe. But 
all that the colonies received, as well as all that 
they gave, was conveyed in Spaniſh bottoms. No 
veſlel belonging to the colanies was ever permitted 
to carry the commodities of America to Europe. 

Even the commercial intercourſe of one colon 
with another, was either abſolutely prohibited, or 
limited by many jealous reſtrictions. All that 
America yields flows into the ports of Spain; all 
that it conſumes muſt iſſue from them. No fo- 
TCigner ean enter one of its colonies without ex- 
preis permiſhon ; no veſſel of any foreign nation 
, is received into their harbours; and the pains of 
death, with confiſcation of moveables, are de- 
pounced againſt every inhabitant who prefumes to 
trade with them]. Thus the colonies are reig in 
a ſtate 


* Sce NOTE LXXV. + B. Ulloa Retab. des Manuf. 


| &c. De 206. ; Recopil, lib. ix. tit. Xxvil. I. 1. 4. 7. & 
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a ſtate of perpetual pupillage; and by the intro- 
duction of this commercial dependence, a refine- 
ment in policy of which Spain ſet the firſt example 
to the European nations, the ſupremacy of the pa- 
rent ſtate hath been maintained over remote colo- 
nies during twa centuries and a half. 

SUCH are the capital maxims to which the Spa- 


niſh monarchs ſeem to have attended in forming; 


their new ſettlements in America. But they could 
not plant with the ſame rapidity that they had de- 
ſtroyed; and, from many concurring cauſes, their 
progreſs was extremely ſlow in filling up the im- 
menſe void which their devaſtations had occaſion- 
ed. As ſoon as the rage for diſcovery and adven- 
ture began to abate, the Spaniards opened their 
eyes to dangers and diſtreſſes, which at firſt they 
did not perceive, or had deſpiſed. The numerous 
hardſhips with which the members of infant co- 


lonies have to ſtruggle, the diſeaſes of unwhole-. 


ſome climates, fatal to the conſtitution of Euro- 
peans; the difficulty of bringing a country, co- 
vered with foreſts, into culture; the want of 
hands neceſſary for labour in ſome provinces, and 
the flow reward of induſtry in all, unleſs where 
the accidental diſcovery of mines enriched a few 
fortunate adventurers, were evils univerſally felt 
and magnified. Diſcouraged by the view of theſe, 
the ſpirit of migration was ſo much damped, that 
ſixty years after the diſcovery of the New World, 
the number of Spaniards 1n all 1ts provinces is 
computed not to have exceeded fifteen thouſand *. 

Tut mode in which property was diſtributed in 
the Spaniſh colonies, and the regulations eſta- 
bliſhed with reſpec to the tranſmiſhon of it, whe- 
ther by deſcent, or by ſale, were extremely un- 


favourable 


* See NOTE LXXVI. 
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O O K favourable to population. In order to promote 3 

VIII. rapid increaſe of people in any new ſettlement, pro- 

"TY perty in land ought to be divided into ſmall ſhares, 
and the alienation of it ſhould be rendered ex- 
tremely eaſy . But the rapaciouſneſs of the Spa. 
niſh conquerors of the New World paid no re- 
gard to this fundamental mai of policy; and, 
as they poſſeſſed power, which enabled them to 
gratify the utmoſt extravagance of their wiſhes, ; TO 
many of them ſeized diſtrits and provinces of 
vaſt extent, and held them as encomzendas. By 
degrees they obtained the privilege of converting 
a part of theſe into Mayoraſgos, a ſpecies of fief, 
introduced into the Spaniſh ſyſtem of feudal ju- 
riſprudence f, which can neither be divided nor 
alienated. Thus a great portion of landed proper- 
ty, under this rigid form of entail, is withheld 
2 circulation, and deſcends from father to ſon 
unimproved, and of little value either to the 
proprietor or to the community. In the account 
which I have given of the reduction of Peru, va- 
rious examples occur of enormous tracts of coun- 
try occupied by ſome of the conquerors}. The 
exceſſes in other provinces were fimilar, for as the 
value of the lands which they acquired was ori- 
ginally eſtimated according to the number of In- 
dians which lived upon them, America was in ge- 
neral ſo thinly peopled, that only diſtricts of great 
extent could afford ſuch a number of labourers, 
as might be employed in the mines with any proſ- 

ct of  confiderable gain. The pernicious ef- 
tes of thoſe radical errors in the diſtribution and 
nature of property in the Spaniſh fettlements, are 
felt through every department of induſtry, and 
may be conſidered as one great cauſe of a pro- 
f . Lad 


* Dr. Smith's Inquiry, ii. 166. 
{ Recop. lib. iv. tit. iii. I. 24. { Book VI. 
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greſs in population ſs. much ſlower than that BO O 
which has taken place in better conſtituted co- VIII. 
lonies*. _ e Ag 
To this we may add, that the ſupport of the andthe g 
enormous and expenſive fabric of their eceleſiaſti- 75 9 ml 
cal eſtabliſhment, has been a burden on the Spa- policy. 
Diſh colonies, which has greatly retarded the pro- | 
greſs of population and induſtry. The payment 
of tithes is a heavy tax on induſtry ; and if the ex- 
action of them be not regulated and eircumſcribed 
by the wiſdom of the civil magiſtrate, it becomes 
intolerable and ruinous. But, inſtead of any re- 
ſtraint on the claims of ecelefiaſtics, the inconſide- 
rate zeal of the Spaniſh legiſlators admitted them 4 
into America 1n their full extent, and at once im- | 
poſed on their infant colonies, a burden which is 
in no flight degree oppreſſive to ſaciety even in its 
moſt improved ſtate. As early as the year 1501, 
the payment of tithes in the colonies was enjoined, 
and the mode of it regulated by law, and eve 
article of primary neceſlity, towards which the at- 
tention of new ſettlers muſt naturally be turned, 
was ſubjected to that grievous exaction f. Nor | 
were the demands of the clergy confined to articles [ 
of ſimple culture. Its more artificial and operoſe 
productions; ſuch as ſugar, indigo, and cochinca], ; 
were ſoon declared to be tithcable | ; and thus the 
induſtry of the planter was taxed in every ſtage of | 
its progreſs, from its rudeſt eſſay to its higheſt im- 
provement. To the weight of this legal impoſition, 
the bigotry of the American Spaniards has made 
many voluntary additions. From their fond de- 
light in the external pomp and parade of religion, 
and from ſuperſtitious reverence for eeeleſiaſties of 
every denomination, they have beſtowed profuſe 
| donatives 


. — —— 


* See NOTE LXXVII. f Recop. lib. 1, tit. Xvi. J. 3+ 
1 Ibid. I. 3. and 4. | 


— 


56 


OOK 
VIII. 


rious or- 
$ Of pco- 
in the 
Jonies. 


petones 
firſt. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


donatives on churches and monaſteries, and have 
unprofitably waſted a large proportion of that 
wealth, which might have nouriſhed and given 
vigour to productive labour in growing colonies. 
Box ſo fertile and inviting are the regions of 
America, which the Spaniards have occupied, 
that notwithſtanding all the circumſtances which 
have checked and retarded population, it has gra- 
dually increaſed, and filled the colonies of Spain 
with citizens of various orders. Among theſe, 
the Spaniards, who arrive from Europe, diſtin— 
guiſhed by the name of Chapetones, are the firſt in 
rank and power. From the jealous attention of 
the Spaniſh court to ſecure the dependence of the 
colonies, every department of conſequence is 
filled by perſons ſent from Europe ; and in order 
to prevent any of dubious fidelity from being em- 
ployed, each muſt bring proof of a clear deſcent 
from a family of O/d Chriſtians, untainted with any 


mixture of Jewiſh or Mahometan blood, and never 


Al 
l 
i 
i 
" 

4 


diſgraced by any cenſure of the inquiſition . In 
ſuch pure han s, power is deemed to be ſafely 
lodged, and almoſt every public function, from 
the viceroyalty downwards, is committed to them 
alone. Every perſon, who by his birth, or reſi- 
dence in America, may be ſuſpected of any at- 
tachment or intereſt adverſe to the mother-coun- 
try, is the object of diſtruſt to ſuch a degree, as 
amounts nearly to an excluſion from all offices of 
confidence or authority f. By this conſpicuous 
predilection of the court, the Chapetones are 
raiſed to ſuch a pre- eminence in America, that they 
look down with diſdain on every other order of 


men. 
| Tar 


* Recop. lib. ix. tit. xxv1. I. 15, 16. 
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Tux character and ſtate of the Creoles, or de-BOOK 
ſcendants of Europeans ſettled in America, the VIII. 


ſecond claſs of ſubjects in the Bpaniſh colonies, 


—— — 


has enabled the Chapetones to acquire other ad- creelds the 


vantages, hardly leſs conſiderablè than thoſe which 
they derive from the partial favopr of government. 
Though ſome of the Creolian race are deſcended 
from the conquerors of the New World ; though 
others can trace up their pedigree to the nobleſt 
families in Spain; though many are poſſeſſed of 
ample fortunes, yet, by the enervating influence 
of a ſultry climate, by the rigour of a jealous go- 
verament, and by their deſpair of attaining that 
diſtinction to which mankind naturally aſpire, 
the vigour of their minds is ſo entirely broken, 
that a great part of them waſte life in luxurious in- 
dulgences, mingled with an illiberal ſuperſtition 
ſtill more debaſing. Languid and uninterprizing, 
the operations of an active extended commerce 
would be to them ſo cumberſome and oppreſſive, 
that in almoſt every part of America they decline 
engaging in it. The interior traffic of every co- 
lony, as well as its trade with the neighbouring 
provinces, and with Spain itſelf, are carried on 
chiefly by the Chapetones “; who, as the recom- 
pence of their induſtry, amaſs immenſe wealth, 
while the Creoles, funk in ſloth, are ſatisfied with 
the revenues of their paternal cſtates. 


FroM this ſtated competition for power and givatgip = 
wealth, between thoſe two orders of citizens, and 2 


the various paſſions excited by a rivalſhip ſo inte- 
reſting, their hatred is violent and implacable. 
On every occaſion, ſymptoms of this averſion 
break out, and the common appellations which 
each beſtows on the other, are as contemptuous as 


thoſe 


* Voy. de Ulloa, I. 27, 251. Voy. de Frezier, 227. 
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wealth, which might have nouriſhed and given 
vigour to productive labour in growing colonies. 

rious or- BUT ſo fertile and inviting are the regions of 
zol America, which the Spaniards have occupied, 
Jonies. that notwithſtanding all the circumſtances which 
have checked and retarded population, it has gra- 
dually increaſed, and filled the colonies of Spain 
with citizens of various orders: Among theſe, 
„ Spaniards, who arrive from Europe, diſtin— 
firſt. guiſhed by the name of Chapetones, are the firſt in 
rank and power. From the jealous attention of 
the Spaniſh court to ſecure the dependence of the 
colonies, every department of conſequence 1s 
filled by perſons ſent from Europe ; and in order 
to prevent any of dubious fidelity from being em- 
ployed, each muſt bring proof of a clear deſcent 
from a family of Old Chriſtzans, untainted with any 
mixture of jewiſh or Mahometan blood, and never 
diſgraced by any cenſure of the inquiſition . In 
ſuch pure han s, power is deemed to be ſafely 
lodged, and almoſt every public function, from 
the viceroyalty downwards, is committed to them 
alone. Every perſon, who by his birth, or reſi- 
dence in America, may be ſuſpected of any at- 
tachment or intereſt adverſe to the mother-coun- 
try, is the object of diſtruſt to ſuch a degree, as 
amounts nearly to an excluſion from all offices of 
confidence or authority f. By this conſpicuous 
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Tus character and ſtate of the Creoles, or de- B O OR 
ſcendants of Europeans ſettled in America, the VIII. 
ſecond claſs of ſubjects in the Bpaniſh colonies, —v— 
has enabled the Chapetones to acquire other ad- Sela the 


vantages, hardly leſs conſiderable than thoſe which 


they derive from the partial favour of government. 
Though ſome of the Creolian race are deſcended 
from the conquerors of the New World ; though 
others can trace up their pedigree to the nobleſt 
families in Spain; though many are poſſeſſed of 
ample fortunes, yet, by the enervating influence 
of a ſultry climate, by the rigour of a jealous go- 
verament, and by their deſpair of attaining that 
diſtinction to which mankind naturally aſpire, 
the vigour of their minds is ſo entirely broken, 
that a great part of them waſte life in luxurious in- 
dulgences, mingled with an illiberal ſuperſtition 
ſill more debaſing. Languid and uninterprizing, 
the operations of an active extended commerce 
would be to them ſo cumberſome and oppreſſive, 
that in almoſt every part of America they decline 
engaging in it. The interior trafhe of every co- 
lony, as well as its trade with the neighbouring 
provinces, and with Spain itſelf, are carried on 
chiefly by the Chapetones “; who, as the recom- 
pence of their induſtry, amaſs immenſe wealth, 
while the Creoles, ſunk in floth, are ſatisfied with 
the revenues of their paternal cſtates. 

From this ſtated competition for power and Rivalſhip | 
wealth, between thoſe two orders of citizens, and 1 
the various paſſions excited by a rivalſhip ſo inte- 
reſting, their hatred is violent and implacable. 
On every occaſion, ſymptoms of this averſion 
break out, and the common appellations which 
each beſtows on the other, are as contemptuous as 


thoſe 


* Voy. de Ulloa, I. 27, 251. Voy. de Freier, 227. 
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BOOK thoſe which flow from the moſt deep-rooted na- 
VIII. tional antipathy *. The court of Spain, from à 
D reſmement of diſtruſtful policy, cheriſhes thoſe 
ſeeds of diſcord, and foments this mutual jealouſy, 
which not only prevents the two moſt powerful 
elaſſes of its ſubjects in the New World from com- 
bining againſt the parent ſtate, but prompts each 
with the moſt vigilant zeal, to obſerve the motions 

* and to counteract the ſchemes of the other. 
 Amixed Tax third claſs of inhabitants in the Spaniſh co- 
the third or- lonies is a mixed race, the offspring either of an 
cer ofci- European and a negroe, or of an European and 
Indian, the former called Mulattoes, the latter 
Meſtizos. As the court of Spain, ſolicitous to in- 
corporate its new vaſſals with its ancient ſubjects, 
early eneouraged the Spaniards ſettled in America 
to marry the natives of that country, ſeveral alli- 
ances of this kind were formed in their infant co- 
lonies f. But it has been more owing to licentious 
„indulgenee, than to compliance with this injunc- 
tion of their ſovereigns, that this mixed breed has 
multiplied ſo greatly, as to conſtitute a confiderable 
Part of the population in all the Spaniſh ſettlements. 
The ſeveral ſtages of deſcent in this race, and the 
-gradual variations of ſhade until the African black, 
or-the copper-colour of America, brighten into an 
European complexion, are accurately marked by 
the Spaniards, and each diſtinguiſhed by a pecu- 
lar name. 'Thoſe of the firſt generation are now 
conſidered and treated as Indians and negroes ; 
but in the third deſcent, the characteriſtic hue of 
the former diſappears; and in the fifth, the deeper 
tint of the latter is ſo entirely effaced, that they can 


no longer be diſtinguiſhed from Europeans, and are 
entitled 


* Gage's Survey, p. 9. Frezier, 226. : 
+ Recopil. lib. vi. tit. i. I. 2. Herrera, dec. i. lib. v. c. 12. 
Dec. iii. lib. vii. c. 2. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 359 


entitled to all their privileges *. It is chiefly by BOGR 

this mixed race, whoſe frame is remarkably. robuſt VIII. 

and hardy, that the.mechanic arts are carried on 
aud other active functions in ſociety are diſcharged, 

which the two higher claſſes of citizens, from 

pride, or from indolence, diſdain to exerciſe}. 

Tur negroes hold the fourth rank among the gg ene 
inhabitants of the Spaniſh colonies. The intro- Burtherder. 
duction of that unhappy part of the human ſpecies _ 
into America, together with their ſervices and ſuf- 
4eriugs there, ſhail be fully explained in another 
place; here they are mentioned chiefly, in order 
to point out a peculiarity in their ſituation under 
the Spaniſh dominion. In ſeveral of their ſettle- 
ments, particularly in New Spain, negroes are 
chiefly employed in domeſtie ſervice. They form 

a principal part in the trais of luxury, and are che- 

; riſked and careſſed by their ſuperiors, to who 

; vanity and plcaſures they are equally ſubſervient. 

; Their dreſs and appearance is hardly leſs ſplendid 

, thau that of their maſters, whole manners they imi- 
tate and whoſc paſſions they imbibe 1. Elevated 
by this diſtinction, they have aſſumed ſuch a tone 


e 
: of ſuperiority over the Indians, and treat them 
i with ſuch inlolence and ſeorn, that the antipathy 
v between the two races has become implacable. 
* Even in Peru, where negroes are more numerous, 
* and employed in field-work, as well as domeſtic 


: lervice, they maintain their afcendant over the In- 
pf * dians, and their mutual hatred ſubfiſts with equal 
er violence. The laws have induſtriouſſy fomented 
n this averſion, to which accident gave riſe, and by 
re moſt rigorous injundtions, have endeavoured to 
d Vor. II. n prevent 


* Voy. de Ulloa, i. p. 27. + Ibid. p. 29. Voy. de 
2. Bouguer, p. 101. Meleudez. Teforos, Verdaderos, 1. 354 
1 Gage, p. 56. Voy. de Ulloa, 1. 451. 1 
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| 300 K prevent every intercourſe that might form a bond 6f 

83 - union between the two races. Thus, by an artful 

> policy, the Spaniards derive ſtrength from that 

which is the weakneſs of other European colonies, 

and have ſecured as aſſociates and defenders, thoſe 

very perſons who elſe where are objects of jealouſy 
and terror. s. | 

S Indians form the laſt, and the moſt de- 

order of citi· preſſed order of men in that country, which be- 

zens. longed to their anceſtors. -I have already traced 

the progreſs of the Spaniſh ideas with reſpect to 

the condition and treatment of that people, and 

' have mentioned the moſt important of their more 

2 regulations, concerning a matter of ſo much 

con ſequence in the adminiſtration of their new do- 

-minions. But fince that period to which I have 

brought down the hiſtory of Ameriea, the infor- 

mation and experience acquired during two cen- 

turies, have enabled the court of Spain to make 

ſuch improvements in this part of its American 

ſyſtem, that a ſhort view of the prefent condition 

of the Indians may prove both curious and inte- 

reſting. _ * f 

Their pevs | Br the famous regulations of Charles V. in 1542, 

tion, which have been ſo often mentioned, the high pre- 

tenſions of the conquerors of the New World, who 

conſidered its inhabitants as ſlaves, to whoſe ſervice 

they had acquired a full right of property, were 

finally abrogated. From that period, the Indians 

| have been reputed freemen, and entitled to the 

privileges of ſubjecdts. When admitted into this 

rank, it was deemed juſt, that they ſhould contri- 

bute towards the ſupport and 'improvement of the 


ſociety, which had adopted them as . 
| ut 


„ Recopil. lib. vii. tit. v. I. 7. Herrera, dec. viii. lib. vil 
c. 13, Frezier, 244. 3 
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But as no conſiderable benefit could be expected g; O O R 
from the voluntary efforts of men, unacquainted VIII. 
with regular induſtry, and averſe to labour, the 
court of Spain found it neeeſſary to fix and ſecure, | 
by proper regulations, what it thought reaſonable 

to exact from them. With this vicw, an annual Tax impoſe 
tax was impoſed upon every male, from the age of ** 22m 
eighteen to fifty; and, at the ſame time, the nature | 
as well as extent of the ſervices which they might 
-be required to perform, were aſcertained with pre- 
cifion: This tribute varies in diffgrcat provinces, 
but if we take that paid in New Spain as a medium, 
its annual amount is nearly four ſhillings a head, 
no exorbitant ſum in countries where, as at the 
ſource of wealth, the value of moncy 1s extremely 
Jow*. The right of levying it likewiſe varies. 
In America, every Indian is either an immediate 
vaſſal of the crown, or depends upon ſome ſubject 
to whom the diſtrict, in which he reſides, has been 
granted for a limited time, under the denomina- 
tion of encomienda. In the former caſe, about three- 
fourths of the tax are paid into the royal treaſury ; 
in the latter, the ſame proportion of it belongs to 
the holder of the grant. When Spain firſt took 
poſſeſſion of America, the greater part of it was 
parcelled out among its conquerors, or thoſe who 
firſt ſettled there, and but a ſmall portion reſerved 
for the crown. As thoſe grants which were made 
for two lives only f, reverted ſucceſſively to the ſo- 
vereign, he had it in his power either to diffuſe his 
favours by grants to pew proprictors, or to aug- 
ment his own revenue by valuable annexzations}. 
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See NOTE LXXIX. Recopil. lib. vi. tit. v. I. 42. 
Hackluyt, vol. iii. p. 461. + Recopil. lib. vi. tit. viii. 
1. 48. Solorz. de Ind. jure, lib. ii. c. 16. 

$ See NOTE ON ES 
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OR Of theſe, the latter has been frequently choſen: 


the number of Indians now depending immediate- 


iy on the crown, is much greater than in the firſt 


age after the conqueſt, and this branch of the royal 
revenue continues to extend. | 


* 


The ſervices The benefit ariſing from the ſervices of the In- 


dians accrues either to the crown, or to the 
holder of the encomienda, according to the ſame 
rule obſerved in the payment of tribute. Thoſe 
ſervices, however, which can now be legally ex- 
acted, are very different from the ſervile taſks 
originally impoſed upon the Indians. The na- 
ture of the work which they muſt perform is de- 
fined, and an equitable recompence is granted for 
their labour. The ſtated ſervices demanded of the 
Indians, may be divided into two branches. 
They are either employed in works of prima 
neceflity, without which ſociety eannot ſubſiſt 
comfortably, or are compelled to labour in the 
mines, from which the Spaniſh colonies derive 
their chief value and importance. In conſe- 
N of the former, _ are obliged to aſſiſt in 
the culture of maize, and other grain of neceſ- 
fary conſumption ; in tending cattle, in erecting 
edifices of public utility, in building bridges, 
and in forming high roads f; but they cannot 
be conſtrained to labour in raiſing vines, olives, 
and fugar-canes, or any ſpeeies of cultivation, 
Which has for its object the gratification of lux- 
ury, or commercial profit I. In conſequence of 
the latter, the Indians are compelled to undertake 
the more unpleafant taſk, of extracting ore from 
the bowels of the earth, and of refining it by 
ſucceſſive 


; 7 Recopil. lib. vi. tit. xiii. 1. 19. Solorz. de Ind. jure, ii. 
b. 1. c. 6, 7.9. tf Recopil. hb, vi. tit. xiii. c. I. 8. Solorz. 
en \ 


HISTORY: OF AMERICA; 373 


ſuceeſſive proceſſes, no leſs unwholeſome than B K | 
operoſe “. VIII 4 

Tu mode of nating both theſe ſervices is X = 
the ſame, and is under regulations framed with a W | 
view of rendering it as little oppreſſive as poſſible thoſe. 
to the Indians. They are called out alternately 
in diviſions, termed Mitas, and no perſon can be 
compelled to go but in his turn. In Peru, the 
number called out muſt not exceed the ſeventh part 
of the inhabitants in any diſtrict f. In New Spain 
where the Indians are more numerous, it is red 
at four in the hundred 1. During what time the 
Jabour of thoſe Indians, who are employed in agri- 
culture, continues, I have not been able to learn 5. 

But in Peru, each Mita, or divifion, deſtined. for 
the mines, remains there ſix months; and while 
engaged in this ſervice, a labourer never receives 
leſs than two ſhillings a day, and often earns more 
than double that ſum ||. No Indian reſiding at a 
greater diſtance than thirty miles from a mine, is 

included in the Mita, or diviſion emplo ed in 
KP it J; nor are the inhabitants of the low 
country expoſed to certain deſtruction, by com- 
pelling them to remove from that warm climate, to 
the cold elevated regions where minerals abound$$, 

Tun Indians who live in the principal tawns, How ge- 
are entirely ſubject to the Spaniſh laws and magiſ. veroed. 
trates; but in their own villages, they are governed 

by Caziques, ſome of whom' are the deſcendants 
of their ancient lords, others are named by the 
Spaniſh viceroys. Theſe regulate the petty at- 
fairs of the people under them, according -to 


maxims 


* See NOTE LXXXI. + Reeopil. Rb. vi. tit. xi. J. 21. 
1 Tbid. 1. 22. b See NOTE LXXXIL = 
|| Ulloa Entreten. 265, 266. il. lib. vi. tit. an. l 3 


9 Thid. J. + 39, and th i. J. ** NOTE 8 
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7 0 8 k maxims of juſtice tranſmitted to them by tradition 


from their anceſtors. Lo the Indians, this juriſ- 


— diction, lodged in ſuch 1 hands, affords 


ſome conſolation ; and fo little formidable is this 
dignity to their new maſters, that they often allow 
it to deſcend by hereditary right“. For the far- 
ther relief of men ſo much expoſed to oppreſſion, 


the Spaniſh court has appointed an officer in every 


diſtri, with the title of Protector of the Indians. 
It is his ſunction, as the name implies, to allert the 
rights of the Indians, to appear in their defence 
in the courts of juſtice; and by the interpoſition 
of his authority, to ſet bounds to the encroach- 
ments and exactions of his countrymen f. A cer- 
tain portion of the reſerved fourth of the annual 
tribute, is deſtined for the ſalary of the caziqucs 
and protectors, another is applied to the mainte, 
nanee of the clergy employed in the inſtruction of 
the Indians 1. Another part ſcems to be appro- 
priated for their ſupport, and the payment of their 
tribute in years of famine, or when a particular 
diſtrict is aſſected by any extraordinary calamity 5. 
Beſides this, proviſion is made by various laws, 
that hoſpitals ſhall be founded in every new ſet- 
tlement for the reception of Indians. Such hoſ. 
pitals have accordingly been erected, both for the 
indigent and infirm” in Lima, in Cuzco, and in 
Mexico, where the Indiang are treated with ten · 
derneſs and humanity. 
 Sverdis the great 2 of Wade ens and 
oy by which the Indians are now governed 
in the provinces belonging to Spain. In thoſe 

regulations 


. * Solorz. de jure Ind. lib. i. c. 26. Recopil. lib. vi. tit. vii. 
7 Solorz. lib. i. c. 27. p. 201. Recopil. lib. vi tit. vi. 
1 Recopil. lib. vi. tit. v. I. 30. Tit. xvi. 1. 12—1 5. 
- $ Recopil, lib. vi. tit. iy. 1. 1 3 {, Recgpil, lib. i. tit. iv. 
L 1, &. © Voy. de Ulloa, i. 429. 509. Churchill, iv. 496. 
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regulations of the Spaniſh monarchs, we diſcoverBOOK 
po traces of that cruel ſyſtem of extermination, VIII. 
which they have been charged with adopting ; and F< 
if we admit, that the neceſſity of ſecuring ſubfiſt- | 
ance for their colonies, or the advantages derived 
from working the mines, give them a right to avail 
themſelves of the labour of the Indians, we muſt 
allow, that the attention with which they regulate 
and recompenſe that labour, is provident and ſa- 
gacious. In no code of laws is greater ſolicitude 
diſplayed, or precautions multiplied with more. 
oncern for the preſervation, the ſecurity, and the 
1 of the ſubjeR, than we diſcover in the 
collection of the Spaniſh laws for the Indies. But 
thoſe latter regulations, like the more early edits 
which have been already mentioned, have too of- 
ten proved ineffectual remedies againſt the evils 
which they were intended to prevent. In every 
age, if the ſame cauſes continue to operate, the 
ſame effects muſt follow, From the immenſe dif. 
tance between the power entruſted with the execu- 
tion of laws, and that by whoſe authority they are 
enacted, the vigour even af the moſt abſolute go- 
vernment mult relax, and the dread of a. ſuperior 
too remote to obſerye with'accuracy, or to puniſh 
with diſpatch, muſt inſenſibly abate, Notwith- 
ſtanding the numerous injunctions of the Spaniſh 
monarchs, the Indians ſtill ſuffer, on many gcca-+ 
ſions, both from the avarice af individuals, and 
from the exaQtions of the magiſtrates, who ought 
to have protected them, unreaſonable taſks are 
impoſed; the term of their labour is pralonged, 
and they groan under all the infults and wrongs 
which are the lot of a dependent people“. From 
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ſome information on which I can depend, ſuch op 
preſhon abounds more in Peru, than in any 2 
d a . colony. | 


«6. 4 . 33 


* See NOTE LXXXIV, 
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Br general. Kecerdittg to the 


accounts; even of thoſe atthors who ate moſt ex- 


| * poſed to exaggerate the ſufflerings of the Indrans, 


they, in ſeveral provinces, enjoy not only caſe, 
but affluence; they poſſeſs large farms; they are 
taafters of numerous herds- and flocks; and, by 
the knowledge which they have acquired of Europe- 
an arts and induſtry, are ſupplied not only with 
the neceffaries, but with many luxuries of Hfe “. 


Ecdeſiati- © AFTER explaining the form of eivil policy in 
Sache the Spaniſh colonies, and the ſtate of the various 


colonics, Orders of perfons fubje& to it, the pecuharittes in 
their ecoleſiaſtieal eonſtitution merit confideration. 
Notwithſtanding the ſuperſtirious veneration with 
which Spaniards are devoted to the Holy See, the 
vigilant and jealous policy of Ferdinand carly 
prompted him to take precautions againſt the iu- 
troduction of the papal dominiou into America. 
Reſtraints With this view he ſolicited Alexander VI. for a 
— cx grant of the tythes in all the newly-difcovered 


juriſdiction. 
g countries , which he obtained on condition of his 
making proviſion for the religious inſtruction of 

the natives. Soon after, Julius II. conferred on 

him the right of patronage, and abſolute diſpoſal 

of all ceclefſiaſticeal benoßces there f. Both theſe 
pontiffs, unacquainted with the value of what he 
demanded, beſtowed thoſe - derattons with an 
inconfiderate liberality, whieh their fueceſſors 

have often. lamented, and wiſhed to retall. In 
conſequence of - thoſe grants, the Spaniſh mo- 

Barchs. have- become; in eſſect, the heads of the 
American church. In them the adminiſtration of 

is revenues is veſted, Their nominatton of per- 

ſons to fupply vacant benefices is — — 
e ; CY OS oh Foe v7 cx pe SD firmed 


3 N Survey, p. $5. 90. 104. ng &e. _ + Bulla Alex. 
VI. A. D. 1501, ap. Solorz. de jure Ind. ii. p. 498. | Bulla 
Juli, ii. 1508. Ibid: eg e 8 
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ermed by the pope. Phas, in alt Spamiſh Kme- B GK 
rica, authority of every ſpeeies centres in the VIII. 
crown. There no colftſieh is known betweeti 47 
fpiritual -and temporal juriſdiction. The king is 
the only ſoperior, his name alone is heard, and 

tio dependence upon any foreign power has been 
wrroduced; Papal bulls eannot be admitted into 
America, nor are they of any force there, until 

they have been previouſly examined, and approv- 

et of by the royal council of the Indies “; and if 

ay bull ſhould be ſurreptitiouſly introduced, and 
circulated in Ameriea without obtaining that ap- 
probation, ecclefiaſtics are required net only to 
prevent it from taking effect, but to feige all the 

copies of it, and trau ftnit them to che contictl of 


the Indies f. To this limitation of the papal jurif- 


dition, equally ſingular, Whether we conſider the 

age and nation in which it was deviſed, or the jea- 

lous attention with which Ferdinand and his ſue- 

eeſſors have ſtudied ro maintain it im full force], 

Spain is indebted, in a great meaſure, for the uni- 

form tranquillity Whieh has reigned in her Ameri- 

can domimons. © © * 947 E ds | 
Tux hierarchy is eſt#bHfhed in America in the rem 
fame form as in Spain, with its full train of arch- Tone 
biſhops, biſkeps, - deans, - and other dignitaries: church in 
The inferior elergy are-divided into three claſſes, fen 
under the denomination of Curas, Dochrineros, attd l 
Miffioneros. The firſt are pariſh-priefts in thoſe 

parts of the country where the Spantards have 

tettled. The ſecond have the charge of ſuch dif- 
trias/as are inhabited by Indians, Avjetted to the 
Spanift government, and living under its protec- 

tion. The third are employed in converting and 


* Recopil. lib. i. tit. ix. I. 2. and Autas del Conſejo de las 


Indias, clxi. + Recop. lib. i. tit. vii. 55. 4 Recop. 


bb. i. paſſim, 
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BO 9 inſtructing thoſe fiercer tribes, which diſdain ſub, 

VIII. miſſion to the Spaniſn yoke, and liye in remote or 

TY inacceſhble regions, to which the Spaniſh arms 

have not penetrated. So numerous are the eccle- 

fiaſtics of all thoſe various orders, and fach the 

| profuſe liberality with which many of them are 

endowed, that the revenues af the church in Ame- 

| rica are immenſe. The ſuperſtition of Rome ap- 

" pears with its utmoſt pomp in the New World. 

Churches and convents there are magnificent and 

| richly adorned; and on high feſtivals, the diſplay 

| of gold and ſilver, and precious ſtones, is ſuch as 

| exceeds the conception of an European *. An ec- 

cleftaſtical eſtabliſhment ſo ſpleadid aud expenſive, 

is unfayourable, as has been formerly obſerved, to 

the progreſs of rifing colonies; but in countries 

| Where riches abound, and the people are ſo. de- 

lighted with parade, that religion muſt aſſume it 

in order to attract their veneration, this propenſity 

to oſtentation has been indulged, and becomes leſs 
ernicious. 1 | 

Perniciounn IHE early inſtitution of monaſteries in the Spa- 

_— niſh colonies, and the inconſiderate zeal in multi- 

inſtitutions. Plying them, have been attended with conſe- 

quences more fatal. In every new ſettlement the 

firſt object is to encourage population, and to in- 

cite every citizen to contribute towards augment- 

ing the ſtrength and number of the community. 

During the youth and vigour of ſociety, while 

there is room to ſpread, and ſuſtenance is procured 

with facility, mankind increaſe with amazing ra- 

pidity. But the Spaniards had hardly taken poſ- 

ſeſſion of America, when, with a moſt prepoſte- 

rous policy, they began to erect convents where 

rſons of both ſexes were ſhut up, under a vow 

to defeat the purpoſes of nature, and to ea 

tne 


 Y Voy. de Ulloa, i. 430. 
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the firſt of her laws. Influenced by a mifguided Boo R 
piety, which aſcribes tranſcendent merit to a ſtate VIII. 
of celibacy, or allured by the. proſpe& of that 
lifleſs eaſe, which, in ſultry climes, is deemed 
ſupreme felicity, numbers crowd into thoſęe man- 

ſions of ſloth and ſuperſtition, and 78 loſt to ſoci- 


ety. As none but perſons of Spaniſh extract are 

e into the monaſteries of the New World, 

the evil is more ſenſibly felt, and every monk or 

pun, may be conſidered as an active member with- 

drawn from civil life. The impropriety of ſuch 

foundations in any fituation, where the extent of 

territory requires additional hands to improve it, 

is ſo obvious, that ſome catholic ſtates have ex- 

preſsly prohibited any perſon in their colonies 

from taking the monaſtic vows *, Even the Spa- 

'niſh monarchs, on ſame occaſions, ſeem to have 

been alarmed with the ſpreading of a ſpirit ſo ad- 

verſe to the increaſe and proſperity of their colo- 

nies, that they have endeavoured to check it f. But 

the Spaniards in America, more thoroughly under 

the influence of ſuperſtition than their country men 

in Europe, and directed by eccleſiaſtics more bi- 

goted and illiterate, have conceived ſuch an high 

opinion of monaſtic ſanity, that no regulations 

can reſtrain their zeal ; =o by the exceſs of their 

ill-judged bounty, religious houſes have multiplied 

to a degree no leſg amazing than pernicious to ſo- 

ciety }. | 2 

In viewing tbe ſtate of colonies, where the num- Character at 

ber and influence of ecclefiaſticg is ſo great, the — 

character of this powerful body is an object that America. 

merits particular attention. A confiderable part 

of the ſecular elergy in Mexico and Peru are na- 
tives 


V Voy. de Ulloa, ii. 124. + Herrera, dec. v. lib. ix. 
b. 1, 2. Recop. lib. i. tit. iii. I. 1, 2. Tit. iv. c. 2. Solors, 


lib. iii. e233 1 See NOTE LXXXV. 
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#0.0/Xtives of Spin." As perſons accuſtomed by their 
II. education to the retirement and indolence of aca. 
demic life, are more incapable of active enter- 
prize, and leſs diſpoſed to ſtrike into new paths, 

than any order of men, the eccleſiaſtical adven- 

turers by whom the American church is recruited, 

are commonly ſuch as, from merit or rank in life, 

have little proſpect of fucceſs in their own coun- 

of the ſecu- y. Accordingly, the fecular prieſts in the New 
Jars 5 World are ftill leſs diſtinguiſhed than their bre- 
thren in Spain, far literary accompliſhments of 
any ſpecies; and though, by the ample proviſion 

Which has been made for the American church, 

many of its members enjoy that eaſe and inde- 

ence, which is favourable to the cultivation 

of ference ; the body of fecular clergy has hardly, 

during two centuries and a half, produced one 

author whoſe works convey ſuch uſeful informa- 

tion, or poſſeſs fuch' à degree of merit, as to be 

ranked among thoſe which attract the attention of 
enlightened nations. But the greateſt part of the 
&cclefiaſtics in the Spaniſh ſettlements are regulars. 


of the regu- On the diſcovery of Ameriea, a new field opened 


las.” to the pious zeal of the monaſtic orders; and, with 
24 becoming #lactity, they immediately ſent forth 
mifftonaries td laboùr in it. The firſt attempt to 
inſtru and convert the Americans, was made by 
monks; and, as ſoon as the conqueſt of any pro- 
vince was completed, and its, eccleſiaſtical eſta- 
blimment began to aſſume ſome form, the popes, 
as à reward of their fervice, permitted the miſſion- 
aries of the four mendicant orders, to accept of 
parochial charges in America, to perform all ſpi- 
ritual functions, and to receive the tythes, and 
other emoluments of the benefice, without depend- 
ing on the juriſdiQion of the biſhop of the dioceſe, 
or being ſubjc to his cenſures. In confequence 


of this, a new career of uſefulneſs, as well as ne, 


objects 


objects of ambition prefented themſelves. When BOE 
ever a call is made for a frets OPER of niifſiona; VIII. 


ries, men of the moſt daring and aſpiring minds, "TV 
impatient under the reſtraint of a, cloiſter, weary 
of its inſipid unitormity, and fatigued. with the 
irk ſome repetition of its frivolous functions, offer 
their ſervice with eagernefs, and repair to the New 
World in queſt of liberty and diftinAion: No 
do they purlue them without ſucceſs; The highe 
eccleſiaſtical honours and tnoſt Jucrative ptefet- 
ments in Mexico and Peru, are often in the hands 
of regulars ; and to them chicfly the Americans 
arc indebted for any portion of ſcience that is cul- 
tivated among them: They are almoſt the only 
Spaniſh ecclefiaſtics, from whom we have rs. 
accounts either of the civil or natural hiſtory of the 
various provinces in America, Some of them, 
though deeply tinged with the indelible ſuperſtition 
of their profeſſion, have publiſhed books which 
give a favourable idea of their abilities. The na- 
tural and moral hiſtory of the New World, by the 
jeſuit Acoſta, contains more accurate obſervations, 
perhaps, and more ſound ſcience, than are to be 
ound in any deſcription of remote countries pub- 
liſhed in the ſixteenth century. 

Bur the ſame diſguſt with monaſtic life, to Didolute 
which America is indebted for ſome inſtructors of manners 
worth and abilities, filled it with others of a very dem. 
different character. The giddy, the profligate, the 
avaricious, to whom the poverty and rigid diſei- 
pline of a convent are intolerable, conſider a miſ- 
tion to America as a releaſe from mortifieation and 
bondage. There they ſoon obtain ſome pargebial 
charge, and, far removed, by their ſituation, from 
the iuſpection of their monaſtic ſuperiors, and ex- 
empt, by their character, from the quriſdiction of 
their dioceſan *, they are hardly ſubject to 0 

controul. 


* Avenando Theſ. Indic. i. 283. 
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382 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
B O O k controul. According to the teſtimony of the moſt 
VIII. zealous catholics, many of the regular clergy in 
the Spaniſh ſettlements, are not only deſtitute of 
the virtues becoming their profeſſion, but regard. 
leſs of that external decorum and reſpect for the 
opinion of mankind, which preſerve a ſemblance 
of worth, where the reality is wanting: Secure of 
inipunity, fome regulars, 1n contempt of their vow 
of poverty, engage openly in commeree; and ate 
ſo rapaciouſly eager in amaſſing wealth; that they 
become the moſt grievous oppreſſors of the Indi. 
ans, whom it was their duty to have protcRed, 
Others, with no leſs flagrant violation of their voy 
of chaſtity, mdulge with little diſguiſe in the moſt 
diſſolute licentiouſneſs *. 
Vax1ovs ſchemes have been propoſed for re: 
dreſſing enormities ſo manifeſt and offenſive. Se- 
yeral perſons no leſs eminent for piety than dil. 
cerninent, have contended, that the regulars, in 
conformity to the canons of the church, ought to 
be confſined within the walls of their cloiſters, and 
ſhould no longer be permitted to encroach on the 
functions of the ſecular clergy. Some public-ſpi- 
rited magiſtrates, from ene on of its being ne- 
ceſſary to deprive the regulars of a privilege be. 
ſtowed at firſt with good intention, but of which 
time and experience had diſcovered the pernicious 
effects, openly countenanced the ſecular clergy in 
their attempts to aſſert their own rights. The 
1616. Prince D'Eſquilache, viceroy of Peru under Philip 
III. took meaſures ſo decifive and effeQual for ci!- 
cumſcribing the regulars within their proper ſphere, 
as truck them with general conſternation f. They 
had recourſe to their uſual arts. They alarmed 
the ſuperſtitious, by repreſenting the proceedings 
of the viceroy as innovations fatal to religns 
| er 


® See NOTE LXXXVI. + See NOTE LXXXVIL 
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order to gain perſons in power; and heondedby the 


384 
They employed all the refinements of intrigue, in B; OO E 


VILL 


powerful influence of the Jeſuits, who enjoyed all TV 


the privileges which belonged to the Mendicant 
orders in America, they made a deep impreſſion 
on a bigoted prince, and a weak miniſtry. The 
ancient practice was toletated: The abuſes which 
it oecaftoned continued to increaſe, and the cor- 
ruption of Monks, exempt from the feſtfaints of 
diſcipline, and the inſpection of any ſuperior, be- 
came a diſgrace to religion. At laſt, as the vene- 
ration of the Spaniards for the monaſtic orders 
began to abate, and the power of the Jeſuits was 


upon the decline, Ferdinand VI. ventured to ap- 


ply the only effectual remedy, by iſſuing an edit 
prohibiting regulars of every denomination from 
taking the charge of any pariſh with the cure of 
ſouls; and declaring, that on the demiſe of the 
reſent incumbents, none but ſecular prieſts, ſub- 
ject to the juriſdiction of their dioceſans, ſhall be 
5 to vacant benefices “. If this regulation 
is carried into execution with ſteadineſs, in any 
degree proportional to the wiſdom with which it 
is framed, a very conſiderable reformation _ 
take place in the eccleſiaſtical ſtate of Spani 
America, and the ſecular clergy may gradually 
become a reſpectable body of men. The deport- 
ment of many eccleſiaſtics, even at preſent, ſeems 


to be decent and exemplary, otherwiſe they would 
not be held in ſuch high eſtimation, and poſſeſs. 


ſuch a wonderful 'aſcendaut over the minds of 


their countrymen, throughout all the Spaniſh ſet- 


tlements. 


June 21d. 


1757. 


Bur whatever merit the Spaniſh eccleſiaſtics in — 5. 
America may poſſeſs, the ſueceſs of their endea- verting the 


* Real Cedula MS. penes me. - 


I 
3; 4 


nis roxy QF. AMERICA. 


Q K yours in communicating the kowledge of true re. 
H. ligion to the Indians has been more imperfect than 


might have been expected, either from the degree 
of their zeal, or from the dominjon which they 
had acquired over that people, For this various 
reaſons ae Ihe firſt miſſionarics, in 
their ardour to make proſely tes, admitted the pco- 
ple of America into the chriſtian church, without 
previous. inſtruction in the doctrines of religion, 
and even before they themſelves had acquired ſuch 


| knowledge of their language, as to be able to ex- 
plain to them the myſleries of faith, or the pre- 


epts of 57 Reſtipg upon a ſubtle diſtinction 
in ſcholaſtic theplogy, they adopted this ſtrange 
practice no leſs inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of a 
religion, which addreſſes itſelf to the underſtand- 
ing of men, than repugnant to the dictates of rea- 
fon. As ſoon as any body of people, overawed 
by dread of the Spaniſh power, moved by the ex- 
aipple of their own chiefs, incited by levity, or 
yielding from mere ignorance, expreſſed the flight- 
eft defire of embracing the religion of their con- 
guerors, they were inſtantly baptized. While this 
rage of converſion continued, a fingle clergyman 
baptized in one day above five thouſand Mexicans, 
and did not deſiſt until he was ſo exhayſted by 
fatigue, that he was unable to lift his hands“. In 
the courſe of a few years, after the reduction of 
the Mexican empire, the ſacrament of baptiſm 
was adminiſtered to more than four millions f. 
Proſelytes adopted with ſuch inconſiderate haſte, 
and who were neither inſtructed in the nature 
of the tenets, to which it was ſuppoſed they had 


given aſſent, nor taught the abſurdity of thoſe 


which 


* P. Tortibio, MS. Torquem. Mon. Ind. lib. xvi. c. 6. 
+ P. Torribio, Ibid. Torquem. lib. xvi, c. 8. 
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which they were required to relinquiſh, retained B O OR 
their veneration for their ancient ſuperſtitious in VIII. 
full force, or mingled an attachment to its doc. rw 
trines and rites, with that ſlender knowledge of 
Chriſtianity which tbey acquired. Theſe ſenti- 
ments they tranſmitted to their poſterity, into 
whoſe minds they have ſunk ſo deep, that the 
Spaniſh eceleſiaſtics, with all their induſtry, have 
not been able to eradicate them, The religious 
inſtitutions of their anceſtors are ſtill remembered, 
and held in honour by the Indians, both in Mex- 
ico and Peru; and whenever they think themſelves 
out of reach of inſpection by the Spaniards, they 
aſſemble and celebrate their idolatrous rites s. 
Bor this is not the moſt un ſurmountable ob. 
ſtacle to the progreſs of Chriſtianity among the 
Indians. The powers of their uncultivated under- 
ſtandings are 27 limited, their obſervations and 
reflections reach ſo little beyond the mere objects 
of ſenſe, that they ſeem hardly to have the capacity 
of forming abſtraQ ideas, and poſſeſs not language 

to expreſs them. To ſuch men, the ſublime and 

| ſpiritual doctrines of Chriſtianity muſt be incom- 

| prehenfible, The numerous and ſplendid cere- 

monies of popiſh worſhip, as they catch the eye, 

pleaſe and intereſt them; but when their inſtfue- 

tors attempt to explain the articles of faith, with 


which thoſe external obſeryances are connected, 
though they "liſten with ee they ſo little 
conceive the meaning of what they hear, that their 


acquieſcence does not merit the name of belief. 

Their indifference is ſtill greater than their incapa- 

city. Attentive only to the preſent moment, and 

ingroſſed by the objects before them, the Indians 
ſo ſeldom reflect upon what is paſt, or take thought 

| | 
r Ce ” tor 


* Voy de Ulloa, i. 341. Torquem. lib. av. c. 23. Lib. Wiz 
5,28. Gage, 171. hs e EK TY 
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ger what is to "OE, that neither the promiſes nor 


threats of religion, make much impreſlion ypon 


ben; and while their foreſight rarely extends 1 


far as the next day, it is almoſt im poſſible to in; 
pire them with ſolicitude about the coygerps of 3 
une world. Aſtoniſhed equally at their Jownels 
af comprehenſion, and at their inſenßbjlitp, ſome 
of the early miſhanaries pronounced them anace of 
fo brutiſh, as to be ae e of 1 
Ing che firſt pripeiples of religion: A council beld 
at Lama, decreed, that on account of this incapa- 
FLY, they ought to be excluded. fram.the {ſacrament 
7 th ye 0 4 And though Paul III. by biz 
amous bull, iſſued in the ygar 1537, declared them 
to he rational creatures entitled io ail the privileges 
gf chriſtiansf ; yet, ater the laple- of two ceptu- 
ries, during which they have bg&p members af the 
church, ſo impertect are their attainments in kngwy 
ledge,. that very few. poſſe ſs ſuch a portion of ſpiri- 
wal fler tamen as to be deemed worthy of being 
admitted to the ho iy repffu ont, rom this wes 
their faksche, and imper tet nowledge 0 
keligien, when the zealof Philip II. eſtabliſhed the 
inquiſition in America! 10 the year 1570, the Indians 
were SAFER from the juriſdigtion of that ſevere 
Apen 3.2 pd ſtill go RY Sa vnder the jn ſpection 
f their mey (pus. ven a dau the moſt perfect iu- 
ruQien, their faith is beld to be feeble and Oh 
bioys ; and though ſame of them have been kaug 
the learned langhages, and haye gope t 55 15 K 
| Maia courſe of academic ecken en 9449 Ab. 
plauſe, their Hailty is ſtill ſo much fulpeRed, 2 
no Indian is either ordained 3 prisft, or keceixye 
uw BY en s . 


From 


a Torquem. lib. XVI. e. 20. I. Torquem. lib. xvi. c. 25. 
Garcia origen. 311. 1 Voy. de Ulloa, i. 344. 58 Recop. 
Ib. vi. ft. i. L 38. © {| Torquem, lib. Ali. 6, 13. See 
POTH 1 Lair. 1 e 
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aon the brief ſurvey, . fore iden may, be form- B00. 
ed of the interior ſtate 'of the Spaniſh, colonies. VII. 


. The various productions with which they ſupply 
and enrich the mother-country, and the ſyſtem of 


Tate extent, as bore any proportion to the parent 
ſtate, the progreſs of hex colonizing might have 
been attended with the fame benefit as that of other 
nations. But when, in leſs than half a century, 
her inconſiderate rapacity had ſeized on countries 
larger than all Europe, her inability to fill ſuch vaſt 
regions, Sik a number of inbabitants ſufficient 
for the cultivatiqn of them, was ſo obvious, as tp 
give a wrong direction to all the efforts of the calo- 
niſts. They did not form compaQ. ſettlements, 
where induſtry, gircumſcribed within limits, bath 
in its views and aperations, is conducted with that 
ſober perſevering ſpirit, which gradually convert 

whatever is 1p its poſſeſſion to its proper uſe, — 
deriyes from it the greateſt advantage. Inſtead of 
this, the Spaniards, ſeduced by the boundleſs 
proſpect which opened to them, vided their poſ- 
ſeſſions in America into governments of yaſt ęx - 
tent. As their number was too ſmall ta atterppt 
the regular culturę of the immenſe provigees which 
they occupied rather than peopled, they bent wh 


attention to a few objects, that allured them Wit 
hopes of ſudden and exorbitant gain, and turne 
zway with contewpt from the humbler paths of in- 
duſtry, which lead more flowly, but with greater 
5 i, ta wealth and increaſe of national 
treagth. 


Or all the methods by which riches may be a- Pran ner 
quired, that of ſearching for the precious metals . 


is one of the moſt inviting to men, who are either | 
unaccuſtomed to the 1. 5 albduity with vn 
rs 02 the 


productions 
ial 1 of the Spa» 
commercial intercourſe between them, come next nit cols- 


in order to be explained. If the dominions of *. 
Spain in the New World, had been of ſuch moge- 
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B oo x the culture of the earth, and the operations of coin. 
VIII. meree muſt be carried on, or ſo enterpriſing and 
| ' rapacious, as not to be ſatisfied with the gradual 

a returns of profit Which they yield. Accordingly, 
-- as ſoon as the ſeveral countries in America were 

ſabjecedto the dominion of Spain, this was almoſt 
the only method of acquiring wealth which occur- 
red to the adventurers, by whom they were - con- 
quered.. Such provinces of the-contincnt as did 
not allure them to ſettle, by the proſpect of their 
affording gold and ſilver, were total neglected. 

Thoſe, in which they met with 4 diſa 2 
of the ſanguine expectations the had formed, were 
abandoned. Even the value of the iſlands, the firſt 
Fruits of their diſcoveries, and the firſt object of 
their attention, ſunk ſo much in their eſtimation; 
When: the | mines which they had opened there 
were exhauſted, that they were deſerted by many 
of the planters, and left to be occupied by more 
induſtrious poſſeſſors. All crowded to Mexico and 
Peru, where the vaſt quantities of gold and filver 
found among the native, 'who fearched for them 
with little induſtry; and leſs Kill, promiſed an 
anexhauſted ſtore, -as the recompenec of more in- 
telligent and perſevering eſſorts. | 

Diſcovery of -' DURING: ſeveral years, the arJour of their. re- 

tok avid Sh ſearches was kept up by hope, rather than ſucceſs. 

cotecas. - + At length, the' rich ſilver mines of Potofi,'in Peru, 
were accidentally: diſcovered in the year 1545 

dy an Indian, gs he was clambering up the moun- 

tain, in purſuit of a Llama which had ſtrayed from 

his flock. Soon after the mines*of Sacotecas, in 
New Spain, little inferior to the other in value, 

| were opened. From that time, ſucceſſive diſcove- 

7 rics have been made | in both colonies, and filver 

| mines 


* Fernandez, p- i. lib. xi. c. 11. 
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tnines are now ſo numerous, that the working of BOOK 
them, and of ſome few mines of gold in the pro- VIIE - 
 vinces of Tirra Fierma, and the new kingdom of 


Granada, has become the capital occupation of the 


_ - Spaniards, and is reduced into a ſyſtem no leſs . 
complicated than intereſting. To deſcribe the 
nature of the various ores, the mode of. extracting 
them from the bowels of the earth, and to explain 
the ſeveral proceſſes by which the metals are ſepa- 
rated from the ſubſtances with which they are 
mingled, either by the action of fire, or the attrae- 
tive powers of mercury, is the province of the na- 
tural philoſopher or chymiſt, rather than of the 
r Og eo XS 
Tur exuberant profuſion with which the moun · Riches = 
tains of the New. World poured forth their trea- — OT; 
| ſures, aftoniſhed mankind, accuſtomed hitherto to 
receive a penurious ſupply of the precious metals, 
from the more ſcanty ſtores contained in the mines 
of the ancient hemiſphere: According to prinei- 
ples of computation, which appear to be extremely 
moderate, the quantity of gold and filver that has 
been regularly entered in the ports of Spain, is 
equal in value to four millions ſterling annuall 
reekoning from the year 1492, in which America 
was diſcovered ta the preſent time. This in two 
hundred and eighty-three years, amounts to eleven 
hundred and thirty-two millions, Immenſe as this 
ſum is, the Spaniſh writers contend, that as much 
more ought to be added to it, in conſideration of 
the treaſure which has been extracted from the 
mines, without paying duty to the king. By this 
account, Spain has drawn from the New World a 
ſupply of wealth, amounting at leaſt two thouſand 
millions of pounds ſterling ®.. :,  ; _— ! 


- 


® 


„ Untariz Theor. y Pra. 4oCommeta, e. 3. Herrera, des- 
viii. lib. XI. c. 13. See NOTE LXXXIX. : 
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Seer Tit mines, which have yielded this amazing 
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quantity of treaſure, are not worked at the expence 


WII of the erown, or of the public. In order to en- 


which 


to 
this 


conrage private adventurers, the perſon who diſ- 


gives riſe. covers a new vein, is intitled to the property of it: 


Upon laying his claim before the governor of the 


| provinee, a certain extent of land is. meafured off, 


and à certain number of Indians allotted him, un- 
der the obligation of his opening the mine within 
a limited time, and of his paying the cuſtomary 
duty to the king, for what it ſhall produce. In- 


vited by the facility with which fach grants are ob- 


tained, and encouraged by ſome ſtriking examples 
of ſucceſs in this line of adventure: not only the 
ſanguine and the bold, but the timid and diffident 
enter up it with aſtoniſhing ardour. With vaſt 
objects always in view, fed continually with Hope, 
and expecting every moment that fortune will un- 
veil her ſtores, and give them up to their wiſhes, 
they deem every other occupation infipid and un- 
intereſting. The charms of this purſuit, lik e he 
rage for deep play, is ſo bewitehing, and take fuch 
full poſſeſſon of he mind, as even to give a new 
dem to the natural temper. Under its influence; 
the cautious become enterprizing and the covetous 
roſuſe. Powerful as this charm naturally is, its 


known in Peru, by the cant name of ſearchers. 
Theſe are commonly perſons of deſperate fortunes, 
who, availing themſelves of fome {kill in mineri- 
Topps accompanied with the inſinuating manner, 
und 'confident pretenſions peculiar to projeRors, 
addreſs the wealthy and the eredulous. By plau- 
ble deſcriptions of the appearances which they 
have diſcovered of rich veins hftherto unexplored ; 
Sy producing when requifite, ſpecimens of promiſ- 
ing ore; by affirming, with an impoſing aſſurance, 
thactacetis is certain, ahd that the eXpence mu 


ye is kugthefited by the arts of an order of nen 
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be trifling; they ſeldom fail to perſuate; An aſfb-· BCO K | 
ciation is formed; a ſmall ſum is advanced by VIII. ; 
each c- partner; the mine is opened; the fearther TY 


is intruſted with the ſole direction of every opera- 
tion: umforeſeen difficulties occur; new demands 
of money are made; bur amidſt a ſucceſhon of diſ- 
appointments and delays, hope is never extin-' 
guiſned, and the ardour of expectation hardly 
abates For it 18 obſerved, that if any perſon once 
enter this ſeductag path, it is almoſt impoſhble to 
return; his ideas alter, he ſeems to be poſſeſſed 
with another ſpirit, viſions of imaginary wealth 
are cohtinually before his eyes, and he thinks, 
and ſpeaks, and dreams of nothing elle “. 


Sven is the ſpirit that muſt be formed, where- ratal e 
ever the active exertions of any ſotiety are chiefly dt *. 


employed in working mines of gold and filver, 
No ſpitit is more adverſe to ſuch improvements itt 
agriculture and commerce, as render a nation 
really opulent. If the ſtem of adminiſtration in 
the Spaniſh colonies had been founded upon the 


principles of ſoupd poliey, the power and inge- 


nuity of the legiflature would have been exerted 


with as much ardour, in reſtraining its ſubjeasfrom 


ſuch pernicious induſtry, as is now employed in 
alluring them towards it. © Projects of mining, 


«(lays a good judge of the pvlititsl eonduR of 


nations) inſtead of teplacing the capital employed 
«in them, together with the ordinary profit of 
«ſ{toek, commonly abſorb both capital and profit. 
* They are the projects, therefore, to Which of all 
others, a prutdetit law-giver, who delired t6 in- 
« creaſe the capital of his nation, would leaſt ehuſe 
eto give ay extraordinary encditragetiient, of to 
turm towards theth à gfeater ſhare of that eapital 

e 4 3740) * hay: 


* Ulloa Biltreten p. 4. 
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DOOR than would go to them of its own accord, 
VII. „Such, in reality, is the abſurd confidence, which 


all men have in their own 


good fortune, that 
« wherever there is the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, 
« too gteat a ſhare of it is apt to go to them of its 
« own accord “.“ But in the Spaniſh colonies 
government 1s ſtudious to cheriſh a ſpirit which it 
ſhould have laboured to depreſs, and by the ſanc- 
tion of its approbation augments that inconſiderate 
credulity, which has turned the active induſtry of 
Mexico and Peru into ſueh an iniproper channel. 
To this may be imputed the ſlender progreſs which 
they have made during two centuries and a half, 
either in uſeful manufactures, or in thoſe lucrative 
branches of cultivation, which furniſh the colonies 
of other nations with their ſtaple commodities. In 
compariſon with the precious metals, every bounty 
of nature is ſo much deſpiſed, that this extrava- 
gant idea of their value has mingled with the idiom 
of the language in Ameries, and the Spaniards 
ſettled there denominate a country, rich, not from 
the e its ſoil, the abundance of its crops, 
or the exuberance of its paſtures, but ori account of 
the minerals which its mountains contain; In queſt 
of theſe, they abandon the delightful plains of 
Peru and Mexico, and reſort to barren and uncom- 
fortable regions, where they have built ſome of the 
largeſt towns which they poſſeſs in the New World. 
As the activity and enterpriſe of the Spaniards 
originally took this direction, it is now ſo difficult 
to bend them a different way, that, although from 
various cauſes, the gain of working mines 18 much 
_ decreaſed; the faſcination continues, and almoſt 
eyery perſon, who takes any active part in the 
commerce of New Spain or Peru, is {till engaged 
in ſome adventure of this kind f. L 

| ur 


Dr. Stmith's Inquiry, &c- H. 163. 
1 See NOTE K. 35 
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Bur though mines are the chief objects of at BOOK 
tention to the Spaniards, and the precious metals VIII. 
which they. yield, form the principal article i 
their commerce; the fertile countries which they ser 
poſſeſs, ſupply them with other commodities. of the Spanim 
ſuch value or ſcarcity, as to attract a confiderable 2 
degree of attention. Cochineal is a production 
almoſt peculiar to New Spain, of ſuch demand in 
commerce, that the ſale is always certain, and it 
yields ſuch profit, as amply rewards the pains and 
attention employed in rearing the curious in ſects 
of which this valuable drug is compoſed, and pre- 

aring it for the market. Qyinquina, or Jefuit's 
Bark, the moſt ſalutary ſimple, perhaps, and of 
moſt reſtorative virtue, that Providence, in com- 
paſſion for human infirmity, has made known unto 
man, is found only in Peru, to which it affords a 
lucrative branch of commerce“. The indigo of 
Guatimala is ſuperior in quality to that of any 
province in America, and cultivated to a conſider- 
able extent. Cacoa, though not peculiar to the 
Spaniſh colonies, attains to 1ts higheſt ſtate of per- 
fection there, and from the great conſumption of 
chocolate in Europe, as well as in America, is a 
valuable commodity. The tobaceo of Cuba, of 
more exquiſite flavour than wy brought from the 
New World; the ſugar raiſed in that iſland, in 
Hiſpaniola, and in New Spain; together with 
drugs of various kinds, may be mentioned among 
the natural productions of America, which enrich 
the Spaniſh commerce. To theſe muſt be added- 


an article of no inconſiderable account, the ex- 
portation of hides; for which, as well as for many 
of thoſe which I have enumerated, the Spaniards 
are more indebted to the wonderful fertility of the 
country than to their own foreſight and induſtry. 


The 


See NOTE XCI. | 
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390 R Thetomefticanimals of Europe, particularly ho?n- 
VIII. ed cattle, have tmultiplied in the New World with 
n x tipidity Whieb almoſt excecds belief. A few 
pyents after the Spaniards ſettled there, the herds 

of tame cattle became fo numerous, that their pro- 
prietors reckoned them by thouſands “. Leſs at- 

tention being paid ts them, as they continued to 
increaſe, they were ſuffered to run wild, and 
ſpreading over a Ecuntry of boundleſs extent, un- 

F a mild climate and covered with rich paſture, 

their number became immenſe. They range over 

the vaſt plains whieh extend from Buenos Ayres, 
towards the Andes, in berds of thirty or forty 
thouſand ; and the unlucky traveller whe once falls 

in among them, muy proeced ſeveral days before 

he can diſentangle himſelf from among the crowd 

that covers the face of the earth, and feems to 

have no end. They are hardly leſs numerous in 

New Bpain, and in ſeveral other provinces: theſe 

are killed merely for the ſake of their hides; and 

the ſlaughter at certain ſeaſons is ſo great, that the 

ſtench of the carcaſes which are left in the field, 

would uffect the air, if large packs of wild dogs, 
and vaſt flocks of gailinazos, or American vultures, 

the moſt voracious of all the feathered kind, did 

not inſtantly devour them. The number of thoſe 

hides exported in every fleet to Europe is prodigi- 

ous, and is a lucrative branch of commerce f. 

Aruos s all thoſe articles may be eonfideted as 
ſtaple commodities poculiar to America, and diffe- 

rent, if we exeept that laſt. mentioned; from the 
productions of the mother-country. <1 

Advantages Wx the importation into Spain of thoſe va- 
which Spain rious articles from her colonics, firſt became active 
her colonies. + ns Bhs | : and 
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Oviedo ap Ramuf. iii. 101. B. Hackluyt, iii. 466. 517. 
+ Acoſta, hb. iii. c. 33. Ovailo Hitt. of Chili. Church. 
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and confiderable, her interior induſtry and manu- BOOK 
factures were in a ſtate ſo proſperous, that with VIII. 
the product of theſe, ſhe was able both to purehaſe 

the commodities of the New World, and to an- 
ſwer its growing demands. Under the reigns of 
Ferdinand and Iſabella, and Charles V. Spain was 
one of the moſt induſtrious countries in Europe, 

Her manufactures in wool, and flax, and filk, were 

ſo extenſive, as not only to furniſh what was ſuffi- 

cient for her own conſumption, but to afford a furs 

plus for exportation. When a market for them, 

formerly unknown, and to which ſhe alone had 

acceſs, opened in America, ſhe had recourſe t6 

her domeſtic ſtore, and found there an abundant 

ſupply *. This new employment muſt naturally 

have added vivacity to the ſpirit of induſtry. Nou- 

riſhed and 'invigorated by it, the manufactures, 

the population, and wealth of 'Spain might have 

gone on inereaſing in the ſame proportion with her 

colonies. Nor was the ſtate of the Spaniſh ma. 

rine at this period leſs flouriſhing than that of its 

manufactures. ' In the beginning of the fixteenth 

century, Spain is ſaid to have poſſeſſed above a 

thouſand merchant ſhips f, a number probably far 

ſuperior to that of any nation in Europe. By the 

aid which foreign trade and domeſtie induſtry give 

reciprocally to each other ifi their progreſs, the 

augmentation of both muſt have been rapid and 

extenſive, and Spain might have received the fame 

acceſſion of opulence and vigour from her acquift- 

tions in the New World, that other powers have 

derived from their colonies there. i | 
Bor various cauſes prevented this. It is with 22 

nations as with individuals, when wealth flows in now derive 

gradually, and with moderate inbreaſe, it fecds e me. 

and nouriſhes that activity which is friendly 40 

FAY commerce, 
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B o O'Keorimerte, and calls it forth into vigorous and 
VIII. well conducted exertions ; but when it pours in 
— ſuddenly, and with too full a ſtream, it overturns 


all ſober platis of induſtry, and brings along with 


it a taſte for what is wild, and extravagant, and 


daring in buſineſs or in action. Such was the great 


and ſudden augmentation of power aud revenue, 


that the poſſeſſton of Auierica brought into Spain, 
and ſome ſymptoms of its pernieious influence 
upon the political operations of that monarchy 
ſoon began to appear. For a eonfiderable time, 
however, the ſupply of treaſure from the New 
World was ſcanty and precarious, and the genius 
of Charles V. conducted public meaſures with ſuch 
gene that the effects of this influence were 
little perceived. But when Philip II: aſcended 
the Spaniſh throne, with talents far inferior to 
thoſe of his father, and remittanees from the colo. 


nies became a regular and vaſt branch of revenue, 


the fatal operation of this rapid change in the ſtate 
of the kingdom, both on the monarch and his peo- 
ple, was at once conſpicuous; Philip, poſſeſſing 
that ſpirit of unceaſing aſſiduity, which often cha- 
racterizes the ambition of men of moderate talents, 
entertained fuch an high opinion of his own re- 
"ſources, that he thought nothing too arduous fo: 
him to undertake. Shut up himſelf in the ſolitude 


of the Eſcurial, he troubled and annoyed all the 


nations around him. He waged open war with the 


Dutch and Engliſh; he encouraged and aided 2 


Tebellious faction in France; he conquered Portu- 
gal, and maintained armies and garriſons in Italy, 


Africa, and both the Indies. By ſuch a multipli- 
eity of great and complicated operations, purſued 
With ardour during the courſe of a long reigo, 


Spain was drained both of men and money. Un- 
der the weak adminiſtration of his ſucceſſor, Phi- 
lip III. the vigour of the nation continued to 
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of political wiſdom to augment its numbers, and 
to revive its ſtrength. Early in the ſeventeenth 
century, Spain felt ſuch a diminution in the num- 
ber of her people, that from inability to recruit her 
armies, ſhe was obliged to contract her operations. 
Her flouriſhing manufactures were fallen into de- 
cay. Her flects, which had been the terror of all 
Europe, were ruined. Her extenſive foreign com- 


merce was loſt. The trade between different parts 


of her own dominions was interrupted, and the 
ſhips which attempted to carry it on, were taken 
and plundered by enemies, whom they once deſ- 
piſed. Even agriculture, the primary object of in- 
duſtry in every proſperous ſtate, was neglected, 
and one of the moſt fertile countries in Europe 


hardly raiſed what was ſufficient for the ſupport of 


its own inhabitants. 


Ix proportion as the population and manufac- Rapid de- 
tures of the parent ſtate declined, the demands of h *f in 


her colonies continued to increaſe. The Spaniards, 
like their monarchs, intoxicated with the wealth 


which poured in annually upon them, deſerted the 


paths of induſtry, ta which they had been aecuſ- 
tomed, and repaired with eagerneſs to thoſe regi- 
ons from which this opulence iſſued, By this rage 
of emigration, another drain was ME þ and the 
ſtrength of the colonies auginented by exhauſting 
that of the mother- country. All thoſe emigrants, 
as well as the adventurers who had at firſt ſettled 
in America, depended abſolutely upon Spain for 
almoſt every article of 0 con ſumption. 
gaged in more alluring and lucrative purſuits, or 
prevented by reſtraints which government impoſed, 
| JE SILLS 30» i | ; Y they 
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creafe, and ſunk into the loweſt decline, when ; nͥͤ ũ 
the inconſiderate bigotry of that monarch expelled VIII. 
at once near a million of his moſt induſtrious ſub- — 
jeQs, at the very time when the exhauſted ſtate of N 161 
the kingdom required ſome extraordinary exertion 
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bo Q:@&:k-they could not turn their own attention towardg. 
0 VAL, eſtabliſhing the manufaQures requiſite for comfort. 
135 able ſubſiſtence. They received (as I have ob. 
| ſerved in another place) their clothing, their fur. 
niture, whatever miniſters to the caſe or luxury of 
life, and even their inſtruments of labour from 
zune Spain, thinned of people, and void of 
induſtry, was unable to ſupply their increaſing de. 
mands. She had recourſe to her neighbours. The 
manufactures ot the Low. Countries, of England, 
of France, and of Italy, which her wants called 
into exiſtence, or animated with new viyacity, fur- 
piſhed in abundance whatever ſhe required. In 
vain did the fundamental law concerning the ex- 
cluſiog of fore igners from trade with America, op- 
e this innovation. Neceſſity, more powerful 
than any ſtatute, defeated its operations, and con- 
ſtrained the Spaniargs themſelyes to concur in elud- 
ing it. The Engliſh, the French, and Dutch, re- 
lying on the fidelity and honour of Spaniſh mer- 
chants, who lend their names to cover the deceit, 
ſend out their manufactures to America, and re- 
.celve the exarbitang price for which they are ſold 
there, either in ſpecie, or in the rich commodities 
of the New World. Neither the dread of danger, 
Har the allurement of profit, ever induced a Spa- 
niſh factor to betray. or defraud the perſon who 
confided in him; and that probity, which. is the 
pride and diſtindion of a nation, contributes to 
its xuin. Ip a ſhort time, not above a twentieth 
Part of the cammodities exported to America was 
G Spaniſn rowth or fabrie f. All the reſt was the 
property of foreign merchants, though entered in 
the name of Spauiards. The treaſure of the New 
'arld may be ſaid henceforward not to have be- 
longed ta Spain. Beloxe it reached Europe, it was 

1 6 | anticipa 


* Zavala Repreſentacion, p. 226. f Campomanes, ii. 138, 


anticipated as the price of goods purchaſed from h 
foreigners, | That wealth, which, by an internal VII. 
circulation, would have ſpread through each yein IS 
of induſtry, aud have conveyed life gad activity * P. 39H 
to every branch of manufacture, flowed out of the 
kingdom with ſuch a rapid courſe, as neither en- 

riched nor animated it. On the other hand, the 

artiſans of rival nations, encouraged by this quick 

{ale of their commodities, improved fo much in 

ill and induſtry, as to be able to afford them at a 

rate ſo low, that the manufactures of Spain, which 

could not vie with theirs, cither in quality or cheap- 

neſs of work, were ſtill farther depreſſed. This 

1 WM deſtruive commerce drained off the righes of 

- the nation faſter and more completely, than even 


* 


the extravagaut ſchemes of ambition carried on by 
f 120 Spain was ſo much aſtoniſhed and 


its monare 
giſtreſſed, at beholding her American treaſures 
vaniſh almoſt,as ſoon as they were imported, that 
Philip III. unable to ſupply what was requiſite in 
circulation, ifſyed an edift, by which he endea - 
youred to raiſe copper money to a valye jn curren- 
cy nearly equal to that of filver*; and the lord of 
the Peruyian and Mexican mines was reduced to a 
wretched apedient, which is the laſt reſoure of 
ihnen ges. 
uus the poſſeſſions of Spain in America have 
not proved a ſource of population and of wealth 
to her, in the ſame manner as thoſe of other na- 
tions. In the countries of Eyrope, where the ſpi- 
rit of indyſtry ſubſiſts in full vigour, every perſon 
ſettled in Toch colouies, as are ſimilar iu their ſitu- 
jion to thoſe of Spain, is ſuppoſed to giye employ- 
ment to three or four at home ip ſupplying his 
wants f. But wherever the mother-country cannot 
jlorg this ſupply, every emigrant may be __ 
| cre 
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BOOK dered as a citizen loſt to the community, and 
VIII. ftrangers muſt reap all the benefit of anſwering his 

TT NE {7c > Ly tte, Oe 
Increaſed SUCH has been the internal ſtate of Spain from 
by the moi® the cloſe of the: fixteenth century, a ſuch her 
regulating , * N We 

ts inter- Inability to ſupply the growing wants of her colo- 
court with nies. The fatal effects of this diſproportion be- 
fmen tween their demands, and her capacity of anſwer: 
ing them, have been much increaſed by the mode 
in which Spain has 'endeavoured to regulate the 
intercourſe between the mother - country and the 
colonies.” It is from her idea of monopolizing 
the trade with America, and debarring her ſub- 
Jects. there from any communication with foreign- 
ers, that all her jealous and ſyſtematic arrange- 
ments have ariſen. Theſe are fo ſingular in their 
nature and con ſequences, as to merit a particular 
explanation. In order to ſecure the monopoly at 
which ſhe aimed, Spain did not veſt the trade 
with her colonies in an excluſive company, a plan 
which has been adopted by nations more commer- 
cial, and at a period when mercantile policy was 
an object of greater attention, and ought to have 
been better underſtood. The Dutch gave up the 
whole trade with their colonies, both in the Faſt 

and Weſt Indies, to excluſive companies. The 
Engliſh, the French, the Danes, have imitated 

their example with reſpeR'to the Eaſt Indian com- 

merce; and the two former have laid a fimilar 
reſtraint upon ſome branches of their trade with 

the New World. The wit of man cannot, per- 

haps, deviſe a method for checking the progreſs 

of induſtry and population in a new colony 

more ffeGual than this. The intereſt of thc 

colony, and the excluſive company, muſt in 

every point be diametrically oppoſite; and as 

the latter poſſeſſes ſuch advantages in this un- 
equal conteſt, that it can preſcribe at pleaſyre 
1 - the 
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the terms of intereourſe, the former muſt nat only B 
buy dear and ſell oheap, but fuffer the mortification 


of having the inereaſe af their ſurplus. ſtock diſ- =FS& 
couraged by thoſe very perſons to w hom alone they ha 


are permitted to diſpoſe of it“. 


Sy AIM, it is probable; was pre ſerved from fall- This confine 
ing ima this error in policy, by the high idegs on 
which ſhe early formed caucerning\the riches Of Spain. 


the New World. Gold and filver were commodi- 
tics of too high value to veſt a monopoly of them in 
private bands. The crown wiſhed to retain the 
direction of 2 commerce ſo inviting; and in order 
to ſecure that, ardained that the cargo of every 
ſhip fined out for Ameriea, ſhould be in ſpected by 
the officers of the Caſe ge Cen tratagion in Seyille, 
before it could receive a licgnee to make the voy- 
age; and that on its return, a report of the com- 
medities which it brought ſheuld be made to the 
ſame board, before it could be perminzgd to land 
them. In confequence of this fegulation, all the 
trade of Spain wich the New World centered in 
the purt/af Seville, and was gradually brought into 
a form, 40 which it has been ęonducted, with lit- 
tle variation, from the middle of the fixteenth 
century almaſt to our own times. For the greater 


fecurity of the valuable cargoes ſent to America, as 


well as for the more ealy preyention. of , the 
commerce of Spain with its colonigs is carried 
by fleets, which fail under ſtrang convoys. Thefe 
fleets, conſiſting of two ſquadrong, one diſtinguiſhed 
by the name af GBaleons, the other by that of 5 
Flota, are equipped agnually, Formerly they toc 
their departure from Seville; hut as the port of 
Cadiz bas been found mere cammodious, they 
have ſailed from it fipce tha 78 $73% 
Dd Taz 
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BOOK Tu Galeons deſtined to ſupply Tierra Firme, 
45 VIII. and the kingdoms of Peru and Chili, with almoſt 
hav? every article of luxury, or neceſſary conſumption, 
by the Gate. that an opulent pee can demand, touch firſt at 

ons. Carthagena, and then at Porto-bello: To the for- 

mer, the merchants of Santa Martha, Caraccas, 

the New Kingdom of Granada, and ſeveral other 

rovinces reſort. The latter is the great mart for 

the rich commeree of Peru and Chili. At the ſea- 

fon when the Galeons are expected, the product 

of all the mines in theſe two kingdoms, together 

with their other valuable commodities, is tranſport- 

ed by ſea to Panama. From thence, as ſoon as the 

appearance of the fleet from Europe is announced, 

2 are conveyed acroſs the iſthmus, partly on 

mules, and partly down the river Chagree to 

Porto-bello. This paltry village whoſe climate, 

from the pernicious union of exceſſive heat, con- 

tinual moiſture, and the putrid exhalations ariſing 

from a rank ſoil, is more fatal to life than any per- 

haps in the known world, is immediately filled with 

people. From being the refidenee of a few negroes 

and mulattoes, and of a miſerable garriſon relieved 

every three months, its ſtreets are crowded with 

opulent merchants from every corner of Peru, 

and the adjacent provinces. A fair is opened, the 

wealth of America is exchanged for the manufac- 

tures of Europe, and during its preſeribed term 

of forty days, the richeſt traffic on the face of the 

earth is begun and finiſhed, with that ſimplicity of 

tranſaction and unbounded confidence, which ae- 

and Flota. 22 extenſive commerce“. The Flota holds 

its courſe to Vera Cruz. The treaſures and com- 

modities of New Spain, and the depending pro- 

vinces, which were depoſited at Los Angeles in 
expectation of its arrival, are carried thither, 


ang 


* See NOTE XCI11. 
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and the cominercial operations of Vera Cruz, con- BOOK 
ducted in the ſame manner with thoſe of Porto- VIII. 
bello, are inferior to them only in importance aud. 
value. Both fleets, as ſoon as they have completed 

their cargoes. from America, rendezvous at the 
Havanna, and return in company to Europe, 

THz trade of Spain with ber colonies, while pad e of 
thus fettered and reſtricted, came neceſſarily to 1 
condudted with the ſame ſpirit, and upon the ſame "© 
principles, as that of an excluſwe company. Be- 
ing confined to a langle port, it was of courſe thrown 
into a few hands, and almoſt the whole of it was 
gradually engroſſed by a ſmall number of wealthy 
houſes, formerly in Seville, . and now in Cadiz. 
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Theſe by combinations, which they can eaſily 
form, may altogether prevent that competition 
which preſerves commodities at their natural price; 
and by acting in concert, to which they are 
prompted by their mutual intereſt, they may raiſe 
or lower their value at pleaſure. In con ſequence of 
this, the price of European goods in America is 
always high, and often exorbitant. A hundred, 
two hundred, and even three hundred per cent. 


are profits not uncommon in the commerce of Spain 


with her colonies*. From the ſame ingroſſing 
ſpirit it frequently happens, that traders of the ſe- 
cond order, whoſe warehouſes do not contain a 
complete aſſortment of commodities for the Ame- 
rican market, cannot purchaſe from the more opu- 


lent merchants, ſuch goods as they want, at a lower 


price than that for which they are ſold in the colo- 


nies. With the ſame vigilant jealouſy that an ex- 


eluſive company guards againſt the intruſion of the 
free trader, thoſe overgrown monopoliſts endeavour 
to check the progreſs of every one whoſe encroach- 
| 1 ments 
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VIII. rican commerce to one port, nat only affects its do- 
meſtici{tate, but hams its foreign operations. A 


Remedies 
propoſed. 


monopoliſt may acquire more, and certainly will 
hazard leſs, by a conſined trade whieh yields ex- 
orbitant profit; than by an extenſide commerce in 
which he receives only a moderate: return of gain. 
It is often his intereſt not to enlarge, but to eir- 
cumſeribe the ſphere of his activity; and inſtead 
of calling forth more vigorous exertions of com- 
mercial induſtry, it may be the object of his atten- 
tion to check and ſet bounds to them. By ſome 
ſuch maxim, the mercantile policy of Spain ſeems 
to have regulated its intercourſe with America. 
Inſtead of furniſning the colonies with European 
goods in ſuch quantity as might render both the 
price and the profit moderate; the merchants. of 

Seville and Cadiz ſeem to have ſupplied them with 


a ſparing band, that the eagerneſs. of competition 


amongſt cuſtomers obliged to purchaſe in a ſeanty 
market, might enable their factors, to diſpoſe. of 
their cargoes with exorbitant gain. About. the 
middle of the laſt century, when the exclufive trade 
to America from Seville was in its moſt flouriſhing 
ſtate, the burden of the two united ſquadrons of the 
Galeons and Flota, did not exceed twenty-ſeven 
thouſand five hundred tons f. The ſupply which 
ſuch a fleet could carry muſt-have been very inade- 
ate to the demands of thoſe populous and exten- 
five colonies, which depended: upon it for all the 
laxuries, and many of the neceſſaries of life... 
SpAlx early became ſenſible of her declenſion 
from her former proſperity, and many A | 


* . 
* ” 


4 Smith's Inquiry, ii. 171. | Campomanes, Educ, Popul, i. 
8. 3 : | 
ka Campomanes, Educ. Popul. i. 435. ii. 110. 
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and virtuous citizens employed their thoughts in B 
deviſing methods for reviving the decaying induf- VIII. 
try and commerce of their country. From the wr 


violence of the remedies propoſed, we may judge 
bow deſperate and fatal the malady appeared. 


Some, confounding à violation of police with 


— againſt the ſtate, - contended, that in 
order to check illicit commerce, every perſon con- 
victed of carrying it on, ſhould be puniſhed with 
death, and confiſcation of all his effects . Others, 
forgetting the diſtinction between civil offences 
and acts af impiety, infiſted, that contraband 
trade ſhould be ranked among the crimes reſerved 
for the cognizance of the Inquiſition; that ſuch as 
were guilty of it might be tried and puniſhed, ac- 
cording to the ſecret and ſummary. form in which 
that dreadfnl tribunal exerciſes its juriſdiction f. 


Others, uninſtructed by obſerving the pernicious 


effects of monopolies in every country where they 
have been eſtabliſhed, have propoſed to veſt the 
trade with America in exclufive companies, whom 
_ intereſt would render the moſt vigilant guardians 
of the Spaniſh commerce againſt the encroach- 
ments of interloper 7. $97: 1 
__ Be81DE theſe wild projects, many ſchemes bet- 
ter digeſted; at firſt without effect, and more be- 
neficial,, were ſuggeſted. But under the feeble 
monarchs, with whom the reign of the Auſtrian 
line in Spain eloſed, incapacity and indeciſion are 
conſpicuous in every department of government. 
Inſtead of taking for their model the active admi- 
niſtration of Charles V. they affected to imitate 
the cautious procraſtinating wiſdom of Philip II. 
and deſtitute of his talents, they deliberated per- 
petually, but determined nothing. No remedy was 
hd: 1316-401 --277 16. eee applied 

* M. de Santa Cruz Comercio Suelto, p. 142. | 

+ Moncada Reftauracion politica de Eſpagna, p. 41. 

I Zavalacy Angnon Repreſentacion, &. P. 190. 
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BO O K applied to the evils under which the national com- 
VIII. meree, domeſtic as well as foreign, languiſhed. 
 wWTY Theſeevils continued to increaſe, and Spain, with 
dominions more extenſive and more opulent than 
any European ſtate, poſſeſſed neither vigour nor 
money *, nor induſtry. At length, the violence 
of a great national convulſion rouzed the ſſumber- 
ing genius of Spain, and the efſorts of the tuo con- 
tending parties in the civil war, kindled by the 
diſputes concerning the ſucceſſion of the crown at 
the beginning of this century, called forth in ſome 
degree the ancient ſpirit and vigour of the nation. 
While men were farming, capable of adopting 
more liberal ſentiments, than thoſe which had in- 
fluericed the councils of the monarchy during the 
courſe of a ccniury, Spain derived from an unex- 
pected ſource the means of availing itſelf of their 
talents. The various powers who favoured the 
pretenſions either of the Auſtrian or Bourbon can- 
didate for the Spaniſh throne, ſent formidable flcets 
and armies to their ſupport. France, England and 
Holland remitted immenſe ſums to Spain. Theſe 
were ſpent in the provinces which became the 
theatre of war. Part of the American treaſure, af 
which W drained the kingdom, flowed back 
thither. From this zra, one of the moſt intelli- 
gent Spaniſh authors dates the revival of the mo- 
narchy; and, however humiliating the truth may 
be, he acknowledges that 1t 18 to her enemies his 
country is indebted for the acquiſition of a fund of 
circulating ſpecic, in ſome meaſure adequate to the 

exigencies of the public f. 
Steps to- As ſoqrt as the Bourbons okinived quiet poſſeſ- 
a Han of the throne, they diſcerned this change in 
by, the ne the ſpirit of the people, and in the ſtate of the na- 
— ien and took mene of 1 u; for although that 
0 | family 


* See NOTE XCIV. t Campomanes, i. 420. 


i 
f 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


able for ſuperiority. of genius, they have all been VIII. 
beneficent princes, attentive to the happineſs of "TY. 


their ſubjects, and ſolicitous to promote it. It was 
accordingly the firſt obje& of Philip V. to ſuppreſs 
an innovation which had crept in during the courſe 
of the war, and overturned the whole ſyſtem of the 


3 
family has not given monarchs ta Spain remark- BOOK, - 


12 


Spaniſh commerce with America,. The Engliſh by excluding 
; | foreigners _, 


and Dutch, by their ſuperiority in, naval power, fem trade 
having acquired ſuch command of the ſea, as to cut with Peru | 


off all intercourſe between Spain and her colonies, 
Spain, in arder ta furniſh them thoſe neceſſaries of, 
life, without which they could not exiſt, and as 


the only means of receiving from thence any part 
of their treafure, departed fo far from the uſual ri- _ 
gour of its maxims, as to open the trade with Peru 


to her allies the French. The merchants of St. 


Malo, to whom Louis XIV, granted the privilege. 


gf this lucrative commerce, engaged in it with vi- 
gour, and carried it on upon principles very diffe- 
rent from thoſe of the Spaniards. They ſupplied 
Peru with European commodities at a more mode- 
rate price, and not in ſtinted quantity; the goods 
which they imported were conveyed to every pro- 
vince of Spaniſh America, in ſuch ahundance as 
had never been known in any former period. If 
this intercourſe had been continued, the exportation 
of European commodities from Spain muſt have 
ceaſed, and the dependauce of the colonies on the 
mother-country have been at an end. The. moſt 
peremptory injunRions were therefore iſſued, pro; 
hibiting the admiſhon of foreign veſſels into any. 
port of Peru or Chili“, and a Spaniſh ſquadron, 


was employed to clear the South Sea of intruders, 


whoſe aid was no longer neceſſary. 
| Bu r 


* Frezier Voy. 256. B. Ulloa Retab. il. 104, &c. Ale 
y Herrera Aviſo, &c. 236. | on 
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198K Boer thigh on the eeffation of the war, which 
ww was term titrated by the treaty of Utrech, Spain ob- 
Ax wot relief from one thctoachnient on ber com 
by creeks rhefcial ſyſtem; The was expoſed to another which 
trade, ſhe deemed hardly leſs pernieious. As an ihduce- 
ment that might prevail with Queen Anne te eon- 
clude a peact which France and Spain deftsatl wihh 
equal ardour, Philip V. not buly conveyed to Greet 
N Britain the Afenta, or contract for ſupplying tlie 
lAften- Spaniſh colonies with negrwes, which had formerly 
7e com fand been enjoyed by Fratice, but granted it the more 
extraordinary privilege of ſending aunually to the 
fair of Porto- hello a fhip of five hundred tons, laden 
with European cormoditics. In conſequence of 
this, Britiſn factories wete eftabliſhed at Cartha- 
gena, Panama, Vera Cruz, Buenos Ayres, and 
other Spaniſh ſettlements. The veil with which 
Spain had hitherto covered the ſtate aud tran ſae- 
tions of her colonies was rembyed. The agents of 
a Tal nation, refiding in the Ay Sl moſt exten. 
ſive trade, 'and of chief reſort, ha Toe beſt oppor- 
runities of becoming acquainted with the interior 
condition of their provinces, of obſerving their 
ſtated and occafional wants, and of knowing what 
contmodittes might be imported imo them with 
the greateſt advantage, In conſequence of in for- 
mation ſo authentic and expeditions, the merchants 
of Jamaica, and other Engliſh edlonies who traded 
to the Spaniſh ' main, were enabled to affort and 
proportion their 'cargoes fo txafithy to the demands 
of the market, that the contraband commerce 
was carried on with a facility and to an extent 
unknown in any former period. This, how- 
ever, was not the moſt fatal eonſequence of the 
Aſſiento to the trade of Spain. The agents of 
the Britiſh South Sea Company, under cover of 
the importation which they were authoriſed to 
make by the fhip ſent anmaally to Porto bello, pour- 
ed in their commodities on che Opa aiſh * 
; without 
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without limitation or reſtraint. - Iuſtend of a ſhip BOOK 
of five hunctred tans, as ſtipulated in the treaty, VIII. 
they uſually employed one which exceeded nine WWE 
hundred tuns in burden. She was accompanied 

by two or three other ſmaller veſſels, which moor- 

iug in ſome neighbouring creek, ſupplied her 
clandeſtinely with treſh bales of goods to replace 

ſuch as were fold, The inſpectors of - the fair, 

and athcers of the revenue, gained hy exorbitant 
preſents, connived at the fraud“. Thus, partly 

by the operations of the company, and partly by 

the activity of private interlopers, almoſt the whole 

trade of Spaniſh America was ingroſſed by foreign · 

ers. be immenſe commerce ot the Galeons, for- 2737 
merly the pride of Spain, and the envy of other 
nations, ſunk to nothing, and the ſquadron itſelf, 
reduced from fiſteen thouſand to two thoufand 

tons f, ſerved hardly any purpoſe but to feteh home 

the royal revenue ariſing from the fifth on filver. 

. WuiLg Spain obſerved thoſe eneroachments, yer ang 
and felt fo ſenſibly their pernicious eſſects, it was ed for this 
impoſſible not to make ſome effort to reſtrain them. Purpoſe. 
Her firſt expedient was to ſtation ſhips of force, 

under the appellation of Ge Coſtas, upon the 

coaſts of thoſe provinces, to which interlopers 

moſt frequently reſorted. As private intereſt con- 

eurred with the duty which they owed to the pub- 

he, in rendering the officers who commanded them 

vigilant and active, ſome check was given to the 
progreſs of the contraband trade, though in do- 
minions fo extenſive, and fo acceſhble by ſea, no 
number of cruizers was ſufficient to guard againſt - 

us in roads in every quarter. This interruption of 

an intercourſe, which had been carried on with ſo 

much facility, that the merchants in the Britiſh 

ä een colonies 


„See NOTE XV. Akedo yHertera, p. 
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BO O K colonies were accuſtomed to conſider. it almoſt ag | 


an allowed branch of commerce, excited murmurs 


Yo and complaints. Theſe authoriſed, in ſome mea- 


OY. 


The uſe of 


ſure, and rendered more intereſting, by ſeveral 


unjuſtifiable acts of violence committed by the cap- 


tains of the Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas, -precipitated 
Great Britain into a war with Spain, by which the 
latter obtained a final releaſe from the Aſſiento, 
and wag left at liberty to regulate the commerce of 
her colonies, without being reſtrained by any en- 
gagement with a foreign power. 


As the formidable encroachments of the Engliſh, 


regiſterihips n their American trade, had diſcovered to the 


jarroduced. 
I . 


Spaniards the vaſt conſumption of European goods 
in their colonies, and taught them the advantage of 
accommodating their importations. to the occaſi- 
onal demand of the various provinces, they per- 


dee the neceſſity. of deviſing ſome method of 


upplying their colonjes, different from their an- 
cient - one,' of . ſending thither periodical fleets. 
Tunis mode of communication was not only uncer- 
tain, as the departure of the Galeons and Flota 
was ſometimes retarded by various accidents, and 
often prevented' by the wars, which raged in Eu- 
rope, but was ill adapted to afford America a re- 
gular and timely ſupply of what it wanted. The 
{ſcarcity of European goods in the Spaniſh ſettle- 
ments frequently became exceſſive; their price roſe 
to an enormous height; the vigilant. eye of mercan- 
tile attention did not fail to obſerve this favourable 
opportunity, an ample ſupply was poured, in by 
interlopers from the Anglich. the French, and 
Dutch iflauds ; and when; the Ga}eons at length 
arrived, they found the markets fo, glutted, by this 
illicit commerce, that there 'was no demand for 
the commodities with which they were loaded. 
In order to remedy this, Spain permitted a conſi- 
derable part of her commerce with” America, 2 

z e 
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be carried on by regiſter ſbips. Theſe are fitted g; O O K 
out, during the intervals between the ſtated ſeaſons VIII. 
when the Galcons and Flota fail, by merchants ww 
in Seville or Cadiz, upon obtaining a licence from 
the council of the Indies, for which they pay a 
very high premium, and are deſtined for thoſe 
ports where any extraordinary demand is foreſeen 
or expected. By this expedient, ſuch a regular 
ſupply of freſh commodities is conveyed to the 
American market, that the interloper is no longer I} 
allured by the ſame proſpe& gf exceſſive gain, or bi 
the people in the colonies urged by the ſame neceſ- [! 
ſity to engage in the hazardous ny con- 
traband trade. | 2 | 
' In proportion as experience manifeſted the ad- The gateong 
vantages of carrying on trade in this mode, the | 
number of regiſter ſhips increaſed ; and at length, 
in the year 1748, the Galeons, after having been 
employed upwards of two centuries, were hnally 
aboliſhed, From that period there has been no in- 
tercourſe with Chili and Peru but by ſingle ſhips, 
diſpatched from time to time as occaſion requires, 
and, when the merchants expect a market will open. 
Theſe ſail round Cape Horn, and conyey directly 
to the ports in the South Sea the 6648 od Crna and 
manufaQures of Europe, for which the people ſet- 
tled in thoſe countries were formerly obliged to 
repair to Porto-bello or, Panama. Theſe town 
as has been formerly obſerved, 'muſt gradually de- 
cline, 'when deprived of that commerce to which 
they owed their exiſtence. This difadvantage 
however is more than compenſated, for the whole 
continent of South America receives ſupplies of 
European commodities, with ſo much regularity, 
and in ſuch abundance, as muſt contribute 9 
to the happineſs and proſperity of all the colonies 
ſettled there. But as all the regiſter ſhips deſtined, 
for the South Seas, muſt ſtill take their * 
GGG om 
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B OO K from Cadiz, and are obliged to return thither +, 

VIII. this branch of the American commerce, even in 

its new and improved form, continues ſubject to 

the reſtraints of a ſpecies of monopoly, and feel; 

thoſe pernicious effects of it, which I luce already 
deſcribed. AAP 5 „ * + 

. or Nox has the attention of Spain been confined to 

commerce, regulating the trade with its flouriſhing colonies, it 

| has extended likewiſe to the reviving commerce in 

thoſe ſettlements where it was neglected, or had 

decayed. Among the new taſtes which the peo. 

ple of Europe have acquired, in conſequence of 

their intercourſe with the natives of thoſe countries 

which they conquered in America, that for choco. 

late is one of the moſt univerſal. The uſe of this 

liquor made with a paſte, formed of the nut, or al. 

mond of the cocoa- tree, compounded with various 

ingredients, the Spaniards firſt learned from the 

Mexicans; and it has appeared to them, and t© 

the other European nations, ſo palatable, ſo noi. 

Tiſhing, and ſo wholeſome, that it has become x 

commercial 'article of confiderable importance. 

The cocoa-tree grows ſpontaneouſly in ſeveral 

parts of the torrid zone; but the nuts of the bell 

quality, next to thoſe of Guatimala, on the South 

Sea, are produced in the rich plains of Caracczs 

2 province of Tierra Firme. In confequence 6 

this acknowledged ſuperiority in the quality of co- 

coa in that province, and its communication with 

the Atlantic, which facilitates the conveyance t0 

Europe, the culture of the eocoa there is more ex. 

tenfive than in any diſtri of America. But the 

Dutch, by the vicinity of the fettlements in the 

ſmall iſlands of Curagoa and Buen-Ayre, to tht 

coaſt of Caraccas, gradually ingroſſed the greatel 

part of the cocoa- trade. The traffie with the 5 

1 | . T7 N ther- 
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ter · country for this valuable commodity ceaſed BOOK 
almoſt entirely; and ſuch was the fupine negli- VIII. 0 
genee of the Spaniards, or the defects of their TV 
commercial arrangements, that they were obliged 

to receive from the hands of foreigners this pro- 

duction of their own colonies, at an exorbitant 

price. In order to remedy an evil no leſs diſgrace- 

ful, than pernicious to his ſubjects, Philip V. in by eftablih- 
he year 1728, granted to a body of merchants, an 5 dt Ca- 
— right to the commerce with Caraccas and raccas. 
umana, on condition of their employing, at their 

d, in expence, a ſufficient number of armed veſſels 

o clear the coaſt of interlopers. This ſociety, diſ- 
tinguiſhed ſometimes by the name of the Compan 

of Guipuſcoa, from the province of Spain in which 

it is eſtabliſhed, and ſometimes by that of the 
ompany of Caraccas, from the diſtrict of Ame- 

ica to Which it trades, has carried on its operations 

ith ſuch vigour and fuccefs, that Spain has reco- 

ered an important branch of commeree, which 

ne had ſuffered to be wreſted from her; and is 
plentifully ſupplied with an article of extenfive 
onſumption at a moderate price. Not only the 

parent ſtate, but the colony of Caraccas, has de- 

wed great advantages from this inſtitution; for 
though, at the firſt aſpect, it may appear to be 

ne of thoſe monopolies, whoſe tendency is to 

heck the ſpirit of induftry, inſtead of calling it 

orth to new.exertions, it has been prevented from 
operating in this manner, by ſeveral ſalutary regu- 

ations, framed upon foreſight of fuch bad effects, 


t0 
9 ad on purpoſe to obviate them. The planters in 
the e Caraccas are not left to depend entirely on the 


ompany, either for the importation of European 


the 

the fommodities, or the ſale of their own productions. 

atel he inhabitants of the Canary Iſlands bave the 

mo- rivilege of ſending thither annually a regiſter ſhip 

ther f confiderable burden; and from Vera Cruz in 
dr et Bn a t- «Pram 
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B'O OR New Spain, a free trade is permitted in every pon 
VI. comprehended in the charter of the company. lu 
conſequence of this, there is ſuch a competition, 


that both with reſpet to what the colonics pur. 
chaſe, and what they ſell, the price ſeems to be 
fixed at its natural and equitable rate. I be com. 
pany bas not the power of raiſing the former, or 


degrading the latter at pleaſure; and according]y, 
fiance it was eſtabliſhed, the increaſe of culture, of 


population, and of live ſtock; in the province of 


Caraccas has been very conſiderable “. 

Bur as. it is ſlowly that nations relinquiſh any 
ſyſtem which time has rendered venerable, or that 
commerce can be diverted from the channel in 


which it has long been accuſtomed to flow; Philip 


V. in bis new regulations concerning the Ameri: 
can trade, paid ſueh deference to the ancient 
maxim of Spain, concerning the limitation of all 
1mportation from the New World to one hatbour, 
as to oblige both the regiſter ſhips which returned 
from Peru, and thoſe of the Guipuſcoan Campany 
from Caraccas, to deliver their cargoes in the por 
of Cadiz. Since his reign, ſentiments more liberal 
and enlarged begin to ſpread in Spain. The ſpirit 
of philoſophical gn which it is the glory of 
the preſent age to have turned from frivolous ot 
abſtruſe ſpeculations, to the buſineſs and affairs of 


men, has extended its influence beyond the Pi- 
rennees. In the reſearches of ingenuous authors, 


concerning the police or commerce of nations, the 
errors and defects of the Spaniſh ſyſtem with re- 
ſpe& to both met every eye, and have not only 
been expoſed with ſeverity, but are held up as a 
warning to other ſtates. The Spaniards, ſtung 
with their reproaches, or convinced by their argy- 
ments, and admoniſhed by ſeveral enlightened 

writers 
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writers of their own country, ſeem at length to B O OR 
have diſcovered. the deſtructive tendency of thoſe VIII. 
narrow maxims, which, oy cramping commerce - 
in all its operations, have ſo long retarded its pro- 


greſs. It is to the monarch, now on the throne, 


that Spain is indebted for the firſt public regula- 

tion formed in conſequence of theſe ideas. 

_. WaiLE Spain adhered with rigour to her an- zaaviic. 
cient maxims concerning her commerce with Ame. ment of te. 


; : ular packet 
rica, ſhe was ſo much afraid of opening ang . 


nel, by which an illicit trade might find admiſſion 


into the colonies, that ſhe almoſt ſhut herſclf out 


from any intercourſe with them, but that which 


was carried on by her annual fleets. There was 
no eſtabliſhment for a regular eommunication of 
either public or private intelligence, between the 
mother-country and its American ſettlements. 
From the want of this neceſſary inſtitution, the 
operations of the ſtate, and the buſineſs of indi- 
viduals, were retarded or conducted uuſkilfully, 
and Spain often received from foreigners her firſt 
information with reſped to very intereſting events 
in her own colonies. But though this defect in 
police was ſenſibly felt, and the remedy for it was 


obvious, that jealous ſpirit with which the Spaniſh 


monarchs guarded the excluſive trade, reſtrained 
them from applying it. At length Charles III. 
ſurmounted thoſe confiderations which had de- 
terred his predeceſſors, and in the year 1764, ap- 
pointed , packet-boats to be diſpatched on the firſt 


day of each month, from Corugna to the Havan- 


na or Porto-Rico. From thence letters are con- 
veyed in ſmaller veſſels to Vera Cruz and Porto- 
bello, and tranſmitted 1 poſt through the king- 

"Irme, Granada, Peru, and New 
Spain. With no lels regularity packet-boats fail 
once in two months to Rio de la Plata, for the ac- 
commodativn of the provinces to the caſt of the 


Andes. 
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B O O K Andes. Thus proviſfion-is made for a ſpeedy and 


VIII. 
—ů— 


certain cireulation of intelligenee throughout the 
vaſt dominions of Spain, from whieh equal advan- 
tages muſt redound to the political and mercantile 
intereſt of the kingdom. With this new arrange- 
mettt, a feheme of extending commetce has been 
more immediately connected. Each of the packct. 
boats, which are veſſels of fome eonſiderable bur- 
den; is allowed to take in half a loading of ſueh 
commadiies as are the product of Spain, and moſt 
in demand in the ports whither they are bound. In 
return for theſe they may bring home to Corugna 


an equal quantity of American productions f. This 


Free trade 


permitted to 


ſeveral pro- 
vinces, 


may be conſidered as the firft relaxations of thoſe 
rigid laws, which confined'the trade with the New 
World to a fragle port, and cue firſt attempt to 
admit the reſt of the kingdom to ſome ſhare in it. 
Ir was foon followed by one more deeiſive. In 
the year 1765, Charles III. laid open the trade to 
the windward iflands, Cuba, Hiſpaniola, Porto 
Rico, Margarita, and Trinidad, to his ſubjects in 
K ee, of Spain. He permitted them to 
fail from certain ports in each of theſe ſpecified in 
the ediR, at any ſeaſon, and with whatever cargo 


they deemed moſt proper, without any other war- 


rant than a ſimple clearance from the cuſtom- houſe 
of the place whence they took their departure. 
He releaſed them from the numerous and oppreſ- 
five duties impoſed on goods exported to America, 
and in place of the whole ſubſtituted a moderate 
tax of (ix in the hundred on the commodities ſent 
from Spain. He allowed them to return either to 
the ſame port, or to any other where they might 
hope for a more advantageous market, and there 
to enter the homeward cargo, on payment of 
the uſual duties. This ample privilege which 

at 


* Ponz Viage de Eſpagna, vi. Prol. p. 15. 
+ Append. 4 la Educ. Pop. p. . , 
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once broke through all the fences, which the jea- 0 Oo OR 
lous policy of Spain had been labouring for two VIII. 
centuries and a half to throw round its commercial 


intercourſe with the New World, was ſoon after 
extended to Louiſiana, and to the provinces of 
Yucatan and Campeachy *. 


Tre propriety of this innovation, which may Þeneficial 
be confidered as the moſt liberal effort of Spaniſh 


legiſlation, has appeared from its effects. Prior to 
the edict in favour of the free trade, Spain deriy- 
ed hardly any benefit from its neglected colonies 
in Hiſpaniola, Porto-Rico, Margarita, and Trini- 
dad. Its commerce with Cuba was inconfiderable, 
and that of Yucatan and Campeachy was ingroſſed 
almoſt entirely by interlopers. But as ſoon as a 
general liberty of trade was permitted, the inter- 
courſe with thoſe provinces revived, and has gone 
on with a rapidity of progreſhon, of which there 
are few examples 1n the hiſtory of nations. In 
leſs than ten years, the trade of Cuba has been 
more than tripled. , Even in thoſe ſettlements, 
where from the languiſhing ſtate of induſtry, great- 
er efforts were requiſite to reſtore its activity, their 
commerce has been doubled. It is computed, that 
ſuch a number of ſhips is already employed in the 
free trade, that the tonnage of them far exceeds 
that of the Galeons and Flota, at the moſt flouriſh- 
ing æra of their commerce. The benefits of this 
arrangement are not confined to a few merchants, 
eſtabliſhed in a favourite port. They are diffuſed 
through every province of the kingdom; and by 
opening a new market for their various produc- 
tions and manfaRures, inuſt encourage and add 
vivacity to the induſtry of the farmer and artificer. 
Nor does the kingdom profit only by what it ex- 

Vor. II. E e ports, 


* Append. ii. a la Educ. Pop. 37. 54. 91. 
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B-O O K ports, it derives advantage likewiſe from what it 
VIII. receives in return, and has the profpeR of being 
ſoon able to ſupply itſelf with ſeveral commodities 
of extenſive conſumption, for which it formerly 
-depended on foreigners. The conſumption of 
ſugar in Spain is perhaps as great, in proportion to 
the number of its inhabitants, as that of any Euro- 
pean kingdom. But though poſſeſſed of countries 
in the New World, 'whoſe ſoil and climate are moſt 
-proper for rearing that valuable plant, though the 
- domeſtic culture of the ſugar-eane in the kingdom 
of Granada was once conſiderable, ſuch has been 
the fatal tendency of its inſtitutions in America, 
and fuch the preſſure of injudicious taxes in Eu- 
rope, that Spain has loſt almoſt entirely this branch 
of induſtry, which has enriched other nations, 
This commodity, which has now become an arti- 
cle of primary neceſſity in Europe, the Spaniards 
were obliged to purchaſe of foreigners, and had 
the mortification to ſee their country drained an- 
nually of an immenſe ſum on that account“. But 
if that ſpirit, which the permiſſion of free trade 
has put in motion, fhall perſevere in its efforts with 
the ſame vigour, the cultivation of ſugar in Cuba 
and Porto-Rico may increaſe ſo much, that in a 
few years their growth may be equal to the demand 

of the kingdom. | 
Freed, Her experience of the beneficial conſequences 
between the reſulting from having relaxed ſomewhat of the 
colonies: rigour of her ancient laws with reſpect to the 
commerce of the mother-country with the colo- 
' nies, has induced Spain to permit a more liberal 
intercourſe of one colony with another. By one 
of the jealous maxims of the old ſyſtem, all com- 
' munication between the various provinces ſituated 
PEE: on 


* VUttariz, c. 94. 
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on the South Seas, was prohibited under the moſt B O0 O k 
ſevere penalties. Though each of theſe yield pe- VIII. 
culiar productions, the reciprocal exchange of 


which might have added to the happineſs of their 
reſpective inhabitants, or have facilitated their 
progreſs in induſtry, ſo ſolicitous was the Council 
of the Indies, to prevent their receiving any ſupply 
of their wants but by the periodical flcets from 
Europe; that in order to guard againſt this, it eru- 
elly Ebarted the Spaniards in Peru, in New Spain, 
in Guatimala, and the New Kingdom of Granada, 
from ſuch a correſpondence with their fellow ſub- 


jects, as tended manifeſtly to their mutual proſpe- 


rity. Of all the numerous reſtrictions deviſed by 
Spain for ſecuring the excluſive trade with her 
American ſettlements, none perhaps was more 111i- 
beral, none ſeems io have been more ſenſibly felt, 
or to have produced more hurtful effects. This 
grievance, coeval with the ſettlements of Spain in 
the New World, is at laſt redreſſed. In the 


year 1774, Charles III. publiſhed an edict, grant- 


ing to the four vaſt provinces which I have men- 
tioned, the privilege of a free trade with each 
other“. What may be the effects of opening this 
communication between countries deſtined by 
their ſituation for reciprocal intercourſe, cannot 
yet be determined by experience. They can 
hardly fail of being beneficial and extenſive. 
The motives for granting this permiſſion are ma- 
nifeſtly no leſs laudable, than the principle on 
which it is founded is liberal; and both diſcover 
the progreſs of a ſpirit in Spain far elevated above 
the narrow prejudices and maxims on which their 
* for regulating the trade, and conducting 
the government of their colonies, was originally 
founded. 


Ee 2 Ar 


* Real Cedula penes me. Ponz. Viage de Eſpagna vi. 
Prologo, p. 2. NOTE XCII. 
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BOOK AT the ſame time that Spain has been intent on 
VIII. © introducing regulations, ſuggeſted by more en- 

do e larged views of policy, into her ſyſtem of Ameri. 
ew regu- | 1 

lations con- CAN commerce, ſhe has not been inattentive to the 

cerning the interior government of her colonies. Here too 


% 


government 


of the colo. there was much room for reformation and iniprove- 

nies. ment, and Don Joſeph Galvez, who has now the 

direction of the department for Indian affairs in 

Spain, has enjoyed the beſt opportunities not only 

of obſcrving the defects and corruption in the po- 

litical frame of the colonies, but of diſcovering the 

ſources of thoſe evils. Aſter being employed ſeven 

years in the New World on an extraordinary mil. 

ſion, and with very extenſive powers, as inſpector- 

general of New Spain, after viſiting in perſon the 

remote provinces of Cinaloa, Sonora, and Califor- 

nia, and making ſeveral important alterations in 

the ſtate of their police and revenue; he began his 

| miniſtry with a general reformation of the tribu- 

Reforma» nals of juſtice in America. In conſequence of the 

tion of tie. progreſs of population and wealth in the colonies, 

juſtice the buſineſs of the Courts of Audience has en- 

creaſed ſo much, that the number of Judges of 

which they were originally compoſed, has been 

found inadequate to the growing labours and dutics 

of the office, and the ſalaries ſettled upon them, 

inferior to the dignity of the ſtation. As a remedy 

for both, he obtained a royal edict, eſtabliſhing an 

additional number of judges in each court of Au— 

dicnce, with higher titles and more ample appoint- 
ments. 9 5 

New diftri- Jo the ſame intelligent miniſter Spain is indebt- 

utton OT . . . . . 

rovem. Cd for a new diſtribution of government in its 

ments American provinces. Even fince the eſtabliſhment 

of a third viceroyalty in the New Kingdom of 

Granada, ſo prodigious 1s the cxtent of the wn 

ni 


” of 


- * Gazette de Madrid, 19th of March, 1976. 
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niſh dominions in the New World, that ſeveral BOOK 
places ſubje@ to the juriſdiction of each of the VIII. 
viceroys, were at ſuch an enormous diſtance from "vx 
the capitals in which they reſided, that neither 

their attention, nor their authority, could reach 
them. Some provinces ſubordinate to the viceroy 

of New Spain, lay about two thouſand miles from 
Mexico. There are countries ſubject tothe viceroy 

of Peru ſtill farther from Lima. The people in 

thoſe remote diſtricts, could hardly be ſaid to 
enjoy the benefit of civil government. The op- 
preſſion and inſolence of its inferior miniſters they 

often feel, and rather ſubmit to theſe in filence, 


. than :avolee themſelves in the expence and trou- 
le ble of reſorting to the diſtant capitals, where 
r. WH alone they can find redreſs. As a remedy for this, New vice- 
; royalty Au- 
n 2 fourth viceroyalty bas been erected, to the Ju- guſt 1776, 


is riſdiction of which are ſubjected the previ. 2 rio wes 5 
ces of Rio de la Plata, Buenos-Ayres, Para- 
guay, Tucuman, Potoſi, St*, Cruz de la Sicrra, 
Charcas, and the towns of Mendoza and St. 
Juan. By this well judged arrangement, two 
advantages are gained, All the inconveniences 
occaſioned by the remote ſituation of thoſe pro- 
vinces, which had been lon 5 felt, and long com- 
plained of, are remoyed, The countries moſt diſ- 
tant from Lima are ſeparated from the viceroyalty 
of Peru, and united under a ſuperior, whoſe ſeat 
of government at Buenos-Ayres will be commo- 
dious and acceſſible. The contraband trade with 
the Portugueſe, which was become ſo extenſive, 
as muſt have put a final ſtop to the exportation of 
commodities from Spain to her ſouthern colonies, 


nt may be checked more thoroughly, and with great- 
of er facility, when the ſupreme magiſtrate, by his 
0a- vicinity to the places in which it is carried on, can 
iſh view its progreſs and effects with his own eyes. 


Don Pedro Zevallos, who has been raiſed to this 
Dew 
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BOO K new dignity, with appointments equal to thoſe of 
VIII. the other viceroys, is well acquainted both with 
the ſtate and the intereſt of the countries over 
which he is to preſide, having ſerved in them long 
and with diſtinction. By this diſmemberment, 
ſuccceding that which took place at the erection of 
the viceroyalty of the New Kingdom of Granada, 
almoſt two- third parts of the territories originally 
ſubject to the viceroys of Peru, are now lopped off 

from their juriſdiction. ö 
New 80-., THe limits of the viceroyalty of New Spain 
proviuces of have likewiſe been conſiderably circumſcribed, 
Sonora, cc. and with no leſs propriety and diſcernment. Four 
of its moſt remote provinces, Sonora, Cinaloa, Ca- 
lifornia, and New Navarre, have been formed'into 
a ſeparate government. The Chevalier de Croix, 
who is intruſted with this command, is not dig- 
nified with the title of viceroy, nor does he enjoy 
the appointments belonging to that rauk, but his 
juriſdiction and authority is altogether indepen- 
dent on the viceroyalty of New Spain. The erec- 
tion of this laſt government ſeems to have been 
ſuggeſted, not 7 by the conſideration of the 
remote ſituation of thoſe provinces from Mexico, 
but by attention to the late diſcoveries made there, 
which I have mentioned“. Countries containing 
ſuch riches, and which probably may riſe into 
ſuch importance, required the immediate in ſpce- 
tion of a governor, to whom they were ſpecially 
committed. As every conſideration of duty, of 
intereſt, and of vanity, muſt concur in prompting 
thoſe new governors to'encourage ſuch exertions as 
tend to diffuſe opulence and proſperity through the 
provinces committed to their charge, the beneficial 
effects of this arrangement may be conſiderable. 
Many diſtricts in America long depreſſed by the 
languor and feebleneſs natural to provinces which 
cCompoſe 
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compoſe the extremities of an overgrown empire, BO Ok 
may be animated with vigour and activity when VIII. 
brought ſo near the ſeat of power, as to feel its in 


vigorating influence. 


Sucn, ſince the acceſſion of the Bourbons to attempts to 
the throne of Spain, has been the progreſs of their form do- 
regulations, and the, gradual expanſion. of their ih. 


views with reſpe& to. the commerce. and. govern- 
ment of their American . colonies. Nor has their 
attention been ſo entirely engroſſed by what related 


tothe more remote parts of their dominions, as to. 

render them neglectful of what was ſtill more im- 
portant, the, reformation of dameſtic errors and 
defects in policy. Fully ſenfible of the cauſes to. . 


which the declenſion of Spain, from her former 
proſperity, ought to be imputed ; they have made 


It a great object of their policy, to revive a ſpirit of 


induſtry among their ſubjects, and to give ſuch 


extent and perfection to their manufactures, that 
they may be able to ſupply the demands of Ame- 


rica from their own ſtock, and to exclude foreign- 
ers from a branch of commerce which has been ſo 


fatal to the kingdom, This they have endeavoured. 
to accompliſh, by a variety of 


edicts iflued ſince 


— 


the peace of Utrecht. They have granted boun- 


ties for the encouragement of ſome branches of in- 
duſtry; they have lowered the taxes on others; 


they have prohibited, or have loaded with addi- 
tional duties, ſuch foreign manufactures as come in 
competition with them; they have inſtituted ſocie- 


ties for the improvement of trade and agriculture; 
they have planted, colonies of huſbandmen in ſome. 
uncultivated diſtricts of Spain, and divided among 
them the waſte fields; they have had [recourſe to 
every expedient deviſed by commercial wiſdom, 
or commereial jealouſy, for reviving their own in- 
luſtry, and diſcountenancing that of other na- 
tions. Theſe, however, it is not my province to. 

9 Sb FAT explain, 
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BO O K explain, or to inquire into their propriety and ef. 


VIII. fects. There is no effort of legiſlation more ar- 


duous, no experiment in policy more uncertain, 


* 


than an attempt to revive the ſpirit of induſtry 
where it has declined, or to introduce it where it 
is unknown. Nations already poſſeſſed of exten- 
five commerce, enter into competition with ſuch 
advantages, derived from the -large capitals of 
their merchants, the dexterity of their manufac- 
turers, the alertneſs acquired by habit in every de- 
partment of buſineſs, that the ſtate which aims at 
rivalling, or ſupplanting them, muft expect to 
ſtruggle with many difficulties, and be content to 
advance flowly. If the quantity of productive in- 
duſtry now in Spain, compared with that of the 
kingdom under the liſtleſs monarchs of the Aul- 
trian line, its progreſs muſt appear conſiderable, 
and 1s ſufficient to alarm the jealouſy, and to call 
forth the moſt vigorous efforts of-the nations now 
in poſſeſſion of the lucrative trade which the Spa- 
niards aim at wreſting from them. One circum- 
ſtance may render thoſe exertions of Spain an 
object of more ſerious attention to the other Euro- 
pean powers. They are not to be aſcribed wholly 
to the influence of the crown and 1ts miniſters. 
The ſentiments and ſpirit of the people ſeem to 
ſecond the provident care of their monarchs, and 
to give it greater effect. They have adopted more 
liberal ideas, not only with reſpe& to commerce, 
but domeſtic policy. In all their later writers, de- 
feas in their arrangements concerning both are 
acknowledged, and remedies propoſed, which 
pride would not have allowed their anceſtors to 
confeſs, and ignorance rendered them incapable of 
diſcerning *. But after all that the Spaniards have 
done, much remains to do. Many pernicious in- 
SY | 1 ub TEIN ſtitutions 


„ See NOTE XCVIIL 
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ſtitutions and abuſes deeply incorporated with the B O'O K 

ſyſtem of internal policy and taxation, which has VIII. 

been long-eſtabliſhed in Spain, muſt be aboliſhed —"W> 

before induſtry and manufactures can recover an 

extenſive activity. | 

ST1LL, however, the commercial regulations of Contraband 

Spain with reſpe& to her colonies, are too rigid *“ 

and ſyſtematical to be carried into complete execu- 

tion. The legiſlature that loads trade with impo- 

ſitions too heavy, or fetters it by reſtrictions too 

ſevere, deſeats its own intention; and, in truth, 

is only multiplying the inducements to violate its 

ſtatutes, and propoſing an high premium to encou- 

rage illicit traffie The Spaniards, both in Europe 

and America, circumſcribed in their mutual inter- 

courſe by the jealouſy, or oppreſſed by the exac- 

tions of the crown, have their invention continually 

on the ſtretch how to elude its edits. The vigi- 

lance .and ingenuity of private intereſt diſcover 

means of effecting this, which public wiſdom can- 

not foreſee, nor public authority prevent. This 

ſpirit, counteraCting that of the laws, pervades the 

commerce of Spain with America in all its branch- 

es; and from the higheſt departments in govern- 

ment, deſcends to the loweſt. The very officers 

appointed to check contraband trade, are often 

employed as inſtruments in carrying it on; and 

the boards inſtituted to reſtrain and puniſh it, are 

the channels through which it flows. The king is 

ſuppoſed to be defrauded by various artifices, of 

more than one half of the revenue which he ought 

to receive from America “*; and as long as it is the 

intereſt of ſo many perſons to ſcreen thoſe artifices 

from deteQtion, the knowledge of them will never 

reach the throne. © How many ordinances,” ſays 

Corita, © how many inſtructions, how many let- 
ters 


2 Solorz de Ind. jure, ii. lib. v. 
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BOOK “ ters from our ſovereign, are ſent in order to cox. 

VIII. «rect abuſes, and how little are they obſerved, and 

What ſmall advantage is derived from them! To 

* me the old obſervation appears juſt, that where 

there are many phyſicians, and many medicines, 

there is a want of health; where there are many 

<« Jaws, and many judges, there is a want of juſtice. 

« We have viceroys, prefidents, governors, oydors, 

ce corrigidors,. alcades, and thouſands of alguazils 

« abound every. where; but notwithſtanding all 

« theſe, public abuſes continue to multiply *.” 

Time has encreaſed the evils which he lamented as 

early as the reign. of Philip II. A ſpirit of corrup- 

tion has infected all the colonies of Spain in Ame- 

rica. Men far removed from the ſeat of govern- 

ment, impatient to acquire wealth, that they may 

return ſpeedily from what they are apt to conſider 

as a ſtate of exile in a remote unhealthful country, 

allured by opportunities too tempting to be reſiſted, 

and ſeduced by the example of thole around them, 

find their ſentiments of honour and of duty gradu- 

ally relax. In private life, they give themſelves. 

up to a diflolute luxury, while in their public con- 

duct, they become unmindful of what they owe to 
their ſovereign and their country. 


n Brroxx I cloſe this account af the Spaniſh trade 
Spain and in America, there remains one detached, but im- 
4 * rtant branch of it, to be mentioned. Soon after 


s acceſſion to the throne, Philip II. formed a 
1564. ſcheme of planting a colony in the Philippine 
iflands, which had neglected ſince the time of 
their diſcovery} ; and he accompliſhed it by means 
of an armament fitted out from New. Spain J. Ma- 
nila, in the iſland of Laconia, was. the ſtation 
choſen for the capital of this new eſtabliſhment. 
e e 


* MS. penes me. 
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From it an active commercial intercourſe began BO OK 
with the Chineſe, and a conſiderable number of VIII. 
that induſtrious people, allured by the proſpect of ww 
gain, ſettled in the Philippines under the Spaniſti 
protection. They ſupplied the colony ſo amply: 
with all the valuable productions and manufactures 
of the Eaſt, as enabled it to open a trade with 
America, by a courſe of navigation the longeſt 
from land to land on our globe. In the infancy of 
this trade, it was carried on with Callao; on the 
coaſt of Peru; but experience having diſcovered: 
many difficulties in this mode of communication, 
the ſtaple of this commerce between the eaſt and 
weſt was removed from Callao to Acapulco, on the 
coaſt of New Spain. 

Ar rrR various arrangements, it has been brought 
into a regular form. One or two ſhips depart an- 
nually from Acapulco, which may carry out ſilver 
to the amount of five hundred thouſand peſos “, 
but have hardly any thing elſe of value on board; 
in return for which, they bring back ſpices, drugs, 
china, and japan wares, callicoes, chintz, muſlins, 
ſilks, and every precious article with which the 
N of the climate, or the ingenuity of its 
people, have enabled the Eaſt to ſupply the reſt of 
the world. For ſome time the merchants of Peru 
were admitted to participitate in this traffic, and 
might ſend annually a ſnip to Acapulco, to wait the 
arrival of the veſſels from Manila, and receive a 
proportional ſhare of the commodities which 7 
imported. At length, the Peruvians were exclud- 
ed by moſt rigorous edicts, and all the commodi- 
ties from the Eaſt reſerved ſolely for the conſump- 
tion of New Spain, 

IN conſequence of this indulgence, the inhabi- 
tants of that country enjoy advantages unknown 


WW 
* Recop. Üb. ix. 2 · 45 I, 6. 
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BO O K in the other Spaniſh colonies. The minufactpree 
VIII. of the Eaſt are not only more ſuited to a warm 
climate, and more ſhowy than thoſe of Europe, 
but can be fold at a lower price; while at the 
ſame time, the profits upon them are ſo confidera- 
ble, as to enrich all thoſe who are employed, ei- 
ther in bringing them from Manila, or vendin 
them in New Spain. As the intereſt. both of the 
buyer and ſeller concurred in favouring this branch 
of commerce, it continued to extend in ſpite of 
regulations, concerted with the moſt anxious jea- 
louſy to circumſeribe it. Under cover of what the 
laws permit to be imported, vaſt quantities- of In- 
dia goods are poured into the markets of New 
Spain “, and when the flota arrives at Vera Cruz, 
it often finds the wants of the people already ſup- 
plied by cheaper and more acceptable commo- 
dities. 

'THERE is nat in the commercial arrangements 
of Spain, any circumſtance more inexplicable than 
the permiſſion of this trade between New Spain 
and the Philippines, or more repugnant to 11s fun- 
damental maxim of holding the colonies in perpe- 
tual dependance on the mother- country, by pro- 
hibiting any commercial intercourſe that might 
ſuggeſt to them the idea of receiving a ſupply of 
their wants from any other quarter. This permiſ- 
Gon muſt appear ſtill more extraordinary, from 
conſidering that Spain herſelf carries on no direct 
trade with her ſettlements in the Philippines, and 
grants a privilege to one of her American colonies, 
which ſhe denies to her ſubjects in Europe. It is 
probable, that the coloniſts which originally took 

poſſeſſion of the Philippines, having been ſent out 
irom New Spain; began this intercourſe with a 

country 
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country which they conſidered, in ſome meaſure, B O OK 
as their parent ſtate, before the court of Madrid VIII. 
was aware of its conſequences, or could eſtabliſh r 
regulations in order to prevent it. Many remon- 
ſtrances have been preſented againſt this trade, as 
detrimental to Spain, by diverting into another 
channel, a large portion-of that treaſure which 
ought to flow into the kingdom, as tending to give 
riſe to a ſpirit of independence in the colonies, and 
to encourage innumerable frauds, againſt which 
it was impoſſible to guard, in tranfattions ſo far 
removed from the inſpeQtion of government. 
But as it requires no ſlight effort of political wiſdom 
and vigour to aboliſh any practice, which numbers 
are Intereſted in ſupporting, and to which time has 
added the ſanction of its authority, the commerce 
betwixt Acapulco and Manila ſeems to be as con- 
ſiderable as ever, and may be conſidered as one 
chief cauſe of the elegance and ſplendor conſpicu- 
ous in this part of the Spaniſh dominions. 

Bo r notwithſtanding this general corruption in public reve- 
the colonies, and all the defalcations of the public nu from 
revenue, by the illicit importation of foreign com- 
modities, or by the fraudulent arts of its own ſub- 


t JeAs, the Spaniſh monarchs receive a very con- 
f ſiderable ſum from their American dominions. 
= This ariſes from taxes of various kinds, which ma 
n be divided into three capital branches. The firſt 
& contains what is paid to the king, as ſovereign, or 
d ſuperior lord of the New World: to this claſs be- 
8, longs the duty on the gold and ſilver raiſed from 
is the mines, and the tribute exacted from the In- 
ok dians; the former is termed by the Spaniards the 
ut right of figniority, the latter is the duty of vaſſalage. 
a The ſecond branch comprehends the numerous 
ry duties upon commerce, which accompany and op- 


preſs it in every ſtep of its progreſs, from the great- 
elt tranſactions of the wholeſale merchant, to the 


petty 
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'BOOK petty traffic of the vender by retail. 'The third 

VIII. includes what accrues to the king, as head of the 

church, and adminiſtrator of eccleſiaſtical funds in 

the New World. In conſequence of this he re- 

ceives the firſt fruits, annats, ſpoils, and other ſpi- 

ritual revenues levied by the apoſtolic chamber in 

Europe; and is entitled likewiſe, to the profit ari- 

ing from the ſale of the bull of Cruzado. This, 

which is publiſhed every two years, contains an 

abſolution from paſt offences by the Pope, and, 

among other immunities, a permiſhon to eat ſeveral 

kinds of prohibited food, during lent, and on mea- 

gre days. The monks employed in diſperſing 

thoſe bulls, extol their virtues with all the fervour 

of intereſted eloquence ; the people ignorant and 

credulous, liſten with 1mplicit aflent ; and every 

_ perſon in the Spaniſh colonies, of, European, Creo- 

lian, or mixed race, purchaſes a bull, which is 

deemed eflential to his ſalvation, at the rate ſet 
upon it by government“. 

Its amount. WHAT may be the amount of thoſe various 

funds, it is almoſt impoſſible to determine with 

reciſion. The extent of the Spaniſh dominions 

in America, the jealouſy of government, which 

renders them inacceſſible to foreigners, the myſte- 

rious ſilence which the Spaniards are accuſtomed to 

obſerve with reſpe& to the interior ſtate of their 

colonies, combine in covering this ſubje& with a 

veil which it is not eaſy to remove. But an ac- 

count, apparently no leſs accurate, than it is curious, 

has lately been publiſhed of the royal revenue in 

New Spain, from which we may -form ſome idea 

Wwtth reſpect to what is collectec in the other pro- 

vinces. According to that account the crown does 


not receive from all the departments of taxation in 
New 


* See NOTE C. 
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New Spain, above a million of our money, from B O O K 
which one half muſt be deducted as the expence VIII. 
of the provincial eſtabliſhment *. Peru, it is pro- TY 
bable, yields a ſum not inferior to this, and if 

we ſuppoſe that all the other regions of 'America, 
including the iſlands, furniſh a third ſhare of 
equal value ; we ſhall not perhaps be far wide from 

the truth, if we conclude, that the net public re- 
venue of Spain, raiſed in America, does not ex- 

ceed a million and a half ſterling. This falls far 

ſhort of the immenſe ſums, to which ſuppoſitions, 
founded upon conjecture, have raiſed the Spaniſh 
revenue in America f. It is remarkable, how- 

ever, upon one account. Spain and Portugal are 

the only European powers, who derive a direct 
revenue from their colonies as their quota to- 
wards defraying the general expence ee 

ment. All the advantages that accrues to other 
nations, from their American dominions, ariſes 
from the excluſive enjoyment of their trade; but 
beſide this, Spain has brought her colonies to con- 
tribute to increaſe the power of the ſtate ; and in + 
return for protection, to bear a proportional ſhare 

of the common burden. 

AccoRDINGLY what I have computed as the 
amount of the Spaniſh revenue from America, | 
comprehends only the taxes collected there, and 1s | 
far from being the whole of what accrues to the 
king from his dominions in the New World. The 
heavy duties impoſed on the commodities export- 
ed from Spain to America], as well as what is 
paid by thoſe which ſhe ſends home in return; the 
tax upon the negroc- ſlaves, with which Africa ſup- 

| plies 
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BOO K plies the New World, together with ſeveral ſmaller 

VIII. branches of finance, bring large ſums into the 

ID treaſury, the preciſe extent of which I cannot pre- 
tend to aſcertain. PALIN ack | 

Expence t, Bur if the revenue which Spain draws from 

don. America be great, the expence of adminiſtration 

in her colonies bears proportion to it. In every 

department, even of her domeſtic police and finan- 

ces, Spain has adopted a ſyſtem more complex, 

and more encumbered with a varicty of tribunals, 

and a multitude of officers, than that of any Eu- 

ropean nation, in which the ſovereign poſſeſſes 

ſuch extenſive power. From the jealous ſpirit with 

which ſhe watches over her American ſettlements, 

and her endeavours to guard againſt fraud in pro- 

vinces ſo remote from in ſpection; boards and oft- 

cers have been multiplied there with ſtill more anx- 

ious attention. In a country where the expence 

of living is great, the ſalaries allotted to every per- 

ſon in public office muſt be high, and muſt load 

the revenue with an immenſe burden. The pa- 

rade of government greatly augments the weight of 

it. Tbe viceroys of Mexico, Peru, and the New 

Kingdom of Granada, as repreſentatives of the 

king's perſon, among people fond of oſtentation, 

maintain all the ſtate and dignity of royalty 

Their courts are formed upon the model of that 

at Madrid, with horſe and foot-guards, a houſe- 

hould regularly eſtabliſhed, numerous attendants, 

and enſigns of power, diſplaying ſuch pomp, 2s 

hardly retains the appearance of a delegated autho- 

rity. All the expence incurred * ſupporting the 

external and permanent order of government * 

defrayed by the crown. The viceroys have beſides 

peculiar appointments ſuited to their exalted ſta- 

tion. The ſalaries fixed by law are indeed es 

tremely moderate, that of the viceroy of Peru 1s 


only thirty thouſand ducats; and that of the * 
70 


4 
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roy of Mexico twenty thouſand ducats*, Of late, B © © K 


they have been raiſed to forty thouſand. 


- 


py of their revenue. The exerciſe of an abfo- 


Jute authority extending to. every department of 


government, and the power of diſpoſing of many 
lucrative offices, affords to them innumerable op- 
portunities of accumulating wealth. To theſe, 
which may be confidered as legal and allowed 
emoluments, vaſt ſums are often added by exac- 
tioas, Which in countries ſo far removed from the 
ſeat of government, it is not eaſy to diſcover, and 
impoſſible to reſtrain. By monopolizing ſome 
branches of commerce, by a lucrative concern in 
others, by conniving at the frauds of merchants, 
a viceroy may raiſe ſuch an annual revenue, as no 
ſubject of any European monarch enjoys f. From 
the ſingle article of preſents made to him on the 
anniverſary of his Name-day (which is always ob- 
ſerved as an high feſtival), I am informed that a 
viceroy has been known to receive ſixty thoufand 
peſos. According to a Spaniſh ſaying, the legal 
revenues of a viceroy are known, his real profits 
depend upon his opportunities and his conſcience. 
Conſcious of this, the kings of Spain, as I have 
formerly obſerved, grant a commiſſion to their 
viceroy only for a few years. This circumſtance, 
however, renders them often more rapacious, and 
adds to the ingenuity and ardour wherewith they 
labour to improve every moment of power which 
they know is haſtening faſt to a period; and ſhort 
as its duration is, it uſually affords ſufficient time 
for repairing a ſhattered fortune, or creating a new 
one. But even in fituations ſo trying to human 
frailty, there are inſtances of virtue that remain 
unſeduced. In the year 1772, the Marquis de 

Vor. II. F f Croix 


* Recop. lib. ili. tit. iii. c. 72. + See NOTE CIV. 
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B © k eroix finiſhed the term of his viceroyalty in New 
vat unfufpected integrity; and. inftead of 

me exorbitant wealth, returned with 


Spain wit 
Io bringing 1 


4 the admiration and applauſe of a grateful, people, 
whom his government had rendered happy. 


- 
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NOTE L p x. 


Our knowledge of- the events which happened in the 
conqueſt of New Spain, is derived from ſources of infor- 
mation more original and authentic than that of any tran- 
ſaction in the hiſtory of America. The letters of Cortes 
to the Emperor Charles V. are the moſt valuable of theſe, 
and the firſt in order of time. As Oortes early aſſumed a 
command independent of Velaſquez, it became neceſſary to 
| convey ſuch an account of his operations to Madrid, as might 
procure him the approbation of his ſovereign, 


Tux firſt of his diſpatches has never been made public. 
It was ſent from Vera-Cruz, July 16, 1519. It muſt have 
come to the Emperor's hands while he was in Germany, 
as he left Spain on the 22d of May in that year, in order 
to receive the imperial crown. I have made diligent fearch 
for a copy of this' diſpatch, both in Spain and in Germany, 
but without ſucceſs, This, however, is of leſs conſe- 
quence, as it ceuld not contain any thing very material, 
being written ſo ſoon after Cortes arrived in New Spain. 
The ſecond diſpatch, dated October 30, 1520, oy 


iſhed 


liſfiet at Seviſte, A. D. 7422, and the Gr und Fourth 


valuable coll 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ſoon after they were received. A Latin tranſlation of them 
appeared in Germany A. D. x1 532: Ramuſio ſoon after 
made them more bear ally known, inſertigg them in his 
ion. "They contain a 1 minute hiſ- 
ory; an the expedition, with many curious particulars con- 
the policy and manners of the Mexicans. The 
jeu 4 oes honour to Cortes; the ſtyle is ſimple and perſpi- 
cuous; but as it was manifeſtly his intereſt to repreſent his 
own actions in the faireſt light, his victories are probably 
exaggerated, his loſſes diminiſhed, and his acts of rigour 
and violence . ſoftened, | 


Tus next in order is the Cronica de la ; "hot Eſpagna, 
by Franciſco Lopez de Gomara, publiſhed A. D. 1554, 
: hiſtorical merit is conſiderable. His mode of 
marration is clear, flowing, always agreeable, and ſometimes 
elegant. But be is frequently inaccurate and credulous; and 
as he was the domeſtic chaplain of Cortes after his return 
from New Spain, and probably compoſed his work at his 
geſire, it is manifeſt that he labouts to magnify the merit of 
his hero, and to conceal or extenuate ſuch tranſactions as 


Were unfavourtble th his character. Of this Herrera ac- 


cufes bim in one; inftahee, Dec. ji, lib, iii, e. 2. and it is 
not once only that this is conſpicuous. He writes, howe- 
ver, with ſo much freedom eonecrning ſeveral meaſures of 
the. Spaniſh court, that the copies bath of his Hiſtoria de 
lat Indian, and of his Cronica, were called in by a degree 
of the council of the Indies, and they were long conſidered 
2s prohibited hooks in Spain, though of late licence to print 
them has been granted, Pinele Piblioth, E 


Ius chronicle of r d Bernal Dias del Caſ- 
tille 49 compoſe his E _ de Ia Conquiſta de 
b Nueva Eſpagna. yr been aj adventurer i in each of 
the errei e New Spain, and was the co mpanion of 
Cortes in all his 727 and perils, hen he found that 


neither he himſelf gor many of his fellow-ſoldiers were 
oe mentioned 91955 Ken but that the fame of all their 
exploits was aſcr: 


Cortes; the gallant ald veteran 
laid hold of his pen Ext indignation, and c ſed his 
true hiſtory. It contains 2 pralix, minute, confuſed nar- 
tative of all 1 operations, in ſuch a rude vulgar ** 
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as might be from an illiterate ſoldier. But as he 
relates tranfations of which he was witneſs, and in which 
marks of authenticity, and is accompanied with ſuch a plea- 
fant naivets, with ſuch intereſting details, with. ſuch amuſ- 
ing vanity, and yet ſo pardonabſe in an old foldier who had 
been (as he boaſts) in a hundred and nimeteen battles, as 
renders his book one of the moſt ſingular that is to be found 
jo any language. | 


Par. MazTrs ab Angletia in a Treatife de Infulis 
nuper inventis, added to his Detades. de rebus Ocennieie & 


novo orbe, gives ſome account of Cortes's expedition. Bat 


he proceeds no farther than to relate whit happened after his 
firſt landing, This work, which is brief and flight; ſeems 
to contain the information tranſmitted by Cortes in his firſt 
dilpatehes, embelliſhed with ſeveral particulars eommunicated 
ns author by the officers who brought the letters from 


Bur the book to which the greater part of modern hif- 
totians have had recourſe for inforthation concerning the 
conqueſt of New Spain, is Hiſtoria de la Conquiſta de 
Mefico, per D. Antonio de Solis; firft publiſhed A. D. 
1684. I know no author in any kanguige whoſe literary 
fame has riſen fo far beyond his real merit, De Solis & 
teckoned by His countrymen one of the pureſt writers in 
the Caſtilian tongue ; and if a foreigner may venture to 
give his opinion concerning a matter of which Spaniards 
alone are qualified to judge, he is entitled to that praiſe. 
But, though his language be correR, his taſte in compoſition 
is far from being juſt. His periods are ſo much laboured 
as to be often ſtiff, and ſometimes tumid ; the figures, 


which he employs by way of ornament, are trite or im- 


roper, and his obſervations ſuperficial. Theſe blemiſhes, 
owever, might eaſily be overlooked, if he were not de- 
fective with reſpect to all the great qualities of an hiſtorian. 
Deſtitute of that patient induſtry in reſearch, which con- 
ducts to the knowledge of truth: a ſtranger to that impar- 
tiality which weighs evidence with cool attention, and ever 
bn ae og is favourite ſyſtem of exalting the cha- 
racter of Cortes into that of a perfect hero, exempt from 
error, and adorned with every virtue, he is leſs * to 
: | ViGoVer 


| 
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diſcover what was true, than to relate what might appear 
ſplendid. When he attempts any critical diſcuſſion, his 
reaſonings are fallacious, and founded upon an imperſect 
view of facts. Though he ſometimes quotes the diſpatches 
of Cortes, he ſeems not to have conſulted them; and though 
he ſets out with ſome cenſure on Gomara, he frequently pre- 
fers his authority, the moſt doubtful of any, to that of the 
other contemporary hiſtorians, LG FOR" 


Bur of all the Spaniſh writers, Herrera furniſhes the 
queſt of Mexico, as well as every other tranſaction in 
America. The induſtry and attention with which he con- 
ſulted not only the books, but PE and public 
records, which tended to throw any light upon the ſubject 
of his enquiries, were ſo great, and he uſually judges of the 
evidence before him with ſo much impartiality and candour, 
that his decads may be ranked among the moſt judicious and 
uſeful hiſtorical collections. If, by attempting to relate the 
various occurrences in the New World in a ſtrict chronolo- 

ical order, the arrangement 6f events in his work- had not 
been rendered ſo perplexed, diſconnected, and obſcure, that 
it is an unpleaſant taſk to collect from different parts of 
his book, and piece together the detached ſhreds of a ſtory, 
he might juſtly have been ranked among the moſt eminent 
hiſtorians of his country. He gives an account of the ma- 
terials: from which he compoſed his work, Dec. vi. lib. iii, 
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NOTE I. p. 3. 


(Corres purpoſed to have gone in the train of Ovanda 
when he ſet out for his go 
was detained by an accident. As he was attempting in a 
dark night to ſcramble up to the window of a lady's bed. 
chamber, with whom he carried on an intrigue, an old wall, 
on the top of which he had mounted, gave way, and he was 
ſo much bruiſed by the fall as to be unfit for the voyage. 
Gomara, Cronica de la Nueva Eſpagna, cap. 1, 2 


NOTE III. p. 5. 


(Corres had two thouſand peſos in the hands of Andrew 
Duero, aud he borrowed four thouſand. "Theſe ſums are 
about equal in value to fifteen hundred pounds ſterling; 
but as the price of every thing was extremely high in Ame- 
rica, they made Dt Inte ock when applied in this man- 


ner. Herrera, Dec, ii. lib. iii. c. 2. B. Diaz. c. 20. 


NOTE IV. p. 9. 


Tar. names of thoſe gallant officers, which will often 
occur in the ſubſequent ſtory, were Juan Velaſquez de 
Leon, Alonſo Hernandez Portocarrero, Franciſco de Mon- 
tejo, Chriſtoval de Old, Juan de Eſcalante, Franciſco de 
Morla, Pedro de Alvarado, Franciſco de Salceda, Juan de 
Eſcobar, Gines de Nortes. Cortes himſeif commanded the 
Capitana, or Admiral. Franciſco de Orozeo, an officer 
formed in the wars of Italy, had the command of the artil- 
lery. The experienced 2 acted as chief pilot. 


NOTE 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 


NOTE V. p. 11. 


0 In thoſe different conflicts, the [Spaniards loft on! twd 


men, but had a conſiderable number wounded. ugh 
there be no occaſion for recourſe to any ſupernatural cauſe 
to account either for the greatneſs of their victories, or the 
{mallnefs of their loſs, the Spaniſh hiſtorians fail not to aſ- 
eribe both to the prongs of St. J the tutelar Saint of 
their country, who, as they relate, fonght at the head of 
their countrymen, and by his proweſs gave a turn to the 
fate of the battle, Gomara is the firſt who mentions this 
apparition of St. James. It is amuſing to obſerve the em- 
barraſſment of B. Diaz de Caſtillo, occaſioned by the ſtrug- 
gle between his ſuperſtition and his yeraeity. The former 
Tiſpoſed him to believe this miracle, the latter reftrained 
him from affirming it. “ I acknowledge, ſays he, that all 
dur Exploits and victories are owing to our Lotd Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that in this battle there was fuch a number of 
Indians to every one bf us, that if each had thrown à hand- 
tel '6f earth they might have buried us, if by the great 
meręy of God we had not been protected. It may be that 
the perſon whom Gomarz mentions as having appeared on 
a mottled grey horſe, was the glorious apoſtle Signor St. 


Jago, or Signor St. Pedro ; and that I, as —_ a ſinner, 


was not worthy to ſee him. This I know, that I faw 


- _ Franciſco de Morla bn ſuch a horſe, but as an unworthy 
tranſgreſſor, did not deſerve to ſee any of the holy apoſtles. 


It may have been the will of God, that it was ſo ns Go- 
mara relates, but until I read his Chronicle I never heard 
among any of the Conquerors that ſuch a thing had happen 


xd. Cap. 3+ 


SEveRAL Spaniſh hifforians relate this occurrence 
in ſuch terms, as f they wiſhed it ſhould be believed, that 
the Indians loaded with the preſents, had carried them 
trom the capital in the ſame ſhort ſpace of time that 
BY oovutters performed that journey. This is — 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 


and Gomara mentions a circumſtance which ſhews, that 
nothing extraordinary happened on this occaſion. This 
rich preſent had been prepared for Grijalva, when he 
touched at the ſame place ſome months before, and was 
now ready to be delivered, as foon as Montezuta ſent ory 
ders for that purpoſe. Gomara, Cton. c. xxvii, p. 28. 


AccorninG to B. Diaz del Caſtillo, the value of the 
fitrer plate teprofenting the moon, was alone above twenty 
facufund peſds, about fe thouſand pounds fterling. 


NOTE YE. . 22. 


Tis rivate traffic was my contrary to the inſtrue- 
tions of 1 enjoined, that whatever was ac- 
uired by trade thould be thrown into the common ſtock. 
Bat it appears, that the {ſoldiers had each a private aſſort- 
ment of toys, and other goods proper for the Indian trade, 
38d Cortes Nb vour by encouraging this under- 
hand barter, B. Diaz, c. 44. 


NOTE VIl „ 32 


GouARA has publiſhed a catalogue of the various ar- 


1. of which this prefent conſiſted. Cron. c. 49. P. 
artyr ab Angleria, who ſaw them after they were brought 


io Spain, and who ſeems to have examined them with great 
attention, gives a deſcription of each, which is curious, 
as it conveys ſome idea of the progreſs which the Mexicans 
had made in ſeveral arts of elegance, De inſulis nuper in- 
yentis liber, p. 35% GGG. ö 


NOTE IX. p. 38. 


Turk is no circumſtance in the hiſtory of the con- 
queſt of America, which is more queſtionable than the 
account of the numerous armies brought into the field 


againft the Spaniards, As the war with the Tlaſca- 


lans, 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


lans, though 'of ſhort duration, was one of the moſt 
conſiderable which they waged in America, the account 
given of their forces merits ſome attention. The only 
authentic information concerning this is derived from three 
authors. Cortes, in his ſecond diſpatch to the emperor, 


dated at Segura de la Frontera, October 30, 1520, thus 


eſtimates the number of their troops: 'in the firſt battle 
6000; in the ſecond battle 100,000; in the third battle 
150,000, Relat, ap. Ramuſ. iii. 228. Bernal Diaz del 
Caſtillo, who was an eye witneſs, and engaged in all the 
actions of this war, thus reckons their numbers: in the 
firſt battle 3000, p. 43; in the ſecond battle 6000, ibid. 
in the third battle 50,000, p. 45. Gomara, who was 
Cortes's chaplain after his return to Spain, and publiſhed 
his Cronica in 1552, follows the computation of Cortes, 
except in the ſecond battle, where he reckons the Tlaf- 
calans at 80, oo0, p. 49. It was manifeſtly the intereſt of 
Cortes to magnify his own dangers and exploits. For it 
was only by the merit of extraordinary ſervices, that he 
could hope to atone for his irregular conduct, in aſſuming 
an independent command. Bern. Diaz, though abundantly 
diſpoſed to place his own proweſs, and that of his fellow-con- 

yerors, in the moſt advantageous point of light, had not 
the ſame temptation to exaggerate ; and it is probable, that 
his account of the numbers approaches nearer to the truth, 
The aſſembling of an army of 150,000 men requires many 
previous arrangements, and ſuch proviſion for their ſubſiſt. 
ence as ſeems to be beyond the foreſight of Americans. The 
degree of cultivation in Tlaſcala does not ſeem to have 
been ſo great, as to have furniſhed ſuch a vaſt army with 
proviſions, Though this province was ſo much better 
cultivated than other regions of New Spain, that it 


was called the country of bread, yet the Spaniards in their 


march- ſuffered ſuch want, that they were obliged to ſub- 
fiſt upon Tunas, a ſpecies of fruit which grows: wild in the 


| fields. Herrera, Dec. ii. lib. vi. c. 5. p. 182, 


NOTE 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


'Tazsz unhappy victims are ſaid to be perſons of diſ- 
tinction. It ſeems improbable that ſo great a number as 
fifty ſhould be employed as ſpies. So many' priſoners had 
been taken and diſmiſſed, and the Tlaſcalans had ſent ſo 
many meſſages to the Spaniſh quarters, that there appears to 


be no reaſon for hazarding the lives of ſo many conſiderable 


people, in order to procure information about the poſition 
and ſtate of their camp. The barbarous manner in which 
Cortes treated a people unacquainted with the laws of 
war eſtabliſhed among poliſhed nations, appears ſo ſhock- 
ing to the later Spaniſh writers, that they diminiſh. the 
number. of thoſe whom he puniſhed ſo cruelly. Herrera 
ſays, that he cut off the hands of ſeven, and the thumbs of 
ſome more. Dec. ii. lib. ii. c. 8. De Solis relates, that 


the hands of fourteen or fifteen were cut off, and the thumbs 
of all the reſt. Lib. ii. c. 20. But Cortes himſelf, Relat. 


p. 228, b. and after him Gomara, c. 48. affirm, that the 
hands of all the fifty were cut off. 


NOTE. XI. p. 44 


Tax horſes were objects of the greateſt aſtoniſhment to 
all the people of New Spain. At firſt they imagined the 


horſe and his rider, like the centaurs of the ancients, to be 


ſome monſtrous animal of a terrible form; and ſuppoſin 
that their food was the ſame as that of men, brought fl 
and bread to nouriſh them. Even after they diſcoveted 
their miſtake, they believed the horſes devoured men in bat- 
tle, and when * neighed, thought that they were demand- 
ing their prey. It was not the intereſt of the Spaniards to 
undeceive them. Herrera, Dec. ii. lib. vi. c. 1 f. | 
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wotes AND IELUSTRATIONS: 


NOTE XII. p. 40. ; 


AtconpiNG w Bart. de las Cafes, thers wi n ; 
reaſon ſor this moſmere and it was an aft of wanton. cruelty, 5 
perpetrated merely to ſtrike terror in the people of Nev Will 0 
Spam Relae. de la Deſtruye . % &e. But the zeal i þ 
of Bas Caſas oftert leads him to exaggerate, In oppoſition Wl © 
to him Herm Diaz. e. 93, afferts, that the firft miſſionarie: Wi a 
fent into New Spain by the emperor, made a judicial in f. 
quiry into this tranſadtion ; and having examined te if 
priefts and elders of Cholala, found that there was a rea bi 
conſpiracy to cut off the Spaniards, and that the accvun Wl fe 


given by Cortes was e true. As it vvas the ob 
87 Cortes at that . his intereſt, _ 
the will of Montezuma it is improbable; that be 
would have taken 2 ſtep which: tended- ſo viſibly to aliemt 
him from the Spaniards, if he had not believed: it to b 
neceſſary for tis own rvation. Ar the ſame time, th: 
Spaniards who ferved in America had fuch contempt far 
the natives, and thought them ſo lethe entitled to the com 
mon rights of men, that Cortes might hold the Cholulan 
as exiey upon flight and imperfedt evidence: The ſeve- 
rity of the puniſhment was certainly exceſſive and atio. 
cious. | 


Tuns Se is. taken almoſt literally from Bern 
Diaz. dal Caſtillao, wha was ſo. unacquainted with the at 
af. campoſition, as to be incapahle of embelliſhing his ox 
ratixe. He relates,, in a ſimple and rude ſtyle, what paſs 
in his own. mind, and that of his fellow-ſoldiers. on th 
occaſion ; © and let it not be thought range, ſays be, tha 
I ſhould write in this manner of what then happened: fi 
it ought to be conſidered, that it is one thing to rel 
another to have beheld things that were never before {ech 
or heard, or ſpoken of among men.” Cap. 86. p. 64. b. 


N O T6 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE XIV. p. 6x. 


B. Diaz del Caſtillo gives us fome idea of the fatigue and 
hardſhips they underwent in performing this, and other parts 
of duty. During the. nine months they remained in 
Mexico, every. man, without. any diſtinction between 
officers and ſoldiers, flept on his arms, in his quilted. jacket 
and gorget. They lay on mats, or — 

floor, and each was obliged to hold himſelf as alert as 
if he had been on guard. * This, adds he, became ſo ha- 
bitual to me, that even now in my advanced age, I always 
ſleep in my cloaths; and never in any bed. hen I viſit 
I oy I 5 * it noble to. my 1 to have 
a 96d carr ang with my other e j but 1 never 
inta it, hut, according to cuſtom, TIES my cloaths, any 
walk frequently during hs ofa in the open air, to view 
the ſtars as I was wont when in ſervice.” Ca 108. 


NOTE xv. p. 63 


SEED THE ARacoDWYD 


2 = 
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Corrs himſelf, in his ſecond diſpatch to the, emperor 
ddes nat explain the motives which induced him either t6 
condemn, Qualpopoca to the flames, or to put Montezuma 
in irons. Ramuſ. iii. 236. B. Diaz is ſilent with re- 
pect to his reaſons for the former ; and the only cauſe he aſ⸗ 
igus for the latter was, that he might meet with no in- 
erruption in executing the ſentence pronounced againſt 
Qualpopoca, c. xcv. p. 75. But as Montezuma was 


uy is priſoner, and abſolytely in his power, the inſult offered 
J o that inonarch could have no effect but to irritate him un- 
415 eceſlarily, Gomara ſuppoſes, that Cortes had no other 
"ty I than to occupy Montezuma with his own. diſtreſs 
u ufferings, that he might give leſs attention to what 
(oe Qualpopoca, Cron. c. 89. Herrera adopts the ſame 


pinion. Dec, ii. lib. viii. c. 9, But it ſeems, an odd ex 
dient, in order to make a perſon bear one injury, to load 
im with another that is greater. De Salle imagines, 


Cottas had nothing elſe in view. chan to intimidatg 
| Montezuma, 


pread on the 


. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 


Montezuma, ſo that he might make no attempt to reſcue 
the victims from their fate; but the ſpirit of that monarch 
was fo ſubmiſſive; and he had ſo tamely given up the pri- 
ſoners to the diſpoſal of Cortes, that he had little to dread 
from him. If the explanation which TI have attempted to 
give of Cortes's proceedings on this occaſion be not ad- 
mitted, it appears to me, that they muſt be reckoned among 
the wanton and barbarous acts of oppreſſion which occur too 
often in the hiſtory of the conqueſt of America, 


NOTE XVI. p. 67. 


De Solis aſſerts, lib. iv. c. 3. that the propoſition of 
doing won to the King of Spain, came from Monte- 
zuma himſelf, and was made in order to induce the Spa- 
niards to depart out of his dominions. He aſcribes his 
conduct on this occaſion, as if it had been founded upon 
a ſcheme of profound policy, and executed with ſuch re- 
fined addreſs, as to deceive Cortes himſelf. But there is 
no hint or circumftance in the contemporary hiſtorians, 
Cortes, Diaz, or Gomara, to juſtify this theory. Mon- 
tezuma, on other occaſions, diſcovered no ſuch extent of 
art and abilities. The anguiſh which he felt in performing 
this humbling ceremony is natural, if we ſuppoſe it to have 
been involuntary. But, according to the theory of De So- 
lis, it would have been prepoſterous, and inconſiſtent with 
his own deſign of deceiving the Spaniards. 


NOTE XVII p. 69. 


IN ſeveral of the provinces, the Spaniards, with all their 
induſtry and influence, could collect no gold. In others, 
they procured only a few trinkets of ſmall value. Monte- 
Zuma aſſured Cortes, that the preſent which he offered to 
the King of Caſtile, after doing homage, conſiſted of al 
the 201 5 amaſſed by his father; and told him, that hc 
had already diſtributed the reſt of his gold and jewel 


among 


NOTES: AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


among the Spaniards. B. Diaz. c. 104. Gorhara relates 
that all the ſilver collected amounted to 500 marks. Cron. 
e. 93. This agrees with the account given by Cortes, that 
the coyal fifth of ſilver was 100 marks. Relat. 239. B. 
go that the ſum total of ſilver was only 4000 ounces, at the 
rate of eight ounces a mark, which demonſtrates the propor- 
tion of ſilver to gold to have been exceedingly ſmall, 


NO TE XVt1t. 5. 70. 33 


De Solis, lib: iv. o. 1. calls in queſtion the truth of 
tnis tranſaction, from no better reaſon than that it was in- 
conſiſtent with that prudence which diſtinguiſhes the cha- 
tacter of Cortes. But he ought to have recollected the 
impetuoſity of his zeal at Tlaſcala, which was no leſs im- 
prudent, - He aſſerts, that the evidence for it reſts upon 
the teſtimony of B. Diaz del Caſtillo, of Gomara; and of 
Herrera. They all concur, indeed, in mentioning this in- 
conſiderate ſtep which Cortes took; and they had good rea- 
ſon to do fo; 3 Cortes himſelf relates this exploit in his 
ſecond diſpatch to the Emperor, and ſeems to glory in it. 
Cort. Relat. Ramuſ. iii. 104. D. This is one inſtance, 
among many, of De Solis's having conſulted with little at- 
tention the letters of Cortes to Charles V. from which the 
moſt authentic information with reſpect to his operations 
mult be derived. | 


NOTE NIX: p. 74. 


Herrera and De Solis ſuppoſe, that Velaſquez was 
encouraged to equip this armament againſt Cortes, by the. 
accounts which he received from Spain concerning the 
reception of the agents ſent by the colony of Vera Cruz, 
and the warmth with which Fonſeca, Biſhop of Burgos, 
had eſpouſed his intereſt, and condemned the proceedings 
of Cortes. Herrera; dee. iis lib. ix. c. 18. De Solis, lib. 
iv. c. $. . But the chronological order of events refutes 
this ſuppoſition. Portocarrero and Montejo failed from 
Vera Cruz July 26, 1519. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 4. 

Vor. II. G g They 
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They landed at St. Lucar in October, according to Her- 

rern, id. But P. Martyr, who attended the court at that 

time, and communicated every occurrence of moment to 

his correſpondents day by day, mentions the arrival of theſe 

agents, for the fitft time, in December, and. ſpeaks of it 

28 4, recent event. Epiſt. 650. All the hiftorians agree, 

that the agents. of Cortes had their firſt audience of the 

emperor at Tordefillas, when he went to that town to viſit 

his mother in his way to St. Jago de Compoſtella- Her- 

rera, dec. 4i. libs v. C. 4. De Solis, lib. iv. GS. But the 

emperor ſet out from Valladolid for Tordefillas, on the 

1ith-of March, 1520; and P. Martyr mentions his hav- 

825 ſeen E that time the preſents made to Charles, Epiſt, 

55. The armament under Narvaez failed from Cuba in 

April 1520. It is manifeſt then, that Velaſquez could not 

receive any account of what paſſed in this interview at 

Tordefillas, previous to his hoflile preparations againſt 

Cortes. His real motives ſeem to be thoſe which I have 

mentioned. The patent appointing him Adelaniado of New 

Spain, with ſuch extenſive powers, bears date November 

13, 1519. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. iii. c. 11. He migbt re- 

ceive it about the beginning of .. Comara takes 

notice, that as foon as this patent was delivered to him, he 
began to equip a fleet and levy forces, : Cron, c. 96. 


NOTE Xx. p. 76; 


De Solis contends, that as Narvaez had no interpreters, 
he could hold no interconrſe with the people of the pro- 
vinces, nor converſe with them in any way but by figns, 
and that it was equally impoffible for him to carry vn an 
communication with Montezuma, Lib. iv. c. 7. But it 
is upon the authority of Cortes himſelf that I relate all the 
particulars of Narvaez's correfpondence, both with Mon- 
teʒuma and with his ſubjects in the maritime provinces. 
Relat. Ramuſ. iii. 244 A. C. Cortes affirms, that there 
was a mode of intercourſe between. Narvaez and the Mex- 
icans, but does not explain how it was carried on. Bernal 
Diaz fopplies this defect, and informs us, that the three 
| Ni 'F «AW. 5 4 4 1 4 n 2 22 deſerters 
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that ſeveral among them ſhould have made ſome pro 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. | 
dſerters who joined Narvaez ated as interpreters, having 
acquired a' competetit knowledge of the langu „c. 110. 


With hs uſual minuteneſs, he mentions their” names and 


characters; and relates; in chapter 122, hdw they were 
puniſhed for their perfidy. The Spaniards had now refided 
above year among the Mexicans and it is not furpriſiags 
in ſpeaking "their language. This ſeems to have been the 
caſe.” Herrera dec. it; lib. x. c. t. Both B. Diaz, who 
was preſent, hd" nd beſt 
formed of itt che Spaniſh Writers, agree with Cortes in his 
account of the ſeEret Correſpondence carried on with Mon- 
tezuma. "Dec ii, lib: ix; c. 18, 19. De Solis ſeems to 
conſider it as a _Gifcredit to Cortes, his hero, that Monte- 
Zuma Thould have been ready to engage in a correſpondence 
with Narvaez: He ſuppoſes that monarch to have con- 
tractecd ſuch à wonderful affection for the Spaniards, that 
e was not ſolicitous to be delivered from them. After the 
r e he had been treated, ſuch an affection 
is incredible 3 and even De Solis is obliged to acknowledge, 
that itmilſt be looked upon as one of the miracles which 
eek to facilitate the conqueſt; lib. iv. c. 7. The 
tuch iss Montezuma, however much overawed by his 
dread of the Spaniards, was extremely impatient to recover 
his liberty. | 


NOTE XXI. p. 89. 


Tursk words I have borrowed from the anonymous 
Account of the European Settlements in America, pub- 
liſhed by Dodſley, in two volumes, 8vo. a work of fo 
much merit, that I ſhould think there is hardly any writer 
in the age who ought to be aſhamed of acknowledging him- 
ſelf to be the author of it. 
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tes, in his ſecond diſpatch to the emperor, makes the num- 


Elency. 


d Herrera, the ' moſt accurate and beſt in- 


of the Spaniards on this occaſion. Cor- 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ber only 150. Relat. ap. Ramuſ. iii. p. 249, A. But it 
was manifeſtly his intereſt, at that junQure, to conceal 
from the court of Spain the full extent of the loſs. which 
he had ſuſtained. De Solis, always ſtudious to diminiſh 
every misfortune that befel his countrymen, rates their loſs 
at about two hundred men. Lib. iv. c. 19. B. Diaz af- 
firms, that they loſt 870 men, and that only 440 eſcaped 
from Mexico, c. 128, p. 108. b. Palafox, biſhop of 

Angeles, who ſeems to have enquired into the early tran-, 
ſactions of his counttyaien'in' New Spain, with great at- 
tention, confirms the account of B. Diaz with reſpect to 


the extent of their loſs. Virtudes del Indio, p. 22. Go- 


mara ſtates their loſs at 450 men. Cron. c. 109. Some 


months afterwards, when Cortes had received ſeveral re- 


inforcements, he muſtered his troops, and found them to be 
only 590. Relat. ap. Ramuſ. iii. p. 255, E. Now, as 
Narvaez brought 880 men into New Spain, and about 400 
of Cortes's ſoldiers were then alive, it is evident, that his 
loſs in the retreat from Mexico muſt have been much more 
conſiderable than what he mentions. B. Diaz, ſolicitous 


to magnify the dangers and ſufferings to which he and his 


fellow-conquerors were expoſed, may have exaggerated 


their loſs; but, in my opinion, it cannot well be eſtimated. 


at leſs than 600 men. 


NOTE XXIII. P- 113. 


Sour remains of this great work are till viſible, and 


the ſpot where the brigantines were built and launched, is 


ſill pointed out to ſtrangers. Torquemada viewed them. 


Monarq. Indiana, vol. I. p. 531. 
NOTE XXIV. p. 120. 


Tur ſtation of Alvarado on the cauſeway of Tacuba 


was the neareſt to the city. Cortes obſerves, that there they 


could diſtinctly obſerve what paſſed when their countrymen 


were ſacrificed. Relat. ap. Ramuſ. iii. p. 273. E. B. 


Diaz, who belonged to Alvarado's divifion, relates what he 
beheld with his own eyes. C. 152. p. 148, b. 149, 2 
3 ike 
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.,, NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Like 4 man whoſe . was fo clear as to be aboye ſuſ- 
picion, he deſcribes, with his uſual ſimplicity, the impreſ- 
ſion which this ſpectacle made upon him, © Before,” ſays 
he, „ ſaw the breaſts of my companions opened, their 
hearts yet fluttering, offering to an accurſed idol, and their 
| fleſh devoured by their exulting enemies, I was accuſtomed 
to enter a battle not only without fear, but with high ſpirit. 
But from that time I never advanced to fight the Mexicans 
without a ſecret horror and anxiety, my heart trembled at 
the thoughts of the death which I had ſeen them ſuffer.” 
He takes care to add, that as ſoon as the combat began, 
this terror went off ; and, indeed, his adventurous bravery 
on every occaſion is full evidence of this, B. Diaz, c. 
156. p. 157, 2: N 


NOTE xxv. p. 124. 


Ons circumſtance in this ſiege merits particular notice. 
The account which the Spaniſh writers give of the nume- 
rous armies employed in the attack or defence of Mexico, 
ſeems to be incredible. According to Cortes himſelf, he 
had at one time 150,000 auxiliary Indians in his ſervice. 
Relat. Ramuſ. iii, 275, E. Gomara aſſerts, that they were 
above 200,000. Cron. c. 136. Herrera, an author 
of higher authority, ' ſays, they were about 200,000, 
Dec. iii. lib. i. c. 19. None of the contemporary wri- 
ters aſcertain explicity the number of perſons in Mex- 
ico during the ſiege. But Cortes, on ſeveral occa- 
ſions, mentions the number of Mexicans who were flain, 
or who periſhed for want of food; and, if we may rely on 
thoſe circumſtances, it is probable, that aboye'two hundred 
thouſand muſt have been ſhut up in the town. But the 
quantity of proyiſions neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence of ſuch 
vaſt multitudes aſſembled in one place during three months 
is ſo great, and it requires ſo much foreſight and arrange- 
ment to collect them, ſo as to be certain of a fegular ſup- 
ply, that one can hardly believe that this could be accom- 
pliſhed in a country where agriculture was fo imperſect as 
in the Mexican empire, where there were no tame ani- 
mals, and by a. people naturally ſo improvident, and ſo 
incapable of executing a complicated plan' as the moſt Keg 
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praved Americans. The Spaniards, with all their care 
und attention, fared very poorly, and were often reduced 
„ entremſe diſtreſs. from want of proviſions. B. Diez, 
222 Cortes News 271. 7 Jortes, on one occa- 

1, mentions flightly the- ſubſiſtence of his army; aud 
$ -— acknowledging, that they were often. in great want, 
| upp 


ds, that they receiv jes from the people of the 
country, ee — fruit, ; which he calls the 


cherries of the country, ibid. B. Diaz ſays, that they 
had Lubes of maize, and ceraſas de la tierra; and when the 
aſons of _ theſe was over, another fruit, which he calls 
Tuna; but their moſt comfortable ſupſiſtence was a root 
which the Indians uſe as food, to which he gives the name 
of 'Duzilites; p. 142. The Indian auxiliaries had one 
means of ſubſiſtence more than the $paniards, They fed 
upon the bodieg of the Mexicans whom they killed in 
battle. Cort, Relat. 176, C. B. Dias confirms his re: 
lation, and adds, that when the Tndians returned from Mex- 
ico to their own country, they ca 
quantities of the fleſh of the Me icans ſalted or drigd, as 
a moſt acceptable preſent to their Trends, that they might 
have the pleaſure of feeding on the bodies of their enemies 
in their feſtivals, p. 157. De Solis, who ſcems to conſider 
it as an imputatiqn of diſcredit ta his countrymen, that 
hex, thould act in concert with auxiliaries who fed upon 
human fleſh, is ſolicitous to proye, that they endeavoured 
to prevent their aſſociates from eating the bodies of the 
Mexicans, lib, v, C. 24, But he has no aythority far this 
from the original hiſtorians, Neither Cortes himſelf, nor 
B. Diaz, ſcem to have had any ſuch ſcruple ; and, on many 
Feier mention the Indian repaſts, which were become 
fami iar to them, without any mark of abhorrence. Even 
with this additional ſtock of food for the Indians, it was 
hardly poflible to procure ſubfiftence fox armies amounting 
to ſuch numbers as we find in the Spaniſh, writers, Per- 
haps, the beſt ſolution” of the difficulty is, to adopt the 
1 of B. Diaz del Caſfillo, the moſt artleſs of all the 
iftoriadores primitives. & When Gomara,” ſays be, 
on ſome occaſions relates, that there were ſo many thou- 
ſand Indians our auxiliaries, and on others, that there were 
ſo many thouſand houſes 1n this or that town, no regard is 
to be paid to his enumeration, as he has no authority for 
en aa bang eee 
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relates. If we add the different numbers which 
he mentions, that country would contain more millions than 
there are in Caſtile.” C. 129. But though ſome conſi- 
derable deduction ſhould certainly be made from the Spa- 
niſh accounts of the Mexican forces, they muſt have been 
very numerous ; for nothing but an immenſe ſuperiority jn 
number, could have enabled them to withſtand a body of 
nine hundred Spaniards, commanded by a general of ſuc 
abilities as Corte. N 21. 


NOTE XXVI. p. 138. 


In relating the oppreſſive and cruel avs s of the 
conquerors of New Spain, I have not followed B. de las 
Caſas as my guide. His account of them, Relat. de la 
Deſtruyc. p. 15. &c, is manifeſtly exaggerated. It is from 
the teſtimony of Cortes himſelf, and Gomara, who wrote 
under his eye, that I have taken my account of the puniſh. 
ment of the Panucans;. and they relate it without any 
diſapprobation. B. Diaz, 1 4 4 to his uſual cuſtom, 
mentions it only in general terms, c. 162. Herrera, ſo- 
licitous to extenuate this barharops action of his country- 
men, though he mentions 60 caziques, and 400 men of 
note, as being condemned to the flames, aſſerts, that thirty 
only were burned, and the reſt pardoned, Dec. iii, lib. v 
Cc. 7. But this is contrary to the teſtimony of the original 


hiſtorians, particularly of Gomara, whom it appears he had 


conſulted, as he adopts ſeveral of his expreffions in this 
paſſage. The puniſhment of Guatimozin is related hy the 
moſt authentic of the Spaniſh writers, Torquemada h. 
extracted from a hiſtory of Tezeuco, compoſed: in the 
Mexican tongue, an a t of this tranſaction, more fa- 
W to Guatimozin than that of 2 Spaniſh 1 

on. Indi i. According to that account, Cortes 
had auc PAY Lk. 'of Fare wigs juſtify ſuch a wanton 
act of cruelty. B. Diaz affirms, that Guatimozin and his 
fellow-ſufferers aſſerted theit innocence with their laſt 
breath, and that many of the Spanifh ſoldiers condemned 


* 


this action of Cortes as equally unneceſſary and unjuſt, p. 
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T HE motive for undertaking this ,expedition. was, to 
puniſh , Chriſtoval de Olid, one of bis officers who had 
revolted againſt him, and aimed at eſtabliſhigg an inde- 
pendent juriſdiction. Cortes regarded this inſurrection as 
of ſuch dangerous example, and dreaded ſo much the abili- 
ties and popularity of its author, that in perſon he led the 
body of troops deſtined to ſuppreſs it. He marched, ac- 
cording to Gomara, three thouſand miles, through a coun- 
try abounding with thick foreſts, rugged mountains, deep 

rivers, thinly inhabited, and cultivated only in a few places. 
What he ſuffered from famine; from the hoſtility of the 
natives, from the climate, and from hardſhips of every ſpe- 
cies, has nothing in hiſtory parallel to it, but what occurs 
in the adventures of the other diſcoveters and conquerors 
of the New World, Cortes was employed in this dread- 
ful ſervice above two years; and though it was not diſtin- 
guiſhed by any ſplendid event, he exhibited, during the 
courſe of it, greater perſonal courage, more fortitude of 
mind, more perſeverance and patience, than in any other 
period or ſcene in his life. Herrera, dec. iii. lib. vi, vii, 
viii, ix. Gomara Cron, c. 163—177- B. Diaz, 174— 


NOTE XXVIIL p. 142. 


: Accorping to Herrera, the treaſure which Cortes 
brought with him, conſiſted of fifteen hundred marks of 
wrought plate, two hundred thouſand peſos of fine gold, 
and ten thouſand of inferior ſtandard, many rich jewels, one 
in particular worth forty thouſand peſos, and ſeveral trin- 
kets and ornaments of value, Dec. iv. lib. iii. c. 8. lib. 
iv. c. 1. He afterwards engaged to give a portion with 
his daughter of a hundred thouſand peſos. Gomara Cron. 
C, 237. The fortune which he left his ſons was very con- 
ſiderable. But as we have before related, the ſum Jivided 

r among 


4 * , 
C. * — 3 


R . ͤ Ä 


1 1 rr a PA 


a «a ca a. a. Stood 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. r 


among the conquerors on the firſt reduction of Mexico was 
yery ſmall. There appears then to be ſome reaſon for ſuſ. 
pecting that the accuſations of Cortes's enemies were not 
altogether deſtitute of foundation. They charged him 
with having unjuſtly. applied to his own uſe a diſpropor- 
tionate ſhare of the Mexican ſpoils ; with having concealed 
the royal treaſures of Montezuma and Guatimozin, with 
defrauding the king of his fifth, and robbing his followers 
of what was due to them. Herrera, dec. iii. lib. viii. c. 
15. dec. iv. lib. iii. c. 8. Some of the conquerors them- 
ſelves entertained ſuſpicions of the ſame kind. B. Diaz, 
c. 175. | "OD 


NOTE XXIX. p. 147. 


Is tracing the progreſs of the Spaniſh arms in New Spain, 
we have followed Cortes himſelf as our moſt certain guide, 
His diſpatches to the emperor contain a minute account of 
his operations. But the unlettered conqueror of Peru was 
incapable of, relating 'his own exploits. Our information 
with reſpe& to them is derived, however, from contem 

rary and reſpectable authors. 3 


Tu moſt early accounts of Pizarro's tranſactions in 
Peru, was publiſhed by Franciſco de Xerez, his ſecretary. 
It is a ſimple unadorned narrative, carried down no farther - 
than the death of Atahualpa, in 1533; for the author re- 
turned to Spain in 1534, and ſoon after he landed, printed 
at Seville his ſhort Hiſtory of the Conqueſt of Peru, ad- 
dreſſed to the emperor. ves 8 2 


Do Pedro Sancho, an officer who ſerved under Pizarro, 
drew up an account of his expedition, which was tranſ- 
lated into Italian by Ramuſio, and inſerted in his valuable 
collection, but has never been publiſhed in its original lan- 
Nase Sancho returned to Spain at the ſame time with 

erez. Great credit is due to what both thoſe authors 
relate concerning the progreſs and operations of Pizarro, 
but the reſidence of the ere in Peru had been ſo 
ſhort, at the time when they left it, and their intercourſe 


with 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.” 


with the natives fo lender, that their knowledge of the Pe. 
ruvian manners and cuſtoms is very imperfect. 8 


Tu next contem hiſtorian is Pedro Cieza de: 
Leon, who publiſhed his anica del Peru, at Seville in 
1553. If he had finiſhed all that he propoſes in the ge- 
— diviſion of his 1 it 625 ge * the moſt 
complete hiſtory which en publi an ion 
in the New Wand. He was well qualified to —. it, 
having ſerved during ſeventeen years in America, and vi- 
ſited, in perſon, moſt of the provinces concerning which 
he had occaſion to write. But only the firſt part of his 
Chronicle has been printed. It contains a deſcription of 
Peru, and ſeveral of the adjacent provinces, with an ac- 
count of the inſtitutions and cuſtoms of the natives, and is 
written with fo little art, and ſuch an apparent regard for 
truth, that one muſt regret the loſs of the other parts of 
his work. | | 


Tuis Joſs is amply ſupplied by Don Auguſtine Zarate 
who. publiſhed, in, 1555, his Hiftoria del — — 

Conqueſta de la Provincia del Peru. Zarate was a man 
bf rank and education, and employed in Peru as comptro!- 
ler-general of the public revenue. His hiſtory, whether 
we attend to its matter or compoſition, is a book of conſi- 
derable merit; as he had opportunity to be well informed, 
and ſeems to have been inquiſitive with reſpect to the man- 
ners and tranſactions of the Peruvians, great credit is due 


to his teſtimony, ' 


Don Diego Fernandez pybliſhed his Hiſtoria del Peru 
in 1571, His ſole object is to relate the diſſenſions and 
civil wars of the Spaniards in that empire. As he ſerved in 
a publio ſtation in Peru, and was well acquainted both with 
the country, and with the principal actors in thoſe ſingular 
ſcenes which he deſcribes; as he poſſeſſed ſound underſtand- 
ing, and great impartiality, bis work may be ranked among 
thoſe, of the hiſtorians moſt diſtinguiſhed for their induſtry 
in reſearch, or their capacity in judging with reſpec to the 
events which they relate. : | 


Tus 
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Tux laſt author who can be reckoned among the con- 
temporary hiſtorians of the conqueſt of Peru, is Garcilaſſo 
de la Vega, Inca. For though the firſt part of his work 
entitled,  Commentarios Reaes del Origen de los Incas Reines 
del Peru, was not publiſhed ſooner than the year 160%, 
ſeventy-ſfix years after the death of Atahualpa the laſt 
emperor, yet, as he was born in Peru, ahd Was the ſon 
of an officer of diſtiaction among the Spaniſh conquerors, 
by a CQ, or lady of the royal rate, on account of which 
he always tock the name of ſuca, as he was mafter of the 
language {ſpoken by the Incas, and acquainted with the 
traditions of his countrymen, his authority is rated very 
high, and often plaged above that of all the other hiſtorians. 
His work, however, is little more than a commentary upon 
the Spaniſh. writers of the Peryvian ſtory, and compoſed 
of quotations taken from the authors whom I have men- 
tioned. This is the idea which he himſelf. gives of it, lib. 


i, e. 10. Nor is it in the account of facts only that he 
ollows them ſervilely. Even in explaining the inſtitutions 
and rites of his anceſtors, his information ſeems not to be 
more perfect than theirs, his explanation 1 the Quipos is 
almoſt the ſame with that of Acoſta. He produces no 
ſpecimen of Peruvian poetry, but that wretched one which 
he borrows from Blas Valera, an early miſſionary, whoſe 
memoirs have never been 'publiſhed, Lib. ti. c. 15. 
As for compoſition, arrangement, or a capacity of diſtin- 
guiſhing between what is fabulous, what is probable, and 
what is true, one ſearches for them in vain in the commen- 
taries of Inca. ' His work, however, notwithſtanding its 
great defects, is not altogether deſtitute of uſe. Some 
traditions which he received "from his countrymen are 
reſerved in it, His knowledge of the Peruvian language 
6 enabled him to correct ſome errors of the Spaniſh writers, 
and he has. inſerted in it ſome curious facts taken from 
1. whoſe works were neyer publiſhed, and are now 
0 | x2. * | 
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NOTE XXX. p. 152. 17 


Os E may form an idea both of the hardſhips which they 
endured, = of the ſicklineſs of the regions which they 
viſited, from the extraordinary mortality that , prevailed 
among them. Pizarro carried out 112 men, Almagro 70. 
In leſs than nine months 130 of theſe died. e w fell” by the 
9905 e * them were ot off by diſeaſes. Veen 
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ot. XXX. p. 155: 


oe = . 


Toms ind, Fart tenen, f is rendered ſo Acer le 


by the unwholeſomeneſs of its climate, its impenetrable 
woods, its rugged mountains, and the multitude of inſects 
and reptiles, that it is ſeldom! any ſofter epithet than that of 
infernal is employed in 1 9 9 it. The ſun is almoſt 
never feen there, 80 0 throughout the year it hardly ever 
ceaſes to rain. Dec. iii. lid. x. c. 3. Dampier touched 
at this iſland in the year 1685; and his account of the cli- 


mate is not more favourable. Vol. i. p. 172. He, during 


his cruiſe on that coaſt, viſited moſt of the places where 


Pizarro landed, and his 'deſcription of them throws light on 


then narrations of the early Spaniſh hiſtorians. | 


* 


NOTE XXXV. * 169. 


By this time horſes had multiplied ray] in the Spaniſh 
fettlements on. the continent. Wheri Cortes began his 
expedition in the year 1518, though his armament was more 
conſiderable than that of Pizarro, and compoſed of perſons 
ſuperior in rank to thoſe who invaded Peru, he could pro- 
Cure no more than ſixteen horſes. 


NOTE 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE xxxIII. p. 171. | 


In the year 1740, D. Ant. Ulloa, and D. George Juan, 
travelled from Guayquil to Motupe, by the fame route 
which Pizarro took. From the deſcription of their journey 
one 'may form an idea of the difficulty of his march. The 
ſandy plains between St. Michael de Piura and Motupe 
extend 90 miles, without water, without a tree, a plant, 
or any green thing, on a dreary ftretch of burning ſand. 


Voyage, tom. i. p. 399, &c. 


NOTE XXXIV. p. 175. 


* 


Tais extravagent and unſeaſonable diſcourſe of Valverde 
has been cenſured by all hiſtorians, and with juſtice. But 
though he ſeems to have been an illiterate aud bigotted 
monk, nowiſe reſembling the good Olmedo, who accom-. 
panied Cortes, the abſurdity of his addreſs to Atahualpa 
muſt not be charged wholly upon him. His harangue is 
evidently a tranſlation, or paraphraſe of that form, concerted 
by a junto of Spaniſh divines and lawyers in the year 1509, - ⸗ 
for explaining the right of their king to the ſovereignty of 
the New World, and for directing the officers employed in 
America how they ſhould take poſſeſſion of any new 
country. See Vol. i. Note xxiii. The ſentiments . con- 
tained in Valverde's harangue muſt not then be imputed to 
the bigotted imbecility of a particular man, but to that of 
the age. Gomara and Benzoni relate one circumſtance . 
concerning Valverde, which, if authentic, renders him an 
object not of contempt only, but of horror. They aſſert, 
that during the whole action, Valverde continued to excite 
the ſoldiers to ſlaughter, calling to them to ſtrike the enemy 
not with the edge, but with the points of their ſwords. 
Gom. Cron. c. 11 3. Benz. Hiſtor. Nov. Orbis, lib. iii. 
Cc. 3. Such behaviour was very different from that of the 
Roman Catholic clergy in other parts of America, where 
they uniformly exerted their influence to protect the Indians, 
and to moderate the ferocity of their conntrymen. 


NOTE 
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NO TE. XXV. p. 176. 

Two different ſyſtems have been E concerning 
the conduct of Atahualpa. The Spaniſh writers; in order 
to juſtify: the violence of their countrymen, contend; that 
all the nca's profeſſions of. friendſhip were feigned; and 
that his intention in agreeing to an intetview with Pizarro 
5 Caxamalcay was to Ne a him and his followers at one 
blow; that for this purpoſe he advanced with ſuch a nume- 
rous body of attendants; who had arms concealed under their 
* to * this 2 7 r 3 given 
erez an Zarate, and ed by : ut if it 
had been the plan of the Inca 10 Jede) ends, one 
can hardly imagine that he would have permitted them to 
march! unmoleſted through: the deſert of Motupe; or have 
neglected to defend the in the moutitains where they 
might have been attacked with ſo much advantage. If the 
Peruvians marched to Caxamalez with an intention to fall 
upon the /Spaniatds, it is inconceivable that of ſo. great a 
body of men; prepared for action, not one ſhould attempt 
to make reſiſtance, but all tamely ſuffer - themſelves to be 
butchered by an enemy whom they were armed to attack, 
Atahualpa's mode of advancing: to the interview, has the 
aſpect of a peaceable 2 not of a military enterprize. 
He himſelf, and his followers, were in their habits of ceremo- 
ny preceded;/as-on days of ſolemnity, by unarmed harbingers. 
'Th rude- nations are frequently cunning and a, 
yet, if a ſcheme of deception. and treachey muſt be im- 
puted either to a monarch, that had no great reaſon. to be 
alarmed at a viſit from ftrangers who ſolicited adiniſſion into 
his preſence as friends, or: to an adventurer ſo daring, 
and ſo little ſcrupulous as Pizarro, one cannot heſitate in de- 
termining where to fix the | preſumption” of guilt; Even 
amidſt the endeavours of the Spaniſh writers to palliate the 
proceedings of Pizarro, one plainly perceives; that it was 
bis intention; as well as his: intereſt, to ſeize the Inca, and 
that he had taken meaſures for that purpoſe, previous to any 

ſuſpicion. of that monarch's'defign. 


GARcILASS0O 
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; GARCILAS80--DE LA VEGA, extremely ſolicitous to 
vindicate his countymen, the Peruvians, from the crime 
of having concerted the deſtruction of Pizarro and his fol- 
lowers, and no. leſs afraid to charge the Spaniards with im- 
proper conduct towards the Inca, has framed another ſyſtem. 
He-relates, that a man of majeſtic. form with a long beard, 
and garments reacbing to the ground, having appeared in 
viſion to-Viracocha, the eighth Inca, and declared that he 
was a child of the Sun, that monarch built a temple in 
honour of this perſon, and erected an image of him, re- 
ſembling, as nearly as poſſible, the ſingular form in which 
he had exhibited himſelf to his view. In this temple divine 
honours were paid to him, by the name of 5 
P. i. lib. iv. c. 21. lib. v. c. 22. When the Spaniards firſt 
92 the length of their beards, and the dreſs 

y wore, ſtruck every perſon ſo much with their likeneſs 
to reli. i of Viracocha, that they ſuppoſed them to be 
children of the Sun, who had deſcended from heaven to 
earth, All concluded that the fatal period of the Peruvian 
empire was now approaching, and that the throne would be 
—_— by new poſſeſſors. Atahualpa himſelf, conſidering 
the Spaniards as meſſengers from heaven, was ſo far from 
entertaining any thoughts of reſiſting them, that he deter- 
mined to yield \inaplidie obedience - to their commands. 
From. thoſe ſentiments flowed bis profeſſions of love and 
reſpect. To thaſe were owing the cordial reception of 
Soto and Ferdinand Pizarro in his camp, and the ſubmiſfive 
reverence with which he advanced to viſit the Spaniſh ge- 
neral- in his quarters. But from the (groſs. ignorance of 
Philipillo, the interpreter, the declaration of the Spaniards, 
and his anſwer to it, were ſo ill explained, that by their 
mutual inability to comprehend each orher's intentions, the 
fatal rencounter at Caxamalcay with all its dreadful conſe - 
quences, was occaſioned. 


Ir is remarkable that no traces of this ſuperſtitions ve- 
neration of the Peruvians for the Spaniards, are to he found 
either in. Xerez, or Sancho, or Zarate, previous to the 
interview at Caxamalca; and yet the two former ſerved under 
Pizarro at that time, and the latter viſited Peru ſoon after 
the conqueſt, If either the Inca himſelf, or his meſſen- 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
ers, had addreſſed the Spaniards in the words which L2 
ega, put in their mouths, they muſt have been ftruck with 


ſuch ſubmiſſive declarations z and they would certainly have 
availed themſelves of them to a«compliſh their own deſigns 


with greater facility. La Vega. himſelf, though his narra- 


tive of the intercourſe between the Inca and Spaniards, pre- 
cedins the encounter at Caxamalcaz is founded on the 


ſuppoſition of his believing them to be Viracochas, or 
divine beings, pe ii. lib. i. e. 17, &c. yet, with his uſual 


inattention and inaccuracy, he admits in another place, 
that the Peruvians did not recolle& the reſemblance between 


them arid the god Viracocha, until the fatal difaſters ſubſe- 


quent to the defeat at Caxamalca, and then only began to 
call them Vitacochas. P. i. lib. v. c. 21. This is con- 
firmed by Herrera, dec. v. lib. ii. c. 12. In many different 
parts of America, if we may believe the Spaniſh writers, 
their countrymen were conſidered as divine beings who had 
deſcended ffom heaven. But in this inſtance, as in many 
which occur in the intercourſe between nations, whole 
progreſs in refinement is very unequal, the ideas of thoſe 
who uſed the expreſſion, were different from the ideas of thoſe 


who heard it. For, ſuch is the idiom of the Indian lan- 


guages, or ſuch is the ſimplicity of thoſe who ſpeak them, 
that when they ſee any thing with which they were formerly 


unacquainted, and of which they do not know the origin, 
they ſay that it came down from heaven. Nugnez. Ram. 


iii. 327, C. | | 
Tux account which I have given of the ſentiments and 
proceedings of the Peruvians, appears to be more natural 
and conſiltent than either of the two preceding, and is 
better ſupported by the facts related by the contemporary 
CC 


ACCORDING to Xerez, p. 200. two thouſand Peru- 
vians were killed. Sancho makes the number of the 
lain fix or ſever! thouſand. Ram. iii. 274, D. By La 
Vega's account, five thouſand were maſſacred. P. ii. i. j 
c. 25. The number which I have mentioned, being the 
8 um between the extremes, may probably be neareſt the 
truth. - | | | 
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NOTE XXXVI. - p. 178. 


Norumns can be a more ſtrikin proof of this, than 
that three Spaniards travelled from Caxamalca to Cuzco. 
The diſtance between them is fix hundred miles. In every 


place throughout this vaſt extent of country, .they were 


treated with all the honours which the Peruvians paid to 


their ſovereigns, and even to their divinities. Under pre- 


text of amaſſing what was wanting for the ranſom of the 
Inca, ny demanded the plates of 2 with which the 
e 


walls of the Temple of the Sun in Cuzco were adorned 
and though the prieſts were unwilling to alienate thoſe ſa- 


cred ornaments, and the people refuſed to violate the ſhrine 


of their God, the three Spaniards with their own hands 


robbed the Temple of part of this valuable treaſure ; and 
ſuch was the reverence of the natives for their perſons, 


that though they beheld this act of ſacrilege with aſtoniſh- 


ment, they did not attempt ts prevent or diſturb the com- 


miſſion of it. Zarate, lib. ii. c. 6. Sancho ap. Ramuſ. 
lil. 375, D. 


NOTE XXXVII., p. 188. 


AccorpinG to . the ul of 2 after 
ſetting apart the kitſp's „ was divided among 480 per- 
ſons. N Fach 1 4 — peſos. This * to 
1,920,000 peſos. Dec. v. libi vi. c. 3. But as the gene- 
ral, and other officers, were entitled to a part far greater 
than that of the private men, the ſum total muſt have ciſen 
much beyond what I have mentioned. Gomara, c. 123. 
and Zarate, lib. ii. c. 8. ſatisfy themſelves with aſſerting in 
general, that the plunder-of Cuzco was of greater value 
than the ranſom of Atahualpa. & 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE XXXVIIL p. 190. 
No = var in the New World was conducted with 


more perſevering courage than that of Alvarado, and in 
none were greater hardſhips endured. Many of the per- 


ſons engen in it were, like their leader, veterans who had 
un 


ſerved under Cortes, inured to all the rigour of American 


war. Such of my readers as have not an opportunity of 


peruſing the ſtriking deſeription of their ſufferings by Zarate 


or Herrera, may form ſome idea of the nature of their march 
from the ſea coaſt to Quito, by conſulting the account which 
D. Ant. Ulloa gives of his own journey in 1736, nearly in 
the fame route. Voy. tom. i. p. 178, &c. or that of M. 
Bouguer, who proceeded from Puerto Viejo to Quito, by 


the ſame road which Alvarado took. He compares his own 


journey with that of the Spaniſh leader, and, by the com- 
' pariſon, gives a moſt ſtriking idea of the boldneſs and pa- 
' tience of Alvarado, in forcing his way through ſo many 
* obſtacles. Voyage du Perou, p. xxviii. Kc. 


NOTE XXXIX. p. 191. 


Accorping to Herrera, there were entered on the 


account of the king, in gold, 155,300 peſos, and 5400 
marks (each 9 ounces) of ſilver, beſides ſeveral veſſels and 


arnaments, ſome of gold, and others of filver ; on account 


_ of private perſons, in gold 499,000 peſos, and 54,000 


marks of filver. Dec. v. lib. vi. c. 13. 


NOTE XL. p. 198. 


Tur Peruvians had recourſe to other military arts than 
thoſe of the Spaniards. As the cavalry were the chief ob- 
ject of theit terror, they endeavoured to render them inca- 
pable of acting, by throwing a long thong with a ſtone * 
9 | tene 
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NOTES Ax ILLUSTRATIONS. 


tened to each end. This twiſted about the horſe and its 
rider, entangled them ſo as to render them incapable of 
acting. Herrera mentions this as an invention of their own. 


Dec. v. lib. viii. c. 4. But as I have obſerved, vol. i. p. 
375, this weapon is common among ſeveral barbarous tribes 
towards the extremity of South America; and it is more 
probable, 'that the Peruvians had obſerved the dexterity with 
which they uſed it in hunting, and on this occaſion adopted 


it themſelves. The Spaniards were . confiderably annoyed 


by it. Herrera, ibid. Another inſtance of the ingenuity 


of the Peruvians deſerves mention. By turning a river out 
of its channel, they overflowed a valley, in which a body of 


- Spaniards was poſted, fo ſuddenly, that it was with the ut - 


moſt difficulty they made their efcape. Herrera, Dec. v. 
lib. viii. co. 5. | 


NOTE XLI. p. 215. 


HrxRERA= account of Orellana's voyage is the moſt 
minute, and apparently the moſt accurate. It was probably 
taken from the journal of Orellana himſelf. But the dates 
are not diſtinctly marked. His navigation down the Coca, 
or Napo, began early in February 1541; and he arrived at 


the mouth of the river on the 26th of Auguſt, having 


ſpent near ſeven months in the voyage. M. de la Conda- 
mine, in the year 1743, failed from Cuenca to Para, a ſet- 
tlement of the Portugueſe at the mouth of the river, a na- 
vigation much longer- than that of -Orellana, in leſs than 
four months. Voyage, p. 179. But the two adventurers 
were very differently provided for the voyage. This ha- 
zardous undertaking, to which ambition prompted Orel- 
lana, and to which the love of ſcience led M. de la Conda- 
mine, was undertaken in the year 1769, by Madame Godin 
des Odonais, from conjugal affection. The narrative of 
the hardſhips which ſhe ſuffered, of the dangers to which 


ſhe was expoſed, and of the diſaſters which befel her, is 


one of the moſt ſingular and affecting ſtories in any lan- 
guage, exhibiting in her conduct a ſtriking picture of the 


' * 


fortitude which diſtinguiſh the one ſex, mingled with the 


ſenſibility and tenderneſs peculiar to the other. Lettre de 


M. Godin, a M. de la Condamine. 
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NOTES' AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 


NOTE XIII. p. 218. 


HxRRERA gives a ſtriking picture of their indigence, 
Twelve gentlemen; who had been officers of diſtinction 
under Almagro lodged in the ſame houfe, and having but 
one cloak among them, it was worn alternately by him 
who had occaſion to appear in public, while the reſt, from 
the want of, a decent dreſs, were obliged to keep within 
doors. Their former friends and companions were ſo much 
afraid of giving offence to Pizarro, that they durſt not en- 
tertain, or even converſe with them. One may conceive 
- what was the condition, and what the indigation of men 
once accuſtomed to power and opulence, when they felt 
themſelves poor and deſpiſed, without a roof under which 
to ſhelter their heads, while they beheld others, whoſe merit 
and ſervices wete not equal to theirs, living with ſplendor 
in ſumptuous edifices. Vos vi. lib. viii. c. 6. 


NOTE XL p. 249. 


Herrera, the moſt accurate of the Spaniſh hifforians, 
aſſerts, that Gonzalo Pizarro poſſeſſed dominions in the 
_ neighbourhood of Chuqueſaca de la Plata, which yielded 
him an annual revenue greater than that of the archbiſhop 

- Toledo, the beſt endowed fee in Europe. Dec. vii. 
lib. vi. c. 3. 5 | 


NOTE XLIV. p. 241- 


Air the Spaniſh writers deſcribe his march, and the 
diſtreſſes of both parties very minutely. Zarate obſerves, 
that hardly any parallel to it occurs in hiſtory, either with 
reſpect to the urs of the retreat, or the ardour of the 
purſuit. Pizarro, according to his computation, followed 
the viceroy upwards of three thouſand miles. Lib. v. c. 16. 26. 


NOTE 
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NOTE M. p. 254 


Ir amounted, according to F ernandez, the beſt informed 
hiſtorian of that period, to one million four hundred thou- 
ſand peſos. Lib. ii. c. A | 


NOTE XI p. 255. 


Carvajal, from the beginning, had been an advo- 
cate for an accommodation with Gaſca. Finding Pizarro 
incapable” of holding that bold courſe which he originally 
ſuggeſted, he recommended to him a'timely ſubmiſſion to 
his ſovereign as the ſafeſt meafure, When the preſident's 
offers were firſt communicated to Pizarro, By our Lady 
ſaid he, in that ſtrain of buffoonry which was familiar to 
im) the prieſt iſſues gracious bulls. He gives them both 
zood and cheap; let us not only accept of them, but wear 
as as reliques about our necks.” Fernandez, lib, ii. c. 63. 


NOTE/XLVIL p. 60. 


Douzng the rebellian of Gonzalo Pizarro, ſeven 
hundred men were. killed in battle, and three hundred and 
eighty were hanged or beheaded. Herrera, dec. viii. lib. 
iv. C. 4. Above three hundred of theſe were cut off by 
Carvajal. Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 91. Zarate makes the 
number of thoſe put to a violent death five Hundred. Lib, 
VII. C. JI. | ; 


NOTE XLVIIL p. 267. 
In my 2 concerning the manners and policy of the 
Mexicans, I have received much information from a large 


banalen. of Don Alonſo de Corits, one of the judges in 


- 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
the Court of Audience of Mexico. In the year 1553, 
Philip II. in order that he might diſcover the mode of le- 
vying tribute from his Indian ſubjects, that would be moſt 


_beneficial to the crown, and leaſt oppreſſive to them, ad- 
dreſſed a mandate to all the Courts of Audience in Ame- 


rica, enjoining them to anſwer certain queries which he 
propoſed to them, concerning the ancient form of govern- 
ment eſtabliſned among the various nations of Indians, and 
the mode in which they paid taxes to their kings, or chiefs, 
In obedience to this mandate, Corita, who had reſided nine- 
teen years in America, fourteen of which he paſſed in New 
Spain, compoſed the work of which I have a copy. He 
acquaints his ſovereign, that he had made it an object 


during his reſidence in America, and in all its provinces' 
which he had viſited, to inquire diligently into the manners 


and cuſtoms of the natiyes; that he had converſed, for this 
purpoſe, with many aged and intelligent Indians, and con- 
ſulted ſeveral of the Spaniſh eccleſiaſtics, who underſtood 
the Indian languages moſt. perfectly, particularly ſome of 
thoſe who landed in New Spain ſoon after the conqueſt, 
Corita appears to be a man 1 ſome learning,: and to have 
carried on his inquiries with the diligence and accuracy to 
which he pretends, Greater credit is due to his teſtimony 


fram one circumſtance, His work was not compoſed with 


a view to publication, or in ſupport of any particular the- 
ory, but contains fimple, though full anſwers to queries 
propoſed to him officially. Though Herrera does not men- 
tion him among the authors whom he had followed as guides 
in his hiſtory, 4 ſhould ſuppoſe, from ſeveral facts of which 
he takes notice, as well as from ſeveral expteſſions which he 
uſes, that this memorial of Corita was not unknown to him, 


- 


NOTE XIIX. p. 276, 


Tur early Spaniſh writers were fo haſty and inaccurate 
in eſtimating the numbers of people in the provinces and 
towns of America, that it is impoſſible to aſcertain that of 
Mexico itſelf with any degree of preciſion. Cortes de- 
ſcribes the extent and populouſneſs of Mexico iti general 
terms, which imply, that it was not inferior to the greateſt 
cities in Europe, Gomara is more explicit, and. affirms, 
| th 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


that there were 60,000 houſes or families in Mexico, 
Chron. c. 78. Herrera adopts his opinion. Dec. ii. lib. 
vii. c. 33; and the generality of writers follow them impli- 
citly without inquiry or ſcruple, According to this account, 
the inhabitants of Mexico muſt have been about 300,000. 
Torquemada, with his uſual propenſity to the marvellous, 
aſſerts, that there were a hundred and twenty thouſand houſes 
or families in Mexico, and conſequently = Mer ſix hundred 
thouſand inhabitants. Lib. iii. c. 23, But in a very judi- 
cioiis account of the Mexican empire, by one of Cortes's 
officers, the population is fixed at 60,600 people. Ramu- 
ſio, iii. 309, A. Even by this account, which probably is 
much nearer the truth than any of the foregoing, Mexico 
yas 1 great cit. | dr * 


NOTE L. p. 279. 


| Ir is to P. Torribio de Benavente, that I am indebted for 
this curious obſervation. Palafox, biſhop of Los Angeles, 
confirms and illuſtrates it more fully. The Mexican (ſays 
he) is the only language in which a termination indicating 
reſpect, ſilauvas reverentiales y de corteſia, may be affixed to 
every word. By adding the final ſyllable zin or azin to any 
word, it becomes a proper expreſſion of veneration in the 
mouth of an inferior, If, in ſpeaking to an equal, the word 

ather is to be uſed, it is Tat!; but an inferior ſays Tatzin. 

ne prieſt ſpeaking to another, calls him Teopixque ; a per- 
ſon of inferior rank calls him Teopixcatzin. - The name of 
the emperor who reigned when Cortes invaded Mexico, 
was Montezuma, but his vaſſals, from reverence, pronounc- 
ed it Montezumazin, Torribio, MS. Palaf. Virtudes del 
Indio, p. 65. The Mexicans had not only reverential 
nouns, but reverential verbs. The manner in which theſe 
are formed from the verbs in common ufe, is explained by 
D. Joſ. Aug. Aldama y Guevara in his Mexican Gram- 
c n * 
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NOTE LI p. 283 
From comparing ſeveral paſſages in Corita and Her. 
rera, we may colle& with ſome degree of accuracy, the va. 
rious modes in which the Mexicans contributed towards the 
ſupport of government. Some perſons of the firſt order 
ſeem to have been exetnpted from the payment of any tri- 
bute, and, as their only duty to the public, were bound to 
perſonal ſervice in war, and to follow the banner of the ſo- 
vereign with their vaſſals, 2. The immediate vaſſals of the 
crown were bound not only to perſonal military ſervice, but 
paid a certain proportion of the produce of their lands m 
kind. 3. Thoſe who held offices of honour or truſt, paid a 
certain ſhare of what they received in conſequence of hold- 
ing theſe. 4. Esch Capullae, or aſſociation, cultivated ſome 
part of the common field allotted to it, for the behoof of 


the crown, and depoſited the produce in the royal granaries. 


Some part of whatever was brought to the public mar- 

ets; whether fruits of the earth, or the various produc- 
tions of their artiſts and Wwanufacturers, was demanded for 
the public uſe, and the merchants who paid this were ex- 
empted from every other tax, 6. The Mayeguss, or ad- 
ſeripti glebæ, were bound to cultivate certain diſtriéts in 
every province, which may be conſidered as crown lands, 
and brought the increaſe into public ſtorehouſes. "Thus the 
ſovereign received ſome part of whatever was ufeful or va- 
Juable in the country, whether it was the natural production 
of the ſoil, or acquired by the induſtry of the people. What 
each contributed towards the ſupport of government, ſeems 
to have been inconſiderable. Corita, in anſwer to one of 
the queries put to the Audience of Mexico, by Philip II. 
endeavours to eſtimate in money the value of what each ci- 
tizen might be ſuppoſed to pay, and does not reckon it at 
more than three'or four n about eighteen-pence or two 
ſhillings a head. 5 


NOTE LIL p. 284 


Corres, who ſeems to have been as much aſtonifhed 
With this; as with any inſtance of Mexican ingenuity, gives 
a particular deſcription of it. Along one of the cauſeways, 
LD be. JC 


e „„ „ r AO KY os a > eee RLLSYSH 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.” 
ſays he, by which Gor enter the city, are conducted twa 


conduits, compoſed of clay tempered with mortar, about 
two paces in breadth, and raiſed about ſix feet. In one of 
them is conveyed a ſtream of excellent water, as large as 
the Dory of a man, into the centre of the city, and it ſup- 
plies al 


ſtream of water may be turned into it. As this conduit 


paſſes along two of the bridges, where there are breaches in 
ne cauſeway, through which the ſalt water of the lake 
flows, it is conveyed over them in pipes as large as the 


body of an ox, then tarried from the conduit to the remote 
uarters of the city in canoes, and ſold to the inhabitants, 

Relat ap. Rampf. 88 A. n NPY ; 

80 A „* | 4-5, ; 
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NOTE LIII. p. 289. 


In the armory of the royal palace of Madrid, are ſhewn 
fuits of armour, which are called Montezuma's. They 
are compoſed of thin lacquered copper-plates. In the opix 
nion of very intelligent judges they are evidently eaſtern, 
The forms of the ſilver ornaments upon them, repreſenting 
dragons, &c. may be conſidered as $ confirmation of this. 
They are infinitely ſuperior in point of workmanſhip to any 
effort of American art, "The Spaniards probably received 
them from the Philippine iſlands. The only unqueſtionable 
ſpecimen of Mexican art that I know of in Great Britain, 
is a cup of very fine gold, which is ſaid to have belonged to 
Montezuma. It weighs 5 oz. 12dwt. Three drawings 


of it were exhibited-to the Society of Antiquaries, June 10, 


1765. A man's head is repreſented on this cup. On one 
fide the full face, on the other the profile, on the third the 
back parts of the head. The relievo is ſaid to have been 
produced by punching the inſide of the cup, ſo as to make 
the repreſentation of a face on the outſide. The features are 
rude, but very tolerable, and certainly too rude for Spaniſh 
workmanſhip. This cup was purchaſed by Edward earl of 
Orford, while he lay in the harbour of Cadiz with the fleet 
under his command, and is now in the poſſeſſion of his 
grandſon, Lord Archer. I am indebted for this information 
io my reſpectable and ingenuous friend Mr. Barrington. 
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the inhabitants plentifully. The other is empty, 
that when it is neceſſary to clean, or repair the former, the 
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NOT E LIV. p. 290. 


Tur learned reader will perceive how much I have 
been indebted in this part of my work, to the guidance of 
the biſhop of Glouceſter, who has traced the ſucceſſive 
ſteps by which the human mind advanced in this line of 
its progreſs, with much erudition and greater ingenuity. 
He is the firſt, as far as I know, who formed a rational 
and conſiſtent theory concerning the various modes of 
writing practiſed by nations, according to the various 
degrees of their improvement. Div. Legation of Moſes, 
iii. 69, &c. Some important obſervations have been 
added by the learned and intelligent author of the Traite 
2 la Formation Mechanique des Langues, tom. i. 295, 


As the Mexican paintings are the moſt curious monu- 
ments extant of the earlieſt mode of writing, it will not 
be improper to give ſome account of the means by which 
they were preſerved from the general wreck of every work 
of art in America, and communicated to the Public. For 
the moſt early and complete collection of theſe, publiſhed 
by Purchas, we are indebted to the attention of that cu- 
rious inquirer, Hakluyt. Don Antonio Mendoza, viceroy 
of New Spain, having deemed thoſe paintings à proper 


preſent for Charles V. the ſhip in which they were ſent 


to Spain, was taken by a French cruizer, and they came 
into the poſſeſſion of Thevet, the king's geographer, who 
having travelled himſelf into the New World, and deſcrib- 
ed one of its provinces, was a curious obſerver of what- 
ever tended to illuſtrate the manners of the Americans. 
On his death, they were publiſhed by Hakluyt, at that 
time chaplain of the Engliſh ambaſſador to the French 
court; and, being left by him to Purchas, were publiſhed 
at the deſire of the learned antiquary Sir Henry Spelman. 
Purchas, iii. 1065. 


Tux ſecond ſpecimen of Mexican picture-writing was 
publiſhed by Dr. Francis Gemelli Carreri, in two copper- 
plates. The firſt is a map, or repreſentation of the progreſs 

IE 9 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 


of the ancient Mexicans on their firſt atrival in the coun 

and of the various ſtations in which they ſettled, before they 
founded the capital of their empire in the lake of Mexico. 
The ſecond is a Chronological Wheel, or Circle, repreſent- 


cycle of fifty-two years, The former was given to him 
by D. Chriſtoval de Guadalajora, in the Fity of Los Ange- 
los; the latter, he received from Don Carlos de Siguenza 
y Gongorra, But as it ſeems now to be a received opinion 
(founded I know not on what evidence) that Carreri was 


is an account of a fictitious voyage, I have not mentioned 
theſe paintings in the text. They have, however, ma- 
nifeſtly the appearance of being Mexican productions, and 
are allowed to be ſo by Boturini, who was well qualified 
to determine whether they were genuine or ſuppoſititious. 
The ſtyle of painting in the former is conſiderably more 
perfect than any other ſpecimen of Mexican deſign ; but 
as the original is faid to have been much defaced by time, 
Iſuſpect chat it has been improved by ſome touches from 
the hand of an European artiſt. Carerri, Churchil, iv. 
p. 487. The chronological wheel is a juſt delineation of 
the Mexican mode of computing time, as deſcribed by 
Acoſta, lib. vi. c. 2. It ſeems to reſemble one which that 
learned Jeſuit had ſeen ; and if it be admitted as a genuine 
monument, it proves that the Mexicans had artificial, or 
arbitrary characters, which repreſented ſeveral things beſides 
numbers. Each month is there repreſented by a ſymbol 
expreſſive of ſome work or rite peculiar to it. 


Tas third ſpecimen of Mexican painting was diſcovered 
dy another Italian. In 1736, Lorenzo Boturini Benaduci 
et out for New Spain, and was led by ſeveral incidents to 


ſtudy the language of the Mexicans, and to collect the re- 


mains of their hiſtorical monuments, He perſiſted nine 
years in his reſearches, with the enthuſiaſm of a projector, 
and the patience of an antiquary. In 1746, he publiſhed 
at Madrid, Idea de una Nueva Hiſtoria General de la America 
Septentrional, containing an account of the reſult of his 
inquiries; and he added to it a catalogue of his Ame- 
nean Hiſtorical Muſeum, arranged under thirty-ſix different 
heads. His idea of a New Hiſtory appears to me the work 


ing the manner in which they computed and marked their 


never out of Italy, and that his famous Giro del Mundo, 
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of a whimſical credulous man. But his catalogue 0 
Mexican maps, paintings, tribute-rolls, calendars, &c. is 
amazing. Unfortunately a ſhip, in which he had ſent : 


„roll which I have mentioned. 


- order of their Imperial Majeſties. I have obtained ſuch ; 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


conſiderable part of them to Europe, was taken by an 
Engliſh privateer in the war before laſt ; and it is — * 
that they periſhed by falling into the hands of ignorant cap. 
tors. Boturini | himſelf 'incurred the diſpleaſure of the 
Spaniſh court, and died in an hoſpital at Madrid. The 
hiſtory, of which the Idea, &c. was only a proſpectus, was 
never publiſhed. ' The remainder of his Muſeum ſeems to 
have been diſperſed. Some part of it came into the poſſeſſion 
of the preſent archbiſhop of "Toledo, when he was primate 
of New Spain, and he publiſhed from it that curious tribute. 


Tx only other collection of Mexican paintings, as fat 
as I can learn, is in the Imperial Library at Vienna. By 


ſpecimen of theſe as I deſired, in eight paintings, made 
with ſuch fidelity, that I am informed the copies could hardly 
be diſtinguiſhed from the originals. According to a note 
in this Codex Mexicanus, it appears to have been. a preſent . 
from Emanuel King of Portugal to Pope Clement VII. 
Who died A. D. 1533. After paſſing through the hands of T 
ſeveral illuſtrious proprietors, it fell into thoſe of the cardinal WM than 
of Saxe Eiſenzch, who preſented it to the emperor Leo- Wl But 
pold. Theſe paintings are manifeſtly Mexican, but they Wi corgi 
are in a ſtyle very different from any of the former. in ci 
An engraving has been made of one of them, in order to Mon 
ratify ſuch of my readers as may deem this an object 
vorthy of their attention. Were it an object of ſufficient Fi 
importance, it might be poſſible, with ſome attention, dy Ml cur ii 
recourſe to the plates of Purchas, and the archbiſhop of WM ſome 
Toledo, as a key, to form plauſible conjectures concerning Wl &rug 


the meaning af this picture. Many of the figures are mu- 1173 


nifeſtly ſimilar. A. A. are targets and darts, almoſt in the 
ſame form with thoſe publiſhed by Purchas, p. 1070, 1071 
&c. B. B. are figures of temples, nearly 4 14 
which occur in Purchas, p. 1109 and 1113, and in Loret- 
zana, Plate II. C. is a bale of mantles, or cotton cloths, 
the figure of which occurs in almoſt every plate of 
\ \* 23/4 <5 n be Sn o LOS. 3-3 | 
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| . NOFES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Purchas and Lorenzana: E. E. E. ſeem to be Mexican 


f captains in their war dreſs, the fantaſtic ornaments of which 
* WH reſemble the figures in Purchas, p. 1110, 1111, 1113. 
I ſhould ſuppoſe this picture to be a tribute-roll, as their 


mode of noting numbers occurs frequently. D. D. D. 
Kc. According to Boturini; the mode of computation 
by the number of knots, was known to the Mexicans as well 


number of units is repreſented in the Mexican paintings in 
my poſſeſſion, ſeems to confirm this opinion. They plainly 
reſemble a ſtring of knots on a eord or rope. 


NOTE LV. p. 291. 


the ſecond, the Divider of Men; the third, the Shedder 
of Blood; the fourth, the Lord of the Dark-Houſe. Acof- 
ta, Lib. vi. c. 25. 18 784 a 


NOTE LI. p. 297. 


of Tur Temple of Cholula, which was deemed more holy 
m than any in New Spain, was likewiſe the moſt conſiderable. 
:0- ¶ But it was nothing more than a mount of ſolid earth. Ac- 
e cording to Torquemada, it was above a quarter of a league 


er. WF in circuit at the baſe, and roſe to the height of forty fathoms. 
to Mon. Ind. Lib. iii. c. 19. | 


et | | 

ent BY From inſpecting various figures of Temples, which oc- 
by cur in the paintings engraved by Purchas, there ſeems to be 

ö of ſome reaſon. for ſuſpecting that all their temples were con- 
uns By ſtructed in the ſame manner. See vol. iii. p. 1109, 1110, 
m- 1113. 

the | 

0 | NOTE LVII. p. 298. 


ths, Nor only in Tlaſcala, and Tepeaca, but even in Mex- 
ol deo itſelf, the houſes of the people were mere huts built 
cha with turf, or mud, or the branches of trees. They were 
extremely low and flight, and without any furniture but 
a few earthen veſſels, Like the rudeſt Indians 2 
lies 


- 


as to the Peruvians, p. 85; and the manner in which the. 


Tur firſt was called, the Prince of the deathful Lance; | 
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NOTES AND-IELUSTRATIONS. 


families reſided under the ſame roof, without having any ſepa il 1 
rate apartments. Herrera, Dec. ii. lib. vii. c. 13. lib. x. c 
22, Dec. iv. lib. iv. c. 17. Torquem, lib. iii. c. 23. 0 
| { 
NOTE LVIII. p. 298. 

| | li 
1 EST | x71 ir 
AM informed by a perſon who reſided long in New Spa uv 
and viſited almoſt every province of it, that there is nl g 
in all the extent of that vaſt empire, any monument, or ve in 
tige of any building more ancient than the conqueſt, or be 
any bridge; or highway; except ſome remains of the cauſeway th 
from Guadaloupe to the gate of Mexico, by which Cort m 
entered the city. MS. penes me. The author of another ac: fa 
count in manuſcript obſerves; „That at this day there doe ve 
not remain even the ſmalleſt veſtige of the exiſtence of as thi 
-ancient Indian — public or private, either in Mex mi 
or in any province of New Spain. I have travelled, ſays H na 
through all the countries adjacent to them, viz. New G po! 
licia, New Biſcay, New Mexico, Sonora, Cinaloa, ti in 
New Kingdom of Leon, and New Santandero, without tio 
having obſerved any monument worth notice, except ti but 
ruins near an ancient village in the valley de Gaſas Grand ally 
in lat. N. 30“. 46. longit. 258®. 24. from the iſland of fo t 
ter 


Teneriffe, or 460 leagues N. N. W. from Mexico. He 
deſcribes this minutely; and it appears to have been a palin 
building of turf and ſtone, plaiſtered over with white earth 
lime. A miſſionary informed that gentleman, that he be 
diſcovered the ruins of another ſettlement ſimilar to the for 
mer, about a hundred leagues towards N. W. on the ban 
of the river St. Pedro. 8. penes me. 

. Tnose teſtimonies derive great credit from one circu 
' ſtance, that they were not given in ſupport of any particu 
ſyſtem or theory, but as ſimple anſwers to queries which 
had propoſed. It is probable, however, that when ti 
gentlemen aſſert no ruins or monuments of any ancient wo 
whatever are now to be diſcovered in the Mexican Empitt 
they meant that there were no ſuch ruins or monumens 


as conveyed any idea of grandeur or magnificence, in # 
wol 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS: 


works of its ancient inhabitants. For it appears from the 
teſtimony of ſeveral Spaniſh authors, that in Otumba, Tlaſ- 
cala, Cholula, &c. ſome veſtiges of ancient buildings are 
ſill viſible. Villa th. 0 Theatro Amer. p. 143, 308, 

53. D. Fran. Ant. Lorenzana, formerly *chbilog of 
Mexico and now of Toledo, in his introduction to that 
edition of the Cartas de Relacion of Cortes, which he pub- 
liſned at Mexico, mentions ſome ruins which are ſtill viſible 
in ſeveral of the towns, through which Cortes paſſed in his 
way to the capital; p. 4. &c. But neither of theſe authors 
give _ deſcription of them, and they ſeem to be ſo very 
inconſiderable; as to ſhew only that ſome buildings had once 
been there. The large mount of earth at Cholula; which 
the Spaniards dignified with the name of temple, {till re- 
mains, but without any ſteps by which to aſcend; or any 
facing of ſtone: It appears now like a natural mount, co- 
vered with graſs and ſhrubs, and poflibly it was never any 
thing more. Torquem. lib. iii. c. 19. I have received a 
minute deſcription of the remains of a temple near Cuer- 
navaca, on the road from Mexico to Acapulco. It is com- 
poſed of large ſtones, fitted to each other as nicely as thoſe 
in the buildings of the Peruvians, which are hereafter men- 
tioned. At the foundation it forms a ſquare of 25 yards; 
but as it riſes in height, it diminiſhes in extent, not gradu- 
ally, but by being contracted ſuddenly at regular diſtances, 
ſo that it muft have reſembled the figure B in the Plate. It 
terminated, it is ſaid, in a ſpire. 


NOTE LIX. p. 303. 


Tas exaggeration of the Spaniſh Hiſtorians, with reſpect 
to the number of human victims ſacrificed in Mexico, appears 
to be very great. According to Gomara, there was no year 
in which twenty thouſand human victims were not offered 
to the Mexican Divinities, and in ſome years they amounted 
to fifty thouſand. Cron. c. 229. The ſkulls of thoſe unhap- 
Py perſons were ranged in order in a building erected for that 
purpoſe ; and two of Cortes's officers, who had counted 
them, informed Gomara that their number was a Tſe 
| ; 4 
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- NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


und thirty-ſiæ thouſand. Ibid. c. 82. Herrera's account: 
ſtill more incredible, that the number of victims was ſo great 
that five thouſand: have heen ſacrificed in one day, nay, on 
ſome occaſions; no leſs than twenty thouſand, Dec. iii. lib. 
ii. c. 16. Torquemada goes beyond both in extravagance, 
for he aſſerts that twenty thouſand children encluſive of 
other victims; were ſlaughtered annually. Mon. Ind. lib. vii. 
c. 21. The moſt reſpectable authority in favour of ſuch 
high numbers is that of Zumurraga; the firſt biſhop of 
Mexico, who, in a letter to the chapter general of his or- 
der, A. D. 1631, aſſerts that the Mexicans facrificed annu- 
ally twenty thouſand victims. Davila. Teatro Eccleſ. 126. 
In oppoſition to all theſe accounts; B. de las Caſas obſerves, 
that if there had been ſuch an annual waſte of the human 
ſpecies, the country could never have arrived at that degree 
of populouſneſs, for which it was remarkable when the 
Spaniards firſt landed there; and he poſitively aſſerts, that 
the Mexicans never ſacrificed more than fifty or a hundred 
perſons in a year. See his diſpute with Sepulveda, ſub- 
joined to his Breviſſima Relacion, p. 105. Cortes does not 
: ſpecify what number of victims was ſacrificed annually, but 
B. Diaz. del Caſtillo relates, that an inquiry having been 
made, with reſpect to this, by the Franciſcan Monks, who 
were (ent into New Spain immediately after the conqueſt, 
it was found that about two thouſand five hundred were ſa- 
- erificed every year in Mexico. c. 207: 


4 


NOTE LX. p. 304. 
Ir is hardly neceſſary to obſerve, that the Peruvian Chro- | 
. nology is not only obſcure, but repugnant to concluſions | 
deduced from the moſt accurite and extenſive obſervations 
concerning the time that elapſes during each reign, in any 5 
given ſucceſſion of princes. The — has been found 
not to exceed twenty years. According to Acoſta and 
Garcilaſſa de la Vega, Huana Capac, who died about the 
Td 1527, was the twelfth Inca. The duration of tht 
Peruvian monarchy ought not to have been reckoned abore 
two hundred and forty years; but they affirm that it hal 
ſubſiſted four hundred years. Acoſta, lib; vi. c. 19. Ve 


lib. i. c. 9. By this account, each reign is extended at! 
| medium 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS: 


medlum to thirty three years, inſtead of twenty, the number 
aſcertained by Sir Iſaac Newton's obſervations; but fo im- 
perfect were the Peruvian traditions, that though the total 
is boldly marked, the number of years in each reign is un- 
knowm a , 


NOTE LXI. p. 310. 


Maxy of the early Spaniſh writers aſſert, that the 
Peruvians offered human ſacrifices. Xerez. p. 190. Za- 
rate, lib. . c. 11. Acoſta, lib. v. c. 19. But Garcilaſſo de 
la Vega contends, that though this barbarous practice 
prevailed among their uncivilized. anceſtors, it was totally 
aboliſhed by the Incas, and that no human victim was ever 
offered in any temple of the Sun. This aſſertion, and the 
plauſible reaſons with which he confirms it, are ſufficient to 
refute the Spaniſh writers, whoſe accounts ſeem to be found- 
ed entirely upon report, not upon what they themſelves had 
obſerved. Vega, lib. ii. c. 4. In one of their feſtivals, the 
Peruvians offered cakes of bread; moiſtened with blood 
drawn from the arms, the eye-brows, and noſes of their 
children. Id. lib. vii. c. 6. This rite ſeems to have been 
derived from their ancient practice. 


NOTE TXII. p. 315. 


Tur Spaniards have adopted both thoſe cuſtoms of the 
antient Peruvians. They have preſerved ſome of the aque- 
ducts or canals, made in the days of the Incas, and have 
made new ones, * which they water every field that they 
cultivate. Ulloa Voyage, tom. i. 422, 477. They like- 
wiſe continue to uſe guano, or the dung of ſea-fowls, as 


' manure. Ulloa gives a deſcription of the almoſt incredible 


quantity of it in the ſmall iſlands near the coaſt. Ibid. 381. 


NOTE LAII. p. 317. 


Tar temple of Cayambo, the palace of the Inca at Callo 
in the plain of Lacatunga, and that of Atun-Cannar, are 
deſcribed by Ulloa, tom. i. 286, &c. who inſpected them 
with great care. M, de Condamine publiſhed a curious 

Vol. II. Ii memoir 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


memoir concerning the ruins of Atun-Cannar. Mem. de 
PAcademie de Berlin, A. D. 1746, p. 435. Acofta de- 
ſcribes the ruins of Cuzco, - which he had examined. 
Lib. vi. c. 14. Garcilaſſo, in his uſual ſtile, gives pom- 
pous and confuſed deſcriptions of ſeveral temples, and other 
public edifices. Lib. iii. c. i. 21. lib. vi. c. 4. Don Za- 
pata, in a large treatiſe concerning Peru, which has not hi- 
therto been publiſhed, communicates ſome information witti 
reſpect to 'feveral monuments of the antient Peruvians, 
which have not been mentioned by other authors. MS. penes 
me, Articulo xx. Ulloa - deſcribes ſome of the ancient 
Peruvian fortifications, which were likewiſe works of great 
extent and ſolidity. Tom. i. 391. Three circumſtances 
ſtruck all thoſe obſervers: the vaſt fize of the ſtones 
which the Peruviatis employed in ſome of their build- 
ings: Acoſta meaſured one, which was thirty feet long, 
eighteen broad; and fix in thickneſs; and yet, he adds; 
that in the fortreſs at Cuzco, there were ftones conſiderably 
larger. It is difficult to conceive how the Peruvians could 
move theſe; and raiſe them to the height even of twelve feet. 
The ſecond circumſtance is, the imperfe&ion of the Peru- 
vian art; when applied to wotking in timber. By'the pa- 
tience and perſeverence natural to Americans, ſtones may be 
formed into any ſhape, merely by rubbing one againſt ano- 
ther, or by the uſe of hatchets or other . ee made of 
ſtone; but with fuch rude tools, little progreſs can be made 
in carpentry. The Peruvians could not mortize two beams 
together; or ore any degree of union, or ſtability to any 
work compoſed of timber. As they could not form a centre, 
they- were totally unacquainted' with the uſe of arches in 
building; nor can the Spaniſh authors conceive how they 
were able to frame a roof for thoſe ample ſtructures which 
they raiſed. be IO OI Neg Fe 
Tx third circumſtance is a ſtriking proof, which all the 
monuments of the Peruvians furniſh; of their want of inge- 
nuity and invention, accompanied with patience no leſs 
aſtoniſhing. None of the ſtones employed in thoſe works 
were formed into any particular or uniform ſhape, that might 
render them fit for building. The Indians took them as 
they fell from the mountains, or were raiſed out of the 
quarries. - Some- were ſquare, ſome triangular, ſome con- 
vex, ſome concave. ; Their art and induſtry were em- 
| $78 8 | | ployed 
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ployed in joining them together, by forming ſuch hollows in 
the one, as perfectly correſponded to the projections or ri- 


ſings in the other: This tedious operation, which might 


have been ſo eaſily abridged, by adapting the ſurface of the 

| ones to each other, either by rubbing, or by their hatchets 
of copper, would be deemed incredible, if it were not put 
beyond doubt by 1 the remains of thoſe buildings. 
It gives them a very ſingular appearance to an European 
eye. There is no regular layer or ſtratum of building, and 
no one ſtone reſembles another in dimenſions or form: At 
the ſame time, by the perſevering, but ill- directed induſtry 
of the Indians, all arejoined with that minute nicety which 
I have mentioned. Ulloa made this obſervation concerning 


the form of the ſtones in the fortreſs of Atun-Cannar. Voy. 


i. p. 387. Pineto gives a ſimilar delcription of the fortreſs 
of Cuzco, the moſt perfect of all the Peruvian works. Za- 
pata MS. penes me. According to M. de Condamine, there 
were regular ſtrata of building in ſome parts of Atun-Can- 
nar, which he remarks as ſingular, and proof of fome pro- 
greſs in improvement, 


NOTE LXIV, 5. 320 


Tur appearance of thoſe bridges, which bend with their 
own weight, wave with the wind, and are conſiderably agi- 
tated by the motion of every perſon who paſſes along- them, 
is very frightful at firſt. But the Spaniards have found them 
to be the eaſieſt mode of paſſing the torrents of Peru, over 
which it would be difficult to throw more ſolid ſtructures 
either of ſtone or timber. They form thoſe hanging bridges 
ſo ſtrong and broad, that loaded mules paſs along them. 
All the trade of Cuzco is carried on by means of ſuch a 
bridge over the river Apurimac: Ulloa, tom. i. 358, A 
more ſimple contrivance was employed in paſling ſmaller 
ſtreams: a baſket, in which the traveller was placed, being 
ſuſpended from a ſtrong rope ſtretched acroſs the ſtream, 
it was puſhed or drawn from one fide to the other. Ibid. 


liz NOTE 


ht, © 


1 
'S 


\ 

5 * 
65 
15 
1 
ly 
” f 

\ 
[ l 
= 
= 
o 
_ 


CESS eo Bs Ape IE ei out es At. be OH ad 
* dt > aA XTi 5 * N - — 
- 2 — * 
— — = — 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE LXV. p. 329. 


My information with reſpe& to thoſe events is taken 
from Noticia breve de la expedicion militar de Sonora y 
Cinaloa, ſu exito feliz, y vantojoſo eſtado, en que por con- 
ſecuencia de ello, ſe han pueſto ambas provincias, publiſhed 
at Mexico, June 17th, 1771, in order to ſatisfy the curio- 
ſity of the merchants, who had furniſhed the viceroy with 
money for defraying the expence of the armament. The 
copies of this Voticia are very rare in Madrid; but I have 
obtained one which has enabled me to communicate theſe 
curious facts to the public. According to this account, 
there was found in the mine Yecorato, in Cinaloa, a grain 
of gold of twenty-two carats, which weighed ſixteen marks 
four ounces four orchavas; this was ſent to Spain as a pre- 
ſent fit for the king, and is now depoſited in the royal cabi- 
net at Madrid, | . 


NOTE LXVI. p. 329. 


Tur uncertainty of geographers with reſpect to this 
point is remarkable; for es ſeems to have ſurveyed its 
coaſts with great accuracy. The archbiſhop of Toledo has 
publiſhed, from the original, in the poſſeſſion of the mar- 
quis del Valle, the deſcendant of Cortes, a map drawn in 
1541, by the pilot Domingo Caftillo, in which. California 
is laid down as a peninſula, ſtretching out nearly in the ſame 
direction which is now given to it in the beſt maps; and 
the point where Rio Colorado enters the gulf is marked 
with preciſion. Hiſt de Nueva Eſpagna, 327 


NOTE LXVII. p. 332. 


1 AM indebted for this fact to M. L' Abbe Raynal, tom. 
iii. 1o3; and upon conſulting an intelligent perſon, who 
having been long ſettled on the Moſquito ſhore, has been 
engaged in the logwood trade, I find that ingenious author 
has been well informed. The logwood cut near the town 


of 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
ef St. Francis of Compracky, is of much better quality than 


that on the other ſide of Yucatan, and the Engliſh trade 
in the bay of Honduras is almoſt at an end. 


NOTE LXVIII. p. 348. 


P + Torribio de Benevente, or Motolinea, has enume- 


rated ten cauſes of the rapid depopulation of Mexico, to 


which he gives the name of the ten plagues. . Many of theſe 
are not peculiar to that province. 1. The introduction of 
the ſmall-pox, This diſeaſe was firſt brought into New 
1 in the year 1520, by a negroe ſlave, who attended 

arvaez. Torribio affirms, that one half of the people, in 
the provinces viſited with this diſtemper, died. To this 
mortality occaſioned by the ſmall-pox, Torquemada adds 
the deſtructive effects of two ah diſtempers which 
raged in the years 1545 and 1576. In the former 800,000, 
in the latter above two millions periſhed, according to an 


exact account taken by order of the ogy. Mon. Ind. i. 


642. The ſmall-pox were not introduced into Peru for ſe- 
veral years after the invaſion of the Spaniards, but proved 
very fatal to the natives. Garcia Origin, p. 88. 2. The 
numbers who were killed, or died of famine in their war 
with the Spaniards, particularly during the fiege of Mexico. 
The great famine that followed after the reduction of 
exico, as all the people engaged, either on one ſide or 
other, had neglected the cultivation of their lands. Some- 
thing ſimilar to this happened in all the other countries con- 
quered by the Spaniards, 4. The grievous taſks impoſed by 
the Spaniards upon the people belonging to the Repartimien- 
tos. 5. The oppreſſive burden of taxes, which they were 
unable to pay, and from which they could hope for no ex- 
emption. 6. The numbers employed in collecting the gold 
carried down by the torrents from the mountains, who were 


forced from their own habitations, without any proviſion 
made for their ſubſiſtence, and ſubjected to all the rigour of 
cold in thoſe elevated regions. 7. The immenſe labour of 
rebuilding Mexico, which Cortes urged on with - ſuch pre- 
cipitate ardour, as deſtroyed an incredible number of people. 
8. The number of people condemned to ſervitude, under 
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various pretexts, and employed in working the ſilver mines. 
Theſe marked by each proprietor with a hot iron, like his 
cattle, were driven in herds to the mountains. g. The 
nature of the labour to which they were ſubjected there, 
the noxious vapours of the mines, the coldneſs of the climate, 
and ſcarcity of. food were fo fatal, that Torribio affirms, 
the country round ſeveral of thoſe mines, particularly near 
| Guaxago, was covered with dead bodies, the air corrupted 
with their ſtench, and fo many vultures, and other voracious 
bitds, hovered about for their prey, that the ſun was darken- 
ed with their flight. 10. The Spaniards in the different ex- 
peditions which they undertook, and by the civil wars which 
they cartied on, deſtroyed many of the natives, whom they 
 Eompelled to ferve them as Tamemes or carriers of burdens. 
This laſt mode of oppreſſion was particularly ruinous to the 
Peruvians. From the number of Indians who periſhed in 
Gonzalo Pizarro's expedition into the countries to the eaſt 
of the Andes, one may form ſome idea of what they fuffered, 
and how faſt they waſted. Torribio, MS Corita, in his 
Breve y Summaria Relacion, illuſtrates and confirms ſeve- 
ral of Torribio's obſervations, to which he refers. MS, 
Penes me. . bY . | o * 8 


NOTE LXIX. p. 348. 


Even Monteſquieu has adopted this idea, lib. viii. c. 18. 
ut the paſſion bf that great man for ſyſtem, ſometimes ren- 
dered him inattentive to reſearch ;- and from his capacity to 
refine, he was apt, in ſome inſtances, to averlook- obvious 
and juſt cauſes, ING =; 444 | 


NOTE LXX. p. 349. 


A Strong proof of this occurs in the teſtament of Iſabella, 
where ſhe diſcovers the moſt tender concern for the humane 
and mild uſage of the Indians. *Thoſe laudable ſentiments of 
the queen have been adopted into the public law of Spain, 
and ſerve, as the introduction to the regulations 2 
* | FE ee 5 taine 
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' tained under the title of the good treatment of the Indian. 
Recopil. lib. vi. tit. x. | 


FP + 
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NOTE LXXI, P: X. 


In the ſeventh Title of the firſt book of the . Recopila- 
cion, which contains the laws concerning the powers and 
functions of archbiſhops and biſhops, almoſt a third part of 
them relates to what is incumbent upon them, as guardians 
of the Indians, and points out the various methods in which 
it is their duty to interpoſe, in order to defend them from op- 
reſfion, either with reſpect to their perſon or property. 
Nor only do the laws commit to them this honourable and 
humane office, but they actually exerciſe it. 2 


INNUMERABLE proofs of this might be produced from 
Spaniſh authors. But I rather refer to Gage, as he was not 
diſpoſed to aſcribe any merit to the popiſh clergy, to which 
they were not fully entitled. Survey, p. 142, 192, &c. 
Henry Hawks, an Engliſh merchant, who reſided five years 
in New Spain, previous to the year 1572, gives the ſame 
favourable account of the popiſh clergy. Hakluyt, iii. 466. 
By a law of Charles V. not only biſhops, but other eccle- 
ſiaſtics, are empowered to inform and admoniſh the civil 
magiſtrates, if any Indian is deprived of his juſt liberty 
and rights. Recopilac. lib. vi. tit. vi. ley. 14; and thus 
were conſtituted legal protectors of the Indians. Some of 
the Spaniſh eccleſiaſtics refuſed to grant abſolution to ſuch 
of their countrymen as poſſeſſed Encomiendas, and con- 
ſidered the Indians as ſlaves, or employed them in working 
their mines. Gonz. Davil. Fiatro. Eccleſ: i. 157. 


NOTE 
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NOTE LXXI. p. 351. 


Accorpig to Gage, Chiapa dos Indos contains 
4000 families, and he mentions it ouly as one of the largeſt 


Indian towns in America. p. 104. 


NOTE LXXIII. p. 351. | 


It is yery difficult to obtain an accurate account of the 
ſtate of population in thoſe kingdoms of Europe where 
the police is moſt perfect and where ſcience has made the 
greateſt progreſs. In Spaniſh America, where knowledge 
is ſtill in its infancy, and few men have leifure to engage in 
reſearches merely ſpeculative, little attention has been paid 
to this curious inquiry. But in the year 1741, Philip V. 
enjoined the viceroys and goyernors of the ſeveral provinces 
in America, to make an actual ſurvey of the people under 
their juriſdiction, and to tranſmit a report concerning their 
number and occupations, In confequence of this order, the 
Conde de Fuen-Clara, viceroy of New Spain, appointed 
D. Joſ. Antonio de Villa-Segnor y Sanchez, to execiite that 
commiſſion in New Spain. From the reports of the magiſ- 
trates in the ſeveral diſtricts, as well as from his own obſer- 
vations, and long acquaintance with moſt of the provinces, 
Villa Segnor publiſhed the reſult of his inquiries ip his 
Theatra Americans. His report, however, is imperfect. 
Of the nine dioceſes, into which the Mexican empire has 
been divided, he has publiſhed an account only of five, viz. 
the archbiſhopric of Mexico, the biſhoprics of Los Angeles, 
Mechoacan, Oaxaca, and Nova Galicia, The biſhoprics 
of Y ucatan, 8 and Guatimala, are entirely 
omitted, though the latter comprehend countries, in 


which the Indian race is more numerous than in any part of 
New Spain. In his ſurvey of the extenſive dioceſe of Nova 
Galicia, the ſituation of the different Indian villages is de- 
ſcribed ; but he ſpecifies yo number of people-only in a 
ndians of that vaſt province, 
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in which the Spaniſh dominion is imperfectly eſtabliſhed, 
are not gy hn with the ſame accuracy as in other parts 
of New Spain. According to Villa Segnor, the actual 
ſtate of population in the five dioceſes above mentioned is, 
of Spaniards, negroes, mulattoes, and meſtizos, in the 
dioceſes 'of | Tor Ig | 3 


Mexico - P24 
Los Angeles | — — 
Mechoacan = - 
Oaxaca = „„ 
Nova Galicia 85 — 


At the rate of five to a family, the — 


number is 9532549 
Indian families in the dioceſe of Mexico 119,511 
Los Angeles - 1 88,240 
Mechoacan — 36,196 
Oaxaca - — — 44,222 
Nova Galicia — 2 6,222 

294,391 


Ar the rate of five to a family, the total number is 
1,471,955. We may rely with L certainty on this 
computation of the number of Indians, as it is taken from 
the Matricula, or regiſter, according to which the tribute 


paid by them is collected. As four dioceſes of nine are 


totally omitted, and in that of Nova Galicia the numbers 
are imperfectly recorded, we may conclude, that the num- 
ber of Indians in the Mexican empire exceeds two mil- 
lions. | | 

THe account of the number of Spaniards, &c. ſeems 
not to be equally complete. Of many places, Villa 
Segnor obſerves in general terms, that ſeveral Spaniards, 
negroes, and people of a mixed race, reſide there, with- 
out ſpecifying- their number. If, therefore, we make al- 
lowance for theſe, and all who reſide in the four dioceſes 


omitted, 
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omitted, the number of Spaniards, and of thoſe, of a mixed 
race, may probably amount to a million and a half. In 
ſome. places, Villa Segnor diſtinguiſhes between Spa. 
niards, and the three inferior races of Negroes, Mulattos, 
and Vieſtizos, and marks their numbers ſeparately. But 
he generally blends them together. But — the pro- 
portion obſervable in thoſe places, where the number of 
each is marked, as well as from the account of the ſtate 
of population in New Spain by ather authors, it is manifeſt 
that the number of negroes and perſons of a mixed race 
far exceeds that of be Sooners. Perhaps the latter ought 
not to be reckoned above 500,000 to a million of the 
former. | 


DeFEcTIve as this account may be, I have not been 
able to procure ſuch intelligence concerning the num- 
ber of people in Peru, as might enable me to form any 
conjecture equally ſatisfying with reſpect to the degree 
of its population. I have been informed, that in the 
year 1761, the protector of the Indians in the vice-roy- 
alty of Peru computed that 612,780 paid tribute to 2 
king. As all females, and perſons under age, are ex- 
empted from this tax in Peru, the total number of In- 
dians ought, by that account, to be 2,449,120. Ms. 
penes me. | ; 


* 


I sHALL. mention another mode, by which one. may 


compute, or at. leaſt form a gueſs „ ſtate of 
f 


population in New Spain and Peru. According to an ac- 
count which J have reaſon to conſider as accurate, the num- 
ber of copies of the bull of Cruzada, exported to Peru 
on each new publication, is 1,171,953; to New Spain 


2,649,326. I am informed, that but few Indians pur- 


chaſe bulls, and that they are ſold chiefly to the Spaniſh 
inhabitants, and thoſe of a mixed race; ſo that the num- 
ber of Spaniards, and people of a mixed race, will 
amount, by this mode of computation, at leaſt to three 
millions. | . 


THE number of inhabitants in many of the towns in 
Spaniſh America, may give us ſome idea of the extent 
of population, and correct the inaccurate, but popular 
f „ 0 0 ; * 2 8 notion 
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notion entertained in Great Britain, concerning the weak 


and deſolate ſtate of their colonies. The city of Mexico 
contains at leaſt 150,000 people. Los Angeles contains 


above '60,000 * Spaniards, and people of a mixed race. 


Villa Segnor, p. 247. Guadalaxara contains above 30,000, 
excluſive of Indians, Ib. ii. 206. Lima contains 54,000, 


D. Coſme Bueno Deſcr. de Peru, 1764. Carthagena 


contains 25,000. Potoſi contains 25,000. * Bueno, 1767. 
Popayan contains above 20, 00. Ulloa, i. 287. Towns 
of a ſecond claſs are ſtill more numerous. The cities in 
the molt thriving ſettlements of other European nations in 
America cannot be compared with theſe, ' * 


Tuxsg are ſuch detached accounts of the number of 
ple in ſeveral towns, as I found ſcattered in authors 


whom I thought worthy of dredit. But I have obtained 


an enumeration of the inhabitants of the towns in the 
province of Quito, on the accuracy of which J can rely; 
and I communicate it to the public, both to gratify cu- 
rioſity, and to reQify the miſtaken notion which I have 
mentioned. St. Franciſco de 8 contains between 50 
and 60,000 people of all the different races. Beſides the 
city, there are in the Cyrregimients 29 curacies efta- 


bliſhed in the Hg 62 villages, each of 'which has ſmaller- 


hamlets depending upon it. The inhabitants of theſe are 
moſtly Indians and Meſtizos. St, Juan de Paſto has be- 
tween 6 and 8000 inhabitants, beſides 27 dependent vil- 
lages. St. Miguel de Ibarra 700g citizens, and ten vil- 
lages. The diſtrict of Havala between 18 and 20,000 
people. The diſtrict of Tacunna between 10 and 12,000. 
The diſtrict of Ambato between 8 and 10, ooo, beſides 
16 depending villages. The city of Riobamba between 
16 and 20,000 inhabitants, and 9 depending villages. 
The diſtrict of Chimbo between 6 and 8000. The city 
of Guaquil from 16 to 20,000 inhabitants, and 14 de- 
pending villages. The diſtrict of Atuaſi between 5 and 
6000, and 4 depending villages, The city of Cuenza 
*tween 25 and 30,000 inhabitants, and 9 populous de- 
pending villages. The town of Laxa from 8 to 10, ooo 
inhabitants, and 14 depending villages. This degree of 
population, though ſlender, if we conſider the vaſt ex- 
tent of. the country, is far beyond what is 2 
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ſuppoſed. I have omitted to mention, in its proper pl 
that Quito is the only province in Spaniſh a 
can be denominated a manufacturing country; hats, cot. 
ton ſtuffs, and coarſe woollen cloths, are made there in 
ſuch quantities, as to be ſufficient not only for the con- 
ſumption of the province, but to furniſh a conſiderable ar. 
ticle for exportation into other parts of Spaniſh America. 
I know not whether the uncommon induſtry of this pro- 
vince ſhould be conſidered as the cauſe or effect of its po- 
pulouſneſs. But among the oſtentatious inhabitants of 
the New World, the paſſion for every thing that comes 
from Europe is fo violent, that I am told the manufac. 
tures of Quito are ſo much undervalued, as to be on thy 


decline. | 


NOTE LXXIV. p. 356. 


Tusk are eſtabliſhed at the following places: St. {MWiity- 
Domingo in the iſland. of Hiſpaniola, Mexico in New Nov 

pain, Lima in Peru, Panama in Tierra Firme, Santi- the {| 

o in Guatimala, Guadalaxara in New Galicia, Santo {Ward 

e in the New Kingdom of Granada, La Plata in the ua 
country of Los Charcas, St. Franciſco de Quito, St. Jago 
de Chili, Buenos Ayres. To each of theſe are ſubjected 
ſeveral large provinces, and ſome ſo far removed from 
the cities where the courts are fixed, that they can derive 
little benefit from their juriſdiction. The Spaniſh wri- 
ters commonly reckon up twelve courts of Audience; 


BM ut they include that of Manilla in the Philippine 
fande R 


1 1 


NOTE 
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On account of the diſtance of Peru and Chili from 
Spain, and the difficulty of carrying commodities of ſuch 
bulk as wine and oil acroſs the iſthmus of Panama, the 
Spaniards in thoſe provinces have been permitted to plant 
vines and olives; But they are ſtrialy prohibited from ex- 
porting wine or oil to Panama, Guatimala, of any province 
in ſuch a ſituation as to receive it from Spain. Recop. lib: 
vi. tit, xviii. I. 15—18. 


, 


NOTE LXXVI. p. 363 


Tas computation was made by Benzoni, A. D. 1550, 
fiſty-eight years after the diſcovery of America. Hiſt. 
Novi Orbis, lib. iii. c. 21. But as Benzoni wrote with 
the ſpirit of a malcontent, difpoſed to detract from the Spa- 
niards in every particular, it is poſſiblę that his calculation 
ge may be too low. | 


NOTE LXXVII. p. 365. 


My information, with reſpect to the diviſion and tranſ- 

ion of property in the Spaniſh colonies, is imperfect. 
The Spaniſh authors do not explain this fully, and have not 
perhaps attended ſufficiently to the effects of their own in- 
ſtitutions and laws. Solorzano de jure Ind. vol, ii. lib. ii. 
16. explains in ſome meaſure the introduction of the te- 
ure of Mayoraſgo, and mentions ſome of its effects. Villa 
__ takes notice of a ſingular conſequence of it. He 
dblerves, that in ſome of the beſt ſituations in the city of 
Mexico, a good deal of ground is unoccupied, or covered 
only with the ruins of the houſes once erected upon it; and 
adds, that as this ground is held by right of Mayoraſgo, and 
annot be alienated; that deſolation and thoſe ruins become 
perpetual. Theatr. Amer. vol. i. p. 34. 


NOTE 
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NOTE LXXVII. p. 368. 


f 0750 is no law that excludes Creoles from offices 
either civil or ecclefiaſtic. On the contrary, there are 
many Cedulas which recommend the tonferring places of 
truſt indiſcriminately on the natives of Spain and Americz, 
Betancurt y Figueroa Derecho, &c. p. 5, 6, But not. 
- withſtanding ſuch repeated recommendations, preferment 
in almoſt every different line is conferred on native Spa- 
niards. A remarkable proof of this is produced by the 
author laſt quoted. From the diſcovery of America to 
the year 1637, three hundred and ſixty-nine biſhops, or 
archbiſhops, had been appointed to the different dioceſes 
in that country, and of all that number only twelve wete 
Creoles, p. 40. 


NOTE LXXIX: p. 37t. 


Monzraret as this tribute may appear; ſuch is the 
extreme poverty of the Indians; in many provinces of Ame- 
rica, that the exacting of it is intolerably oppreſſive. Pegnz 
Itiner. par Parochos de Indios, p. 192. 


NOTE LXXX. p. 372. 


Is New Spain, on account of the extraordinary merit 
and ſervices of the firſt conquerors, as well as the mal 
revenue ariſing from the country previous to the diſcovery 

f the mines of Sacatecas, the encomiendas were granted fot 
three, and ſometimes for four lives. Recqpil. Tid- vi, ti 
ii. c. 14, &c. 


1 OE NOTE 
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D. Ant. Ull6a contends, that working in the mines is 
. not noxious, and as a proof of this informs us, that many 
Meſtizos and Indians, who do not belong to any Reparti- 
miento, voluntarily hire themſelves as miners; and ſeveral 
of the Indians; when the legal term of their ſervice expires, 
continue to work in the mines of choice; Entreten. 
265. But his opinion concerning . the wholeſomeneſs of 
this occupation is contrary to the experience of all 3 
and wherever men are allured by high wages, they will en- 
gage in any ſpecies of labour, however fatiguing or perni- 
cious it may be. D. Hern. Carillo Altemirano relates a 
curious fact incompatible with this opinion. Wherever 
mines are wrought, ſays he, the number of Indians de- 
creaſes; but in the province of Campeachy, where there 
are no mines, the number of Indians has increaſed more 
than a third fince the conqueſt of America, though neither 
the ſoil nor climate be ſo favourable as in Peru or Mexico. 
Colbert Collect. In another memorial preſented to Philip 
III. in che year 1609, Captain Juan Gonzalez de Azevedo 
e- Wl aſſerts, that in every diſtrict of Peru, where the Indians are 
a compelled to labour in the mines, their numbers were re- 
duced to the half, and in ſome places to the third of what it 


was under the vice- royalty of Don Fran. Toledo in 1581. 


NOT E LXXXII. p. 373. 


erit 


mall As labour of this kind cannot be preſcribed with legal 
er Keuracy, the taſks ſeem to be in a great meaſure arbitrary, 
| for and like the ſervices exacted by feudal ſuperiors, in vinea, 
ti. prato aut meſſe, from their vaſſals, are extremely burden- 


ſome, and often wantonly oppreſſive. Pegna Itiner. par 
Parochos de Indios. 


NOTE 
TE 
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NOTE LXXXIIL p. 373. 


Tur dor of ſervice known in Peru by the name of | 


Mita, is called Tanda' in New Spain. There it continues 
no longer than a week at a time. No perſon is called to 
ſerve at a greater diſtance from his habitation ttian 24 miles. 
This arrangement is leſs oppreſſive to the Indians than that 
eſtabliſhed in Peru. Memorial of Hern. Carillo Altami- 
rano. Colbert Collect. W 


NOTE LXXXIV. p. 375. 


Tar ſtrongeſt proof of this may be deduced from the 
laws themſelves: By the multitude and variety of regula- 
tions to prevent abuſes, we may form an idea of their num- 
ber. Though the laws have, wiſely, provided that no 
Indian ſhall be obliged to ſerve in any mine at a greater 
diſtance from his place of reſidence than thirty miles, we 
are informed in a memorial of D. Hernati Carillo Altimi- 
rano; preſented to the king, that the Indians of Peru are 
often compelled to ſerve in mines at a diſtance of a hun- 
dred, a hundred and fifty, and even two hundred leagues 
from their habitation: Colbert Collect. Many mines are 
ſituated in parts of the country, ſo barren and fo diſtant from 
the ordinary habitations of the Indians, that the neceſſity of 
procuring labourers to work there, has obliged the Spaniſh 
monarchs to diſpenſe with their own regulations in ſeveral 
inſtances, and to permit the viceroys to compel the people 
of more remote provinces to reſort to thoſe mines. Eſcalona 
Gazophyl. Perub. lib. i. c. 16. But in juſtice to them it 
ſhould be obſerved, that they have been ſtudious to alleviate 
this oppreſſion as much as poſſible, by enjoining the viceroys 
to employ every method, in order to induce the Indians to 
ſettle in ſome part of the country adjacent to the mines. 
Id. ibi | 
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NOT#Z LXXXV. p. 379. 


Torournana, after a long enumeration, which has 
the appearance of accuracy, concludes the number of 
monaſteries in New Spain to be four hundred. Mon. 
Ind. lib. xix. c. 32. The number of monaſteries in the 
city of Mexico alone was, in the year 1745, fifty-five. 


Villa-Segnor. Theat. Amer. i. 34. Ulloa reckons up 


forty convents in Lima, and mentioning thoſe for nuns, he 
ſays, that a ſmall town might be peopled out of them, the 


number of perſons ſhut up there is ſo great. Voy. i. 429. 


Philip III. in a letter to the viceroy of Peru, A. D. 
1620, obſerves, that the number of convents in Lima was 
o great, that they covered more ground than all the reſt of 
the city. Solorz. lib. iii. c. 23. n. 57. Lib. iii. e. 16. 
Torquem. lib, xv. c. 3. The firſt monaſtery in New 
Spain was founded, A. D. 1525, four years only after the 
conqueſt. Torq. lib. xv. c. 16. | 


Accorping to Gil Gonzalez Davila, the complete 
eſtabliſhment of the American church in all the Spaniſh 
ſettlements was, in the year 1649, 1 patriarch, 6 arth- 
biſhops, 32 biſhops, 346 febendaries, 2 abbots, 5 royal 


_ chaplains, . 840 convents. Teatro Eecleſiaſtico de las Ind. 


Occident. vol. i. Pref, When the order of Jeſuits was 
expelled from all the Spaniſh dominions, the colleges, 
profefſed houſes, and reſidencies, which it poſſeſſed in the 
province of New Spain, were thirty, in Quito ſixteen, 
in the New Kingdom of, Granada thirteen, in Peru 
ſeventeen, in Chili eighteen, in Paraguay eighteen, in 
all a hundred and twelve. Colleccion General de Provi- 
dencias haſta acqui tomadas ſobre eſtranamento, &c. de 
la Compagnia, part i. p. 19. The number of Jeſuits, 
prieſts and novices in all theſe amounted to 2245. MS. 
penes me. | 
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In the year 1644, the city of Mexico preſented a pe- 
tition to the king, praying that no new monaſtery might 
be founded, and that the revenues of thoſe already eſta- 
bliſhed might be circumſcribed, otherwiſe the religious 
houſes would ſoon acquire the property of the whole 
country. They requeſt likewiſe that the biſhops might 
be laid under reſtrictions in conferring holy orders, as 
there were at that time in New Spain above fix thouſand 
clergymen. without any living. Ib. p. 16. They muſt have 
been enormons abuſes indeed, when the ſuperſtition of 


American Spaniards was ſhocked; and induced to remon- 
ſtrate againſt them. | 


NOTE LXXXVI. p. 38z: 


Tunis deſcription of the manners of the Spaniſh clergy, 
I ſhould not have ventured to give, upon the teſtimon 
of proteſtant authors. alone, as they may be ſuſpected of 
prejudice or exaggeration. Gage, in particular, who 
had a better opportunity than any proteſtant, to view 
the interior ſtate of Spaniſh America; deſcribes the cor- 
ruption of the church, which he had forſaken, with fo 
much of the acrimony of a new convert, that I ſhould have 
diſtruſted his evidence, though it communicates ſome 
very curious and ſtriking facts. But Benzoni mentions the 
profligacy of eccleſiaſties in America at a very early period 
after their ſettlement there. Hiſt; lib. ii. c. 19, 20. M. 
Frezier, an intelligent obſerver, and zealous for his own 
religion, paints the diſſolute manners of the Spaniſh eccle- 
fiaſtics in Peru, particularly the regulars, in ſtronger 
colours than I have employed. Voy. p. 51. 215, Ke. 
M. Gentil confirms this account. Voy. i. 34. Correal 
concurs with both, and adds many remarkable circum- 
ſtances. Voy. i. 61. 155. 161. I have good reaſon to 
believe, that the manners of the regular clergy, par- 
ticularly in Peru, are ſtill extremely indecent. Acoſta 
himſelf acknowledges, that great corruption of man- 
ners had been the conſequence of permitting monks 
to forſake the retirement and diſcipline of the cloiſter, 


and 
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and to mingle again with the world, by undertaking the 
charge of the Indian pariſhes, De procur. Ind. Salute, lib, 
iv. c. 13, &. He mentions particularly thoſe vices, 
of which I have taken notice, and conſiders the temp- 
tations to them as ſo formidable, that he leans to the 
opinion of thoſe who hold that the regular clergy. 
ſhould not be employed as pariſh prieſts. Lib. v. c. 
20. Even the advocates for the regulars admit, that 
many and great enormities abounded among the monks 
of different orders, when ſet free from the reſtraint of 
monaſtic diſcipline; and from the tone of their defence, 
one may conclude that the charge brought againſt them 
was not deſtitute of truth; n the Penk colonies, 
the ſtate of the regular clergy is nearly the ſame as 
in the Spaniſh ſettlements, and the ſame conſequences 
have followed. M. Biet, ſuperior of the ſecular prieſts 
in Cayenne, inquires, with no leſs picty than candour, 
into the cauſes of this corruption, and imputes it chiefly 
to the exemption of regulars from the juriſdiction and 
cenſures of their dioceſans ; to the temptations to which 
they are expoſed; and to their engaging in commerce. 
Voy. p. 320. It is remarkable, that all the authors, 
who cenſure the licentiouſneſs of the Spaniſh regulars 
with greateſt ſeverity, concur in vindicating the con- 
duct of the Jeſuitss Formed under a diſcipline more 


perfect than that of the other monaſtic orders, or ani- 


mated by that concern for the honour of the ſociety, 
which takes ſuch full poſſeſſion of every member, the 
Jeſuits, both in Mexico and Peru, it is allowed, have 
maintained a moſt irreproachable decency of manners. 
Frezier, 223. Gentil, i. 34. The fame praiſe is 
likewiſe due to the biſhops and moſt of the dignified, 
clergy. Frez. ibid. 
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NOTE LXXXVIL p · 382. 


SOLORZANO, after mentioning the corrupt morals 
of ſome of the regular clergy, with that cautious reſerve, 
which became a Spaniſh. layman, in touching on a ſubject 
ſo delicate; gives his opinion very explicitly, and with 
much firmneſs, againſt committing ad charges to 
monks. He produces the teſtimony of ſeveral reſpectable 


authors of his country, both divines and lawyers, in confir- 
mation of his opinion. De Jure Ind. ii. lib. iii. c. 16. 


A ſtriking proof of the alarm excited by the attempt of 
the Prince d*'Eſquilache to, exclude the regulars from pa- 
rochial eures, is contained in the Colbert collection of 
papers. Several memorials were preſented to the king 
by the procurators for the monaſtic 'orders, and replies 
were made to theſe in name of the ſecular clergy. An 
eager, and even rancorous, ſpirit is manifeſt on both 
fides, in the conduct of this diſpute. 


NOTE LXXXVII. p. 386. 


Nor only the native Indians, but the Meſtiaos, or 
children of a Spaniard and Indian, were originally ex- 
cluded from the prieſthood; and refuſed admiſſion into 
any religious order. But by a law iſſued Sept. 28th, 
1588, Philip II. required the prelates of America to 
ordain ſueh meſtizos born in lawful wedlock, as they ſhould 
find to be properly qualified, and to' permit them to 
take the vows in any monaſtery where they had gone 
through a regular noviciate. Recopil. lib. i. tit. vii. l. 
7. Some regard ſeems to have been paid to this law 
in New Spain; but none in Peru. Upon a repreſenta- 
tion of this to Charles II. in the year 1697, he iſſued a 
new edict, enforcing the obſervation of it, and profeſſing 
his defire to have all his ſubjects, Indians and meſtizos, 
as well as Spaniards admitted to the enjoyment of the ſame 
privileges, Such, however, was the averſion of the Spa- 


niards 
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-niards in America to, the Iridians, and their race, that 
this ſeems to have produced little effect; for, in the 
year 1725, Philip V. was obliged to renew the injunction 
in a more peremptory tone, But fo unſurmountable are 
the hatred and contempt of the Indians among the Peru- 
vian Spaniards, that the preſent king has been conſtrained 
to enforce the former edicts anew by a law, publiſhed 
September 11, 1774. Real Cedula, MS, penes me. 


NOTE LXXXIX. p. 389. 


Uzramsz, an accurate and cautious calculator, ſeems 
to admit, that the quantity of filver that does not pay duty 
may be ſtated thus high. According to Herrera, there 
was not above a third of what was extracted from Potoſi 
that paid the king's fifth. Dec. viii. lib. ii. c. 15. Solor- 
zano aſſerts likewiſe, that the quantity of ſilver which is frau- 
dulently circulated, is far greater than that which is 
3 ſtamped, after paying the fifth. De Ind. jure, vol. 
in lid, v p. 846, * 


NOTE XC. p. 392. | I! 


W HEN the mines of Potoſi were diſcovered in the 1 
year 1545, the veins were ſo near the ſurface, that the 5 
ore was eaſily extracted, and ſo rich, that it was refined 
with little trouble, and at ſmall expence, merely by the 
action of fire. This ſimple mode of refining by fuſion 
alone continued until the year 1574, when the uſe of 
mercury in refining ſilver, as well as gold, was diſcovered. 
Thoſe mines having been wrought without interruption 
for two centuries, the veins are now ſunk ſo deep, that the 
expence of extracting the ore is greatly increaſed. Be- 
fides this, the richnes of the ore, contrary to what hap- 
pens, in moſt other mines, has become leſs as the vein 
continued to dip, and has diminiſhed to ſuch a — 45462 f 
that one is amazed that the Spaniards ſhould perſiſt in 1 f 
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working it. Other rich mines have been ſueceſſively diſ- 
covered; but in general the value of the ores has decreaſed 
ſo much, while the expence of extracting them has aug- 
mented, that the court of Spain, in the year 1736, re- 
. duced the duty payable to the king from a fifth to a tenth. 
All the quickſilver uſed in Peru, is extracted from the fa- 
mous mine of Gunacabelica, diſcovered in the year 1563. 
The crown has reſerved the property of this mine to itlelt ; 
- and the perſons who purchaſed the quickſilver, paid not only 
the price of it, but likewiſe a fth, as a duty to the king. 
But, in the year 1761, this duty on quickſilver was abo- 
liſhed, on account of the increaſe of expence in working 
mines. Ulloa, Entretenimientos, xii.— xv. Voyage, i. p. 
505. 523. Any of my readers who are deſirous of being 
acquainted with the mode in which the Spaniards conduct 
the working of their mines, and the refinement of the ore, 
will find an accurate deſcription of it hy Acoſta. Lib. iv. Co 
1.—13. 2 


NOTE Xcl. p. 393 


In conſequence of this abolition of the , and ſome 
ſubſequent abatements of price, which became neceſſary 
on account of the increaſing expence. of working mines, 
quickſilver, which was formerly fold at eighty peſos the 
quintal, is now delivered by the king at the rate of ſixty 
peſos. Campomanes Educ. Popul. ii. 132. Note. The 
duty on gold is reduced to a twentieth, or five per 
cent. e 3 


NOTE XCI. p. 395. 


Many remarkable proofs occur of the advanced ſtate 
of induſtry in Spain, at the beginning of the . ſixteenth 
century. The number of cities in Spain was conſiderable, 
and they were peopled far beyond the proportion that 
was common in other- parts of Europe. The cauſes 
of this, I have explained, ' Hiſt. of Cha. V. i. 158. 
Wherever cities are | populous, that ſpecies of induſtry 
which is peculiar to them increaſes, - artificers and 
manufacturers abound, The effect of the American 
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trade in giving activity to theſe is manifeſt from a ſingular 
fact. In the year 1545, while Spain continued to depend 
on its own induſtry, for the ſupply of its colonies, ſo much 
work was beſpoke from the manufacturers, that it was ſup- 
poſed they could hardly finiſh it in leſs than fix years, Cam- 
pom. i. 406. Sucha demand muſt have put much induftry 
in motion, and have excited extraordinary efforts. Accord- 
ingly, we are informed, that in the beginning of Philip IT's 
reign, the city of Seville alone, where the trade with Ame- 
rica centered, gave employment to no fewer than 16,000 
looms in ſilk or woollen work, and that above 130, ooo per- 
ſons had occupation in carrying on theſe manufactures. 
Campom. ii. 472. But ſo rapid and pernicious was the 
operation of the cauſes which I ſhall enumerate, that before 
Philip III. ended his reign, the looms in Seville were re- 
duced to 400. Uztariz, c. 7. 


NOTE XCIII p. 402. 


No bale of goods is ever opened, no cheſt. of treaſure is 
examined. Both are received on the credit of the perſons 
to whom they belong; and only one inſtance of fraud is re- 
corded, during the long period in which trade was carried 
on with this lideral confidence. All the coined filver which 
was brought from Peru to Portobello in the year 1654, was 
found to bo adulterated, and to be mingled with a fifth part 
of baſe metal. The Spaniſh merchants, with their uſual 
integrity, ſuſtained the whole loſs, and indemnified the fo- 
reigners, by whom they were employed. The fraud was 
detected, and the treaſurer of the revenue in Peru, the au- 
thor of it, was publicly burnt. B. Ulloa Retablif. de Ma- 
nuſ. &c. b. ii. p. 102. lv!!! IS A OPS" 


NOTE XCIV. p. 406. 


Mt ſtriking proofs occur of the ſcarcity of money 
in Spain. Of all the immenſe ſums which have been im- 
ported from America, the amount of which I ſhall after- 
wards have occaſion to mention, Moncada aſſerts, that there 
did not remain in Spain, in 1619, above two hundred e 

ions 
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lions of peſos, one half in coined money, the other in plate 
and jewels. Reſtaur. de Eſpagna, Dic. iii. c. 1. Uzta- 
riz, who publiſhed his valuable work in 1724, contends, 
that in money, plate, and jewels, there did not remain a 
hundred millions. Theor. &c. c. 3. Campomanes, on 
the authority of a remonſtrance from the univerſity of Fo- 
ledo to Philip III. relates, as a certain proof how ſcarce 
caſh bad become, that perſons who lent money, received a 
third part of the Tum which they advanced, as intercit aud 
premium. Educ, popul, i. 417. 


NOTE XC. p. 409. 


Tur account of the mode in which the factors of the 
South Sea Company conducted the trade in the fair of Porto- 
bello, which was opened to them by the Aſſiento, I have 
taken from Don Alcedo y Herrera, preſident of the court 
of Audience in Quito, and governor of that. province. 
Great credit is due'to his teſtimony, as he was an eye-wit- 
neſs of the tranſactions which he relates, and often employ- 
ed in detecting and authenticating the frauds which he de- 
ſcribes. It is probable, however, that his repreſentation 
being compoſed at the commencement of the war which 
broke out between Great Britain and Spain, in the year 
1739, may, in ſome inſtances, be exaggerated. His detail 
of facts is curious; and even Engliſh authors confirm it in 
ſome degree, by admitting both that various frauds were 
practiſed in the tranſactions of the annual ſhip, and that the 
contraband trade from* Jamaica, and other Britiſh colonies, 
was become enormouſly great. But for the credit of the 
Engliſh nation it may be obſerved, that thoſe fraudulent 
operations are not to be conſidered as deeds of the Company, 
but as the diſhonourable arts of their factors and agents. 
The Company itſelf ſuſtained a conſiderable loſs by the 
Aſſiento trade, Many of its ſervants acquired immenſe for- 
tunes, Anderſon. Chronol. deduct. ii. 388. 


NOTE 
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NOTE XCVI. p. 414. 


SEVERAL facts, with reſpect to the inſtitution, the 
progreſs, and the effects, of this company, are curious, 
and but little known to Engliſh readers. Though the 
province of Venezuela, or Caraccas, extends four hun- 
dred miles along the coaft, and is one of the moſt fer- 
tile in America, it was ſo much neglected by the Spa- 
niards, that, during the twenty years prior to the eſta- 
bliſnment of the company, only five ſhips ſailed from 
Spain to that province; and during ſixteen years, from 
1706 to 1722, not a ſingle ſhip arrived from che Carac- 
cas in Spain. Noticias de Real Compania de Caraccas, 
p. 28. During this period Spain muſt have been ſup- 
plied almoſt entirely with the large quantity of Cocoa, 
which it conſumes, by foreigners. Before the erection 
of the company, neither tobacco nor hides were import- 
ed from Caraccas into Spain. Id. p. 117. But ſince 
the commercial operations of the company began in the 
year 1731, the importation of cocoa into Spain has in- 
creaſed amazingly, During thirty years ſubſequent to 
1701, the number of fazegas of cocoa (each a hundred 
and ten pounds) imported from Caraccas, was 643,215. 
During eighteen years ſubſequent to 1731, the number 
of fanegas imported was 869,247, and if we ſuppoſe 
the importation to be continued in the ſame proportion 
during the remainder of thirty years, it will amount to 
1,448,746 fanegas, which is an increaſe of 805,531 fa- 
negas. Id. p. 148. During eight years ſubſequent to 
1756, chere had been imported into Spain by the Com- 
pany 88,482 arrobas (each twenty-five pounds) of tobac- 
co; and hides to the number of 177,354. Id. 161, 
Since the publication of the Noticias de Compania, in 
1765, its trade ſeems to be on the increaſe. During 
_ hve years ſubſequent to 1769, it has imported 179,156 
fanegas of cocoa into Spain, 36,208 arrabas of tobacco, 
75,496 hides, and 221,432 peſos in ſpecie. Campo- 


manes, ii. 162. The laſt article is a proof of the grows 


ing wealth of the colony. It receives caſh from Mex- 
ico in return for the cocoa, with which it ſupplies that 
15 3235 AL An ts. province, 
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province, and this it remits to Spain, or lays out in pur. 
_ chaſing European goods. But beſides this, the moſt ex- 
plicit evidence is produced, that the quantity of cocoa 
raiſed in the province is double to what it yielded in 1731; 
the number of its live-ſtock is more than treble, and its 
inhabitants much augmented. The revenue of the biſhop, 
which ariſes wholly from \ +55 has increaſed from eight 
to twenty thouſand peſos. Notic. p. 69. In conſequence 
of the augmentation of the quantity of cocoa imported into 
Spain, its price has decreaſed from eighty peſos for the 
 fanega to forty. Id. 61. | 


hn 


NOTE XCVII. p. 419. 


Tuns firſt experiment made by Spain of opening a free 
trade with any of her colonies, has produced effects ſo ro- 
markable, as to merit ſome farther illuſtration. The towns 
to which this liberty has been granted, are Cadiz and Se- 
ville, for the province of Andaluſia; Alicant and Cartha- 
. gena, for Valencia and Murcia; Barcelona, for Catalonia 
and Arragon ; Santander, for Caſtile ; Corugna, for Gali- 
cia; and Gijon, for Aſturias. Append. ii. a Ja Educ. 
Popul. p. 41. Theſe are either the ports of chief trade in 
their reſpective diſtricts, or thoſe moſt conveniently ſituated 
for the exportation of their reſpective productions. The 
following facts give a view of the increaſe of trade in the 
ſettlements to ahh the new regulations extend. Prior to 
the allowance of free trade, the duties collected in the cuſ- 
tom-houſe at the Havanna were computed to be 104, 208 
peſos annually. During the five years preceding 1774 they 
roſe at a medium to 308,000 peſos a year. ſn Yucatan, 
the duties have riſen from 8,000 to 15,000. In Hiſpaniola 
from 2,500 to 5,600. In Porto Rico from 1,200 to 7,000. 
The total value of goods imported from Cuba into Spain, 
was reckoned, in 1774, to be 1,500,000 peſos. Educ. 


Popul. i. 450, &c. 
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NOTE XCVII. p. 424. 


Tas two Treatiſes of Don Pedro Rodriguez Campo. 
manes, Fiſcal del real conſejo y Supremo (an office in rank 
and power nearly ſimilar to that of Attorney General in 


England), and Birector of the Royal Academy of Hiſtory, 


the one intitled, Diſcurſo ſobre el Fomento de la Induſtria 
Popular; the other Diſcurſo ſobre la Educacion Popular de 
los Arteſanos y fu Fomento; the former publiſhed in 1774, 
and the latter in 1775, afford a ſtriking proof of this. Al- 
molt every point of importance with reſpect to interior po- 
lice, taxation, agriculture, manufactures, and trade, do- 
wr. 1 as well as foreign, is examined in the courſe of theſe 
works ; and there are not many authors, even in the nations 
moſt eminent for commercial knowledge, who have carried 
on their inquiries with more thorough knowledge of thoſe 
various ſubjects, and a more perfect freedom from vulgar 
and national prejudiees, or who have united more happily 
the calm reſearches of philoſophy, with the ardent zeal of a 
public ſpirited citizen. - Theſe books are in high eftimation 
among the Spaniards ; and it is a deciſive evidence of the 
progreſs of their own ideas, that they are capable of reliſh- 
ing an author whoſe ſentiments are fo liberal. 


has 


NOTE XCIX. p. 428. 


Tur galeon employed in that trade, inſtead of the ſix 
hundred tons, to which it is limited by law, Recop. lib. xlv. 
. 15. is commonly from twelve hundred to two thouſand 
tons; burden. The ſhip from Acapulco, taken, by Lord 
Anſon, inſtead of the 500,000 peſos permitted by law, had 
on board 1, 313,843 peſos, beſides uncoined ſilver equal in 
value to 43,011 peſos more, Anſon's Voyage, 384. 


NOTE 
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NOTE C. p. 439. 


Tur price paid for the bull varies according to the rank 
of different perſons, Thoſe in the loweſt order, who ar 
ſervants or ſlaves, pay two reals of panes or one ſhilling; brab! 
other Spaniards-pay eight reals ; and thoſe in public office, 
or who hold encomiendas, ſixteen reals. Solorz. de jun 
Ind. vol. ii, lib, iii. c. 25. According to Chilton, an Eng. tail o 
liſh merchant who reſided long in the Spaniſh ſettlementsWhert: 
the bull of Cruzado bore an higher price in 2 1570 
being then ſold for four reals at the loweſt, Hakluyt, ii 
61. The price ſeems to have varied at different periods 
hat exacted for the bulls iſſued in the laſt Predicacien ili pao 
appear from the enſuing table, which will give ſome idea tre a; 
the proportional numbers of the different claſſes of citizenM pr, 


in New Spain and Peru. | Fror 
1 4 ö Fror 
There were iſſued for New Spain, Fron 
| | di 
Bulls at 10 peſos each - - 4 ron 
at 2 peſos each - - 225, 601 Fron 
at 1 peſo each — — 164,220 Pror 
at 2 reals each — © 2,402,500 4 ron 
8 ron 
2,049,325 
A — 3 
— 2 Fron 
— 7 5822 Fron 
10, 325 Fron 
> 8,601 Fror 
1,171,953 


NOTE 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
; | 


NOTE CL p. 431. 


As Villa Segnor, to whom we are indebted for this in- 


Wcrable departments of the royal revenue, and by that 
ans had acceſs to proper information; his teſtimony with 
pect to this point merits great credit: No ſuch accurate 
erto been publiſhed in the Engliſh language, and the 
ticulars of it may appear curious and intereſting to ſome 
my readers: 


ods, 
vil FzoM the bull of Cruzada, publiſhed every two years; 
a are ariſes an annual revenue in peſos - I 50,000 
cn From the duty on ſilver - — 700,000 
From ditto on gold - - 60,000 
From tax on cards - - 70,000 
From tax on Pulque, a drink ufed by. the In- CEL 
dians - - — 161,000 
4 WFrom tax on ſtamped paper - 41,000 
rom ditto on ice = - 15,522 
o From ditto on leather — - 2,500 
0 Wrrom ditto Eo: - 71,550 
From tax on ſalt - - 32,000 
5 From ditto on copper of Mechoacan - I,000 
From ditto on alum _ - - 6,500 
From ditto on Juego de los G - 21,100 


From the half of eccleſiaſtical annats - 49,000 
3 Prom royal ninth of biſhoprics, &c. =. 68,800 
2 From che tribute of Indians — 650,000 
2 rom Alcavala, or duty on ſale of goods 721,875 
5 rom the Almajorifaſge, cuſtom-houſe 373,333 
: A , 


3 34 | $554,680 


 Tars 


mation, was accomptant-general in one of the moſt con- 


ail of the Spaniſh revenues, in _ rt of America,” has 


From the mint — 357,500. 
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This ſum amounts to 8 10, 161 J. Sterling, and if my da 
add toit the profit accruing, from the ſale of 5000 qui 4: 
tals of quickſilver, imported from the mines of Almade, 
in Spain, on the king's account, and what accrues from 
the Aueria, and ſome other taxes which Villa Segnor doll ch. 


not eſtimate, may well be reckoned above a millin 16 


pounds ſterling money. Theat. Mex. vol. i. p. 38, &M m. 
According ts Villa Segnor, the total produce of the Mer N 
ican mines, amounts at a medium to eight millions fil 20 
peſos in filver annually, and to 5912 marks of gold. I ch 
p. 44. Several branches of the revenue have been e 5 


plained in the courſe of the hiſtory; ſome, which ther 
was no occaſion of mentioning, require a particular illu. 45. 
tration. The right to the hythes in the New World i 
veſted in the crown of Spain, by a bull of Alexander VI, 

Charles V. appointed them to be applied in the following 

manner: One-fourth is allotted to the biſhop of the diocek; 
another fourth to the dean and chapter, and other offices 
of the cathedral ; the remaining half is divided into nine 


equal parts. T'wo of theſe; under the denomination d . 
los dos novenos reales, are paid to the crown, and conſtitu 1 
a branch of the royal revenue. The other ſeven parts are 
applied to the maintenance of the parochial clergy, th 
building and ſupport of churches, and other pious uſes 
Recopil. lib. i. tit. xvi. Ley. 23, &c. Avendano The 
faur. Indic. vol. i. p. 184. Ne 25 

The Alcavala, is a duty levied by an exciſe on the ſale off ;; 1 
goods. In Spain it amounts to ten per cent. In Ameri e 
to four per cent. Soldrzano Polit. Indiana, lib. vi. c: 3M {, 
Avendano, vol. i. 186. ö PP 

Tur Almajorifaſgo, or cuſtom paid in America on goouh I. 
imported and exported, may amount on an average to fifty Spai 
per cent. Recopil. lib. viii. tit. xiv. Ley. 1. Avendanq the 
inne | mini 

and 

Tre Averia, or tax paid on account of convoys tdi paii 
guard the ſhips failing to and from America, was fi 
impoſed when Sir Francis Drake filled the New Wol I 
with terror by his expedition into the South Sea. | publ. 


amounts to 2 per cent. on the value of goods. ay 


NOTES AND-.ILLUSTRATIONS. | 


dano; vol. i. p. 189. Recopil. lib. ix. tit. ix. Ley: 
43, 44 | t 


mM I HAVE not been able to procure any accurate detail of 
MM the ſeveral branches of revenue in Peru, later than the year 
ol 1614. From a curious manuſcript, containing a ſtate of 
that vice-royalty in all its departments, preſented to the 
Marquis of Montes-Claros, by Fran. Lopes Caravantes, 
accomptant-general in the tribunal of Lima, it appears, 
that the public revenue, as nearly as I can compute the 
value of the money in which Caravantes ſtates his ac- 
counts, that the revenue collected, amounted in ducats, at 


45. 11d. to - — 2,372,768 


. ; Expences of government - 1,242,992 
* Net free revenue 1,1 29,776 
ele, | | 

cers 

nine ee | 

n 0 The total in ſterling money - L. 583303 
tute Expences of government - 305,508 
S are | . 
i Net free revenue 277735 
ules 

The 


Bur ſeveral articles appear to be omitted in this computa- 
tion, ſuch as the duty on ſtamped paper, leather, eccleſiaſti- 
cal annats, &c. ſo that the revenue of Peru may be well 
ſuppoſed equal to that of Mexico. | 


In computing the expence of government in New 
Spain, I may take that of Peru as a ſtandard. There 
the annual eſtabliſhment for- defraying the charge of ad- 
miniſtration, exceeds one half of the revenue collected; 
= ogg is no reaſon for ſuppoſing it to be leſs in New 
pain. 


I HAVE obtained a calculation of the total amount of the 
public revenue of Spain from America and the Philippines, 
which, 


— 


Na NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
which, as the reader will perceive from the two laſt articles, 
is more recent than any of the former. 


8 Alcavalas (Exciſe) and Aduanas peſos rs. - 

tes (Cuſtoms), &c. - > _. 2,500,000 
Duties on gold and ſilver - | 3,000,000 
Duty on coinage ofz at the rate of one teal | 

de la Plata for each mark - | 300,000 
Bull of Cruzada I 1,000,000 
-Fribute of the Indians - — 2,000,000 
By fale of quickſilver - 300,000 


Paper exported on the king 8 actount; and 


fold i in the royal warehoules 300,000. 


8 2 paper, tobacco; and other ſmall du- 


F Kor the trade of Acapulco; and the 

coaſting trade from province to pro- 

vince — - - 500,000 
Aſſiento of negroes 200,000 
From the trade of Matbe, or had of Pa- 


raguay, formerly monopolized by the Je- 


— : ſui its . — _ — 500,000 
From other revenues formerly belonging to 
that order - = 400,000 


Total 12,000,000 


_——— 


Total in ſterling money - 2,000,000 


Deduce half, as the expence of adminiſ- 
tration, and there remains net free re- 
venue - — - 7, 350, ooo 


NOTE Cl. p. 431. 


An author, long converſant in commercial ſpecula- 
tion, has computed that from the mines of New Spain 
alone, the king receives annually, as his fifth, the * 
of two millions of our money. Harris Collect. of Voy. 
ii. p. 164. According to this calculation, the total pro- 
duce of the mines muſt be ten millions ſterling ; a ſum ſo 

exorbitant, 


aa / > Vc xz 


_——— —<«. Awww On Xxx aa.  BL£a 
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exorbitant, and fo little correſponding with all accounts of 
the annual, importation from America, that the information 
on which it is founded muſt evidently be erroneous. Ac- 
cording to Campomanes, the total product of the American 
mines may be computed at thirty millions of peſos, which, 
at four ſhillings and fix pence a peſo, amounts to 7,425,0001. 
ſterling, the Eing's fifth* of which (if that were regularly 
paid) would be 1, 485, oool. But from this ſum the expence 
of adminiſtration is to be deducted, which is very conſider- 
able, as appears from the preceding note. Educ. Popular, 
vol. ii. p. 131. note. 


NOTE CII. p. 431. 


| Accorning to Bern. de Ulloa, all foreign goods 


exported from Spain to America pay duties of various kinds, 
amounting in all to more than 25 per cent. As moſt of the 
goods with which Spain ſupplies her colonies are foreign, 
ſuch a tax upon a trade ſo extenſive muſt yield a conſiderable 
revenue, Retabliſ. de Manuf. & du Commerce d' Eſp. p. 
150. He computes the value of goods exported annually 
from Spain to America, to be about two millions and a half 


ſterling, p. 97. 
NOTE CIV. p. 433. 


Tre Marquis de Serralvo, according to Gage, by a mo- 
nopoly of ſalt, and by embarking deeply in the Manilla 
trade as well as in that to Spain, gained annually a million 
of ducats. In one year he remitted a milſton of ducats to 
Spain, in order to purchaſe from the Conde Olivares, and 
his creatures, a prolongation of his government, p. 61. He 
was ſucceſsful in his ſuit, and continued in office from 1624. 
to 1635, double the uſual time. | | 
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"SHORT ACCOUNT 


3 OF 


— — 


” * 9 _ * 
— — b 


What is contained in the LETTER ſent to the 
EMPEROR, mentioned Preface, p. xi. 


1 
Le 

LISA 
- - 


Mx” — 
— — 


—— 


— 


: 
d 


| 
y 
9 


This beter i dated. July Ech 1819. Cortes, 
in his ſecond diſpatch, takes notice that it was 


ſent off on the 16th of July. g 1 
enen <4 1 18 52 A SH 8 f 
Tax great object of the perſons Who wrote this ff 
letter, ene their own eonduct in eſtabliſh- of 
ing a colony independent on the juriſdiftion of 
Velaſquez. With this view they endeavour to - ns 


detract from his merit, in fitting out the two for- 

mer armaments under Cordova and Grijal va, re- 

. preſenting . theſe as equipped by the adventurets 

who engaged in the expedition, not by the govet- 

nor. They labour likewiſe to depreciate the ſer- 

viees of Cordava and Grijalva, in order to exalt 
the merit of their own exploits. 


Tuxx contend, that the ſole: 6bje&t of Velaſ- 
quez was to trade or barter with the natives, not 
to attempt the conqueſt of New Spain, or the eſta- 
bliſhment of a colony thete. This is frequently 
mentioned by B. Diaz del Caſtillo, c. 19, 41, 42, 
&c. But if Velaſquez had not conqueſt and ſet- 
tlement in view, there ſeems to have been no rea- 
ſon for equipping ſuch a confiderable armament. 


LI 2 THEY 


/ 


* 
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neſſes of thoſe barbarous rites. 


, 


SHORT ACCOUNT, &c. 
Tux y aſſert, that Cortes defrayed the greateſt 


part of the expence of fitting out the armament. 


But this does not agree with the account of his 
ſlender fortune given by Gomara, Cron. c. J. and 
B. Diaz. c. 20, or what I have mentioned Note 
iii. vol. ii. | 


: - 


Tak take notice, that though conſiderable 


numbers were wounded in their different encoun- 


ters with the people of Tabaſco, not one of them 
died, -and all recovered in a ſhort time. This 
ſeems to confirm what I have obſerved, vol. ii. p 


.  @ . 


weapons of the Americans. 


39. concerning the imperſection of the offenſive 


 Taxy give ſome account of the manners and 
inſtitutions of the Mexicans. It is very ſhort, and 
as, they had reſided but a ſhort time in the conntry, 
and had but little intercourſe with the natives, it 
is both defective and inaccurate. They deſcribe 


minutely, and with great horror, the human ſacri- 


fices offered by the Mexicans to their deities, and 
affirm that ſome of their number were eye-wit- 


Tux ſubjoin to their letter a catalogue and 
deſcription of the preſents ſent to the Emperor. 
That publiſhed by Gomara, Cron. c. 29. ſeems to 
have been copied from it, and Pet. Martyr de- 
| Teribes many of the articles in his treatiſe De In- 
ſulis nuper inventis, p. 354, &c.- 
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_ SPANI$H Books and Manuſcripts. 


A 


1 de Biſcay, Relation des W dans la Ri- 


viere de la Plata, & dela Terre au Perou. Exſtat. Re- 
cueil de Thevenot, Part I 
A Voyage up ) the River de la Plata, and thence 
by Land to Peru, 8vo. T9 1698. 
Acoſta (Joſeph de) Hiſtoire Naturelle & Moral des Indes 
tant Orientales qu' Occidentales, 8vo. Paris, 1600. 
Novi Orbis Hiftoria Naturalis & Moralis. 


Exft. in Collect. Theod. de Bry, Pars IX. 


De Natura Novi Orbis, Libri duo, & de pro- 
rurande Indorum Salute, Libri ſex, Salmant, 8vo. 1589. 

_ —( (Chriftov. )-Tratado de las Drogas y Mede- 
cinas de las Indias Occidentales, con ſus Plantas ibuxadas al 
vivo, gto. Burgos, 1578. 

Acugna (P. riger. ) Relation de la Riviere des Ama- 
zones, I 2mo. Tom. 11. Paris, 1682. 

— 4 Relation of the great River of the Ama- 
zones, in South America, 8vo. Lond. 1698. 
Alarchon (Fern. ) Navigatione a Scoprere il Regno di ſette 


Citta. Ramuſio, III. 363. 


T uerque Coello * uarte de) Momorial de Artes de la 
Guerra del Brafil, '4to. Mad. 1634. 
| Alcafarada 
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- Alcafarado (F ranc.) An Hiſtorical Relation of the Piſcg- 
very of the Ile of Madeira, 4to. Lond. 1675. 

Alcedo y Herrera (D. Dionyfio de) Aviio Hiſtorico-Politi- 
co-Geo afico, con las Noticias mas 1 del Peru, 


Tierra e Chili, y nuevo Reyno 


I 
2 —— See 3 de la Provincia 7 Puerto de 
Guayaquil, 4to; Mad. 1 

Aldama y Guevara 57 Jos. Auguftin de) Arte de la Len- 
gua Mexicana, 12mo. Mexico, 1754. 

Alvarado (Pedro de) dos Relaciones a Hern. Cortes Referi. 
endole ſus Expediciones y Conquiſtas en varias Provincias de 
N. Eſpagna. Exſt. Barcia Hiſtoriad. Primit. tom. i. 

—— Lettere due, &c. Exiſt. Ramuſ. III. 296. 

Aranzeles Reales de los Minſtros de la Real 3 8 de 
N. Eſpagna, fol. Mexico, 1727. 

Argenſola (Bartolome Leonardo de) Conquiſta de las Iflas 
Malueas, fol. Mad. 1609. 

——— Anales de Aragon, fol. Saragroſs, 1630. 

Arriago (P. Pable Jos. de) Extirpacion de la Idolatria del 
Peru, 4to. Lima, 1621. 

Avendagno (Didac.) Theſaurus Indicus ceu generalis In- 
ſtructor pro Regimine Conſcientiæ, in is iſquæ ad Indias 1 


Granada. 4to. Mad. 


tant, fol. 2 vols. e 1660. 


B 


a (D. And, Gonzal.) ae Primitivos de Jay 
Jndia Occidentales, fol. 3 vols. Mad. 1749. 

Barco-Sentinera (D. Martin di) Argentina y Conquiſta del 
Rio de la Plata Poema. Exſt. Barcia Hiſtoriad. Primit. III. 

Barrgs (Joao de) Decades de Aſia, fol. 4 vols. Liſboa, 1628. 

Belleſteros (D. Thomas de) Ordenanzes del Peru, fol. 2 


Volg Lima, 1685. 
Benzo (Hieron.) Novi Orbis Hiſtori De Bry America, 


Parts IV, V, VI. 

Betancurt Figueroa (Don Luis) Derecho de las Igleſias 
Metro Politanas de las Indias, 4to. Mad. 1637. 

Blanco (F. Matias Kuiz) Converfion de Piritu de Indios 
Cumanagotos y otros, 12mo. Mad. 1690. 

Boturini Benaduci (Lorenzo) Idea de una nueva Hiſtoria 
general de la America Septentrional, fundada ſobre material 
copioſa de Figuras, Symbolas Caracteres, Cantares 7 Manu- 
{critos de at Tndios, 4to. Mad. 1 746. $ 


Botello 
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Botello de Moraes Vaſconcellos (D. Franciſco de) El Nu- 
evo Mundo Poema Heroyco, 4to. Barcelone, 1701. | 

Botero Benes (Juan) 
Reynos, y Ciudades del Mundo, 4to, Girona, 1748. 

Brietius (Phil. ) Paralela Geographie e & Nora, 4to. 
Paris, 1648. | 


C 


Cabos de Baca (Alvar Nugnez) Relacion de los Naufra: 

gios. Exſt. Barcia Hift. Prim. Tom. i. 
— Examen 8 de la Hiſtorica Narray 

tion de los Naufragios. Exſt. ibid. 
ommentarios de lo ſuccedido duarante ſu 
gubierno del Rio de la Plata. ſt. ibid. 

Cabo de Vacca elatione de. Exſt. Ramuſio, III. 310. 

Cabota (Sebaft.) Navigazione de. Exft, Ramuſ. II. 211. 

Calanchs (F. Anton. 9 4 la) Cronica maralizada del Order 
de San Auguſtin e en el Peru, fol. Barcelona, 1638. 

California—Niario Hiſtorico de los Viages de Mar y Tierra 
heckos en 1768, al Norte de California, di orden del Marques 
de Croix, Vi-rey de Nueva Eſpagna, &c. MS. 

Calle (Juan Diaz de la) Memorial Informatorio de lo que 3 
ſu Magettad Proyien de la Nueya Eſpagna Peru, 4to. 1645. 

Fei Anas e Cedula de ber wp - la real Compagnia 
Guipuſcoana de Caracas, 12 

Caraventes (Fr. Lopez de) 
tiene el Govierno del Pe eru, los Officios que en el ſe Provien, 
y la Hacienda que alli tiene ſy Mageſtad, lo que ſe Gaſta de 
ella y le queda Libre” * &e. Dedicado al (Marques de San- 
tos Claros, Agno. & 611. MS, 

Cardenas y Cano ( Gabr, da cog par la Hiſ, 
toria general de la Fiorids. I. Mad. 17 | 

Caro de Torres (Franc. ) Hiſtoria 55 Ordenet Militares 
de Sant Iago, Calatrava y Alcantara, fol. Mad. 1629. | 

Carranzana 2 Goncales) A Geographical 298 ects of 
the Coaſts, &c. of the Spanith Weſt-Indies, 8vo. Lond. 1940. 

Caſas (Bart. de las) Breviſhma Relacion de la Peſtruycion 
de las Indias, 4to. 1532. | 
Narratio Iconibus Illufirats per Theod. de Bry. 


to. Oppent. 1614. 


(Bart. de las) An Account of the firſt Voyages 
and Diſcoveries of the Spaniards in America, 8vo. Lond. 1693. 

Caſſani (P. Joſeph) Hiſtoria de la Provincia de e 
de Jeſus del Nuevo Reyno de Granada, fol. Mad. 1 


aſtan heda 


ion de Todas las Provincias, ö 


Felicton e 54 Provincias quę 


| ho.” 
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Conquiĩſta de India pelos 


III. 359. 


* 
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Caſtanheda (Fern. Lop. de) Hiſtoria do Deſcobrimento & 
3 fol. 2 vols. Liſboa, 1552. 
Caſtellanos (Juan de) Primera Parte de las Elegias de Va- 
rones Illuſtres de Indias, to. Mad. 1589. 
Caſtillo (Bernal Diaz del) Hiſtoria Verdadera de la Con- 
quiſta de Nueva Eſpagna, fol. Mad. 1632. 
Cavallero (D. Joſ. Garcia) Brieve Cotejo y Valance de la: 


peſas y Medidas di varias Naciones, reducidas a las que Corren 
en Caſtilla, 4to. Mad. 1731. | 


— 


- 


© Cieca de Leon { Pedro dey Cronica del Peru, fol. Sevill. 1553. 


Ciſneros ( Diego) Sitio, Naturelez a y Propriedades de 
Ciudad de Mexico, 4to. Mexico, 1618. 
. Cogullado (P. Fr. Diego Lopez) Hiſtoria de Yucatan, fol. 
Mad. 1688. Þ 8 
Collecao. dos Brives Pontificos e Leyes Regias que forao 
Expedidos y Publicadas deſde o Anno 1741, ſobre a Liberdada 
des Peſſoas bene a Commercio dos Indos de Brefil, 
Coleccion General de las Providencias haſta aqui tomadas 
el Gobierno ſobre el Eftragnimento, y Occupacion de 
"emporalidades de los Regulares de la Compagnia, de Eſpag- 
na, Indias, &c. Partes IV. 4to. Mad. 17 7 . 
Colon (D. Ferdando) La Hiſtoria del A 
toval Colon Exſt. Barcia Hift, Prim. I. 1. 
Columbus (Chriſt.) Navigatio qua multas Regiones hactenus 
incognitas invenit. Exſt. Nov. Orb. Grynzi, p. go. 
(Ferd.) Life and Actions of his Father Admiral 
Chriſtoph. Columbus. Exſt. Churehill's Voyages, II. 479. 
Concilios Provinciales Primero y Segundo > * en la 
muy Noble y muy de la Ciudad de Mexico en los Agnos de 1555 
& 1565. fol. Mexico, 1769. W's 
Concilium Mexicanum Provinciale tertium celebratum Mex- 
ici, Anno 1583, fol. Mexici, 1770. 
Corita (Dr. Alonzo) Breve y ſumaria Relacion de los Seg- 
nores, manera y Differencia de ellos, que havia en la Nueva 
Eſpagna, y otras Provincias ſus Comarcanas, y de ſus Leyes, 
Uſos y Coſtumbres, y de la Forma que tenian en Tributas ſus 
Vaſallos en Tiempo de ſu Gentilidad, &c. MS. 4to. pp. 307- 
© Coronada (Fr, Vaſq. de) Sommario di due ſue Lettere del 
Viaggio fatto del Fra Marco da Nizza al ſette Citta de Cevola. 
Exſt. Ramuſio III. 354. | h 


—— Relation del Viaggio alle ſette Citta. Ramuſio 


mirante, D. Chriſ- 


Cortes (Hern. ) Quattro Cartas dirigidas al Emperador Car- 


los V. en que ha Relacion de ſus Conquiſtas en la Nueva Eſ- 
Pagna. Exit. Barcia Hift. Prim. tom. i. 


Corteſij 
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Corteſii -(Ferd.) De inſulis nuper inventis Narrationes ad 
Carolum V. fol. 1532. | 
Corteſe (Fern.) Relationi, &c. Exift. Ramufio III. 225. 
Cubero (D. Pedro) Peregrinacion del Mayor Parte del 
Mundo Zaragoſſ. 4to. 1688. | 


| . D 

R | 
. Davila Padilla (F. Aug.) Hiſtoria de la Fundacion y Dif. 

curſo de Provincia de St. Jago de Mexico, fol. Bruſs. 1625. | | 
. | (Gil. Gonzalez) Teatro Ecclefiaſtico de la | f 
. Primitiva Igleſia de las Indias Occidentales, fol. 2 vols. 1649. 

. Documentos tocantes a la Perſecucion, que los Repularey 1 

. de la Compagnia ſucitaron contra Don B. de Cardenas Obiſpo | 

de Paraguay, 4to. Mad, 1768. 255 
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Echavari (D. Bernardo Ibagnez de) El Reyno Jeſuitico del 
Paraguay. Exft. tom. iv. Colleccion de Documentos, 4to, 


Mad. 1770. 

I Echave y Aſſu (D. Franciſco de) La Eftrella de Lima con- 

: vertida en Sol ſobre ſus tres Coronas, fol. Amberes, 1688. 

F - Eguira el Egueren (Þ. Jo. Jos.) Bibliotheca Mexicana, 
five Eruditorum Hiſtoria Virorum in America Boreali nato- 

" rum, &c. tom. Prim. fol. Mex. 1755. N. B. No more than 
one volume. of this work has been publiſhed. 

al _ Ercilla y Zuniga (D. Alonzo de) La Araucana Poema 
Eroico, fol. Mad. 1733. 

a Eſcalona (D. Gatpar de) Gazophylacium Regium Peru. 

3 Vicum, fol. 1775. | 

X» | F 


5 Faria y Souſa (Manuel de) Hiſtoria del Reyno de Portugal, 
5 fol. Amber. 1730. 

| Hiſtory of Portugal from the firſt Ages to the 
Revolution under John IV. 8vo. Lond. 1698. | 

Fernandez (Diego) Hiſtoria del Peru, fol. Sevill. 1571. 
el — — * uan Patr.) Relacion Hiſtorial de las Miſ- 
fiones de los Indios que Claman Chiquitos, 4to. Mad. 1726. 

Fey joo (Benit. Geron) Eſpagnoles Americanos Diſcurſo 
VI. del tom. iv. del Teatro Critico. Mad. 1769. 

— Zolucion del gran Problemo Hiftorico, ſobre la 
Problacion de la America Diſcurſo XV. del tom. v. del Te- 
atro Critico. | E 
—— (D. Miguel) Relacion Deſeriptiva de la cuidad y 
Provincia de Truxillo del Peru, fol. Mad. 1763. 
Freyre (Ant.) Piratas de la America, 4to. 


Fraſſo 


1 


* 
4 > 


* 


* 


A CATALOGUE, or 


Fraſſo (D. Petro) De Regio Patronatu Indiarum, fol, 2 
vols. * 177 5. 8 i | 


Gaus (Antonia) Tratado dos Defcobrimentes antigos y 


Modernos, fol. Liſboa, 1731 
Galvano (Ant.) The Diſcoveries of the World from the firſt 


Original unto the Year 1555. Oſborne's Collect. II. 354- 


Garcia (Gregoria) Hiſtoria Eceleſiaſtica y Seglar de la In- 
dia Oriental y . 5 y Predicacyon de la Santa Eyange- 
lia en ella, Lang. Baeca, 1626. los ladies del N 

— regorio Origen de 95 os uev 
Mundo, fol, Made 1729. TP " 

y (Diego de) Relacion al H. Cortes, que trata del 
Dafa de diverſas Ciudades, y Provincias y Guerras 
que tuio con los Indios. Exft. Barcia Hift. Prim. tom. i. 

Lettera a Corteſe, &c. Exſt. Ramufio III. 300. 


Gomara (Fr. Lapez de) La Hiftoria general de las Indias, 
12mo. Avr. 5 54+ 
"Hiſtoria general de las Indias. Exſt. Barcia 


Hiſt. Prim: tom. 1 
cal”, NEW de la Nueva Eſpagna o Conquiſta 
de Mexico: Exſt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. il. 
Gumilla (P. Jos.) Hiſtoire Naturelle, Civile & Geogra- 
8 de rA Traduite par M. Fidous, 12mo, tom. 


Avign 
Guſman 3 de) Relacion ſeritta i in Omitlan Provincia 


de Mechuacan della maggior See 2, nell 1530. Exſt. * 
muſſo! III. 32. ; | 
H 


Henis (P. Thadeus) Ephemerides belli Guaranici, ab Anna 
1754. Exſt. Colleccion general de Docum. tom. iv. 
rnandes (Fran, ] Plantarum, Animalium & Mineralum 
Mexicanorum Hiftoria, fol. Rom. 1651. 


Herrera (Anton: de) Hiſtoria general de los Hechos de los 
Caſtellanos en las Iſlas y Tierra Firma del Mar Oceano, fol. 
4 vols. Mad. 1601. 

Hiſtoria General, &c, 4 vols. Mad. 1 1730. 
General Hiſtory, &c. Tranſlated by Stephens, 8vo. 


$ vols. "Loud: 1740, 
— Deſcriprio Jadia l fol. Amſt. 1622. 


L 


Leon (Fr. Ruiz. de) Heroangdia Poema Heroyco de Con- 


quiſta de Mexico, 4to. Mad. 1755. 
(Ant. de) Epitome” de la Bibliotheca Oriental y 


Qccigental, — y — fol. Mad. 1737. 


Lima, 


SPANISH BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS. 
Lima, a true account of the Earthquake which happened 


there 28th October, 1746. Tranſlated from the Spaniſh, 8vo: 


Lond. 1748. 48} 1871 
Lima Gozoſa, Deſcripcion de las feſtibas Demonſtracion 


con que eſta ciudad Celebro la real Proclamacion de el Nomb 


Auguſto del Catolico Monarco D. Carlos III. Lima, 4to. | 


Llano Zapata (D. Joſ. Euſeb.) Preliminar al Tomo I. de 
las Memorias Hiſtprico-Phy ſicas, Critico-Apologeticas de la 
A merica- Meridional, $vo. Cadiz. 1759. | 


trional y Meridional, 12mo. Par. . 
Lorenzana (D. F. Ant.) Hiftoria de Nueva Eſpagna, eſerita 
por ſu Eſclarecide Conquiflador Hernan Cortes, Aumentada 
con otros Documentos y Notas, fol. Mex. 1770. : 
Lozano (P. Pedro) Deſcripeion Chorographica, del Terre- 
torios, Arboles, Animales, del Gran Chaco, y de los ritos y 


75 | 
Lopez ( Thom.) Atlas as <P de la America Septene - 
ar. 1758 


Coſtumbres, de las innumerabiles Naciones que la Habitan,, 


40. Cordov. 1733. 0 


vincia del Paraguay, fol. 2 vols. Mad. 1753. 


4 


M 


Madriga (Pedro de) Deſcription de la Gouvernment du Pe- 
you. Exit. Voyages qui ont ſervi a I'etablifſement de la comp, 
des Indes, tom. ix. 106. e 256 

Mariana (P. Juan de) Diſcurſy de lay Enfermedades de la 
Compagnia de 5 4to. Mad. 1768. | £1] 

Martine de la Puente (D. Jos.) Compendio de las Hiſtori 
de los Deſcubrimientos, Conquiſtas y Guerras de la India Ori- 
ental, y ſus Iſlas, deſde los Tiempos del Infante Don Enrique 
de Portugal ſu inventor, 4to. Mad. 1681. 


Martyr ab Angleria (Petr.) De Rebus Ockanicis & Novo, 


Orbe Decades tres, 12mo. Colon. 1574. 
—— De inſulis nuper inventis, & de Morjbus Inco- 
larum. Ibid. p. 329. AG 12 
——— —— Opus Epiſtolarum, fol. Amſt. 1670. | 
——— Il Sommario cavato della ſua Hiſtoria del Nu- 
evo Mundo. Ramuſio III. i. | | | 
| Mechuacan—Relacion de las Ceremonias, Ritos y Poblacion 
de los Indios de Mechuacan-hecha al I. S. D. Ant. de Men- 
doza Virrey de Nueva Eſpagna, fol. MS. 25 : 
Melendez (Fr. Juan) Teſoros Verdaderos de las Indias Hiſ- 
taria de la Provincia de 8. Juan Baptiſta del Peru, del Orden 
de Predicadores, fol. 3 vols. Rom, 1681. 


| | Mendozar 


Hiftoria de la Compayonn de Jeſus en la Pro- 


o £ 
1 i - * — 
— 2 — 


AC ATALOOGUE or 


Mendozar (D. Ant. de) Lettera al Imperatore del Diſcopri- 
memo della Terra Firma della N. Spagna verſo Tramontano. 
Exſt. Ramufio III. 365. 
(Juan Gal de) Hiſtoria del gran Reyno de 
China con un Itinerario del Nuevo Mundo, 8 O. Rom. 1 585. 
Monardes (El Dottor) Primera y Secunda y Tercer Parte 
de la Hiſtoria Medicinal de las Coſas que ſe traen de nueſtras 
Indias Occidentales, que firven en Medicina, gro. Sevilla 
12524 | 

' Moncada (Sancho de) Reſtauracion Politica de Eſpagna y 

deſeos Publicos, 4to. Mad. 1746. 


N 


Nizza (F. Marco) Relatione del Viaggio fatta per Terra al 
Cevole, Regno di cette Citta. Exſt. Ramuſ. III. 356. 
Nodal—Relacion del Viage que hicieron los Capitanes 
Barth. y Gornz. de Nodal al deſcubrimiento del Eftrecho que 
hoy es nombrado de Maire, y reconocimiento del de Magel- 
lanes, to. Made. 
Nueva Eſpagna—Hifſtoria de los Indios de Nueva Eſpagna 
dibidida en tres Partes. En la primera trata de los Ritos, 
Sacrificios y Idolatrias del Tiempo de ſu Gentilidad. En la 
fegunda de fu maravilloſa Converſion a la Fe, y modo de ce- 
lebrar las Fieftas de Nueftra Santa Iglefia. En la tercera del 
Genio y Caracter de aquella Gente; y Figuras con que nota- 
ban fus Acontecimientos, con otras particularidades; y Noti- 
cias de las principales Ciudades en 5 * Reyno. Eſcrita en 
el Agno 1841 por uno de los doce Religioſos Franciſcos que 
primero Paſſaron a entender en ſu Converſion, MS. fol. pp. 
618. | 


0 
Ogna (Pedro de) Arauco Domado. Poema, 12mo. Mad. 
1605. 
; 2 del Conſejo real de las Indias, fol. Mad. 168 1. 
Ortega (D. Caſimiro de) Reſumen Hiſtorieo del primer 
Viage hecho al rededor del Mundo, $to. Mad. 1 769: 
_ _ Offorio (Jerome) Hiſtory of the Portugueſe, during the 
Reign of Emmanuel, 8vo. 2 vols. Lond. 1752. : 
Offorius (Hieron,) De rebus Emmanuelis Lufitanize Regis, 
vo. Cal. Agr. 1572: | AF 
Ovalle (Alonſo) Hiſtorical Relacion del Reyno de Chil, 
fol. Rom. 1646. | * 
— An Hiſtorical Relation of the Kingdom of Chili. 


Oviedo 


Exſt. Churchill Collect. TH. 1. 


- 
n 


turaliza y Coſtumbres de los Indios de N. Eſpagn 
41a 


P 
Iflas 


mento y Conquiſta del Peru. Exſt. 


SPANISH BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS. 


Oviedo y Bagnos (D. Jo.) Hiſtoria la Conquiſta y Publa- 
cion de Venezuela, fol. Mad. 1723. 

Oviedo { Alonſo) Sommaria, &c. Exſt. Ramuſio III. 44. 

Oviedo (Gonz. Fern. de) Relacion Sommaria de la Hiſtoria 
Natural de las India. Exſt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. i. 


Oviedo Hiſtoria Generale & Naturale dell Indie Occiden- 
tale. Exſt. Ramuſio. III. 74. 


— Relatione della Navigatione per la Grandiffima 
Fiume Maragnon. Exft. Ramuſ. 12 415. ms 


| P 
Palafox y Mendoza (D. Juan) Virtudes del Indios o Na- 
„Ato. 
Vie de Venerable Dom. Jean 


a 
fox Eveque de 
PAangelopolis, 12mo. any 4, 1772. | | | 
ena (Juan Nugnez de la) Conquiſta y Antiguedades de las 


Gran Canaria, 4to. Mad. 1676. bY ag 
Pena Montenegro (D. Alonſo de la) Itinerario para Paro- 
chos de Indos, en que tratan las materias mas particulares, 
tocantes a ellos para ſu buen adminiſtracion, 4to. Amberes, 
1754. r 
Peralta Barnuevo (D. Pedro de) Lima ſundada o Conquiſtz 


del Peru Poema Eroyco, 4to. Lima, 132. 


Peralta Calderon (D. Mathias de) El Apoſtol de las Tndias 
y nueves gentes San Franciſco Xavier de la Compagnia de Je- 
ſus Epitome de ſus Apoſtolicos hechos, 4to. Pamp. 1665; 

Pereira de Berrido ( Bernard.) Annales Hiſtoricos do eſtado 
do Maranchao, fol. Liſboa, 1749. h 

Peru—Relatione d'un Capitano ages del Deſcopri- 


amuſ. III. 271. 
Peru—Relatione d'un - Secretario de Franc. Pizzarro della 


Conqueſta del Peru. Exſt. Ramuſfio. III. 392. 


. Relacion del Peru, MS. | 
Peſquiſa de los Oydores de Panama contra D. Jayme Wag 


nos, &c. por haverlos Commerciado illicitamente en tiempo 


Guerra, fol. 1755. © A045 b 
Philipinas—Carta que eſcribe un Religioſo antiguo de Phil:- 


pinas, a un Amigo ſuyo en Eſpagna, que le pregunta el Na- 


turel y Genio de los Indios Naturales de Eſtas Iſlas. MS. to. 
Piedrahina (Luc. Fern.) Hiſtoria general de las Conquiſtas 

del Nuevo Reyno de Granada, fol. Ambres. | 
Pinelo (Ant. de Leon) Epitome de la Bibliotheca Oriental.y 
Occidental en que ſe contienen los Eſcritores, de las Indias 

Qrientales y Occidentales, fol. 2 vols. Mad. 1937. | | 
Pinzonius ſocius Admirantis Columbi—Navigatio & res per 
cum repertz. Exſt. Nov. Orb. Grynæi, p. 119. 
| Pizarro 


826 


Pizarro. y Orellana (D. Fern.) Varones iluftres del N. 
Mundo, fol. Mad. 1639. 
Puente (D. Jos. Martinez de la) Compendio de las Hiſtorias 


de los Deſcubrimientos de la India Oriental 7 ſus Iflas, 410. 


Mad. i : 
VT 
Quir (Ferd. de) Tetra Aufttalis n or a new Sou- 


thern Diſcovery, containing a fifth Part of the World lately 
found out, 4to. Lond. 1617. 


* 


: Real 8 8 te Caraeas,. Ndiicias kiſto- 
. riales Practicas, de lo T Succeſſos y Adelanta mientos de eſta 
Compagnia deſde ſu e en 1728 hafta 1764, 410. 


11765. 
Recopilacion de Le de los Reynos de las ttidias; fol: 4 


vols. Mad. 1756. 


Kelatione d'un Gentilhuomo del Sig Fern: Corteſe della 
© ap Cuitta Temiſtatan, Mexico, & delle altre coſe della Nova 
Pagna. Exit. Ramuſ. III. 304. 
Remeſal (Fr: Ant.) Hiſtoria. general de las Indias Occiden- 
tales y particular de la Governacion de Chiapa y Guatimala, 


Ribadeneyra (D: Diego Pottichuelo de) Relacion del Viage 
deſde que ſalio de Lima, 2 que Ilego a Eſpagna, 40. Mad. 
1657. 

eee y Barrienzas (D. Ant: Joagh * Manuel Com- 
pendio de el Regio Patronato Indiano, fol. Mad. 1753. 

Ribas (Andr. Perez de) Hiſtoria de les Triumphos de Neuſ- 
tra Sta Fe; entre Gentes las mas Barbaras, en las miſſiones de 
Nueva Eſpagna, fol. Mad. 1645. 

Riol (D. Santiago) Repreſentacion a Philipe V. ſobre el eſ- 
ak actual de los Are. univerſales de la Monarchia, MS. 

Rocha Pitta (Sebaſtiano de) Hiſtoria da America Portou- 

eza des de o Anno de 1 30 de ſu Deſcobrimento ate ode 1724, 


ol. Liſboa, 1730. 
Rodriguez (Manuel,) Eidos de la Bulla de la Santa 


3 4t0. Alcala, 1589. 
——— (FP. Man.) El Maragnon y Amazonas,. Hiſtoria 
4 tos Deſcubrimientos, Entradas y Reducion de Naciones, fol. 


Mad. 168 4. 
Roman (Hieron.) RopubBors del Mundo, fol. 3 vols. Mad. 


95 
<q alone (P. Ant. Gonx. de) Vida del Juan de Palaſox Ar- 
2 de Mexico, fol. Mad. 16717. 


Ruiz 


T- 


12 


ladie Venerienne, dans laquelle on prouve qu'e 
portee de l Amerique, 1 2mo. Paris, 1765, 


SPANISH BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS. 
Ruiz (P. Ant.) 8 Eſpiritual hecha por los Reli- 


gioſos de la Compagnia de Jeſus, en las Provincias de la Para- 
guay Gr Parana y a 4to. Mad. 1689. 


8 * 
— de Mendoza (D. Pedro) Monarquia de Eſpagas. 


tom. i, ii, iii, fol. Mad. 1270. 
Salazar y Olarte (D. Ignacio) Hiſtoria de la Conquiſt de 


Mexico—ſegunda parte—No place nor year. 

Salazar y er- (D. Alonz. Ed. de) Conſtituciones y Or- 
denanzas An adidas y Modernas de la Real Univerfi- 
dad y eſtudio ale San Marcos de la Ciudad de los Reyes 
del Peru, fol. 5 Ciudad de los Reyes, 1735 


Sanchez (has Ribero) Differtation fur I'Ori rigine de la Mi- 
e n'a Neues ete 


Sarmiento de Gamboa (Pedro 00 Viage al Eftrecho de 


Magellanes, 4to. Mad. 1968. 


Santa Cruz (Rs Marguo) Comercio Suelto y en Companits 
General, 12mo. 
Schemidel (Hulderico) Hiſtoria y Deſcubrimiento del Rio 
de la Plata y Paraguay. Exſt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. iii. 
Sebara de Sylva (Jos. de) Recueil Chronologique & Analy- 
tique de tout ce qu'a fait en Portugal la Societe dite de Jeſus, 
depuis ſon entree dans ce Royaume en 1540 . a fon Expul- 


ion, en 1759; 12mo. 3 vols. Liſb. 1 


769. 
Sep ulveda (Genefius) Dialogus de Jaſtis bell cauſis praeſer- 
tim, 2 Indos Novi Orbis: MS. 


Seyras y Lovero (D. Fr.) Theatro Naval Hydrographico, 


40. 1648. 
Deſcripeion Geographica y Derrotero de la Re- 
gion Aſtral Magellanica, 4to. Mad. 4690. 
Simon (Pedro) Noticias Hiſtoriales de las Conquiſtas de 


Tierra Firme en las Indias Occidentales, fol. Cuenca, 1627: 


Solis (D. Ant. de) Hiſtoria de las ul de Mexico, 
fol. Mad. 1684. 


Hiſtory of the conqueſt of Mexico.—Tranſlated 
by Townſend, fel 1724. 


Solorzano Perreira Joan.) Politica Indiana. 
De Indi arum jure ſive de juſta Indiarum Occiden- 


talium Gubernatione, fol. 2. vols. Lugd. 1672. 


De n. Jure, fol- Matriti, 2 vols. fol. 
1629. 


Suarez de Fig! gueroa (Chriſtov. Hechos de D. Guzcig Har 
adode Mendoza, 4to. Mad, 1613. 


Sa Ba <<Fatitdghaes 


A'CATALOGUE OF 
1 
Tarragones ( Hieron. Gir.) Dos Libros de Coſmogra; phia, 
to. Milan, 1556. 


Techo (F. Nichol. de) The Hiftory of the Provinces Para- 
M. Tucuman, Rio de la Plata, &c. Euſt. nnn s Coll. 


Torquemada 0 van. de) Monarquia Indiana, fol. 3 vols. 


172 
1 Gin. Per. de) Viagedel Mundo. Exit. Barcia Hiſt. 
5 —— (Franc. Caro de) Hiſtoria * las Ordenes Mili. 
tares de Santiago, Calatrava y Alcantara, deſde ſu Fundacion 
op el Rey D. Felipe II. Adminifiator perpetuo dellas, fol. 
1629, _ 
Torribio {. F. Jos.); Aparato para la. Hiſtoria Natural 
Eſpagna la fol. Mad; 1754. 
—— Differtacion Hiftorico Politica y en mucha parte 


Geograſica de las Iſlai Philipinas, I amo. 27. 755. 


Unoa (D. Ant. de) Voyage Hiftorique de Amerique Me- 
ridionale, 4to. 2 tom. Paris, 1/752. 

Noticias Americanas; Entretenimientos Phy ficos 
© Hiſftoricus, ſobre la — * y le Septentrional 
Oriental, 4to. Mad. 177 

— (Franc. * Navi tone per ſcoprire l Iſole delle 
Specierie fino al Mare detto Vermejo nel 1539. Exft. Ramuf. 


339 
(D. Bernardo) Retabliſſement des Manufactures 
& du Commerce d'Eſpagne, 12 mo. Amſt. 1753. 
- Untariz(D- Ca tes Theoria y Praftica, de Commercio & 
4e Marins fol. Mad. 1757. 
The Theory and Practice of Commence, and 
Maritime * 8vo. 2 * Lond. 751. 


4 
Venegss (ligile) A ed and. Civil Hiſtory of Califor- 


nia, 8vo. 2 vols. Lond. 1759. 
Varages (D. Thom. Tamaio de) Reſtauracion de la Ciudad 


4 rage 
del Salvador y Bair de Todos Sanctos en la Provincia del Bra- 
fil, 4to. Mad. 1628. 


Vargas Machuca (D. Bern. de) Milicia y Deſcripcion de las 
„Ladias, 470. Mad. 1699. 


Veg? 


/ SPANISH BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS. 


Vega (L'Ynca Garcilaſſo de la) Hiſtoire des Guerres Civiles 
des Eſpagnoles dans les Indes, par Baudouin, 4to. 2 tom. Paris 
1648. 

Vega (Garcilafſo de la) Hiſtoire de la Conquete de la Flo- 
ride. Traduite, par Richelet, 1 2mo. 2 tom. Leyd. 1731. 

Royal Commentaries of Peru, by Rycaut, fol. 
Lond. 1688. | 


Veitia Linage (Joa. The Spaniſh Rule of trade to the 
Weſt Indies, 8 vo. Lond. 1702. | 


| Norte de la Contratacion de las Indias Occiden- 
| | 


tales, fol. ___— K 5 r 8 

Verazzano (Giov.) Relatione delle Terra ut Scoperta 
nel 1524. Exſt. Ramuſio III. p. 420. 5 

Viage de Eſpagna, 12mo. 6 tom. Mad. 1776. 

Victoria (Fran.) Relationes Theologicz de Indis & de jure 
belli contra eos, 4to. Mad. 1765. 

Viera y Clavijo (D. Jos.) Noticias de la Hiſtoria general 
de las Hlas de Canaria, gto. 2 tom. Mad. 1772. 

Villagra (Gaſp. de) Hiſtoria de Nueva Mexico Poema, 
12mo. Alcala, 1610. 

Villa Segnor y Sanchez (D. Jos. Ant.) Theatro}Americano. 
Deſcription general de los Reynos y Provincias de la Nueva 
Eſpagna, fol. 2 tom. Mex. 1746. | 


x x 


Xeree (Franc, de) Verdadera Relacion de la Conquiſta del 
Peru y Provincia de Cuzco, Embiada al Emperador Carlos V. 
Exſt. Barcia. Hiſt. Prim. tom. III. , 

——— Relatione, &c. &c. Exſt. Ramuſio III. 372. 


Z 


Zarate (Aug. de) Hiſtoria del Deſcubrimiento y Conquiſta 

de la Provincia del Peru. Exit. Barcia. Hiſt. Prim. tom. III. 
Hiſtoire de la Decouverte & de la Conquete du 

Perou, 1 2mo. 2 tom. Paris, 1742. | 

Zavala y Augnon (D. Miguel de) Repreſentacion al Rey N. 
Segnor D. Philipe V. dirigida al mas ſeguro Aumento del Real 
Erario. No place, 1732. 

Zevallos (D. Pedro Ordognez de) Hiſtoria y Viage del Mun- 
do, 4to. Mad. 1691. | 


. Mm INDEX, 


$29 
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N. B.. The Roan Numerals refet to the Volume, and the 7 igutes 


— 


A 


Azrss1914, an embaſſy ſent * 
that country by John II. King 

Portugal, i. $5. | 

Acapulca, the nature of the trade carried 
on from thence to Manila, ii. 427. 
Amount of the treaſure on board the ſhip 

taken by Lord Anſon, 507. 

. his method of accounting for the 
ifferent degrees of heat, in the old and 
new continents, i. 448. 

Adair, his account of the revengeful 
temper of the native Americans; i. 
MST 

Alanſon, his juſtification of Hanno's ac- 

count of the African ſeas, i. 423. 
Africa, the weſtern coaſt of, firſt ex- 

plwored by order of John 1. Ring of 

Portugal, i. 40. 1s diſcovered from 

Cape Non, to Bojador, 42+ 

Bojador doubled, 46. The countries 

ſouthward of the River Senegal diſco- 

vered, $2. Cape of Good Hope ſeen 


Cape 


by Bartholomew Diaz, 55. Cauſes of 


the extreme heat of the climate theres 
254+ Ignorance. of the ancient aſtro» 
nomers concerning, 423- 

Agriculture, the ſtate of, among the na- 
tive Americans, i. 323. Two princi- 
pal cauſes of the defects of, 332. 

Azada, is ſent to Hiſpaniola, as a com- 
miſſioner to inſpect the conduct of Co- 

lumbus, i. 130. 

. Agvilor, Jerom de, is relieved from a long 
captivity among the Indians at Cozumel, 
by Fernando Cortes, ii. 10. 


Albuguergue, Rodrigo, his barbarous treat- 


to the Page. 


| ment of the Lädlans of Hiſpaniolay l. 


214 | 

Alcavala, in the Spaniſh Cuſtoms, the 
term explained, ii. 510. 

Alexander the Great, his political charac» 

ter, i. 14. His motive in founding the 
city of Alexandria, 15. His diſcobe- 
ries in India, 16. * 

Alexander VI. Pope 2 to Ferdinand 
and Iſabella of Caftile}the right of all 
their weſtern diſcoveries, i- 113. Sehds 

 miffionaries with Columbus on his ſe» 
cond voyage, 14. 

Alma 0g iego * his birth and cha- 
er, ii. 149. iates with Pizarro 

and de Luque, in a voyage of diſco- 
very, 150. His unſucceſsful attempts, 
151. Is neglefted by Pizarro in his + 
. Spaniſh negotiation, i5g. Is recon» 
ciled to him, 160 Brings reinforge- 
ments to P. zarro at Peru, 178. Be- 

inning of diſſenſions between him and 
izarro, 192. Invades Chili, 195. Is 
created governor of Chili, and marches 
to Cuſco, 199. Seizes Cuſco out of 
the hands of Pizarro, 2zor. Defeats 
Alvarado, and takes him priſoner, 
ibid. Is deceived by the artful nego- 
tiations of Francis Pizarro, 203. Is 
defeated by the Pizarros 206. Is ta- 
ken priſoner, 207. Is tried and con- 
demned, 208. Is put to death, 209. 

Alniagro the ſon, affords refuge to his 
father's followets at Lima, ii. 217. 
His characters ibid, Heads a con- 

*  ſpiracy againſt Francis Pizarro, 218. 
Pizarro aſſaſſinated, 219. is acknowe 
ledged as his ſucceſſoby- 240; - His pre - 


Mm 


Almajorifaſgo, in the Spaniſh American 
uſtoms 


ed, 283. 


X. 


jous fituation, 221. Is defeated by 
Ve de Cafirs, 223. Is betrayed and 
executed, 224. | 


„ the amount of, ii. 510. 


c 
Alvarado, Alonzo, is ſent from Lima,; 


Francis Pizarro, with, a body of 

iards -to relieve his brothers at 
Cuſco, ii. 201. Is taken priſoner by 
Almagro, 202. His eſcape, 203. 


| Alvarado, Pedro de, is left by Cortes 


to command at Mexico, while he 


marched againſt Narvaez, ii. 78. He 


is befieged by the Mexicans, $84. His 
imprudent conduct, 85. His expedi- 
tion to Quito in Perus 1 


| $ 
FMriazons, a community of td to exiſt 
in South Amierica, by Francis Orel- 


lana, ii. 215. 


America, the continent of, diſcovered by 


Chriſtopher Columbus, i. 138. How 
it obtained this name, 149. Ferdi- 
nand of Caſtile nominates two x 
vernments in, 1923» The propofitions 
offered to the natives, ibid. IN recep- 
tion of Ojeda and Nicueſſa among 
The South Sea diſcovers 
ed by Balboa, . Rio de Plata diſ- 
covered, 213. 


The vaſt extent of, 248. The grand 
objects it preſented to view, 249. 
'T e of, favourable for 
commerce and civilization, 250. The 


climates of, 252. Various cauſes of 


the peculiarity of its climates, 2 53. 
Its rude and uncultivated ſtate when 
firſt diſcovered; 257. Its animals, 259. 
Its inſects and reptiles, 261. Birds, 


262. General account of its ſoil, 263. 


Inquiry into the firſt ulation of, 


464. Could not be peopled by civi- 


lized nations, 270. The northern ex- 


eaſe derived from this part of the 


- world, 307 Why thinly inhabit- 


ed, .337. The country de lated by 
continual wars, 366. Cauſe of the ex- 
treme cbldneſs towards the ſouthern 


- extremity ef, 451. The natural un- 
_ cultivated ſtate of the 


ntry deſcrib- 
ed, 453. Bones of large extinct ſpe- 
cies of animals diſcovered under ground 
near the banks of the Ohio, 454. 
Why European animals degenerate there, 
455- Suppoſed to have undergone a- 
convulſive ſeparation from Aſia, 459. 
Cauſes of the d tion of, traced, 
ii. 346. This pulation. not the 
reſult of any intentional ſyſtem of 
policy, 348. Nor the reſult of reli- 
ion, 350. Number of Indian natives 
ill remaining in Mexico and Peru, 


357. All the Spaniſh donunions there 


bjected to two viceroys, 354. Its 
third viceroyalty lately eſtabliſhed, 255 
E. 


See Mexico, Peru, Cortes, Pizarro, 


Americans, native in Spaniſh America, 


on, i. 289. Their frength 


natives of, inju- - ' 
- riouſly treated by the Spaniards, 233. 


their bodily conftitution and complexi- 
and abi- 
lities, 290. Their inſenſibility with re- 
rd to their women, 292. No de» 
ities in their frame, 296. This 


- circurttance accounted for, 297. Uni- 


tremity of, contiguous to Afia, 273. 


Probably peopled by Afiatics, 280. 
Condition and character of the native 
inhabitants inquired into, 281. Were 
more rude than the natives of any o- 


,- 


ther known parts of the earth, 282. 


The Peruvians and Mexicans except- 

The firſt diſcoverers inca- 

pable of a judicious ſpeculative exami- 
nation, 285. The various ſyſtenis of 
hiloſophers reſpecting the natives, 286. 

Method obſerved in the preſent re 

of their bodily conſtitution and cir- 


cumſtances, 288. The venereal dif- 


formity of their colour, 298. A pe- 


culiar race deſcribed, 301. The Eſquĩ- 


maux, 302. Patagonians, 303 The 


exiſtence of Patagonian giants yet re- 
maining to be decided, 3056. Their 


* diſeaſes; 306. The venereal diſeaſe, 


peculiarly theirs, 307. The powers and 
2 of their minds, 308. Are only 
licitous to ſupply immediate wants, 
10, The art of computation ſcarcely - 
to them, ibid. Have no ab- 

ſtrat ideas, 312. The North Ame- 
ricans much more intelligent than thoſe 
of the South, 313. Their averſion to 
labour, 315. Their focial ſtate, 317. 
Domeſtic union, ibid. The women, 
ar Their women not prolific, 321. 
heir parental affection and filial duty, 
322. Their modes of ſubſiſtence, 324. 
Fiſhing, - 32 5. Hunting, 326. Agri- 
culture, 328. The various objects of 
their culture, 329. Two principal 
cauſes of the defects of their agricul- 
ture, 332. Their want of tame ani- 
mals, ibid. Their want of uſeful me- 


tals, 334. Their political inftitutions, - 


336- Were divided into ſmall inde- 
| . * pendent 


. , ( > 


city, 351. 


quainted with the idea of 
337. Their high ſenſe of equality and 
* independence, 338. Their ideas of ſub- 


NN 


'I 


communities, ibid. — 7 


341. 
Florida, ibid. 


Inquiry into the 


* of theſe dere 346. Their 


art of war, Their motives to 
hoſtility, 350. Cauſes of their ſero- 
Perpetuity of their animo- 
fities, 352. Their modes of conduct 
ing war, 353. Are not deſtitute of 
courage and fortitude, 355. Incapable 
ol military diſcipline, 456. Their treat 
ment of priſoners, 357. Their forti- 
tude under torture, 359. Never eat 
human fleſh but to gratify revenge, 


361. How the South Americans treat- 
ed their priſoners, 


362. Their mili- 
tary education, 363. Strange method 
of chufing a captain among the Indi- 
uns on banks. of the Orinoco, 
ibid. Their numbers. waſted by centi- 
. nual wars, , 366. Their tribes now 


recruit their numbers by adopting pri- 
ſoners, 367. Are never ſormidable in 
war, to 2 
Their arts, d 


ed nations, 368. 
8, 75 A 1 369. 
Their habitations, Their arms, 
374. Their dome ic l 375» 
Conſtruction of their canoes, 396. The 
liſtleſſneſs with which they apply. to 
labour, 377- Their religion, 378. 
Some tribes deſtitute of any, 


. 381+ Remarkable diverfity in their re- 


- ligious notions, 384. Their ideas of 


immortality of the ſoul, 387. Their 
- modes of burial, 388. Why their phy- 
ficians pretend to be con 


conjurers 9, 
Their .lave of dancing, 393- Air 


immoderate paſſion ſor gaming, 395. 
drunken - 


Are extremely addicted to 


rable to death, 400. 
. of their character, 401. Their intel- 


_ cunning, 408. 


1 * 


396. Put their * and incu- 
General eſtimate 


lectual powers, 402+ Their , political 
talents, 403. Powers of 2 „ 404. 
Hardneſs of heart, 405. Their inſen- 
ſibility, 406. Taciturnity, 407. Their 
Their virtues, 40g 
Their ſpirit of independence, 410. For» 
titude, ibid. Attachment to their com · 
munity, 411. Their ſatisfaction with 
their own condition, ibid. General 


N D 


Animals la very few in Amentca 
1 I i. 259. 
Ant cauſe of a — of th 


e or computation, the art of, 


E X. 


.caution with reſpect to this inquiry, 
414 Two diſtinguiſhable claſſes of, 
415- Exceptions as to their character, 
2. _ characteriſtic features de- 
Inſtances of their per- 
ſevering 2, 461. An antipathy in- 
duſtriouſly encouraged between them 
and the 'negroes in America, by the 
Spaniards, ii. 369. Their preſent con- 
dition, 370. How taxed, 371. Stated 
demanded from them, 373. 
Mode of exacting theſe ſervices, 37 
How governed, ibid. ProteQor of the 
Indians, his function, 4374- "RR 
why ſo ſmall a is made in 
their converſion, 384. 


Amerigo Veſpucci, 99 the firſt writ- 
ten account of the New World, and 


pendous height and extent of 
that .range of mountains, i. 249. Their 
beight compared with other moun- 
tains, 446. Gonzalo Pizarro's remark- 
able expedition over, ii. 21 


art of 


ly » 223 423, 424, 426. 
Arabians, peculiarly a attached to the ſtudy 
of geography, i. 27. 
Argonauts, the expedition of, why ſo fa: 
mous among the Greeks, i. 12. 


L e mor 


of, father his extraordinary miſſion to 
4 the prince of the Tartars, i. 32. 


Aba diſcoveries made by the Ruffians, 


i. 273 · 


. 


ii. 408. n 6 dow put 
an end to, 409, 5 
* ene 1 


acceſior in the kingdom of 

. 167. Defeats his brother H 
and uſurps the empire of Peru, ar 
Sends preſents to Pizarro, 170. Viſits 
Togo 173. Is 1 ſcized nay 

. Agrees with Pizarro 

— 177. 1s refufed his . 
180. 


I' N 
180. [Hs behaviour his can- 
finement, 183. form of trial be- 
ſtowed on him, ih Is put to death, 


185. Compariſon of authorities relat- 
ing to his tranſactions with, and treat- 

ment by Pizarro, 462. 

Audience of new Spain, was of, eſta- 
bliſhed by the Emperor Charles V. ii. 
143. Courts of their juriſchctioh, 3 56. 

Averia, a 8 tax for convoy to and 
from America, when firſt impoſed, li. 
510. Its rate, 511. 

eres, thoſe n the Por · 
tygueſe, i i, * te 


B 
Balboa, Vaſco Nu , ſertles a co» 
lony at Sante on. the gulf of 
Darien, i. 194. Receives intelligence 


of the rich country of Peru, 200. His 
character, 202. Marches acroſs the 
iſthmus, 203. 
Occan, 204. Returns, 20g. is ſu- 
rſeded in his command by the ap- 
* of Pedrarias Davila, 207. 
fined br Pedrarias for forme 
actions, 
porn of the countries on the South 
and marries Pedrarias's daughter, 
210, Is arreſted and put to death by 
Pedrarias, 211. 


Þark, ]cſuits, a xculiar to Peru 
ets 2 a produgt ion pecul 7 


* 393+ 

Barre, his deſcri ion of n 

ol Indian Au 

Bekring and Teide, Ruffian naviga- 
tors, thought to have diſcovered the 
north- weſt ny of 3 from 
the. caſtward, i. 27 neertainty 
their accounts, 458. K N 

Benalcazar, governor of St. Michael, re- 
duces 'the kingdom of Quito, ii. 188. 


on deprived of his command by . 


213. 
Benjamin the Jew of Tudela, his extra · 
ordinary travels, i. 31. 

Bernaldes, inſtance of the Bravery of tlie 
Catibees, mentioned by him, i. 487. 
Bethincourt, John de, a Norman baron, 

W wah and poſſeſſes the canary iſlands, 


* 
75 rh 


r tranſ- 


an 0 thoſe natural to ads 
262. = he flight of, often 


« 2 9 > «7 
* — 


Brafl, the coaſt of, diſcovered by Ab 


Diſcovers the Southern 


1s appointed licutenant 


; 9 t 


E X. 


ftretch to an immenſe diftance from land, 


431. 

Bugs in Ameri ica, ſome account of the 
inhabitants of, i. 345. Cauſes of their 
tame ſubmiſſion to the Spaniaids, 348. 
Their religious doctrines and rites, 386. 

= Sg an the firft diſcovery ot, i. 

oubled by the Portugueſe diſ- 


83 46. 


3 


478. 
Bessallla, Francis de, is ſent to Hiſpa- 
niola to erquire into the conduct of 
Columbus, i. 154. «Sends Columbus 


Romy irqns, 155. Is degraded, 158, 
Sele his deſence of the Periplys of 


Hanno, i. 422. 
Bourger, M. his character of the native 
Peruvians, i. 465. 


Cabral 1. 151. Remarks on the 

» 451 

Bridges, Peruvian, deſcribed, i ii. 48 _ 

Buenos Ayres, © in South America, ſome ac- 
count oi that province, ii. 336. 

Bulls papal, of no force in Spaniſh Ame. 
rica, beſore examined and approved 
by the royal council of the lu dies, ii. 379» 
See Cruzado. 

Burial” of the dead, American mode of, i, 


* 
0 


ral, Alvarez, a Portugueſe 8 

Fa diſcovers the coaft of Brafil, © i. 
151. 

c the beſt in quality, produced in 
the Spaniſh American colonies, ii. 393. 
1 he preparation of chocolate from, de- 
' rived from the Mexicans, 4124 

Cadiz, the Galeons and flota removed thi- 
ther from Seville, ii. 401. 

he peninfula of, diſcovered by 

Cortes, i ii. 144. The true ſtate 
of this country long unknown, 329. 
Why depfeciated by the Jeſuits, 330. 
Favourable account of, given by Don 
Joſeph Galvezy ibid. 

Californians, the character of, by P. Ve- 
negas, i. 467. 

Campeachy, diſcovered by Cordova, Wha 

; N 239. 
5 - a 


fo, his account of the American war ſong, 


I N d e + 


Cap:pomanes, Don Pedro Roderiguez, cha- 
rater of his Political and commer- 
cal writings, ii. 507. 


of the produce. TOI Annes 


to 
human fleſh for ſubliſtence, though 8 
for * i. Foo 478. 


Cannibals, no 


ſcribed, i. 376. 
Caracas, eſtabliſhment of the company 
2 that coaſt, He 413. Growth 


celle 1 diſcovered by Columbus 
in his ſecond Voyage, LLP N 

Carribbees, their ſpirit peculiarly fierce, i. 
417- Their character by M. de Chan- 


Carpini, | hs extraordinary miſſion to the 
prince of the Tartars, i. 32. 

Carthagena, the harbour of, the ſafeſt and 
beſt fortified of any in all the Spaniſh 
American dominions, ii. 339. 

Carthaginians, N 4 and navi- 

jon among, i famous voyages 
TR and Himilco, 9. 

Carvajal, F ranciſco de, contributes to 
Vaca de Caſtro's victory over young 
Almagro, ii. 224. Encourages Gon- 
zalo Pizarro to aſſume the government 
of Peru, 233. Adviſes- Pizarro to aſ- 

the ſovereignty of the country, 
243 1s ſeized by Gaſca and executed, 


Cotithe, Bernal del, character of his 
Hiſtoria Verdade de la Conquiſta de la 
Nueva Eſpagna, ii. 438. 

Centeno, Diego, revolts from Gonzalo pi- 
zarro to the of Peru, ii 
Is defeated by}Carvajal, and ſecretes him- 
ſelf in a cave, 242. Sallies out and ſeizes 
Cuzco, 253. Is reduced by Pizarro, 
254. 1s employed by Gaſca to make 
Ain in in the regions-about the river 
Plata, 262. 

Chanvalon, M. de, his character of the 
native Caribbees, i. 466. 

Chapetenes, in the Spaniſh American co- 
lonies, who thus diſtnguihed, ii. 366. 

Charles Il. ing of Spain, eſtabliſhes 
packet boats en Spain ad the 


His account 


| the conſtruction of, de- 


„colonies, ©. 4 Allows free trade 
the windw + 416. Gram te 
7 1 a free trade with each 
41 
Charles V. emperor, ſends Roderigo. de i. 
gucroa to Hiſpaniola, as chief judge, to 
e treatment of the — 
55 Cauſes this ſubject to be de- 
bated before him, 230. Equips a ſqua- 
dron at bg ſolicitation of Ferdinand 
agellan, ii. 129. Reſigns his = 
on the Moluccas to the Portu 
133- Appaingy Cortes * 
Spain, 135. Rewards 
home, 142. Eſtabliſhes a board called — 
the Audience of New Spain, 143. His 
conſultations on American affairs, 225. 
Eſtabliſhes new regulations, 3 229. 
Chili, is inyaded b il. 195. 


* 
y 
How ſubjected by 8 332. 
Excellence of its climate and ſoil, 851. 
. of i its being neglected, 334+, 


5 7 — 


icans, ii. 412. 

Cholula, in Mexico, arrival of 
there, with ſome account of the town, 
li. 46. A NY againſt Cortes diſ- 
covered, and the inhabitants deſtroyed, 


Ginalea, political daz of the people there, 


i. 110 Their mode of living, 481. 
Are dęſſitute of all religion, = Ex-- 
ry large grain of gold found there, 


ii. 48 


— 1 in the province of. Sonora, late 

1 of rich mines made there 
by the Spaniards, ii. 328. Probable 
elfcfts of theſe diſcoveries, 329. _ 
ment VI. pope, erects the Canary iſ- 
lands into a kingdom, i. 37. 


Climates, influenced by a variety of cauſes, 
i. 252. Their tion on mankind, 
414. Inquiry into the cauſe of the di: 
ferent degrees of heat in, 448. 
Cockineal, an important production, almoſt 
N to New Spain, ii. 393. 
extraordinary predominance of, in 
the climates of America, i, 232. - Cauſes 
of this peculiarity, 2 53. 
132 . Spaniſh, 22 can, * of the 
icy and trade 34 popula- 
tion the firſt eff "a 1 them, ibid. 


| | brother Chriſtopher to 


The 


- 4$77- Pernicious 'effefts of monaſtic 
inſtituri6ns there, 378. Character of 
- the-ecclefiaſtics there Preduc- 
Bons 8 487. The tines bil. Thole 
- of Poton and Sacotecas, 388. The 
ſpirit with which they are worked, 
go. Fatal effects of this aruour, 391 
. es oof, 5 that tb the 
commerce of, 1 increaſe 
tages aro S 

tem, ibid. ſame” advantages 
are not ſtill — » 396. Guarda 
coſtas employed to check the con- 


57 former 


traband trade in, 409. ones Ac 


regiſter ſhips introduced, — 
the Caraccas inſtituted, 413. Eonpany of 
"liſiment- of tegular acktotdoyed to, 
Free trade between 


| hom, 4 New regulations in the 


18. 
the courts of juſtice, ibid. A fourth 
vice-royalty eſtabliſhed, 42 1. Attempts 
to reform domeſtic policy, #23. Their 
Lare, with the Philippine iflands, 426. 
1 ur derived from, by Spain, 429. 
— of adminiſtration there, K 
State of ' population in, 489. The 
number of monaſteries there, 497. Ser 
, Mexico, Peru, Cc. 
| % Bartliolomew, is ſent by his 
negociate with 
Nenry VII. king of England, i. 78. 
The misfortunes of his voyage, 73. 
Follows his brother to Hiſp 123. 
Is veſted with the adminiſtration of 
affairs there by his brother on his re- 
turn to Armed ag OE: the town 


A 


N DE X. 


Columbus, — Uh and edu- 


i: my to the Gtnoeſt ſenate, 

_— Cavſe of his overtures being rejected 
- . Applies to whe _—_ 
of Ga abd Legi 


1 


| gave 71. 


*  trew, SL) 


— land, 89. 
View With the iatives. 


early Voyages, 


cation of, i. 59. 
60. Marrics and yy at Liſbon 

61. His geographical refleQtions, 63. 
Conceives the idea of making diſcove- 
to the weſtward, 65. Ufers mn 
7 


land, ibid, His 

Pg wk treated by the Spaniſh 
Is patronized by. . 

Hr 14 His propoſals again 
4 invited by Iſabella, and 
engag — the Spaniſh ſervice, 79. 
Preparations ſor his voyage, 80. The 
amount of * equipment, 81. Sails 
from $2. is vigilant atten- 
tion to all —— during his 
voyage, of | his 
"His 2 dreſs in quieting their 
Indications of their ap- 
An iſtand diſco- 
90. He lands, 91. His inter- 
92. Names the 
Proſecutes 
Diſco« 


vered, 


iſland San Salvadore, 93. 
his difcoverits ſouthward, 94. 


vers and lands vn the Ifland of Cuba, 95. 


_ 
uſtds'a 


Diſcovers Argos; 96. Suffers ſhip- 
but is ſaved by the Indians, 99. 
fort, 102. Returns to Europe, 
N His I > 95 to preſerve the me- 
of his diſcoveries during a ſtorm, 

106. Arrives at the Azores, ibid. Ar- 
rives at Liſbon, 107: His reception in 
in, 108. His audjence with Ferdi- 

d and lſabella, 109. His equipment 

a ſecond voyage, 112. Diſcovers the 


* itandz, 113. Finds his colony 


tholomew at Iſabella, 123. 


on Hispaniola deſtroyed, 115. Build 
a tity, which he calls Wabella, 2 
Viſits the interior parts of the coun- 
ny, 119. His men diſcontented and 
faQtious, 120. Difcovers the ifland of 

aica, 122. Meets his brother Bar- 
The na- 


tives ill vufed by his men) and begin ta 


be alarmed, 124. Ne defeats the In- 


_ Ufand, 127. —_— tribute from them, 


128. to Spain to Juſtify his 
conduct, 135. Is furniſhed with a more 
regular ptan oC 133. His 
third voyage, 136. Diſcovers the iſ- 
land of Arinidad? 137. Diſcovers the 
continent of America, 138. State of 


en en "Mis arrival, 139. Com- 
poles 


* 


fs ets 


the. mutiay of Roldbn and his 
adherents, 142. Is diſtiefſed by the 
tous behaviour of his men, 152. 
omplaints carried to Spain againſt him, 


1 Is ſent home m wors, 155. 
al his 


conduct, but is not reſtored 
to his authority, 157. His ſolicitations 
neglectec, 161. Forms new ſchemes 
of aiſcovery, 162. Engages ip a fourth 
voyage, 164. His treatment at Hiſpa- 
niola, ibid. Searches alter a paffage 
to the Indiati ocean, 166. Is mip- 
wrecked on the coaſt of Jamaica, 167. 
His artifice to ſecure the friendſhip of 
the Indians, 170. Is delivered and ar- 
rives at Hiſpaniola, 173- Returns to 
Spain, 174. His death, 175, His right 
| to the original diſcovery of America 
detended, 434. N 


Columbus, Don Diego, ſues out his claims 


to his father's privileges, i. 188. Marries 
and goes over to Hiſpaniola, 189. 
Eſtabliſhes a pearl fiſhery at Cubagua, 
190. Projects the cunqueſt of Cuba, 
196. His meaſures thwarted by Ferdi- 
- Hand, 213. Returns to Spain, 214. 
Commerce, the ara from which its com- 
© mencement is to be dated, i. 2. Mo- 
tives to an intercourſe among diſtany na- 
tions, 4. Still flouriſhed in the eaſtern 
empire after the ſubverſion of the weſt- 
ern, 26. Revival of, in Europe, 28. 
Compaſs, mariner's, navigation extended 


more by the invention of, than by all 


the ' efforts of preceding ages, i. 35. 
By -whom invented, 36. 
ine, M. his account of the coun- 
try at the foot of the Andes, in South 
America, i. 453. His remarks on the 
character of the native Americans, 
466 | 


Congo, the kingdom of, diſcovered by the 
Portugueſe, i. 52. | 
Conftaritinople, the conſequence of remov- 
ing the ſeat of the Roman empire to, 
1. 24. Continued a commercial city af- 
ter the extinction of the weſtern em- 
- pire, 26. Became the chief mart of 
Italy, 28. . 


Cordoua, Franciſco Hernandez, diſcovers 


Yucatan, i. 238. Is repulſed at Cam- 
peachy, and returns to Cuba, 239. 
Corita, a , — 2 8 the 
comraband tr e ot t oni 
ii. 42 5. Character of his Arend 
- -memoirs, 469. Oe g 
Fortes, Fernando, his birth, education, 
and character, ii. 3. 1s by Velaſquez 


8 


appointed commander of the artha 
ment fitted out by him againſt New 
Ht, 4 Velaſquez becomes jealous 
f him, 6. Velaſquez ſends orders 
ro deprive him of his commiſſion, and 
hy him under arreſt, 7. Is protect. 
ed « Row froops, $. The amount of 
his forces, 9, Reducts the Indians 
at Tabaſco, 11. Arrives at St. Juan 
de Ulua, ibid. His interview with 
two Mexican commanders, 13. Sende 
preſents to Montezuma, 15. Receives 
others in return, 16. His 
23- Eſtabliſhes a form of tivil g- 
vernment, 24. Reſigns his commiſ- 
fion under Velaſquez, and aſſumes the 


command in the king's name, 27. 
His friendſhip courted by the Ze 
* allans, 28. Builds a fort, 30. 


mM 

, 28. Buildy' 2 fort, 30. Con- 
cludes à formal "alliance with ſeveral 
caziques, ibid. Diſcovers a confpiracy 
among his men, and deſtroys his ſhips, 
33. Advances into the country, 35. 
Is oppoſed by the Tlaſcalans, 37. Con- 
cludes a peace with them, 442. His 
raſh zeal, 44. Proceeds to Cholula 


46. Diſcovers a conſpiracy againſt him 


here, and deſtroys the inhabitants, 48. 
Approaches in fight of the capital city 


of Mexico, 50, His firſt interview 
+ with Montezuma, 51. His anxiety at 


his ſituation in the city of Mexico, 
56. Seizey Montezuma, 60. Orders 
him to be fettered, 62, Reaſons of 
his conduct. 63. Prevails on Monte- 
zuma to own himſelf a vaſſal to the 
Spaniſh crown, 66. Amount and di- 
vifion of his treafure, 67. Enrages 
the Mexicans by his imprudent zeal, 
70. An armament ſent by Velaſquez 
to ſuperſede him, 74. His delibera- 
tions on this event, 79. Advances to 
meet Naryacz, 79. Defeats Narvaez, 
and takes him priſoner, 82. Gains 
over the * foldiers to his in- 
tereſt, 83. Returns to Mexico, 85. 
His improper conduct on his arrival, 
86. 1s reſolutely attacked by the Mex- 
icans, 87. Attacks them in turn with- 
out ſucceſs, 88. Death of Montezuma, 
go. His extraordinary eſeape from death, . 


: 97: Abandons the city of Mexico, 


2» 
attacked by the Mexicans, 93. 2 
great loſſes in the encounter, 94. Dit- 


Heulties of his retreat, '95. Battle 
of Otumba, 97. De the Mexi- 
Fans, 98. Mutinous ſpirit of his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ed, 118, 


ES, "Bo 


„ 101. Redyces the Tepeacans, 

Ie ſtrengthened by ſeveral rein- 

5, log. Returns to Mexico, 

185 Eſtabliſnes his head- quarters at 
Tezenco, 107. Reduces, or concili- 
ates the cog his 2 qt 108. 


rap od 9 a fleet of brigan- 
nn EO — N Befheges Mex- 
ys 115 aſſault to 


os the FEY Th. but is repulſ- 
es the Mexicar, pro- 

* Pphecy, 121, Takes Gautimozin pri- 
ſoner, 124. Gains poſſeſſion of the 

_ city, "bid. "And of the whole empire, 
127. Deſeats another attempt to ſu- 
him in his command, 134. 
1s appointed governor of New Spain, 
135. His ſchemes and arrangements, 
136. Cruel treatment of the natives, 
137. His conduct ſubjected to in- 
quiry, 140. Retums to Spain to juſ- 


tiſy himſelf, 141. Is rewarded by the 


Emperor, Charles V. 142. Goes back 

to Mexico with limited powers, 143. 

| Diſcovers California, 144- Returns to 

Spain, and dits, ibid. Inquiry into 

the nature of his letters to the Em- 
ror Charles V. 437. Authors - who 

wrote of his _— of New Spain, 
438. 

Council of the Indies, its power, ii. 358, 
Cre:les, in the Spaniſh American colo- 
Wear > character of, ii. 367. 

lan, colonel George, his account of 
97 diſcovery of the bones of large ex- 
ting ſpecies of animals in North Ame- 
rica, i. 454+ 
Cruſades to the Holy Land, the great po- 
litical advantages derived from, by the 
European nations, i. 30. 
Cruſade, bulls of, publiſhed regularly eve- 
| ry two years in the Spaniſh colonies, 
30. Prices of, and amount of the 
ſale at the laſt publication, 508. 
Cuba, the iſland of, diſcovered by Chriſ- 


topher Columbus, i. 95. Is failed round 


by Ocampo, 188. The conqueſt of, un- 
dertaken by Diego Velaſquez, 96. Cruel 
treatment of the cazique Hang, and 
his repartee to a friar, 197. Colum- 
bus's enthuſiaſtic deſcription of a har- 
bour in, 431- The tobacco produced 
there the fineſt in * 3 398: 


« 4 


N DN E 


233. T 


Cuzco, the capital of the Pm em- 


pirt, founded by Manco Capac, ii, 
164. Is ſcized by Pizarro, 188. 45 
beſietzed by the Peruvians, 198. 
ſurpriſed by Almagro, 201. Is thn 
ed and pillaged by the Pizarros, 207. 
Was the only city in all Feru, 322. 


= 


--D 


Dancing, the love of, a favourite paſſion 
among the Americans, i. 393. 

Darian, the iſthqus of, deſeribed, i. 204. 
The increaſe of ſettlement - there ob- 


ſtructed by the noxiouſneſs 9 5 


mate, ii. 338 . 
De Solis, his unfortunate expedition up the 
river Plata, i. 212. 


De Solis, Antonio, character of his Hiſ- 


—_—_ de la Conquiſta * Mexico, ij. 


D Efquilacke, prince, viceroy of Peru, his 
vigorous meaſures ſor reſtraining the ex- 
ceſſes of the regular clergy there, ii. 
2 Rendered ineffectual, 383. 

Diaz, Bartholomew, diſcovers the Cape of 
cod Hope, i. 55: 


Diſcoveries, the difference between thoſe . 


: made by land, aud thoſe by ſea, Rated, 


Det” his objeQion to the Periplus of 
Hanno exploded, i. 42.1. 
Domingo, St. on the iſland of Hiſpanigla, 
founded by Bartholomew Columbus, i. 
1 | 
Dominicans, thoſe in Hiſpaniola publicly re- 
monſtrate againſt the cruel treatment of 
the Indians, i. 235. See Las C; FM 
pn, ſtrong propenſity of 
in, i. 396. 97 


2 | 
> N | 
Earth, the globe, of, how divided into 

zones by the ancients, i. 22. 1} 
Egyptians, antient, ſtate. of commerce and 


a * 5: A 


; | | 3 


Ferd 


” a — 


n 


F! Dorado, wonderful reports of a country. 
— made by Francs einen u. 


Efie, that animal peculiar to the torrid 
zones i» 455+ 

Ejquimaux Indians, reſemblances rag 
them and their ne.ghbours the Green- 
landers, i. 278. Soine Account Qs 362, 
48 

Erg 29. pope, grants to the Pottu- 
del, an excluſive right to all the coun- 
tries racy thould diſcover, nom Cape 
Non to the continent of India, i. 49. 

Furope, bow atieted by the diſmember- 
ment oi the Roman empire by the bar- 

barous nations, i. 25 | Revival of com- 

merce and navigation in, 28. Political 

8 derived from — 30. 


R F. 


Ferdinand king of Caftile, See Colembus 
and Jſabelia. Turns his attention at 
length to the regulation of American af- 
fairs, i. 184. Don Diego de Columbus 
ſues out his father's claims againſt him, 
188. Erects two governments on the 
continent of America, 192. yYends a 


fleet to Darien, and ſuperſedes Balboa, 


209. Appoints Balboa heutenast-go- 
vernor of the countries on the South dea, 
210. Sends- Dias de Solis to diſcover 4 
weſtern paſſage to tie Moluccas, 212. 
Thwarts the meaſures of Diego Colum« 
bus, 213. His decree cancerning > 
treatment of the Indians, 216. 
Fernandez, Don Diego, character of his 
Hiſtor:a del Peru, li. 4 $8. | 
Fernandes, P. his deſcription of the politi- 
cal ſtate of the Chiquitos, i. WS 
Figueroa, Roderigo de, is appointed chief 
judge of Hiſpaniola, with a commiſſion 
to examine into the treatment of the In- 
dian natives, i. 225. Makes an experi- 
ment to determine the capacity of the 
Indians, 234. 
Florida diſcovered by Juan Ponce de Leon, 
i, 197. The chicfs there hereditary, 
« - 341. - Account of, from Alvar Nugnez 
+ »Cabeca de Vaca, i. 470. 
har Spaniſh, ſome account of, ii, 401. 
Fenſeca, biſhop of Bajados, miniſter for 
Indian affairs, obſtructs the plans of 
colonization and - diſcovery formed . by 
rms i. 128, 136. Patronizes 
hy OB of vn A Cieda, 
1 % ; \ 
F . 


E X. 
G. 
Galeens, Spaniſh, the nature and purpoſe 


ot theſe veſtels, fi. 401. Arrangement 
ot their voyage, 402, | 


Galvea, von. julepti, ſent to diſcover the 


true ſtate of Caluornia, ii. 330. 
Gama, Vaſco de, his voyage tor 


45. Anchors before the city of. 
Me * id. Arrives at Calecut in Ma- 
labar, 146. 


Gaming, itrange propenſity of the Ameri- 


cans to, i. 395» 


Ganges, erroneous ideas of the ancients a5 : 


to the poſition of that river, i. 424+ 
Caſca, Pedro de la, ſent to Peru as prefi- 

dent ot the court of Audience in Lima, 

ii. 246. His character and moderation, 


247. The powers be was veſted with, 


248. Arrives at Panama, 249. Ac- 
uires poſſeſſion of Panama with the 
and forces there, 251, Advances 
towards Cuſco, 225. Pizarro's troops 
deſert to him, 256. His moderate vſe 
of the victory, 257. Deviſes employ- 
ment tor his ſoldiers, 261. His divi- 
fion of the country among his followers, 
262, Reſtores order and government, 
263. n en n 
| Spain, 264. 


Gemimus, inſtance of his ignorance in geo- 


graphy, i. 426. 

Geography, the knowledge of, extremely 
confined among the ancients, i. 22, Be- 
came a favourite ſtudy among the Arabi- 
ans, 27. 

Giants, the accounts of, in our early tra- 

- — Ar 3 by recent diſcove- 
ries, 1. 35, 4 | 

Gicia, Flavio, 2 inventor of the mariner”s s 

+ compaſs, i. 36. 

Globe, its diviſion into zones by the an- 
cients, i. 22. 

Gold, why the firſt metal with which man 
| was acquainted, i. 334- Extraordinary 
large grain of, found in the mines of Ci- 
naloa, 4 

S — * of his Chronica de la 
Nueva Eſpagna, ii. 438. 

Goed Hope, cape of, diſcovered by Bartho- 
lomew Diaz, i. 55. 

Government, no Viſible form of, among the 
native Americans, i. 340. Exceptions, 
343. 

Gran Chaco, account of the method of mak- 
ing war, among the natives of, from Lo- 


Fancy i. 476. 
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ps . Loubles the Cape of Good 
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by whom * domi - 
nion, ii. 341. 
34. A vigeroy lately eſtabliſhed e 


355˙ 
o, ancient, progreſs of navigation 5 
diſcovery among them, i. 11. Their 


- commercial intercourſe with other nati- 


* ons very limited, 1 . 

Greenland, its vicinity to North America, 
"4 '278. 

Grijatva, Juan de, ſets out from Cuba 
on a voyage of diſcovery, i. 240. Dif. 
covers and gives name to Now . 

241. His reaſons for not 
2 in his newly diſcovered lands, 


| beer, Coſtas, employed by Spain to rock 
- Micit trade in the American colonies, ii. 


MEIN the indigo there ſuperior to any 

in 5 W-J 
ond, 4 and ſon-in-law of 

Montezuma, ſucceeds Quetlavaca in the 
kingdom of Mexico, ii. 107, Repulſes 
the attacks of the Spaniards in ſtorming 
the city of Mexico, 138. Is taken pri- 
ſoner by Cortes, 124 Is to 
3 his treaſure, 126. 1s hanged, 
* 1 1 4 

ui : a, Dutch,  caufe of the exceſſive fer- 
ache of the ſoil there, i. 457. 


K. 


Pann, his Periplus defended, with an ac+ 

count of his voyage, i. 421: 

Hatvey, a cazique of Cuba, his cruel treat- 

* ment, and memorable to, er to a Fran- 

cCiſcan friar, i. 197. 

Hawkefworth's voyages, account of New 
" and the inhabitants from, i. 


Hat, the different degrees of, m the old 
and new continents accounted for, 1. 
- 448. Eftimated, 456. 

Henry, prince of Portugal, nis character 
and ſtudies, i. 42. Expeditions ſormed 


by his order, 44. Applies for a 


al 
| grant of his new diſcoveries, 48. "Hs | 


death, 50. 
Herrada, Juan de, afſaffinates Francis Pi- 
| 2arro, it. 219. Dies, 223. 
Herrera, the beſt hiſtorian of the conqueſt 


of ' New Spain, ii. 440. His account of 


Ortlana' 8 voyage, 467. | 


ND; 


Its Lag and re 
© lony 


E X., 
Hiſpaniola, the ifland of, diſcovered by 
- Chriftopher Columbus, i. 96. Histran. 
ſactions with the natives, 97. A Colony 
left there by Columbus, 103. The Co. 
» T25. Columbus builds 
A — called Iſabella, 117. The natives 
Are te > Spaniards, 12 
Telos eraded Tom them, 128. They 
ſcheme to ſtarve the 7 129. St. 
. founded by Bartholomew Co. 
: lumbus; 249. Columbus ſent home in 
irons, by Bovadijlla, 155. Nicholas de 


Ovando appointed governor, 158. Sum- 
mary view of the condud of the Spa- 


niards towards the natives of, 179. Un- 
happy fate of Anacoana, 180. Great 
- produce from the mines there, 182. 
The inhabitants diminiſh, 185. The 
Spaniards recruit them by trepanning the 
natives of the Lucayos, 186. Arrival of 
Don Diego de Columbus, 189. The 
natives of, almoſt extirpared by ſlavery, 
195, 214. Controverſy concerning the 
treatment of them, 215. Columbus's 
account of the humane treatment he re- 
ceived from the natives of, 432. Curious 
inſtance of ſuperſtition in the Spaniſh 
planters there, 456. 


-  Holquin, Pedro Alvarez, erects the royal 


ſtandard in Peru, in oppoſition to the 
nger ' Almagro,” ii. 223. Vaca de 

- 2 arrives and ane the command, 

Homer, his account of the navigation of the 
ancient Greeks, i. 12. 

Honduras, the valye of that counrry, owing 

to its profuQtions of the logwood tree, ii. 
331. 

Horned cattle, amazing increaſe of them in 
Spaniſh America, ii. 394. 

Horſes, aftoniſhment and miſtakes of the 
' Mexicans at the firſt fight of them, 

ii. 445- Expedient of = Peruvians 
to * ox them incapable of action, 


n Capac, Inca of Peru, his character 
and family, ii. 166. 

Huaſcar Capac, Inca of Peru, diſputes his 
brother Atahualpa's ſucceſſion to Quito, 
ii. 167. Is defeated and taken priſoner 
dy Atahualpa, ibid. Solicits the affiſt- 
- ance of Pizarro againſt his brother, 169. 


cage to- death, by order of Atahualpa, 


% 


* 


Jens 


” 


Join I. king of Portuy 


1. 


1 : 


Jamaica, diſcovered by Chriſtopher Colum- 


bus; Is 122. 

Jerome, St. three monks of that order 
ſent by Cardinal Ximenes to Hiſpani- 
ola, to regulate the treatment of the 
Indians, i. 220. Their conduct under 
this commiſſion, 222: Are recalled, 
225. 


Jeſuits, acquire an abſolute dominion over 


California, ii. 329. Their motives for 
depreciating the country, . 330- 

Jeros, ancient ſtate of * and navi - 
gation among them, i. 

Incas of Peru, received origin of their em- 


pire, ii. 169, 396. Their empire ſdund- 


. 307. See 


das the motives of Alexander the Great 
in his expedition to, i. 15, The com- 
merce with, how ied on in ancient 
times, 19. And when arts began to 
revive in Europe, 28. The firſt voy- 


.. | | 


I45- 

Indians in Spaniſh America. See Aneri- 
cant. 

Indies, Weſt; why Columbus's diſcoveries 
were ſo named, 1. 111. 

Innocent IV. pope, his extraordinary miſ- 
ſion to the Prince of the Tartars, i. 

2. 
J. ifition, court of, whien and by whom 
firſt introduced into Portugal, i. 429. 

Inſe#s and reptiles, why ſo numerous and 
noxious in America, i. 261. 

» the firſt who 
ſent ſhips to ex weſtern coaſts of 
Africa, i. 40. His ſon prince Henry ene 

in theſe attempts, 42. 

Yohn II. king of Portugal, patroniſes all 
attempts towards diſcoveries, i. 52. 
Sends an embaſſy to Abyſſinia, 55. 
mY uhgenerous treatment of Columbus, 

9 


Tren; the reaſon why ſavage nations were 


unacquainted with this metal, i. 334 


Iſabella, queen of Caſtile, is applied to by 


uan Perez in behalf of Chriſtopher Co- 


mbus, i. 74. Is again applied to by 
Quintanilla and Santangel, 77. Is pre- 


vailed on to equip him, 78. Dies, 174 
Her real motives for encouraging diſco- 
veries, in America, ii. 34 

Jabella, the city of, in Hifpan ola, built 
by — Columbus, i. 117. 


v | 
Italy, the firſt country in Europe whers 


Pat 4g St. 


B- % 


civilization and arts revived after the 
overthrow of the Roman empire, i. 23. 
The commercial * of, active and en- 
ä 


Lakes, iſtands, diſeovered by Ferdinand 
Magellan, ii. 131. 


Lakes, amazing ſize of thoſe in North Ame- 
rica, i. 250. 
gr >; Barthblomew, returns from Hit. | 
iola to ſolicit the cauſe of the en- 
flaved Indians at the court of Spain, i. 
219. | Is ſent with powers by Car- 
dinal Ximenes; 220. Returns diſſatis- 
fied, 223. Procures a new commiſſon 
to be ſent over on this ſubject, 225. 
Recommends the ſcheme of ſupplying 
the colonies with negroes, 226. — 
dertakes a new colony, 228. His can- 
ference with the biſhop of Darien be- 
fore tlie Emperor Charles V. 230. Goes 
to America to carry his ſchemes into 
execution, 222. Circumſtances unfa- 
vourable to him, 234. His final miſ- 
carriage, 235. Revives his repreſenta- 
tions in favour of the Indians, at the 
deſire of the emperor, ii. 227. Com- 
poſes a treatiſe on the deſtruction of Ame- 


rica, 228. 


Leon, Pedro Cieza de, character of his 


Chronica del Peru, ii. 458. 


Lery, his deſcription of the courage and fe- 


rocity of the Toupinambos, i. 477. 


Lima; the city of, in Peru, founded by Pi- 


zarro, ii. 194. 


Log wood, the commodity that gives ira - 


portance to the provinces oſ Honduras 
and Yucatan, ii. 331. Policy of the 
Spaniards to defeat the Engliſh trade in, 


232. 
king of France, his embaſſy to 


the chan of the Tartars, i. 32 


Lozano, his account of the method of mak- 


ing war among the natives of Gran Cha- 
co, i. 476. 

Lugue, Hernando de, a prieſt, aſſociates 
wy Pizarro in his Peruvian expedition, 
i. 150, 


M. | 
Mdodeiray the iſland of, firſt diſcovered, l. 
45. 
Madot, 


t N D E XK 


- Madoc, piince of North Wales, tory of his 
voyage and diſcovery of North America 
examined; i. 436. 
Magellan, Ferdinand, his account of the 
_ - gigantic ſize of the Paragonians, i. 303. 
The exiſtence of this gigantic race yet 
to be decided, 305. 463- His intro- 
duction to the court ot Caſtile, ii. 128. 
Is equipped with a ſquadran for a voyage 
of diſcovery, 129. Sails through the fa- 
maus ſtrait that bears his name, r3o, 
Diſcovers the Ladrone and Philippine 
- iNands, 131. Is killed, ibid. 
Magnet, its property of attract ng iron 
known to the ancients, but not its po- 
lar inclination, i. 4. Extraordinary ad- 
vantages reſulting from this diſcovery, 


35 tes | 
Mah St. account of its cofamerce with Spa- 
niſh America, ii. 407. 
Manco Capac, founder of the Peruvian em- 
pire, account of, ii. 164. 306. 
Mandeville, Sir John, his caſtern travels, 
with a character of his writings, i. 34+ 
Manilla, the colony of, eſtabliſhed by Phi- 


lip II. of Spain, ii. 426. Trade be- 


teen it South America, 427. 
Mankind, their diſpoſition and manners 
formed by their ſituation, i. 267. Hence 
refemblances to be traced in very diſtant 
pans without communication, 268. 
HFlave uniformly attained the greateſt per- 
fection of their nature in temperate re - 
gions, 41 5 
Marco Polo, 
naty travels in the Eaſt; i. 33- | 
Mare Gabriel, his account of the country 
| between the Illinois and Machillimaki- 
nac, 1. 472. | 
ariana, Donna, a Mexican ſlave, her 
hiſtory, ii. 12. 
Marinus Tyrius, his erroneous poſition of 
China, i. 430. 
A Peter, his 
diſcovery of America; i. 439. 
Meftizos, in the Spaniſh American colonies, 


LOS 


diſtinction between them and Mulat- N 


toes, ii. 368. 


Metals, uſeful, the original natives of Ame- 3 


rica totally unaequainted with, i. 334 
M. xiram, their account of their own ori- 
gin, compared with later diſcbveries, i. 
280. Deſcriptions of their hiſtorical 
pictures, 480. Varisus exaggerated ac- 
counts of the numbet of human victims 
facrificed by them, 483. Their lan- 
guage furniſhed with reſpectful termina« 
tions for all its words, ii. 471. How 


the Venetian, his extraordi- 


ſentiments on the firſt | 


they contributed to the ſupport of gg. 
vernment, 472. 

+ Mexico, arrival of Ferdinand Cortes on the 
© coaſt of, ji. 11. His interview with two 
Mexican officers, 13. Information ſent 

to Montezuma, with ſome Spaniſh pre- 
: ſents, 15. Montezuma ſends preſents 
to Cortesz with orders not to approach 

his capital, 16. State of the empire at 
that time, 17. The Zempoallans cvyrt 
the friendſhip of Cortes, 28. Several 
cazZiques enter into alliance with Cortes, 

30. Character of the natives of Tlaſ. 
cala, 36. The Tlaſcalans reduced to 
ſue for peace; 42. Arrival of Cortes at 

the capital city, 51. The city deſcribed, 

52. onte zuma acknowledges himſelf 
a vaſſai to the Spaniſh crown, 66. A. 
mount of the treaſure collected by Cor. 
tes, 68. Reaſons of gold being found 
in ſuch ſmall quantities, 68. The Mex: 

 icans enraged by the imprudent real of 

Cortes, 70. Attack Alvarado during the 

© abſence of Cortes, 84. Their reſolute 

attack on Cortes when he returned, 87. 

Death of Montezuma, 90. The city 

abandoned by Cortes, 93. Battle of 

Otumba, 97. The Tepeacans reduced, 
102. Preparations of the Mexicans a- 
gainſt the return of Cortes; 165. Cor- 
n * with a fleet - the 

e, 115. e Spaniards repulſed in 
ſtorming the city, 118. GUatimozin 
taken priſoner, 124. Cortes appointed 
governor, 135. His ſcliemes and at- 
rangernents, 136. Inhuman treatment 
of the natives, 137. Reception of the 
new 8 there, 231. A retro- 
ſpect into che ſorm uf government; po- 
licy, and arts in, 2679. Our information 
concerning, very imperfet, 273. Ori- 
gin of the monarchy, 271. Number 
and greatneſs of the cities, 275. Me- 
clianical profeffions there diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, 276. Diſtinction of 
ranks, 277. Political inſtitutions, 279. 

Power and ſplendor of their monatcts, 
282. Order of government, ibid. Pro- 
viſion for the ſupport of it, 283. Fo- 
lice of, ibid. Their arts, 284. Tbeir 
paintings, 286. Their method of com- 
puting time, 499. Their wars continual 
and ferocious, ibid. Their funeral rites 
292. Imper tection of their agriculture, 
16 Doubts concerning the extent of 

the empire, 293. Little intercourſe 3 

mong its ſeveral provinces, 294. Igno- 

rarice of moncy, 295. Stats of = 
| cities, 


346. The ſmall-pox very 


> the conqueſt of, 4 
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cities, 296. Temples and other public 
buildings, 297. Religion of, 302. Cau- 
ſes of the of this country, 
fatal there, 
34K Number of Indian natives re- 


/ 222 351. Liſt and character 
of thoſe 


authors who 8 accounts of 

30. Deſcription of 

the u for the ſupply of the capital 
city, 473- See. Colonies. 


Michael, St. the gulph of, in the South 
Sea, 


diſcovered and named by Balboa, 


i. 204. The colony of, eſtabliſhed by 


Pizarro, It. 163. 


. Migrations of mankind, why firſt made by 


land, I. r. 


Mind, human, the efforts of, proportioned 
e the wants of the body, i. 314. 
Ee 


s of South America, the great induce- 
ment to ion, ii. 327. Some ac- 
nt of, 387. Their produce, 389. 
ſpirit with Which they are worked, 
4 Fatal effects of this ardor, 391. 
vidence of the pernicious effects of L 
bouring in them, 495. Of Mexico, total 
produce of to the Spaniſh revenue, 509. 


$10. 
'Molucca Iflands, the Spaniſh claims on, 
ſold by the Emperor Charles V. to the 


.\ Portugueſe, ii. 133. 


Monaſtic inſtitutions, "the pemicious effects 
of, in the Spaniſh American colonies, ii. 
378. Number of convents there, 497- 

Monſoons, the periodical courſe of, when 
diſcovered by navigators, i. 19. 

Aontefino, a Dominican preacher at St. 
Domingo publicly remonſtrates againſt 

the cruel treatment of the Indians, i. 
215. 

Montezuma, the firſt intelligence received 
by the Spaniards of this prince, i. 242. 
Receives intelligence of the arrival of 
Fernando Cortes in his dominions, ii. 15. 

His preſents to Cortes, 16. Forbids him 
to approach his capital, 27. State of his 
empire at this time, ibid, His charac- 
ter, 18. His perplexity at the arrival of 

_ the Spaniards, 19. His timid negocia- 

tions with Cortes, 20. His ſcheme for 
deſtroying Cortes at Cholula diſcovered, 

47. His irreſolute conduct, 50. His 
firſt interview with Cortes, 51. Is 

ſeixed by Cortes and confined to the Spa- 
niſh quarters, 60. Is fettered, 62. Ac- 

„ knowledges himſelf a vaſſal to the Spa- 

_ niſh crown, 66. Remains inflexible 


with- regard to religion, 70, Circum- 


Mulattbes, in the Spaniſh 


E X. 
** Rances of his death, go. AZtount of & 
gold cup of his, in England, 473. 


- American colo - 


— PO Ions ii. 
. . 


N. 


Narvaes, Pamphilo, is ſent by Velaſquez 
with an armament to Mexico, to ſu 
ſede Cortes, ii. 74 Takes poſſeſſion of 
— 79. 1s defeated and taken 
priſoner by Cortes, 82. How he carried 
on his correſpondence with Montezuma, 
450. 
Natchez, an American nation, their politi- 
i. 334- Cauſes of their 
tame ſubmiſſion to the Spaniards, 348. 
Their religious doQrines, 385. 
Navigation, the arts of, very ſlowly improv- 
ed by mankind, i. 2. The knowledge of, 
prior to commercial intercourſe, ibid. 
Imperfections of among the ancients, 4. 
More improved by the invention of the 
mariner*s compaſs, than by all the efforts 
of preceding ages, 35.. The firſt naval 
diſcoveries undertaken by Portugal, 40. 
Negroes, their peculiar ſituation under uy 
Spaniſh dominion in America, ii. 3 
Newfoundland, its ſituation 


448. 

New Holland, ſome account of the country 
and inhabitants, i. 472+ 

New Spain, diſcovered and named by Juan 

de Grijalva, i. 241. See Mexico. 

Nigno, Alonſo, his voyage to America, i. 
150. 

Norwegians, might in ancient times have 
migrated to, and colonized America, i. 


279. 438. 

Ne Vela, Blaſco, appointed viceroy of 
Pern, to enforce the new regulations, ij. 
231. His character, 234. Commits 
Vaca de Caſtro to priſon, 235. Difſen- 
ſions between him and the court of au- 
dience, 237. Is confined, 238. Reco» 
vers his liberty, 239. Reſumes his com- 

mand, 240, Is purſued by Gonzalo Pi- 

- Zarro, 241 Is defeated and killed by 
Pizarro, 242. oo” | 


O. 


Pcamps, Diego, ſent with a Guadron from 
Hiſpaniola to deſolate rhe country of Cu- 
mana, i. 233. 235. 


Ocampo, 


48-8, 3 


| Ocampo, Sebaſtian de, firſt ſails round Cuba; 
and diſcovery it to be an iſland, i. 188. 


Ocean, h to facilitate the in- 
ces ich countries con- 
tinued long a formidable barrier, i. 1. See 
Compaſs, and Navigation. 2 

Ojeda, Alonzo de, his private expedition to 
the Weſt Indies; i. 148. His ſecond voy- 
age, 159. Obtains a government on the 
continent, 192. ö 

Olmeda, Father Barthdlomew de, checks the 
raſh zeal of Cortes as Tlaſeala in Mefkico, 
ii. 45. Is ſent by Cortes to negociate with 
Narvaez, 97. 

Orellana, Francis, is to the com- 
mand of a bark built by Gonzalo Pizarro, 
and deſerts him, ii. 234. Sails down 
the Maragnon, 215. Returns to Spain 
with a report of wonderful diſchveries, 
ibid. Hertera's account of his voyage, 
467. 5 , 

Orgognez, commands A 
gainſt the Pizarros, and is defeated and 


Chriſtopher Columbus, i. 138. The 
amazing plenty of fiſh in, 469. Strange 
method of chuſing a captain, among the 
Indian tribes on the banks of, i. 363. 
Oraheite, the inhabitants of, ignorant of the 
art of boiling water, i. 483. | 
Otumba, battle of, hetween Cortes and the 
Owvendo, Nicholas de, is ſent to 
Hispaniola, i: 159. His t regula- 
tions, 161. Retuſes admiſſion to Colum- 
bus, on his fourth voyage, 164. His un- 
us behaviour to Columbus on his 
Giipwivete, 169, 171. Receives him at 
length and ſends him home, 173. En- 
gages in a war with the Indians, 178. 
His cruel treatment of them, 189. 
co cultivation and manulactures, 
183. His method of trepanning the na- 
tives of the Lucayos, 186. Is recalled, 
189. 5 


p. 


Pacific Ocean, why and by whom ſo named, 
ii. 131. 
Packet hh firſt eſtakliſhment of, between 
Spain and her American colonies, 1i. 415. 
Panama, is ſettled by Pedrarias Davila, i. 
212. 
Parmenides, the firſt who divided the 
by zones, i. 427. 


% 


- . Cided, 305. 46 


En- 


Pedrarias Davila, is fent with a fleet to ſu 
ede Balboa in his government of Santa 
aria on the iſthmus of Darien, i. 207. 
Treats Balboa ill, 208 Rapaciovs con- 
—— his men, 209. ls reconciled to 
z and gives him his daughter, 210. 
Puts Balboa to death; 211. Removes his 
ſettlement from Santa Matia to Panama; 


212. 
Penguin, the nume of that bird not derived 


from the Welch language; i. 437. 
Peres, Juan, patroniſes Columbus at the 
'. eGurt of Caſtile; i. 74. His ſolemn invo- 


cation for the ſucceſs of Columbys's voy. 


age, $2. = 
Periplus, of Hanno, the avttienticity of that 


Work juſtified; i. 42r. 


Peru, the firſt intelligence concerning this 
ebuntry received by Vaſco Nugnez de 
Balboa, i. 2003 205. The coaſt of, firſt 
diſcovered by Pizarro; ii. 156. Pizarro's 
ſecond arrival, 161. His hoſtile proceed- 
ings againſt the natives, 162. Tho colony 
of St. Michael eſtabliſhed, 164. State of 
the empire at the time ef this invaſion; 
ibid. The kingdom divided between Hu- 
aſcar and Atahualpa, 167. Atahualpa 
uſurps the government; 168. Huaſcar 
ſolicits affiſtinee from Pizarro, 169. 
Atahualpa viſits Pizarro, 173. Is ſcized 
by Pizarro, 175. Agreement for his ran - 
fog 177 Is ed his liberty, 180. 
Is cruelly put to death, 18 5. Confuſion 
of the empire on this event, 186. Quito 
reduced by Benalcazar, 188. The city 
of Lima founded by Pizarro, 194. Chili 
invaded by Almagroy 195. Inſurrection 
of the Peruvians, 196. Almagro put to 
death by Pizarro, 209. Pizarro divides 
the country his followers, 211. 
Progreſs of the Spaniſh arms there, 212. 
Francis Pizarro aſſaſſinated, 219. Re- 
ception of the new regulations there, 232. 
The viceroy confined by the court of 
audience, 238. The viceroy defeated 
and killed by Gonzalo Pizarro, 242. 
Arrival of Pedro de la Gaſca, 249. 
Reduction and death of  Gonzallo Pi- 
zarro, 257. The civil wars there not 
carried on with mercenary ſoldiers, 258. 
But nevertheleſs gratified with immenſe 

rewards, 259. - Their profufion and lux- 
ury, ibid. Ferocity of their conteſts, 
260. Their want of faith, ibid. In- 


Rances, 261. Diviſion of by Gafca a- 
mong 


— 


among his followers, 262. A retroſpect 
into the original government, arts, and 
manners of the natives, 267. The high 
antiquity they pretend to, 303- Their 
records, 304. Origin of their civil po- 
licy, 306. This founded in religion, 
307. The authcrity of the Incas abſo- 
lute and unlimited, ibid. All crimes there 
puniſhed capitally, 308. Mild genius 
of their religion, 30g. Its influence on 
their civil policy, 310. And on their 
military ſyſtem, 311. Peculiar ſtate of 
property there, 312. Diſtinction of ranks, 
313. State of arts, 314. Improved 
Nate of agriculture, ib. Their build- 
ings, 316. Their public roads, 317. 
Their bridges, 319. Their mode of re- 
fining filver ore, 320. Works of ele- 
gance, 321. Their civilization, never - 
theleſs, but imperfet, 322. Cuzco the 
only place that had the appearance of a 
city, ibid. No perfect ſeparation ot pro- 
feſſions, 323. Little commercial inter- 
courſe, ibid. Their unwarlike ſpirit, 
324. Eat their fleſh and fiſh raw, 325. 
Brief account of other provinces under the 
viceroy of New Spain, 326. Cauſes of 
the de population of this country, 347. 
The ſmall pox very fatal there, 348. 
Writers who gave accounts of the con- 
queſt of, 457. Their method of build- 
ing, 481. State of the revenue derived 
from, by the crown of Spain, 509. 
See Colonies. | 
Peter I. czar of Ruſſia, his extenſive views 
in proſecuting Aſiatic diſcoveries, i. 273 · 
Phenicians, antient, ſtate of commerce and 
navigation among them, i. 6. Their 
| Trade how conducted, 421. 
Philip II. of Spain, his turbulent diſpo- 
_ . fition aided by his American treaſures, 


ii. 396. Eſtabliſhes the colony of Ma- 


nilla, 426. 
Philip III. exhauſts his country by incon- 
ſiderate bigotry, ii. 396. 


Philippine iſlands, diſcovered by Ferdinand 


Magellan, ii. 131. A colony eſtabliſhed 
there by Philip II. of Spain, 426. Trade 
between, and America, 427. 

Phyſic, the art of, in America, why con- 
need with divination, i. 390. 

Pinto, chevalier, his deſcription of the 
characteriſtic features of the native Ame- 
ricans, i. 460. 

Pinzon, Vincent Yanez, commands a yeſ- 
ſel under Columbus in his firft voyage 
of diſcovery, i. 81. Sails to America 
on a private adventure with four ſhips, 
x30. Diſcovers Yucatan, 188. 


Vor. II. 


1 


Pizarro, Ferdinand, is beſieged in Cuꝛca 
by the Peruvians, ii. 198, Is ſurpriſed 
there by Almagro, 201. Eſcapes with 
Alvarado, 203. Defends his brother at 


the court of Spain, 210, Is committed 


to priſon, 211. 

Pizarro, Franciſco, attends Balboa, in 
his ſettlement on the iſthmus of Da- 
rien, i. 194. Marches under him acroſs 
the iſthmus, where they diſcover the 
South Sea, 204. His birth, education, 
and character, ii. 148. Aſſociates with 
Almagro and De Luque, in a voyage of 
diſcovery, 150. His ill ſucceſs, 151. 


Is recalled, and deſerted by moſt of his 


followers, 154. Remains on the iſland 
of Gorgona for ſupplies, ibid. Diſcovers 
the coaſt of Peru, 156. Returns to 
Panama, 157. Goes to Spain to ſolicit 
reinforcements, 158. Procures the ſu- 


preme command for himſelf, 159. Is. 


aſſiſted with money by Cortes, ibid. 
Lands again in Peru, 161. His hoſtile 
proceedings againſt the natives, 162. 
Eſtabliſhes the colony of St. Michael, 
163. State of the Peruvian empire at 
this time, bid. Cauſe of his eaſy pene- 
tration into the country, 168. Is ap- 
plied to by Huaſcar, for aſſiſtance againſt 
his victorious brother Atahualpa, 169. 
State of his forces, ibid, Arrives at 
Caxamalca, 171. Is viſited by the Inca, 
173. Hisperfidious ſeizure of him, 175. 
Agrees to Atahualpa's offer for his ran- 
ſom, 177. Diviſion of their -plunder, 
179. Refuſes Atahualpa his liberty, 180. 
His ignorance expoſed to Atahualpa, 183. 
Beſtows a form of trial on the Inca, 184. 
Puts him to death, 18 5. Advances to 
Cuzco, 187. Honours conferred on him 
by the Spaniſh court, 191. Beginning 
of diſſenũons between him and Almagro, 
192. His civil regulations, 193. Founds 
the city of Lima, 1 Inſurrection of 
the Peruvians, 196. Cuzco ſeized by 
Almagro, 201. Deludes Almagro by ne- 
gociations, 203. Defeats Almagro, and 
takes him priſoner, 206. Puts Almagro 
to death, 209. Divides the coun 
among his followers, 211, The impolitic 

rtiality of his allotments, ibid. Makes 
is brother Gonzalo governor of Quito, 
213. Is aſſaſſinated by Juan de Herrada, 
219. 

Pizarro, Gonzalo, is made governor of 
Quito, by his brother Francis, ii. 213. 
His expedition over the Andes, ibid. 
Is deſerted by Orellana, 214. His diſ- 
treſs on this event, 216. His diſaſ- 
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Yrous return to Quito, 217. Is encou- 
the people to oppoſe Nugnez 
Vela, the new vicetoy, 236. Aſſumes 
the government 6f Peru, 238. March- 
es againſt the vicervy, 240. Defeats 
and kills him, 242. Is advifed by Car- 
vajal to affiime the ſovereignty of thie 
country, 243. Chuſes to negociate 
with the court of Spain, 244. Con- 
ſultations of the court on his conduct, 
nd 2 His violent reſolutions on the 
at of Pedro de la Gaſca, 2 50. Re- 
folves to oppoſe Him by violence, 251. 
Marches to reduce Centeno at Cuzco, 
253. Defeats him, 254, Is deferted 
by his troops on the approach of Gaſca, 
256. Surrenders and is executed, 257. 
s adherents men of no principle, 


261. 
Plata, Rio de, diſcovered by Diaz de Solis, 
i. 213. Its amazing width, 447. 
Pliny, the naturaliſt, inſtance of his igno- 
rance in geography, i. 427. 
Ponce de Leon, juan, diſcovers Florida, i. 
197. Romantic motive of his voyage, 
198. | 
Prpalation of the earth, flow progreſs of, 


i. 1. 

Porto Bello, diſcovered and named by Chriſ- 
topher Colambiis, i. 166. 

Porto Rico, is ſettled and ſubjected by Juan 
Ponce de Leon, i. 187. | 

Porto Santo, the firſt diſcovery of, i. 


| We when and by whom the court of 
inquifition was firſt introduced into, i. 


F a view of the circumſtances 


that induced them to undertake the i 


difcovery of unknown countries, i. 39. 
41. Firſt African diſcoveries of, 42. 
Madeira diſcovered, 45. They dou- 
ble Cape Bojatlor, 46. Obtain a pa- 
pal grant of all the countries they ſhould 
diſcover, 49. Cape Verd iflands and 


the Azores diſcovered, 50. Voyage 


to the Eaft Indies by Vaſco de Garna, 


145. 

Perch, the rich filver mines there, how 
diſcovered, ii. 388. The mines of, 
greatly exhauſted and ſcarcely worth 
working, 501. 

Priſoners of war, how treated by the na- 
tive Americans, i. 357. 

Property, the idea of, unknown to the 
native Americans, i. 337. Notions of 
the Brafilians concerning, 473+ 

Protector of the Indians, in Spaniſh Ame- 

rica, his function, ii. 374. 


Prolemy the x his gedgraÞhi. 
cal defer more ample and exact 
than thoſe - of his predeceſſors, i. 24. 
His geography tramffated by the Ara- 
biatis, 27. His ert6neous poſition of 
the Ganges, 424. 


Q 


Duetlavacr, brother of Montezuma, ſuc- 
ceeds him as e Mexico, ii. 105. 
Conducts in perſon the fierce attacks 
which obliges "Cortes to abandon his 
capital, 105. Dies of the ſmall pox, 
106. 


Queveilo, biſhop of ' Darien, his confe- 


rence with Las Caſas on the treatment 
of the Indians, in the preſence of the 
emperor, Charles V. i. 230. 

Nuickfilver, the property of the famous 
mines of, Guanacabelica, reſerved by 
the crown of Spain, ii. 50 2. The 

Quinguina, or Jeſuits bark, a production 

_ peculiar to Peru, ti. 393. 

Nuipos, or hiftoric cords of the Peruvians, 
ſome account of, ii. 304. 
vito, the kingdom of, conquered by 

uana Capac, Inca of Peru, ii. 166. 
Is left to his ſon Atahualpa, 167. Ata- 
hualpa's general revolts after his death, 
187. Is reduced by the Spaniards un- 
der Benalcazar, 188, Benalcazar de- 
prived, and Gonzalo Pizarro made go- 
vernor, 213. 


R. 


Ramiſin, his defence of Hanno's account. 
of the coaſt of Africa, i. 422. 

Regiſter ſhips, for what purpoſe introduced 
in the trade hetween Spain and her col6- 
nies, ii. 410. Superſede the uſe of the 
galeons, 411. 

Religion of the native Americans, an in- 
quiry into, i. 378. 

Ribas, his account of the political Nate. of 
the pevple of Cirialoa, i. 474. Of their 

Want of religion, 484. 

Rio de Ja Plata, and Tucuman, account of 
thoſe provinces, ii. 335. 

Rivers, the amazing ſize of thoſe in Ame- 
rica, i. 249. 

Robiſon, profeſſor, his remarks on the 
temperature of various climites, i. 448. 

Roldan, Francis, is left chief juſtice in Hiſ- 
paniola, by Chriſtepher Columbus, i- 

131. 
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131. Becomes ringleader of a mutiny, 
340. Submits, 143. i 
Rontans, their progreſs in navigation and 
diſcovery, i. 17. Their military ſpi- 
rit averſe to mechanical arts and com- 
merce, 18. Navigation and trade fa- 
voured in the provinces under their 
government, 19. Their extenſive diſ- 
coveries by land, 20. Their empire, 
and the ſciences, deftroyed together, 25. 
Rubruguis, father, his embaſſy from France 
to the chan of the Tartars, 4. 33- 
Ruſſians, Aſiatic diſcoveries made by them, 
1. 273 Uncertainty of, 458. 


S. 


Facotecas, the rich filver mines there, when 
diſcovered, ii. 388. 
San Salvador, diſcovered and named by 

Chriſtopher Columbus, i. 9992 

Sancho, Don Pedro, account of his Hiſtory 
of the conqueſt of Peru, ii. 457. 

Sandowal, the ſhocking barbarities executed 
by, in Mexico, ii. 137. 

Francifce Tello de, is ſent by the 
emperor Charles V. to Mexico, as viſi- 
tador of America, ii. 231. His mode- 
ration and prudence, ibid. 

Savage life, a general eſtimate of, i. 402. 

Salps, a motive of the native Americans 
for taking them from their enemies, i. 
477- 

Serralvs, marquis de, his extraordinary 
gains during his vice-royalty in Anierica, 
ii. 513. . 

vill, © monty increaſe of its ma- 
nufactures by the American trade, ii. 
502. Its trade greatly reduced, ibid. 
The American trade removed to Cadiz, 
401. 

Silver ore, method of refining it practiſed 
by the native Peruvians, ii. 320. 

Sonora, late diſcoveries of rich mines made 
there by the Spaniards, ii. 328. 

Soul, 7e ideas of the immortality of, 
i. 387. 

South Sea, firſt diſcovered by Vaſco Nugnea 
de Balboa, i. 204. 

Spain, general idea of the policy of, with 
regard to the Ametican colonies, ii. 
382. Early interpoſition of the regal 
authority in the colonies, 353. All 
the American dominions of, fubje&. 
ed to two vice-roys, 354 A third 
vice- royalty lately eſtabliſhed, 355. The 
colonies of, compared with thoſe of 
Greece and Rome, 361. Advantages 
ſhe derived from her colonies, 394. 
Why ſhe does not ſtill derive the ſame, 
395. Rapid decline of trade, 397. 
This decline increaſed by the mode of 


| the intercourſe with Ame- 

9 12 Employs guarda coſtas to 
check illicit trade» 409. The uſe of re- 
gilter ſhips introduced, 410. Eftabliſh- 
ment of the company of Caraccas, 413. 
Enlargement of commercial ideas there, 
414. Free trade permitted to ſeve- 
ral provinces, 416. Revenue derived 
from America, 429. Specification, 506. 
Spaniardi, their curious form of taking 
polſeffion of new diſcovered countries, i. 


le, a citation from, proving the great 
geographical ignorance of the ancients, 
i. 424+ His own want of geographical 
knowledge, 427. 

Superſtition, always connected with a deſire 
of penetrating ihto the ſecrets of futurity, 
i. 389. > 


Tapia, Chriftoval de, is fent from Spain 
to Mexico, to fi ede Cortes in his 
command, but fails in the attempt, ii. 


I 

171 5 the poſſibility of their migrating 
to America, i. 277. 

Tlaſcala, in Mexico, character of the na- 

tives of, ii. 36. Oppoſe the paſſage of 

the Spaniatds, 37. Are reduced to ſue 

for peace, 42. 

obacco, that of Cuba the beſt flavoured of 

any in all America, ii. 393. 

Toupinambos, account of their ferocious cou- 
rage from Lery, i. 477. 

Trade, free, opened between Spain and 
her colonies, ii. 416. Increaſe of the 
Spaniſh cuſtoms from this meaſure, 

06. 

Ti 9 winds, the periodical courſe of, 
when diſcovered by navigators, i. 19. 
Travellers, ancient, character of their writ. 

ings, i. 3 5. 
Trinidad, the iſland of, diſcovered by Chriſ- 
topher Columbus on his third voyage, i. 
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Tituman, and Rio de la Plata, account of 
thoſe provinces, ii. 335 

Tyre, the commerce of that city how con- 

_ ducted, i. 421. 

Tythes of Spaniſh America, how applied 
by the court of Spain, ii. 510. 


V. 


Vaca de Caſtro, Chriſtoval, is ſent from 
Spain to regulate the government ot 
Peru, ii. 2 10. Arrives at Quito, 221. 
Aſſumes the ſupreme authority, 222. 
Defeats young Almagro, 223. The ſes 
verity of his proceedings, 224. Pre- 

vents 
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vents an infurre&jon concerted to oppoſe 
the new regulations, 234+ Is impriſoned 
by the new viceroy, SIC: 
Valverde, father Vincent, his curious ha- 
rangue to Atahualpa, Inca of Peru, ii. 
174. Gives his ſanction to the trial and 
condemnation of Atahualpa, 184. 
Vega, Garcilaſo de la, character of his com- 
- mentary on the Spaniſh writers concern 
ing Peru, ii. 459. | | 
1 their natural tendency to ferti- 
ize the ſoil where they grow, i. 264. 
Pelaſquez, Diego de, conquers the iſland 
of Cuba, i. 196. 237. His prepara- 
tions for invading New Spain, ii. 1. 
His difficulty in chufing a commander 
for the expedition, 2. Appoints Fer- 
nando Cortes, 3. His motives to this 
choice, 5. Becomes ſuſpicious of Cor- 
tes, 6. Orders Cortes to be deprived of 
his commiſſion and arreſted, 7. Sends 
an armament to Mexico after Cortes, 


o 72. | 

Fenegar, P. his character of the native Cali- 
fornians, i. 467. 

Fenereal diſeaſe, originally brought from 
America, i. 307. Appears to be wear - 
ing out, 308. Its firſt rapid progreſs, 

464 5 

Venezuela, hiſtory of that ſettlement, ii. 
340. ; 

Venice, its origin as a maritime ſtate, i. 30. 
Travels of Mareo Polo, 33. 

FPerd, iſlands, diſcovered by the Portugueſe, 

—— $06 

Ficeroys, all the Spaniſh dominians in 
America ſubjected to two, ij. 354. 
A third lately eſtabliſned, 355. Their 
powers, ibid. A fourth | eſtabliſhed, 
42 1. "4 . 2 4 

Villa, Segnor, his account of the ſtate of 
population in New Spain, ii. 489. His 

detail of the Spaniſh American revenue, 
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Pi 22 » Antonio, one of Cortes's ſol- 


— * * 
USE a 
a * 


diers, foments a mutiny among his troops, 


ii. 110. 1s diſcovered by Cortes, and 
hanged, 111. 3 I | 
Ulla, Don Antonio de, his deſcription of 
the characteriſtic features of the native 
Americans, i. 460, 461, His reaſon 
for the Americans not being ſo ſenſible 
of pain as the reſt of mankind, i. 479. 


His account of the goods exported from 
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Spain to America, with the duty 6n 


1. them, 516. ö 
Valcanos, remarkable number of, in the 


northern parts oi the globe diſcovered b 
the Ruſhans, i. 459. | l 
\ W. 


Wafer, Lionel, his account. of a peculiar 

race of diminutive Americans, i. 301. 
Compared with fimilar productions in 
Africa, 302. 

War ſong of the native Americans, tlie 
ſentiments and terms of, i. 478. 

Women, the condition of, among the na- 
tive Americans, i. 318. Are not pro- 
lific, 321- Are not permitted to join 
in their drunken feaſts, 399. Nor to 
wear ornaments, 481. 

xX. 

Xeres, Franciſco de, ſecretary to Pizarro, 
the earlieſt writer on his Peruvian expedi- 
tion, ii. 457. | 

Aimenes, cardinal, his regulations for the 
treatment of the Indians in the Spa- 
niſh colonies, i. 220. Patroniſes the 
1 of Ferdinand Magellan, ii. 
12 * 


v. 


Tucatan, the ince of, diſcovered by 
Pinzon and Diaz de Solis, i. 188. De- 

- ſcribed, 446. From whence that pro- 
vince derives its value, ii. 331. Policy 
of the court of Spain with reſpect to, 
332. 


Z. 


Zarate, Don Auguſtine, character of his 
. Hiſtory of the conqueſt of Peru, ii. 458. 
Zones, the earth how divided into, by the 
geography of the ancients, i. 22. By 
whom firſt ſo divided, 427. 
Zummaraga, Juan de, firſt biſhop of Mex- 
ico, the deſtroyer of all the ancient re- 
cords of the Mexican empire, ii. 271. 
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